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Five Points District the Scene of Mem-
orable Gang Fight That Strewed the
Streets With Dead and Injured in
1857, and Many Other Conflicts

This is the second of a series
of three articles im which the full
history of the {’nu and gang-
sters of New York, from the
earliest days, will be told for the
first time,

By HERBERT ASBURY,
NTIL forty or fifty years ngo,
when the reform waves first
U bégan to appear in New York,
- the Flve Points district meant
* to everybody on Manhattan Island that
part of the city which runs from Park
Row to Chatham Square, through Mott
street into Chinatown, then to Canal
gtreet, back to Worth street, through
Mulberry street, from Worth to Canal
street, through Baxter, and back from
Centre street to the Tombs—and right
in the heart of this reglon was Pura-
dise Park, the real Five Polnts, the
junctlon formed by the crossing of
Little Water, Cross, Ambrose, Orange
und Mulberry strests, now Paurk,
Worth and Baxter.
¥For more than & hundred years this
distriot was, as it has been aptly
oalled by a writer with a paste for
pungent alliterntion, & “sesthing sink
of sin allve with dens of the devil”
And [t was even more than that
From Its earliest days, as far back os
1741, when fourteen nDegroes were
burhed at the stake for partieipation
in the pegro Insurrection, Five Points
was a breeding place for gangs of
criminals and for the individual crim-
tnals who worked “on thelr own.”

What Dickens Smw.

Dickens visited Five Pointa when
he wns in the United States In 1843,
and subsequently he wrote this in his
“American Notes™:

"It us go on hgain and plunge Into
the Five Points, . .« [Poverty,
wretchedness and vice are rife enough
where we are golng now.

“This s the place, thess narrow
ways, diverging to the right and left.
and reeking everywhere with dirt and
filth. Such lives as ure Jed here bear
the same frults as elsewhere. The
coarse and bloated faces In the doors
have their counterparts at home and
all the world over, Debauchery has
made the very Houses prematurely
old. Bee how the rotten bsams are
tumbling down, and how the patched
and broken windows seem to scowl
dimly, like eyes that have been hurt
in drunken frays.

“What place is this to which the

ualld street conducts us? A kind of

uare of leprous houses, stme of
which are attainable only by means
of crazy stalrs without. ‘What lies
beyond this tottering flight of sieps
that croak beneath oir tread? A mis-
erable room, lighted by one dim can-
die, and destitute of all comfort, save
that which may be hidden In the
wrotchod bed. . . .

“Here, too, @re Imnes and alleys
paved with mud knee deep; under-
ground chambars, where they dance
and game: ruined houses open to the
street, whence, through wide gaps In
the walls, other rujna loom upon the
eye, as though the world of vice and
misery had nothing else’ to show;
hideous tenements svhich take thelr
pame from robbery and murder; all
that is loathsome, drooping and de-
cayed is here™

Naturally enough, Five Polnts was
the breeding pluce of most of the
gougs that had New York in thelr
grip during the ecarly part of the
nineteenth century. Not all of the
ganges had thelr hendquarters there,
and not all of them, of course, de-
pended upon that district for their
wevenus, but the majority of the
Jenders of all the old time gangs of
Neow York were Five Point gangsters
and killers before they had gangs of
their own. Thix section svas the birth-
plnce of the old Five Points gang,
perhaps the toughest and the mont
‘oriminal of all the gangs that ever
ruled the city, and the lineal ancestor
of the Five Pointa gang captalned by
Paul Kelly and other noted gangsters
of later periods, Of all the gangs the
Five Polnts gang was the only one of
dmportance to hand down its name
through the years,

Besldea giving to the gangs some
of their greatest leaders, the district
of the Five Polnta was the scene of
many of the greatest gang battles that
New York ever had. It was there
that the great gang battle of July 4,
1867, took place, a conflict that has
come down in gung history ns the
best example of “knock down and
drag out” fighting that Americea af-
fords., Authoritles differ as to the
gangs which took part' in this fght,
Bome say the battle was between the
Dead Rabbits and the Bowery Poys,
while atherr declare that !t was fought
between rival detachments of the
Roach Guards of Mulberry street and
the Atlantie Guards of the Bowery.
Btill others say that tho Plug Uglies, a
gung led by Tom Coakley, was mixed
up In the Aght.

“The Hloody Sixih” Christened.

During the ten to thirty years im-
mediately preceding the clvil war the
Eangs waxed powerful and strong both
in polities and In killing and plunder-
ing. The Bowery Roys were then In
their prime, bitter enemies of the Deus
Rabbits and the Five Points gang, On
the lower Eanrt 8ido, In the Sixth Ward,
the gpang outbreaks wWare st numercus
and so bloody that the ward got the
name of "Phe Dioody Bixth,” s name
that has clung to it to this day, The
East River was lterally alive with
river rats and harbor thloves; the Pifth
Ward was as much under tho contro!

