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NEWS AND GOSSIP OF THEATRES

III rflHP l'C:jll
-- ILL theatrical manaRors tost- -

YW ify in the future before jio- - ii

Uirles public, like clrculu- -
. tion managers of newspapers, as to

the actual number of laughs in hu-
morous plays produced by them? It
begins to look that way. Frederick
Calvin, buslnes manager for Mr. nnd
Mrs. Coburn, lias started the fashion
by a unique and unprecedented pro-
cedure.

There lias been a controversy as to
the number of laughs per minute at
performances of "The Better Ole" at
the Cort Theatre. Calvin has contin-
uously stated that the number of
laughs or minute easily averaged
three. This statement was disputed,
and finally, to prove his contention,
Calvin made a test last Thursday
night. He recorded the number of
laughs during the entlro performance,
using an automatic counter. Then
1m went leforo a notary public last
Friday afternoon and swore to tho
truth of tho following statement:

"To-da- y there personally appeared
beforo me, Frederick Calvin, business
manager for Mr. and Mrs. Coburn,
who declared that last night, March
"Uth, at a performance of "Tho Better
'Ole.' ho recorded the number of
laughs during tho performance of the
play, using for this purpose iwn auto- -
,matic counter. This counter record-
ed 194 spontaneous laughs during tho
first act and 202 during the second act,
making a total of 396 laughs. The en-
tlro length of the performance is 150
minutes; therefore, tho record shows
that there were nearly threo laughs
to the minute."

"And theso were not snickers, gig-
gles or chuckles," says Calvin. "They
wero genuine, hearty laughs."

Hilda ffSpong will play tho leading
role In "Mrs. Drummond's War Re- - I

Hof," a. comedy by Mrs. Nina Larrey I

Duryea, which will bo given at the
Waldorf-Astori- a on Sunday evening,
May 4th, and Monday afternoon, May
5th, for tho benefit of tho Duryea War
Hollef. Miss Spong, under whose di-

rection the play will be staged, has
recured tho cooperation of Henry
Hull. John Sainpolls, Olive May, Su
zanne Westford, Madge Edison, Cath- - i

erino Calhoun Doucct, Mrs. Thcodo-sii- B

Stevens, l'uul Doucct, Barlow
Borland, Clura Bracy, Virginia Fore-
man and littlo Lorna Volare. Will-
iam Gillette and Bruco Mcllao have
volunteered for two of tho minor roles
and Miss Spong has assigned to them
tho parts of the butlers who announco
tho guests in the last net. Edgar
Foreman is directing tho rehearsals.

Ada Lewis. In "Listen, Lester" at tho
Knickerbocker Theatre is a peaceful
individual, but to see tho other sldo
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of her just start a little conversation
about the managerial method of telect- - I

Ing actors and actresses by what is
known as the "type" system.

"There's a little bit of anarchy in all
of us," says MIt.s Lewis, "and I do

AMUSEMENTS.

YORK'S LEADING THEATRES SUCCESSES.
war and 40th StEMPIRE E at h:20. Mats.i Sat at 220.

6TH MONTH
II Alt It IU AT HIS Hi:sT." Times

CJIAULE9 FKOIIMAN presents

WILLIAM
GILLETTE

--

J.M.BARRIES BESTCOMEDYT-W- c

DEAR
BRUTUS

MATINEES Vt KDNKSIIAl A nAT'T.

rl IBFRTl 'I HUA..W.42 8t. Ee8-20- ,

Maw. Wed and Sat., .

iiTRIUMPH
.V. Y. SUX

HENRY MILLER
BLANCHE BATES

H0LBR00K BLINN
ESTELLEWINW00D

In a now play by Philip Moeller.

k "MOLIERE" a
POPULAR PRICE HATINtE WEDNESDAY

Ullol'errt-a'it- !

ihe

Mr Mrs foR.mH

com THEATRE WcstSSt tves820 I

PUNCH & JUDY S'TVw9.?:
In njiito of the fart that Tony

Hant'fl womitvful MaxionuttoH in
Thickpray'w charming "Tho Kcmw
ami tho King" uro belli m; out atevery performance, tho original
arrangement cannot 1k changtMl.
Ilcnon thmo fascinating littlo play-
er must loao at the cud of thin

To provide for ak many na
The Marionette will appar

at tbrtn mat. mxta rTliundav. Fri-
day and Hat unlay at it V M .

