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“The Gamesters”

0O be brought up within the shadow

of a gambling house mighl seem to

be an excellont reasom why theyson and
daughter of such an establishment should
not follow that aneient profession, on the
bomeopathic prineiple that like cures like,
But suek was not the manner in which thig
law worked with Adam and Eve De Ilos,
children of the Chevalier De Reos, who
called himself an Englishman, who drifted
‘through Europe in the early years of the
eighternth century keeping gaming houses,
The reader of H. C. Bailey's sprightly
novel, The Gamesters, is intredoeed to this
trio in 1728 in Dresden, when King Fred-
erick William of Prussia was paying a
royul visit {0 Angustus the Strong. You
sense Fve's quality in the opening seene,
alluring to men by ber physical presence,
ber superh courage, her mpierlike wit that
flashed out, bt and was back in the seab-

bard in a trice. She might have been the
original of Clyde Fiteb’s Girl With the
Greem Ewes!

Eve encounters the youthful Fredenck
the Great and thinks little of him; as
men do more and more these days now

" that they have seen to what lengths such a
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spirit, reincarnaled in the late Emperor
William of Germany, can go to achieve
his base ends. Frederick is not a little
the main impulse of this tale, Frederiek in
the larger sense, and Frve's indomitable
spirit and her love of advesture. It @
this spirit, driving Adam along with Fve,
that sends the gallant pair out Lo the res-
eue of the stupid English giant Rash-
leigh, who had been kidnapped by Fred-
erick William's soldiers # make into a
Prussian grenadier. It is this spirit that,
although not' in apeordance with histary,
which enables Eve and Adam to save the
young Frederick’s foemd Licut Keith
from the King of Pyussia’s hands when
the famous plot of Frederick's to escape
mto France is nipped in the bud
Fumiliars with the life of Frederick the
Great wiil reuember Licut. von Katte and
his death %y musketry,” as the couris-
martial sentences read, at Cistrin. Mr,
Bailey calls von Katte Keith and sends
him off in & carriage with that silly
¥rapkfort maiden Lilla von Voight, sim-
ply because 'tis preftier so. And it is
this spirjt that drove Eve and Adam to
aiding the British Ambessador at Munich
€0 cure a certain “Mr. Neville” of a fool-
ish flirtation with a petly prineess.

Eve’s suceess at this game made spies of
sister and brother for the English. And in
following Frederick in his first Silesian
eampaign they had trials enough, such
as are the portion of spies, in flction at
least. Not the Jeast of Eve's trounhles is
the pursuit of her by “Mr. Neville,” who
is no less & personage than the Duke of
Severn and who would like to be an im-
perturbable Englishman of the Guards-
man type, bt whe is often made to look
very foolish by the circumstances of
Frederick’s eampaign and by Eve's wilful-
ness. Sinee nothing ean resist that tvpe
of Britcn, in the end Eve marries him
and Adum has a marital adventure of his
own. No novel of the day can hold a
eandle to this for pallant adventures,
sprightly dinlogue and quickly shifting
seene. If it is not a profonnd historieal
romance, il hos the admirable merit of
bholding the reader ia thrall from first
page to last, which is what all books are
written for and not all achieve so sue-
ceasfully as this one of Mr, Bailey's.

THE GAMESTERS. By H. (. Banzy. E
P. Dutten & Co. $L.75.
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._ I_Iia*n“}—l‘ay W;'ifes-_Yank Talk

E bave beard much of the spiriinal

miracles that were to be worked
by the war, of how through its influence
we were to besome betier men and women,
better citizens, more patriotic; to be
awakened to & finer sense of obligation fo
the peoples of other nations. Our artists
were to be broadened, our writers were to
be lifted to a higher plane. But we con-
feas we have been disappointed with the
result. New York women, for example,
have not learned to keep guist while the
national anthem is being played in thea-
tres or restaurants Our youths have not
improved their manners in publie. Our
artists have not vet visibly been moved to
any great heights, nor have our writers.
But ome literary miracle at least has been
worked by the war. This is that a Seol,
of all people, has learned to write like an
American !

