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Review of Unceas-
ing Fight Against
the Enemy at
Home Shows How
I. W. W. and Its

Were
Held in Check
During War
Br GEORGE N. MURDOCK.

Former special agent of the United
ftates Bureau of Investigation of the
Department of Justice and special nt

to the Attorney-Genera- l, vho
hail charge of the preparation of the
evidence in the catc at Chicago where
mnetu-thre- e defendants were con-- i

Icted, and assisted in the prosecution
nt the case at Bacremento, Cat., where
'arty-si- x were convicted. He proo-abl- u

has an acquaintance with more
members of the I. TP. TV. and a letter
understanding of their methods than
eny other man outside of that organi-
sation.

battle against the traitor
THE the borders of the

United State during the two
yars of the war against Germany Is
t. matter to which little space has
W n given and to which little attention
r.ai been paid, yet an unceasing and
' tfectlve campaign was waged, which
'".til the close of the war successfully
toot every attack of the enemy which
halted only the departure of the troops
to begin Its wild career of sabotage
and destruction here.

Tills activity centred in an organi-
sation called the Industrial Workers
of the World, commonly known as the
1 W W.. which from the time of Its
organization In Chicago In 1904 had
drawn to Its membership the worst of
i!ns criminal element of Europe and
America. The doctrine that a member
f as no longer liable to the capitalistic
"W of this country, except as a mat-
ter of convenience to himself, made it
a haven for every evildoer who had
fIt the displeasure of that same de-

nted law. It was adopted by every
ltator, anarchist and outcast labor

faker in the country, end soon styled
ltelf "The One Big Union."

JTajrwood Becomes Leader,
T Klit of its teachings was that

r '1 entitled to all it produces and
Uie wage system must be abol-- i'

he-- i This result waa not to be
by legal methods or by

Poinral action, but by direct and
. .... ,.v atipn wie general suijco ana
Jbotage until the employer, no

j ynser able to profit by the labor of

others, would be forced to surrender
his business to the workers, to be
run by them for their own benefit.

Until tho outbreak of the European
war tho sect made little headway, but
In 1914 William D. Haywood of Coeur
d'Alene fame was elected general secret-

ary-treasurer and became Its leader,
bringing about a centralization of tho
scattered membership. Up. I to this
time the "Wobbly," as they1-- 1 fondly
called themselves, desired only enough
of this world's goods to satisfy his
immediate wants, which could be se-

cured by begging or stealing from the
'master class," and any one working

more than thirty days In any one
year was called a "Joblte" and prompt
ly expelled from the order. Hay- -
wcod, however, changed all this. No
more begging. No more "Jungllng"
(sleeping) in the halls. The preamble
adopted declared that "The working
class and the employing class have
nothing in common," and that, "It is
the historic mission of tho I. W. W.
to overthrow the present system, take
possession of tho earth and machin
ery of production and build the now
society in the shell of the old."

Haywood realized that this mission
could never bo accomplished by idle-

ness and agitation, so issued the order
that each member must "function on
the job." This did not mean to go to
work, but did mean to collect wages
and at the same Umo to Inflict every
damage conceivable by a depraved
mind upon tho property of the boss.

Sabotage became a scientific study,
and the most up to dato and approved
methods of destruction wero taught
by speakers and literature. Tho sign
of sabotage was the black cat, and
the wooden shoe and ts threat or use
was made known to Its victim by a
small stlckerette bearing one or both
of these symbols.

Opposition to all governmental au-
thority caused this class to be opposed
to peace officials of every character,
and especially to militia or armies of
any sort. One stlckerette which was
widely scattered read: "A policeman
is a pimple, n. soldier a boll, upon the
body politic." From tho beginning
they had opposed all wars, not from
conscientious scruples, but because all
wars were considered capitalistic wars,
bi ought about by the capitalists to ac
complish the murder of the worker.

This attitude strengthened the order,
bringing Into Its ranks the saclflst ele
ment, the moral coward and a great
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foreign following, so that by tho time
of their tenth annual convention held
In December, 191C, they felt strong
enough to Issue their "Declaration of
War," which read:

''With the European wur for con
quest raging and destroying the lives,
class consciousness and unity of the
workers and tho ever growing agita-
tion for military preparedness cloud-
ing the main issues and delaying tho
realization of our ultimate aim. with
patriotic and therefore capitalistic as-

pirations, we openly declare ourselves
the determined opponents of all na-
tionalistic sectlonlsm, or patriotism,
and tho militarism preached nnd sup-
ported by our one enemy, the capitalist
class. Wo condemn all waru, nnd for
the prevention of such we proclaim tho

st propaganda in time of
peace and In time of war the general
strlko in all industries."

