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IPBUILDING COSTS
HERE T0 BE LOWER,

Submarine Boat Corporation
Quotes Price of 8149 a
Ton to Hurley.

EIGHT 12,000 TON SHIPS

Figures Understood to Be Far
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ACCUSES BURLESON
OF DOUBLE DEALING

Increased Rate to Make Good
Western Union's Failing
Revenue, Charge,

EMPLOYEES NOT HELPED

¥. 8. MeDowell, Union Official,

Below Those in Any Other Threatens Btrike Unless
Country, Plan Is Changed.
Syecial Despetch te Tun Hon. L Spocial Despaich to Tun Box.

Wasmuworon, April 8,~A huge cut in
shipbutlding eosts in the United States s
in immediats prospscl. The BShipping
Board I» in receipt of an ofter from the
Submarine Boat Corporation, Newark
Bay, to bulld elght 12,000 ton American
type eargo ships at a flat cost of §149 &
ton. The corporation declares that it
probably will bs able to take a second
contract at a 1 r fAgure. .

Chairman Hurley of ths Shipping
Bout predicted upon his return
Surops that American ahip yards would
be able to bulld cheaper than the yards
of competing countries The Agures
given by the Submarine Boat peopls ars
understood to be away below those of
Great Britaln or any other country at
Lthis time,

Preaent Prices Up to $§25.

Revernl wecks ago bullders from the
west coast made It known that they
were fizuring on the $150 a ton basis
Just what the new figure means may bhe
roallaed from the fact thitl present con-
tracts of the Shipping Board, let during
the helght of the war rush for shipa, call
for paymenta of from 35185 to §2I6 a
ton for approximately the sams type of
vessel,

Ehip production costs of $150 a ton
are expbeted to put this country definitely
in the forefront of the shipbullding coun-
tries of the world, This cost probably
will influence the sale or tranafer of tha
vessela now operated by lhe Shipping
Board if the Hurley programme for
turning over tha veasels to private in-
dividuals and corporations is approved.
It would mean the writing off of war
costy averaging more than §50 a ten.

The Submarine Boat Corporation pro-
posal was contained in the following let-
ter from Henry N. Cars, president of the
corporation, to Chalrman Hurley :

“Helerring to your interview with our
vice.nresident. Henry R. Sutphen, we
are willing to undertake to bulld for
the T'nited States Shipping Board 12,000
ton dreadnought capacity new American
tipe steel cargo shipa at the Govern-
ment owned plant, Newark Bay Bhip-
¥ard. where we are now buliding for the

gency Fleest Corporation 150 5.350 ton
deadwelght capacity steel curgo ships, of
which we have launched 35, and at our
presont rate of production will deliver
100 during 1918,

“The experience galned by us in du-
plicating steel cargo ships In quantity
demonstrates heyond all question that
the procedure we are following will en-
able us to build steel cargo ehips in the
maost economical manner kneown, obtain-
ing the highest efficlency from the man
power employed aund producing a ship of
highest possible classification.

Would Be 473 Feet Long.

*The proposed ships will be 132,000 ton
dendwelght capacity steel cargo carriers,
shelter deck type, clasmsed Lloyd's or
Ameriean Bureau of Bhipping 100 Al of
the transverse avstem of comstruction;
length of ship between. perpendiculare
iLioyds) 173 feet, molded beami®ld feet,
Araught 28 feet 6§ Inches, ringle screw
equipned with 5,000 T horse-power re-
ciprocating otem  engines or 4,200 8
horse-power gearad turbines, Scotch
boliers, oii burning, with which power a
londed sen speed of 12 knots will be
Funarantead,

“The ahips wotlld be bullt from the de-
algns of our naval architect, Theodore
. Ferris, In assoclation with our con-
sulting naval architect, Frank E. Kirby,
securing maximum advantages In tha
world's commerce trade of the loweast
tomnage dues and Insuring the greateat
sPiciency In operation and cargo carry-
ng chpaclty both In deadwelght and
cubie feet

“By utillsing oil for fuel a steaming
rafins of 13,000 knots will be obtained
without refueling the ship,

=Auxiliary machinery will he of the
atert and most approved tvpea with

irge hmatches permitting the most em-
viant handling of cargo.

