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“Against the Winds”

— KATE JORDAN

CHE smpediments that  mterfered

with Naoomi Tway’s pursuit of lib-
ond happiness, i Kate
Agoinst  the were o singularly
soidid 1nd bratal assortment of tragedies.
She was driven from her dirty, unkempt
homwee in a Southern town by the lli.‘-’d"l)\'l‘l"\'
that her mother followed the profession
of Mrs. Warren ol memory.
She made o failure ol
existence in New York

Jordan’s
Winds,

nnSsayer
4 stenographer’s

and marticd @

eommoreinl traveller as her enly port in
the storm of her life. Then experience
vevealed to her that her hasband wus

giver to sodden sprees that lost him place
after place saperficial
eleve mess as a salesman.

To 1ide over one of
financial depression Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Caren wenl to live in & =ubarban Hud-on

gpite of his

these periods ol

River village whieh wns ,\n'l.\? bicth
ploce and where be still owned his boy-

hood's howe. Now Naom: Canen was dis
tinetly lovely and Gilbert [lampton (the
ineviiable rieh, idle waster of fiction) fell
in love willh her. He persumded Nasomi
to clope with him with the understanding
that when Aady gt his dvoree they would
be married. Bul Naonu's beauty of ehar
peter was oo muech even for Iu!tn rt the

“S5eenis per agate Hoe, 14 floes fo an lonon,
Neyen wurds to s line,
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wicked, He came ek and told Naom:
ou the eve of their clopment thal he had
never intended to marry hev.  And baek
she went to Andy to dizcover he was dy
ing of caneer,

And while Naomi performs
to her hushand of playing the sac
wife Gilbert 15 fighting with the French in
the war. The reader is left
that no Boele bullet is numbered for Gil

This servee

vicial

with tHhe sense

bert and that he would retam to find
Naomi a ready to be conzoled v ulow.
Like all of Mrs. Vermilyie's stories, this

ote is very well wntten and Las mwany
beantiful passages coneerned

But Naomn 15 sush a

with rural
and urban vislas,
that it is impos<ib'e to
thize with her; and this antas
heroine arouses 1= nuot
liorrors of her backgromnd
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Sea Stories
I"ml'-l‘. i f.m R T |

’l'\“ ran ki p
Poox Woans - Sy

slors dend ? 1:!:\“_\ T coiztned mecail a sined
fird elass sea surn sinee Jdaels London
Sea Weolf, And yet it seoms=_lon hore =
no elass of fetion whieh affonls a lelter
field for conirp<l, eolor and aofion, Yor
{Mn\\vrflll :.p!’u-.'ﬂ-. to fowe aronzatspon anal
the cmotons, than e i W
maritime novel

l\'-r-'-".!I_\ T mnml wa- ruen] e this

dircetion by an oil puinting hangig

the !,u])ll:. ol e ol oour Aan Franueiseo
lotels - picture of o slop g

waves i midocean. It waos an impres=i
thuge The :'L_\' was gy, the ~en wa

n gale was swerping over {hi=
fo the 1y

gray and
water, which,
tke  wind,

swingin:s thim of

undulated  cpormons  vaves,

enel l.lppml with a rourmne  cataraet
of white,  Aerass that ocenn o tall ship
was driving —an old fasliooed wooden
-:ul';r.;; -an \l.-.Ih painfed ports  and

guacter boatz.  Under two topeals and o
foresgal 1he vessel flow before the wind,
avalunehinge down e faee of a0

Poam roevearsies Lovon e

and the
Vhove,

e Lrom the

g =t

Insw. the saills were almost
pressure of lne TN
A spirited =alt water novel wou e

ven i!‘]. :.ii-' £ 1ne

plendid thange, o On
dave, Whether the scene be set on the
ek -i,f. &i lg-‘ ner, or Jd 'r__‘-.:.--r. Or  ovean

I'my ;"]lr- I, l:ﬂ:

o barkercund of land and

.'-ui that's the thype,
Rouyn Srialii &

Berlcley, Cal., Apnl 13
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“Robmson (,rusoe

By ROSSITER JOHNSON.
-’I‘c_n e Epiroz o DOORR AND THE
: Boox Worrrn—~Sir: Reading your
'iin\".'l_\i and interesting article on Robinson
€ rusoe, o worldwide book published 200

venrs ago, Leould not help sceing one fanlt

in it. The writer elings to the assumption
that Defoe
Selkirk’s, who passed four years alone on

P_:nl. the dea of his story from

Juan Fernandez, in the Pacifie (1705-9).
Capt. Hogers, his rescocr, published lus
narrative in 1712,

It is said that the aeccusalion against
Defoe was onginally set afloat by his
politieal enemies. However that may be,
it has biem very persistent. When 1 was
one of my schoolbooks declared
hﬂ.’t“}' and ll:l\h“-\' that Defoe “stole the
story {rom Alexander Selkirk.”  And this
venerable theory eauses every voyager and
to mention
“Cra

a hoy

every wriler that has oerasion
.'lIJ.]I'I }"t'l'lmtulv.‘. lo t-{ﬂ':!‘-' tof .;nl HES
soc’s Island.”