K?y Kwnlng at t. and again on
KatuTday morning at li.

D WAY3SV
KNICKERBOCKER ' CVS 8tM0.

K1.AW & EI! LANCE It Manager I

5th BIG MONTH
JUHN COKT'S NEWEST. IIIGGES

AND BEST MUSIfAl ro"nv

Q Uy Hwrv 1 Cvrt flerire Ii PtuthUrd I

fS it: Th SUlatltt.1 JUacln
Oiorua Krrr reen on UrondwRT,

seem to see red when the question of
'types' Is brought up,

"I quite understand there is much
to be said in its favor from tho man-
agerial point of view, but tho type sys-
tem is a great Injustice to tho actress.
For instance, I am given credit for
originating the 'tough girl' type, and
because I have played many such
characters since, managers are apt to
think I can play nothing else. Fortu-
nately I have always seen the danger
of the type system, and consequently
I got away from the tough girl types
years ago and proved I could play
other things.

"Actors and actresses who become
associated with one kind of part may
be even more clever in some other
part, but they are never given the op-

portunity to try. Of course, a fat man
cannot play a thin man's part, but a
thin man can build himself to play a
fat man. A cushion Is excellent for
fatten'ng.

"An actor worth while can play any
part. Why should his opportunities be
limited? If ho is associated with one
role, when that role goes out of style
(and roles do go out of style the same
as fashions do) he is a heavy sufferer."

The three black! face characters who
furnish the "cullud" atmosphere In
Mrs. Fiske's production of "ills' Nelly
of X' Orleans" have each had nn ex-

ceptional experience In such parts.
Eva Benton, who portrays the plain-

tive voiced Old Mammy Zejih'rlnc, ap-

peared in one of her most successful
dialect parts as Ole 11 ua In "The Trail
of tho Lonesomo line," which sho
played for threo successive years.
Acain as Sauma In Belasco's produc
tion of "Tho Heart of Wetona" she
achieved a remarkable effect with her
glum Indian dialect. One of her most
effective "black face" parts was that
of the Mammy in Eugeno Walter's
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play "Tho Knife." Yet of all the dia-
lect parts which Miss Benton has
tackled sho prefers above ull an In-
dian role. As a child sho learned
"Hiawatha" by heart, recited it when-ov- er

an opportunity offered and spent
hours practising the Indian walls. And
she still looks forward to another op-
portunity to portray an Indian role.

Joseph Dunn, the incorrigible Unc'
Bozo of "Mis' Nelly of N Orleans." be-
gan his career in "The Drummer Boy
of the Ilappohannock." At tho ago ot
20 he Joined- - a repertoire company In
Michigan and played a different part
every night. In "Potash and I'erlmut-ter.- "

"He Comes Up Smiling" and Wal-
ter Lawrence's "Come Back to Erin"
he has had an opportunity to test his
proficiency In various dialects. But
Mr. Dunn Is loyal to the "black face"
part and says that he would rather
play a coon than anything else.

Doris Moore, the black and woolly
headed AnoeUque, has been seen be-

fore on Broadway as master or rather
mistress of a delightful Irish brogue.
This was a six weeks appearance
at the Lyric Theatre as Peg in "Peg o'
My Heart," after Laurettc Taylor left
for London. After a long tour on the
road as Peg she spent her tlmu play-
ing Ingenues In Western stock com-
panies. A black face part, however.
Is not Miss Moore's metier- At pres-
ent she aspires to any role that Is easy
on the cutnPlexlon.