“Quarters and other equipment ac-
arding to the approved American re-
yuirements, affording thereby the maxzi-
imum comforts for the crew,

“We would proposs to take elght of
the present launching ways as soon as
they are avallable, remodel them to
construct at one time four of the 12,000
ton ships but in order to give you the

duplication fn quantity we would ex-
pect an order equal to twe turns on
cach way and with this way capacity
we would bsa able to give you the first
ship In six monthas time after the ways
ware ‘completed,

Requires No Guarantes, s

"On an order for eight ships at tids
time bullt and fully equipped delivery
New TYork harbor we would propose
A fMat price of 3149 per deadwelght ton
without any guarantes from the Govern-
ment on labor or materiala We be-
lieve this represenia tha loweat price
that can ba quolad to-day In the world
for high clans ahips of the new Ameri-
an typs for gquick delivery. On sub-
wequent orders that you might favor ns
with wa believe n substantial reductlon
could be made on this price.'”

Under dats of April 7, Chairman Hur-
ley made this reply:

‘“Your proposal to bulld eight 12,000
ton American typs #leal cargo sleam-
sihlps at the flat price of §149 per dead-
‘eight ton han been recelved. This pro-
nosal is most Interesting at this particu-
lar time when war costs have reached a
figure that mre out of all proportion
with our 1818 American prices of from

Wasninatow, April 8.—The Commar-
clal Talegraphers Unlon, through ¥. 4
McDowell, & member of the national,
grievancsd committes, fo-night asked
Postmaater-General Burlesan who would
Kot the excess Income resulting from the
20 per cent. Increase In talegram tolls
put into effect April 1. MoDowell as-
serted that the whole move Inatead of
being made necessary by wage increasss
wis done to make good the failing rev-
enusa of the Western Unlon and the
Bell systema.

The (ncreased telegraph rates will
amount to #14,000,000 a year, sald Mr.
MeDowell, The wage increase given by
Mr. Burleson as the reason for ralsing
the rates actually means a reductlon of
$3,600,000 In wages to the operalors,
he satd,

“Assuming that Mr. Burlason's state-
ment that he has ralsed telegraphers
wages $3.500,000 fs true, who will get
the additional §13,500,000 that Mr. Bur-
leson i taxing the American publie™
MaoDowell ‘anked,
go .befors Congrems, the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States, or any
falr minded body of business men and
show them not only how this $12,600.-
000 can be saved the public but justice
dons to the workers and a rulnous strike
ave

. is {m not & union proposition bHut

“We stand ready (o |
14 | Burlenon woulld follow the very course
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ready to buck with facts mnd fAgures
Mr, Burleson will huve to look elsewinre
for u ‘goat’ to jJustify himself before
the Ameriean peoples, whase comnfldence
ha han forfelted. The union Ia out of
the ‘goat’ bHusiness

Mr. McDowall recited
facts, which,
ported :

“In March, 1918, whan President Carl-
ton of the Weatern Unlon adopted his
uncompromiaing attituds toward hia em-
plovees, which eventually led Congresa
to pass the wire control bill, the profits
of the Western Unlon Telegraph Com-
pany for severanl months had shown a
nteady decrease over those same months
of the previous years

"“The report of the American Bell
Teephone and Telegraph Company, Is-
mued In March, 1018, and covering the
year 1817 (thess companies were closely
aMimted) whowed the company was
poymng dividends of § per cont, while ita
total eamnings were only 8. 83 per cent.
Bueh a small margin of earnings had
caused the stock of the company to de-
cline from 125 in 1917 to #2 In the early
part of 1918, and rumors wers con-
ttantly afloat In Wall Streat that the
8 per cent. dividend could not be maln-
talned.