Rallying- Point for
War with Germany was then rap-Idl- y

approaching and Haywood sent
his agitators and organizers Into every
vital Industry lr. the country. Money,
heretofore scarce, suddenly became
plentiful. The harvest he already
controlled through an organization of
40,000 agricultural workers, so he
transferred the head man of that body,
one Walter T. Nef, a German alien,
from that Industry to the marine In-

dustry and Philadelphia was choeenns
tho headquarters. Frank Little (later
lynched at Butte, Mont.) was sent Into
the copper regions of Arizona, Utah
and Montana. To ulchard Ilrazler
and James Rowan was entrusted the
organization of the lumber workers
and expsrleooed sgttators were gent
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nto the coal fields, oil fields, textile,
railroad and construction Industries.

In early February, 1917, diplomatic
relations were revered with Germany
and the I. W. W. was again the rally
ing point for unci

of every iort. On March 4

the Lumber Workers Industrial Union
was organized at Spokane, Wash.,
based upon the resolution that if Con-
gress should pass a conscription law a
general strike would be called. By
taking advantage of bad working con-

ditions In tho lumber Industry, brought
about by the strenuous efforts being
made to secure lumber for shipbuild-
ing, cantonments and airplane con-
struction, nnd hiding their real pur-
pose from tho honest worker, these
agitators In two months secured an
immense following among the lumber
workers In the States of Washington.
Idaho, Oregon nnd Montana. Their
system of terrorism forced the remain-
ing lumbermen either to Join or get
off the job.

In the East Net had succeeded be-
yond all expectations and by April 6
had large memberships In tho ports of
Boston, New York, Norfolk and Balti-
more, and absolute control of the ports
cf Philadelphia and Tamplco. In the
copper Industry thn Austrian, Mexican
nnd Finnish mlnerH, readily Indorsed
the new creed; tho first two nationali
ties because of hatred for nil things
American, nnd the last because of
traditional opposition to conscription
Legitimate organized labor was almost
driven from tho mines. The migratory
agricultural worker started on the tour
from Oklahoma, to North Dakota so
well organized that no on could ride
a freight wlthoufibi red card.
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FOOD PRODUCTS for THE ARMY.

Along with tho organization of th
Industries went tho antt-wa- r nnd antl- -
conscrlption ngltatlon, so that by Juno
5. registration day, every member un-

derstood that he was not expected to
register for the "European Hluughtcr-fest- "

and in many places this went so
for as open organized opposition. At
Kockford, 111., hundreds marched to the
Jail and requested to be locked up for
refusing to register, and In the iron
and copper regions the refusal was
general.

Thousands of members were arrested
by the Government authorities nnd
for the first ttrno the "Class War Pris-
oner" was heard of, and the motto,
"Out of the Jails, or out of the Indus-
tries," became common.

War Work Seriously Hampered.
Those summer months of 1917 were

serious times for the men in chargo
of the prosecution and preparation for
war. While every effort was belnr
made to raise and equip armies, this
sinister conflicting element kept up lis
nefarious work. Lumber, especially
spruce, coal, oil, and copper with Its

must bo had, and food
stuffs were essential, yet In spite of
constant urglngs and appeals tho pro
ductlon lagged.

On June 12 the copper mines of
uutte, mo greatest in tno worm, were
closed; on June 18 tho lumber workers
began a strlko which on July 16 be-

came general, tying up the entire lum-
ber production until September 13;
on July 4 the Immense mines at Globe
and Miami, Ariz., closed, and on July
13 the aroused citizens of Blsbee, Ariz.,
in order to keep the mines there open.
deported 1400 cf the agitators and

and itttltaMiw 4et4m.

alions. The coal miners of Pennsyl
vania, the iron workers of Minnesota,
tho transport workers of the Atlantic,
.nnd the harvest woVkers of the Middle
West wero ready to quit, waiting only
for tho cull that should crlppio all
American Industry and eliminate this
nation as a factor In the war.

During all this tlmo the movements
of Haywood and his associates were
closely watched by Government agents
of the Bureau of Investigation, work
ing under Chief A. Bruce Blelaskl of
Washington nnd Hinton G. Clabaugh
of Chicago. The work accomplished
by this branch of the Government ser
vice throughout the war has never
tien fully understood or appreciated
by those not coming Into direct contact
with it. Hampered by tho lack of ade
quate laws to punish those who woro
plotting against the country, for
many months the agents could only
observe and report, hoping that Con
gress would pass some statuto by
which spies and traitors could bo
reached. The guerrilla warfanj planned
and practised by the I. W. W. was
reported In detail. Past records of the
leaders were secured, their speeches
were recorded and all activities ob
served.