Proof is ta be found in the pages of
Inn Hay's The Last Million, a book de-
voted to deseribing how the Ameriean
Army went to England and Franee; what
social, elimatie and military experiences it
enjoyed and endured there; and how they
helped to win the, war, to finish the task
begun in part by the first hundred
thousand, one of whom Major (Ian Hay)
Beith was, Strietly as an American war-
book Major Beith’s marrative will not
eumpar: with Col. Frederick Palmer's
America tm France or with Gibbons's And
They Said We Wouldn't Fight. Rather
is it for Ian Hay's style that the reader
will find his profit in reading this en-
gaging snd amusing tale. ¥or it is de-
cidedly flattering to us that a man with
so great a charm of style as bms been Ian
Hay's in the past should imitate the

MARCEL BERGER'S

A LIFE AT STAKE
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Joe McCarthy, privates both, for Joe's
kick on going 4,000 miles to find war:
“Listen, Joe, that stuff don't go here. T
know you have heen mighty seasick, and
you're sore on the food and the monotony,
and the other little glooms that come

\

“Cervantes”

IIE MASTER SPIRITS OF LIT-
ERATURE wevies, to judge from
the first three volumes, offers something
more than a sebolastic handling of old ma-
terial. The Tolsfoy and Cervantes, which
we have examined, are very readable pres-
entations of the Ifé and work of two
master spirits. They are, particularly the
Cervantes, nurly'ﬂ romantic as some
of the works they deseribe and shoald
sppeal to a wider publie than s found
within the walls of schools and universi-
tics. Tley are scholurship made bearable.
Prof. Badolph Shevill's Cerveniss is
the Istest addition to the semes. While
this s not so well writlen or so dispas-
sionately conecived as Prof. Noyes's Tol-
stoy, it is rendered rather more gitractive
throngh the intrinsie interest of the faets,
It is known that the anthar of Dow Qui-
zole wove into the fabrie of his tales,
poems and plays many of the incidents
of lis own life, and it becomes evident to
the realer of this life that beside the ad-
venturcus career of the writer even Dow
Quirote seems a trifle pale.

In the case of Cerranses the biographer
is baflea by a complicated mass of more
or less fragmentary and eontradietory de-
tails and he must often rpsort to narrative
portions of the works of the amthor.
Prof. Schevill, while be bases few direet
assertions upon such evidence, must of
necessity theorize a good deal in order to
make a fairly complete story of his hero's
Tife,

To onc who is mot a Cervantist and
makes no preiensions o an academic
knowledge of the faets, it seems that Prof.
Schevill 18 occasionally eversemloms in
making out a complele biography where
an i one would serve as well
At least we should willingly accept an ex-
planation of such facls as are nccessible
ndr?slemlmlwiththel.-enimﬂnt

Prof Schevill is constantly on the de-
femsive when he refers to Cervantie’s
family, as if it were his sillair o ree fo it
that we slur is cast upon the charaster of
the great Spaniard’s sisters or brothers
or daaghters. The following words cecar
in eomnection with an incident of mimor
imporiance, wherein Cervantes’s daugh-
ter was possibly implicated in a murder:
e . the epmode continmes to be
perplexing and pomnful” We have iali-
cized the lnst word. Ome might imagime
Prof. Schevill a pious descendant of the
family. f :
This new life of Cerrantes is stimu-
lating: it goads one to pick up Deon Qui-
rote once again (that s if one ever opened
the book at all). After all, can much
more be said of soch a stady?

CERVANTES. By Broowrs Boasviza., Def-
field & Co. $2.25.

His
Wifes Job

Should she—could she—
give up the success she had
struggled to achieve while
her hasband fought in
France? An ezceedingly
timely and comvinciag
| story of a butterfly wife’s
transformation into a
business woman and the
problem which confronts
herin her returned sol-
digr-hushand’s opposition
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