“In July and August, whils the com-
pensation of thess companies was bsirng
considered, their officlals  virtuslly
camped out In Washington, during which
times thers wers several junketing tripe
Joined In by telsgraph oMclals and au-
thorities of the post office. When®he
awards wera Tfinally announced ®oth
companles wers very well satisfled with
tha 8 per cent. dividends they were
Fuarantesd,

“If Mr. Burlemon will make public the
figures they will show not only that the
companies have not earned this award
and could not have done so If allowsd
to continua the same course as before
Government operation, but that extrava-
rance nnd Inefficlancy have increased
the deficit to such an extent that the
piblla s now mwked to pay up te the
exient of from §30,000,000 to §50,000,000
mt ln_c.:maod telegraph and telephone
aten

The Telegraph Operators Union tonths
ago had = wstrong sumplcion that Mr.

the following
he declured, could be sup-

he has taken, Mr, McDowell declared.
He added that the union had been busy
for months collecting aMdavits to refute
the claim,

Mr. McDowall declared that undesr the
Government administration of the wire

a buminesa proposition, which we are

systems the payrolls had been padded.

He cited an Instance of whers under pri-

vate control a girl employed at $856 a
month had announced oallers to the su-
perfntendent and she aleo war used to
chodk boruses. This same service undey
Government oporation comt $8,000 & yeor,
he sald, He clted other instances aino,

Mr, McDowell satd that instead of ln-
creaning oparators’  wilarias—the #ole
reason Mr. Burleson a=signed for ralsing
the wire rates—the Incomen of operators
had besiy decreamed, g

“Mr. Burleson saya that he has raised
the wages of tha employees 83,600,000
mald Mr. McDowall, “"We y that he
has lowered them by that ount. Let
uf mes on what our estimarte Is bamed.
Mr, Burleson's award (s for 6 and 10
pr cent. increnss to men who have been
ctntinwously In the service for six and
twelve months. We say that this does
net affect 90 per cemnt, of tha men In Lhe
service except that It decreases tholr
rarrnge. The 80 per cent. are In the
marm boat as T am. | have bean over a
Veat In the service of the Postal Tele-
graph Company in Dallas and in Wash-
nEten, hut becauss | was not & year In
e wr the other of thess ofMoes 1 do not
#et tha Increase. whila my pay I8 de-
ireased by the cut In overtime. 1In tha
Washington office there are 100 men.
Hix are entitled to the increase, but they
lose their overtims, That meana that
the six actually lose §110 & month. Tha
other ninety-four loas over §5,000 a
month,

“l have besan careful in glving this
statement to state only the busineas side,
the alde that must appeal to business
man. The union simply appeals to busi-
nesa men to join in cancelling this as-
seasmant of 816,000,000 on the American
publle and avert a strike which must
work a terrible hardship on them., Wae
do not wish the strike, but If we can get
justice In no olher way we will have it
Ia that way."”

ARMY CUT 44 PER CENT.
Numbered 2,085,718 and 17,788
Marinea April 1,
Wasmioroxw, April 8.—Om April 1,
the War Department announced to-day,
the aguregate strangth of the Amerlcan

Army was 1,085,718, exeluding the

17.788 marines with the expaditionary
forces. This total shopes & net decrease
of 44 per cent. from November 11 Imat,

The army is now dlvided as follows:
In Europe, 1,866.610; tn Slberia, 8,823
in the United States, 882,084; Insular
p:mq.lonn. 36,412 at mea (April 1),
82.789.
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Sizes 34 to 44.

Broadway %a kg &@nmpang at 34th St. ,'

Offer Remarkable Values Today and Thursday, in a

Sale of Women’s Ultra-Smart

Spring Suits
Modelsinspired by very
costly importations

 29.50

Not a limited quantity

suits, but a wonderful assort-
ment of the most charming
blouse, box coat, and belted
suits created for the present sea-

son, carefully tailored in

Men's wear serge, tweeds,
gabardine, wool Jerséy, and
lined
with plain or novelty silks.

heather mixtures,

~

Fourth Floor.

o —

of

264 to 368 per deadwelght ton on oll
tankers and of from §50 a ton for 5,000
ton cargo steamships to §68 a ton for|
high class 9,200 ton cargo steamships
with a spead of from 11 to 12 knota
Most prices mentioned and talked about |
for 1918 lLave heen from $185 to §223.