5 uwe Crowd and the Day Break
who were river piraten, willing
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year a political gung which had been
hired by crooked politiclans to over-
Awe decent citisens at the polils bhroke
Inte the Btate Arsenal, then at Elm
anfl Franklin streets, during the elec-
tion excitement and at a time when the
police were having troubles of their
own. These gangsters armed them-
selves with muskets and proceeded to
rule the city, or at least such portions
of It as they cared o grace with thelr
murdercus presence. Several persons
were killed and others wounded more
or lesa seriously before the State and
city muthorities called out the militia
and dispersed them. But as usual the
paliticians came 1o their ald, and thore
s no record of any convictions, ex-
copt, perhapa, a few for auch minor
offences as disorderly oconduct,

A ¥Famous Gang Battle.

Two rival ganges appeared in the
field In the following year, 1835, one
of them composed of men of Amaerican
ancestry, while the, other was known
as the O'Connell Guards and composed
mostly of Irish immigrants. T‘h.l
O'Connelin and the American gnng- |
sters came to blows on June 21, 1835, |
at Grand and Crosby streets, and had
a roysl battle which lasfed for hours,
in spite of the efforts of the Municipal
Polioe, as the city's law enforcing body
was known at that time, During this
battle several gangsters, according to
the old records, suffered such Injuries
as smashed heads, eyes gouged out;
oars chewed off and tongues pulled
out, while n passerby named Dr. Will-
lam MeoCaffrey was struck on the head
by & brick and killed. Bricks and
clubs and fists were the principal
weapons, becauss the plstol was a
crude affalr then and to use o knife
was consldered ungentlemanly and not
Kiving the other fellow a falr chance.

The fight between the O'Connells
and the Americans comes near rival-
ling the one fought twenty yoars later
between the Dead Rabbits and the
Five Polinta. The fght raged and
spread as far as Pearl and Chatham
streets—at that time Chatham street
was Lthe name of the present Park Row
—where It finally subsided, only to
break out agaln the next day In a
Bowery resort known as the Green
Dragon, near Broome street. CGangs
that* were rivals of the Five Points
frequented this place, and not only dld
they become Involved In the fight but
the Five Points themselves also sconted
the battle and came en masse to the
fray. 'tjm Green Dragon was wreoked,
This battle became known as the Five
Points riot, and was probably the
lnrgest gang fight that had taken
place In New York up to that time.

A Gangwter In Congreas.

Two of the noted gangsters of the
days before the civil war were Bill
Puole and John Morrissey. Morris-
&cy was a slugger, the leader of a
politiesl gang which was invaluable
for its work at the polls at election
times, and from this he graduated
anturally into & gambling house keeper
whose triumphs were even greater |
than those of Richard Canfield in later
days. But Morrissey abandoned the
gimbling in time, and at last went
lo Congress. When ho died In 1878
he was a member of the Btate Senate,

In 1840 Morrimeky went to Cali-
fornia in the sc;l,d rush, expecting to
make a fortun He was unsuccess-
ful, but when returned to New
York after an absence of two or three
years he found Blll Poole Installed as
lender of the True American party,
or "Know Nothings" a rival fuction
to that part of the Democratic organi-
sation controlled by Morrissey. The
gings of the two men had many
bloody battles on the Bowery and
other parts of the Eust Side, and the
murder of Pools in the old Stanwix
Hall, & resort in 679 Eroadway, near
Niblo's Garden and the Metropolitan
Hotel, was a direoct result of this gang
rivalry.

Puole was a butcher by trade, with
n stall In the Washington Market, but
he became interested in sports and the
sporting world, and rose to such emi-
nence that besldes commuanding a
gang he owned & saloon known as the
Bank Exchange Cafe, at Droadwne
and Howard street. FHe was a blg
man, of magnificent physique, and
wore a sweeping black mustacho of
the type affected nowadnys by moving
picture comedlans and called the “wal-
*us." But in those days such o mus-
tache was the last word in style.
Poole was n fghter, n deadly rough
and tumble brulser who was ldolized
by the gangs of the Gresnwich Village
district for his.undoubted prowess.