Muany readers are ignorani of the faet
that in pervsing a book they should first
attentively read the title page. That
any ol edition of Kobinson
informs us that Lis island
“near the mouth of the great River On
;:,lllll} miles from Juan Fernandez,
a eontinent bolween.

page

{rupne was

[T

fu' alone wonll not prove that

= rk*s parrative was not the oryzinal
s book. Dut now turn to The
Lol Commrentarics of DPeru, Spanish
v nl. pablished m Condova, 1604 17.
l anthor was a mestizo, who took the
s of bis Cather, Gareilasso de la Veen,

[ the eononerors of Pern, \!!:ﬂw‘-!;n
mointo Englisli by Sie P'as R_u':m:.
It.. was published in l.v'-.ulu-': in 1HSS,
5 bfore Ihefoe wrole lizs Fa
nong stopy.  This translation is . the
New York l.lhr:n_-‘ The third ('h'.l]v‘-l r
ineindes the story of Peler Serruno, who
was shipwrecked in the Canbbean Sea

and, alone of all the erew, swam ashore
ta a desolnte island near the mouth of the
Orinoeo,  He lived at first on shvimps and
small  shellfish, then learned 1o eateh
turtles, drnnk their blood, eat their flesh
nnd use the shells 40 eatel rain water. He
prodesed fire by using =caweed as fuel
and striking his knife blade with a pebble.
Ships did not venture near the island on
areount of shoals and reefs.  (Was not the
famons Kearsarge lost in that region?)
At the end of three vears another man
swam azhore from a1 wreek—prototype of
Crasoe’s man Foday, Serrane was now
onz hair, and the
two surprised men di.ir'l:«fr'vi exch other

lunnfnlt‘la v covered \tl']l

as devila till they procaimed themselyves
Chiristians by reeiting the Creed.  They
livd there foar YEdars, atd were then
resencd.  Serrano told his story in g]e::in
gl 1 Germzny, reeeved o liheral pension
and died in Panama

selkirk was

WS}

wricked, as Cruzoe
lie was put ashore at his own request

and was provided with the

il

meuns of mak

= - - - --
e e et ——————————————————S
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President

ing u fiving. Serrane, thrown upon &
desert island, with nolhing but lis knife
and the elothes be wore, Lad (o nse ¢x-
{reme mgenuily wnd unfailing eonrage,
and Defoe, of all writers, was the one to
cxpund that ingennily to the ulmost. In-
died, that is the_cssential characlenstic of
his book.

Il appears to me to be quile a3 proper
und signifieant to memorialize the eenten-
nials of worldwide a8 of famous
men. Milton says: “A goud book is the
precious life blood of a master spirit
embulmed and treasored up en purpose
to a life beyond life We always re-
memwber the reeurrence of Shakgspeare's
birtislay and deathday, but have we ever
likewise for Cervantes and his Don
Quicote? Our own Irving finished lds most
aneerssful work, The Skateh-Rook, in
120, As is usual wilth the Lot
books, it was declined by the publishers,
and Le printed the first edition at Lis own
exprnze. Let us remember him next year.
The eentenmial of Uncle Tom's Cabin will
oceur i 1952--if (here shall be any 1952,
The Freneh revolutionists of the 1700s
changed the ealendar to suit themselves
Jolshevs (might as well antiei-

books

done

Tery

1
and the

pade the ineviluble contruetion) may abol-
izh it allogetber. Who can tell?  The
general enndition of the workl, nut less

than the destruetion of Freneh eathedrals
by ihe IHuns, veealls that solemnly clo
passage wilh which Ruskin closea
of Arvchiteecture:

uent
lits Neven ’!l.‘h?;'.‘

“1 have ]l.’l'a,wd nol onee nor bwice, as
I wrote, and oft
of what rght n'lu rwise have been im-
the thonght lias
Aelatecture
15 not

someiling

1 have ehecked the conrse

(el |-vr--|s;l~|r-n, s
erossnd me, low soon ull
exeepl that whieh
hands.  There i3
the leht wlich has enabled
with disdain npon the
ages amons whose Lu--]:,- vestiges we have
been wanderine. [ eonld smile when [
Liear the Lopeful exuliation of muany at

tany
miade with

vauln,

tnons m

s to ook baek

the new reaeh of worldly =eience and
tigor of worldly effort; as if we were
again at the beginning of days. There is

thunder on the lorizon, as well ns down.”
This was wrilten in 1818 or 1849, when
a revolulionary movement on the eonti-
nent of Burope was in progress. The
passage might well be pondered by the
architeets of a new Europea heteroge-
neons commission of slatesmen with cre-
dentials and medioerities withont —who
sit in Paris filling a spankling pot with
milk and water Lo extinguish e bon-
fire around which the Bolshevs are dan-
emg and ot which they expeet to light a
toreh fur Ameriea,
Joirx
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The u:';l.-.!mr-t ol Robert W. Chumbers
heg 1o anconnee that they are printing
the sixteenth aud ity eighth edinions, re-
p--rlih‘q]\'. of those real best sellers. Ado-
o, by (i Stanley Hall, and Care and
of Children, by Dr. Fmmelt Holt.
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