“Your proposal mosl effectively an-|
swers the questions as 1o whether our |
steamihips can compele in prices with '
foreign shipyards. You have demon-
strated what a we!ll managed and eM-
clently run  American shipyurd thut
inows its cost of production can do in |
compatition with the leading shipyards.
in this and other countries. ;

Gratifying te Comntry, |

|

“The receipt of such a bld fram one of
our best yards at this period In the de- |
velopment of our shipbullding industry
will ba most gratifying to the country,
as It is snfe to swssume that If we can
build ships at these Ngures now In &
sbort time the prices will be further sub.
stuntially reduced.

“Buch a reduction will give us an op-
partunity to establish Armly our ship-
bulldiag industry and will allow us to'
obtain ships at prices reasonable snough
1o compete with forelgn ship operators,
| shall take the matter up At once and
advise you."

nossieur,

il

At

Soft, rich-looking Swiss Silks in French Blue, Persh.
Brown and a host of other new shades; a lustrous
Silk in All-over novelty patterns; smart Poplins
| the riches of the rainhow, and All-over Satins
that have no counterparts in any other collection,

e ARG &anmpang R

Saks &Campany

CAnnounce ‘Beginningy To-day

A Very Important

Sale of 4800 Men’s Cravats
At .55, .85 and 1.65

The finest cravats seen in Manhattan for many seasons, pro-
duced in the richest silks and satins loomed for Spring by
leading European and American mills.
colorings and patterns are not only new and different, but so
beautifully blended as to provide inspiration even to the con-
Here are a few of the silks:

SUN, WEDNESDAY, APRIL
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BY HINES AND PEEK

Progress Made, but No Decie
sion Neached on Standard-
ization Plan.

-
Special Despateh to Tum Buv
Wasminoron, Aprll 0 —Whallter I
Hines, Director-General of Hallroads,
and George N. Peel. chalrman of the
Industrial Board of the Department of
Commerce, conferred alone to-day in
an effort to reconclis thelr divergences
over standardiging prices, but no de-
cislon was reached, Frogross was re-
ported after the mesting and another

conferance betwean the two men (s to bhe
held Thursday.

1t in understood thit Director-General
Hinea relteratad his opposition to the
plan to have the rallroads buy steel

products, Including rails, at the prices
fixed by the Industrial Board. Mr. Peek,
it also 18 reported, contlnues ready to
chiunge the procedurs If a better plan In
suggested than Lhe one already put for-
'ward by himmelf and his associates, It
| also 1a asserted that Director Hines has
not shown thit the stesl price schedule,
as already fixed, ia high or unfalr

Offclals are confident apparently of a
satiafactory adjustment of the entire
steel price sltuation, Every effort I8
| being made Lo restors harmony betwean
the Industrinl Board and the ofMciunls
who were il odds as n result of the Arst
conference and the refusal of Dirsctor-
Genoral Hines to accept the bourd's ac-
tion,

The Indusirial Board to-day an-
nounced that the “price stabllisation” on
sand and gravel had been abandoned In
the following statemeant:

“In relation to wmand, gravel and
crushed stone the Industrial Board an-
nounces that, owing to the large number
of firme and individuals engaged in the
burinens and the local charsotar of their
operations, competitive cofditions within
the Industry are so definite and persiet-
ent that nothing mores can ba done by
the board than to recommend a continus-
tion of the practice of competitive bid-

ding in governmental purchasss

U. S. TO FIND USE
FOR MOTOR TRUCKS|

Machines Bought for Wuri
Uses Will Be Utilized. .