The old timers on the Bowery, the
old men who cherish gang history,
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The famous gang battle of 1857,

still like to talk abdout the fight bLe-
tween Morrissey and Poole on the
Amon street dock in 1864 as the great-
est of ull batlles between two gang-
sters, The rivalry bhetween the twe
men and thelr gangs was very bitter
and fMinally one day they met. Mor-
riesey offered to bet Poole $500 that
Poole could not pick out & spot whece
he, Morrissey, could not swhip him,
Poole at first named the foot of Chris-
tophier street, but Morrissey knew that
that was in the hourt of the tercitory
controlled by the Poole gang and gid
not belleve be could get falr play
there. Bo he offered to bet another
§500 It Poole would name another
place, and thls time Poole muld he
would fight Morrissey on the Amons
streét dock, now Weat Tenth street.
Morrissey bad his trouble getting to

the scene of the AAght. He started out
alone, but two blocks from the meeting
place he was set upon by & groun of
Poole's gangsters and beaten. He reo-
treated, cnme back with some of his
own fghting men, and while they were
Elving the Pooles & drubbing he
slipped through the fracas nnd svent
on to meet his antagoniat. They had
no sooner faced each other than Mor
risscy rushed at Poole, but Poole
ducked, seigod him by the ankles nnd
hurdied him over his head. Then Poole
fell upon him and the two men lay
there biing, gouging, kicking and
using every manner of unfair fghting
irick, Morrissey finally said he hnd
enough. He was badly beaten and
was Iin bed for several days. [oole,
however, bore no svidence of the
#truggle, with the exception of a gash

on his cheek where Morrlesey had
bitten him,

But the fight dldn't settie the rivalry
between the two men and their gangs.
The gangs continued to Aight and Mor-
rissey and Poole led them In the big
huttles, but they did not meet again
ng Iedividuals until the afternocon of
the day on which Poole was murdered.
This meoting <vas also In Stanwix Tall,
where Poole was drinking with same
companions, Moaorrissey cume forward
and spoke to Poole and insulted him.
Une of his friends handed him a pistol
and ns Poole showed no inclination to
fight, Morrissey pointed it at him and
snapped it twice, but it falled to ex-
lode A pollceman came (n about
that time, nrrested Poole and took him
o the statlon house, where he was
divchurged Morrissey was escoried

a8

“| encaped, and Poole fell into the nrma

|
out of the place by the policeman and |
permitted to go after walking two or
three blocks, \

Poole went back to Btanwix Hall
late that night. Bhortly after mid-
aight yome of the members of Mor-
rissey’'s gang, Including such lights as
Lewis Baker, Jameg Turner and VPat-
rick McLaughlin, also known as
“Prudeen,” came into the saloon. Mce-
Laughlin called Poole o vile name and
offered to whip him.

» "You are not worth fghting,”
Poole

“Hall In, boya!"” cried Turner, turn-
Ing to the men with him,

Throwing off his cloak Turner drew
a revolver, which he levelled In the
hollow of his arm. Poole snesred at
him contemptuously, as ‘Turner
squinted along the sights, and laughed
uproariously when Turner pulled the
trigger and the ball lodged in his own
wrm. But the next I!nstant Turner
fired agaln and struck Poole In the
ltg and a8 the latter stumbled and fell
Baker stopped up and sald:

“1 guesa 1'l1 take you, anyhow,"

Baker then drew o revolver and
shot Poole In the left side, below the
heart. He fired aguin, and miksed,

sald

and then Poole struggled to his feet,
nelzrd a oarving knife from the bar
and dashed after them But they |

af w friend at the door and was taken
to his home. He lived for fourteen
duyn, and then dled. The police ar-
rested clght men for the erime, In-
eluding Morrissey, but none of them
wan punikhed. Baker escaped after
the shooting, and made his way to

Jerwey Clty, where he was smuggled |
oft board a ship bound for the Cunary |
Inlands, Thin vessel was avertaken I:.y|
a fast clipper ship owned by C(eorge
Law, one of Poole's political backers
and a leading member af the True
American party, and Baker was taken
off and brought back for trial,
The Famous Battle of 1857,

The tamous gang fAght of 1867, prob-
ably the greatest free for all Aght that
New York ever witnessed—at least|
that s the opinion of many men who |
have knowledge of that and subse-
quent gang fights—oocurred during
a thme when the Follce Department
was demoralizsed by reason of a fight
between Mayor Fernando Wood, who

the new Metropolitan Poliee HBoard,
which had been created by the Laegils-
iature as a reform measura ;mwlns

Loug of general lawleas gomditions
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Old Timers Still Talk of the Morrissey-.