In midsummer Attorney-Gener- al

Gregory called together tho most able
lawyers In the country to examine the
recently passed laws and ascertain If
any covered the actions of tho radicals,

Arrests of radicals for evading reg
istration had filled tho Jails and even
stockades in the Western States, and
in their resentment of this the I. W.
W. decided to test their strength. So
sure were they of their ability to force
theAGoremment to submission and ob
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tain by force the release of these pris
oners that hundreds of letters of tho
tenor of tho following one, written by
tho secretary at Baltimore, passed

them. In commenting upon tho
nrrcsts he said: "It would not hurt,
however, for tho general organization
to tell the Government that that kind
of business must stop or we will
stop it. I think we can accomplish
something In thnt way. Yours for In-

dustrial freedom."
Haywood, In his egotism, even tele

graphed President Wilson threaten
ing serious consequences unless these
men were released.

This, threat was to be accomplished
by sending out a call for a general
strike, which went out on August 11,
calling for all workers to strlko on
rVugust 20. Tho territory to be af
fected by the first call was the States
of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
Montana, and It was expected to re-

sult In a complete tleup of the lumber,
agricultural and construction indus-
tries. On August 19, the day preced-
ing tho date for the strike, tho mili-
tary authorities arrested James Rowan,
leader of the'lumber workers, and ten
of his most active agitators. The
Spokane hall, headquarters for the
lumber, agricultural nnd construction
workers of the West, was closed and
turned over to the Department of Jus-
tice agents.

It was then that Chief Blelaskl be-na- n

his drive. On September C, at the
snnin hour of the day, raids were made
on national headquarters at Chicago
and on every I. W. W. hall In tho
United States, nnd the material and
records so procured wero sent to Chi-
cago for examination by a Federal
Grand Jury called for that purpose.
On September 28 this Grand Jury re-

turned indictments agalnot Haywood
and 165 of his leaders, nearly all of
whom promptly were arrested. The
radical forces were scattered and the
strike was broken.

Trial On for Months.
The removal of these men from nil

parts of the country to Chicago for
trial covered a period of many months,
nnd It was not until April, 1918, that
the greatest criminal trial in the his-
tory of the United States finally began.
The selecting of a Jury took one
month, the first venire being dis-
charged because of alleged attempts at
bribery by the attorneys for the de-

fence. All through the long, hot sura- -
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Mystery of Most
Helpful Tip Re-ceiv- ed

by Uncle
Sam's Agents Is
Lifted by Story of
Terrorists1 Trial
Peril Remains
Despite Convic-
tion of Leader

mer the trial progressed before Judge
Kenesaw M. Landls. The Jury, locked
up and deprived of all communication
even with their homes or businesses,
became worn and Impatient. The
Ji'dgo caused every lssuo to be tried,
and where witnesses called by the
prosecution did not fully satisfy him
even called witnesses on his own In- - I

itlntlve and examined them himself.
It took two months for the Govern-

ment attorneys to present their evl- -
dence, nnd then for three months the
attorneys for tho defence undertook to 'Justify the actions of their clients.
Each defendant in turn took the wit-
ness stand and testified in his own de-
fence.

Tho cross - examination usually
showed that the man had been In ,

this country from two to ten years.
He had never taken out any citizen-
ship papers, as he considered himself .

a citizen of tho world and of no par-
ticular country. Ho had never worked
but was employed by tho I. W. W. as
organizer, speaker or writer. He did
not deslro to see Immediate Improve-
ment In tho condition of the working
classes, but hoped that condition i

would become So unendurable that the
workers could be made to unite and '

overthrow this Government and abol-
ish the wago system and capitalism'.
He believed In tho right of the worker
to take that which his labor had pro-
duced and do with It as ho pleased, and
could see nothing wrong In the doc-
trine of destruction and sabotage, as It
wns a powerful weapon against the
property owner. Ho desired a revolu-
tion nnd hoped to seo It come. Ho had
not registered for military service, had
'urged others not to register, and had
advised those who had been drafted
either to desert nt tho first opportu-
nity or stay In the army and there
carry on agitation and sabotage.

Only one result could have been pos-

sible in such a trial, yet the defendants
had been made to believe that a

on tho Jury hod been bribed and
that they would not be convicted, so
that It was with an air of the greatest
confidence that they faced the Jury to
hear the verdict. A great issue was
involved in that verdict. It was there
to bo derided whether this Govern-
ment under Its laws could protect Us
own existence. All wero found guilty
nnd sentenced by Judge Landls to from
two to twenty years imprisonment In
tho Federal penitentiary at Fort
Leavenworth, and the great trial waa
over.

This trial for the first time made
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