Wasminarox, April 5. —Requlremenis
of the various Government departments
probably will consume practically the
snfire War Departmont surplus in inos
tor truckas and motor cars, Acting See-
retary Crowall sald to-day. The Die-
partinent of Agriculture alone, in con-
nection with the road bullding activie
tles of the Government in eooparation
with the States, he adaed, will take
over a vast quantity of motor equipment
to be supplied to the Etates In carry-
ing on the work.

Dellvery on war contracts for Lrucks
and all othar equipment has reached its |
peak, Mr. Crowell sald. Thesa d-H\'-l,
eries represent the completion of the
portion of the ordera which could not
ba muspended when hostilities ceasad,
fabrication having advanced too far or

the plants not being prepared to shifk
eatlly to pemce time production. To mo-
commodate this material Yarge extension
of storage facilitles has been necossaAry.
ungd the War Departmeant s now oons
siructing additional storehouses at many
polints

Mueh of the material cannot be lafg
to mtand in the weather without serls
olls damage, the Becrstary pointed out.
Al the proving grounds storshouses for
pun  limbers and caleons are belng
stocted and at other points shelters fof
motor trucks are being put up. It has
hoen Agured that this provision for th
trualis will cost about 385 a truek, b
it in felt that the expense is fully juse
tified.

Prallminkry estimates of ateal sur<
plus owned by the War Department puts
tha amount at 1,000,000 pounds.
inrgs part of this is in partly fabrioatsd
parte taken over on suspended contracts,
and the Inventory is not complete. Sheld
hlanks, the forging or oastings turned
out ta he machined into projectilea, form

| n considernble part of the total, although

some In In the form of Ingota.

While the department purchased this
materinl as fabricated it will bs disposed
of as scrap, having no other commeroial
urs,  The only markst for 1t will be tha
#teal milln that can pass it through fure
naces for reworking as raw material

—__ — __ ___ _ _______

' Broaduay %ahﬁ & mnmpang at 34th St.

Will Place on Sale Thg's Morning

450 Wardrobe, Dress 2nd Steamer

TRUNKS

very low prices only until our present supply is exhausted.

At Prices Much Below Regular

These trunks are all of the very finest construction, are perfect in every particular, and will be obtainable at thess

Immediate selection will mean a substantial saving.

— ——

[llustrated. A roomy,

} 36-Inch Wardrobe T runks
Special at $17.95

trunk, fitted with three drawers, patented swinging re

hard

vulcamzed fibre covered

[Hlustrated.

heavy centre bands.

Full-Size Wardrobe Trunks
Special

A fine bulge-
eredd with hard vuleanized {ibre abd reinforced with two
Its f'l}]lil!ll'l]]('"l consists of five hll"g(‘

top Wardrobe Trunk. cov-

[ THustrated.,
| two fibre centre bands, dra

each price their

[ rack, laundry bag and

T hree-Quarter Wafdrobe
- Trunks, Special at $29.75

A substantial all-round edged trunk with

Fitted with five large drawers, patented removuble garment

.\Il.lu'

w bolts and reliable snaploek,

purkc'l -

| Specia

A substant
lined with hard wvuleanized

Tllustrated.

Lray.

VacationanaCamping T runks

The best trunk ever offered at the price.

1 $10.95

wally  built trunk, covered and
fibre and equipped with top

movable trolley with six hangers, and laundry bag. drawers, removable swinging garment rack with twelye |
’ ' hangers. and laundry baz.
e — —— - ——

Special

Well
trunks, covered with hard valcunized fibre and reinforeed
with two stout tibre contre band-

[Hlustrated.

top tray. All sizes

Ideal Short-Trip Trunks

constricted

$16.95

short-trip  or  steamer

Fitted with deep covered

Special

Round-Edged Dress T runks

Hlustrated, A tronk so thoroughly constructed it
must give good scrvice, Cavered with hard vuleanized
fibre, and trimmed with the best of hardware. Fitted
with deep eovered top tray and extra skirt tray. All sizes.

$17.95
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