It Is a far cry from singing baKads
In front of a p'ano in Sitka, Alaska, to
playing tho leading role In a farce on
Broadway, but that Is the unusual rec-
ord of Lynne Overman, who has it
eelved the highest encomiums of praise
for his distinctive characterizations of
tho title character in George V. s

dream-pla- y, "Come On, Char-
ley," at the Forty-e'ght- h Street Thea-
tre. Overman's Initial effort at earning--a

livelihood was ,as a jockey, but for
reasons unrecorded ho was ruled off
tho Western turf when he was riding
for tho H. O. Budwell stables. Ho was
then selred with wanderlust and
struck out for Alaska. After a varied
and somewhat eventful and interesting
career In "The Land of the Midnight
Sun" Overman resolved to turn his
talents to the profesa'onal stage, and
after a zigzag journey he finally
reached New York. Hero he encoun
tered the usual and proverbial hard
knocks in seeking an engagement, but
ho eventually "landed" and was em-- 1

ployed for several seasons playing t

Juvenllo comedy ports of tour In "Hoy
of Compan B." "The Wolf," "A Stub-bo-

Cinderella" and other road or-

ganizations.
It vert nltmvfi th ernfll nf mv ambi

tions to be a burnt cork minstrel man," '

said Mr. Overman In his dressing
room last night, "and you can Imag- - j

Ine my delight when I was emraced
as end man with Ward Wade'n
Mastodon Minstrels. That Is the high '

spot in my young life," Overmn n con
tlnuetl. "We played every tank and
hamlet In the middle and far West,
Including Bad Ax and Wounded Kneo '

and other unheard of communities
Tho tour was n continuous round of
experience, with apologies to Georga
V. Hobart."

Overman's next move was to stock
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leading man. Ho was five
with tho Albeo' company In
playing a wide range of
He then became a headlinrr in "big
timo" vaudeville and for three seasons
was under personal contract with
K. F. Albce, playing a one act sketch
called "Bone-hea- Billy," a tabloid
version of "The Highest Bidder," and
May Tully's "Mary's Ankle," after- -

ward elaborated Into a three act
comedy. He was then engaged for the
principal comedy role In Andreas
Dlppol's revlvat of "The lxe Mill,"
when he attracted tho attention of tho
Selwyns, who engaged him fof
"Fair and Warmer." Later he played
for a year In "Oh, Boy."

In creating the principal feminine
role of "The Unknown Purple" Koland
West and Carlylo Moore have put be-

fore the public eye a woman who
has no And the sharp,
critical eye of the woman
recognizes the type and deplores it.
To Helen MacKellar falls the almost,
thankless task of the type.
Privately Miss Is a
stanch upholder of and
here Ih what she has to say about
J excel, the wife of ;

"It is of no use for women to de-
ceive Jewel Is a woman
who should be taken by our own sex
and degraded to the place where sho
belongs. Marriage Is worse than a
mockery with such women. It is
egallzed of tho worst
ype. She is a habitual criminal, and

the world knows of no other method
with such criminals than to put them
n -tl to rot to death Legally sho

commits no crime, but morally she
commits most of the crimes that arc
plnred at man's door.

"The tyie Is easily
First, the woman has nerves. Always

Is the demand for money. If

VARIETY.

Bernard
the Century
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Germans overseas, is now in a
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and stories of the will
supply what's lacking in many
lives. Amelia Stone and Arman
Kaiiz in a "Song by
Edgar Allan Woolf and Arman
Kaliz, will carry charm to a high
degree of

BUSHWICK Marie Cahill
receives a

return from
that she has now been in-

duced to come into this of
the world. C. B. Maddock will
present "Not Yet,

William Edward
Buzzell, Peggy Parker and a
spirit of reckless but innocent
gayety. Lou Holtz, "Father
Joy's Boy," will expel a few
songs and make a at-

tack upon the
STAR When a
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leave the audience in that condi-
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tho husband cannot supply tho needs
she knows wnero to get- - It. , The rest

, follows as a matter of course. She
cares nothing foe hr husband, or
for her lover, or even for a baby, Tho
only, good thing about .the whole stato
or. arfairs, to my way of thinking, is

, the fact that the 'woman is never
really ltappy, she Is akin to a miser.
His only lovo Is money; her only love
I" clothes. But there can bo no real

! happiness for cither, for happiness
only comes with the love of a Human
Dl'lllff."

Now that the adaptors havo beun
on Ilnero'u plays, nothing will evi-
dently escape the composer and the
librettist. Now Oulda's "Moths."
which had a long vopue in London as
o play, is to be made Into a musical
comedy, although it is not easy to
understand what In It appealed to the
authors. In all, nine dramatic ver-
sions of Oulda's novel wero made while
t'- was at tho height of its popularity
about 1881. The ono produced hero at
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