Poole Clash as Greatest of All Fights
Between Rival Leaders—McGurk Re-
called as “Wickedest Man in World”

the increased afMilation of politiclans
and gangsters. There were severa! en-
counters between detachments of Mu-
nicipal and Metropolitan Police, and
on one occasion Danlel Conover, who
had  been appointed Street Commis-
sloner, and who sided with the Metro-
politan Follce faction, had to get a
warrant before the Mayor would per-
mit him to enter the City Hall
But there was a fight before he got
in. The Muticipal Police refused to
let the Metropolitun Police enter, and
twelve persons were sounded In the
resulting battle. The riot was only
guelled when the Beventh Regiment,
then passing down Broadway to ¢n-
train for Boston, was called in. Mayo:

Wood was then arrested, Conover was
Instalied in office, and soon after that
the Court of Appeals decided that the
nppolntment of the Metropolitan Pollce
Hoard was constitutional, mo that the
Mnvor had to submit,

The troubles of the police embol-
dencd the
they ran the ¢ty with & high hand,
particularly in the old Sixtd ward.
Until the morning of the Fourth of
July, 1807, however. the Aghting was
dexultory and loeal and did not assume
the proportlons of a genernl riot. The
gungs of the Five Polnts, ohlefl among
which wern the Dead Rabblis and the

Shirt Talls, so-talled because they
waore thelr shirts or blouses outside of
their trousérs, began thelr celebration
of Independence Day by making a
rald on one of the headguarters of
the Howery Boys at 42 Bowery., Thoess
rooma were used principally st that
time by the Atiantic Guards, a gonged

which was used by the politicians for
strong arm work at the polls,
Roach Guards Into Freay,

There was a fOght in which

the battle and «
and the Bhirt Talls back to their dens
in Five Points, near Paradise Park
and around Elsabeth, Muiberry and
Park streeta. One of the gungs which
owad allegiance to the Dead Rabbits
in those days and which fought with
the Rabbits in nil blig battles, was thy
Hoach Guards, a ¢crowd that had a unl-
form, u palr of trousery with
stripe. That and an undershilrt was
thelr battie regalln, This gang heard
of the victory of the Atlantic Guards
and assembling  all ith members
marched toward the Howery to renew
the attack. Two pallcemen who tried
to atop them were beaten unmercifully,
one of them seriously injured by belng
strack on the head with a brick

But the police sent resnforcements
from the White street station, and
thers was a battle {a which the ag-
thorities succeseded in drresting two of
the gangsters. That didn't prevent the
big Aght. however. The police were
finally driven awny and the sangs
eama together in Bayard streect, the
Bowery Boys and the Atlantle Guards

tavored the old Municipal Police, and | baving poured out of thelr roems to

meel the Ilnvaderg In Its lssue of
July &, 1857, The New York Timea
gave this description af the fAght that
followed .

4

gangsters, and for a time |

brick
bats, stones and clubs were uped frevly, |
but the Bowery Boyvs had the bwtier of ¢
awe the Dead Habhbits !

d rod |

“Brickbats, stones and clubs were
fiying thickly around and from win-
dows in all directions and mon ran
wildly about brandlshing frearms,
Wounded men lny on the sidewnlks
and were trampled upon. The bellig-
eronts were mostly voung men and an
they eama more closely together those
acqualnted with the feuds of the dis-
triot dlscovered that the rloters were
the Bowery Boys and the Dead Rab-
bits or Mulberry street crowd,

“Now the Rabbits would make
combined rush and force thelr antago-
nists up Bayard strest to the Bowery.
Then the fugitives, being reenforced,
would tarn on thelr pursuers and com-

pel a retreat to Mulbarry, Elzabeth
and even to Baxter street., This lasted
for half an hour, when twenty-five

Metropolitun Police came on the scene,
and although assalled from every side
and at every step from alleys and roofs
broke into one of the houses and cap-
tured two of the gangsters on the
roof.”

Streets Barrioaded With Carte,

But the entrance of the police into
the battle only brought a breathing
spoll, No sooner had they left with
thelr prisonera than the fight was re-
| newed. The rival gungs hsaped up
barricades of carta In the atreels and
from behind these Jefences they shot
and hurled bricks and stones and
uwed their clube. It Ia related that
one glant gangster of the Dead Rab-
hits walked coolly up and down some
thirty feet in front of his barricade,
using his pistol with effect and throw-
Ing bricks that caused many a broken
head. He was finally knocked sense-
less by a small boy whosa brother was
Nghting with the Bowery Boys, Thin
| lad erept up on hands and knees, keep-
ing out of sight of the blg gangster,
and when he got close enough hurled
u big stons which struck the Goliath
of gunngland on the head,

As 8 result of the battle elght men
were killed and more than forty were
taken to the hospital. Two or three
days later all of the newspiupers were
| requested by the Dead Rabbita to state
| that the members of that gang were

not thieves and that they did not par-
| ticipate in the riot, On the contrary
the Dead Rabblts sald that they cala-
| brated the Fourth In a lawful and
proper manner and that the fighting
1wu between the Atlantio Guards and
| the Roach Guards of Mulberry street.
| All of the best avallable records, how-
! ever, declarse that the Dead Rabbits
were in the battle and that they did
! thelr ghare of killing and malming. In
all likelihood the battle was o general
gang fight in which members of prag-
tically all the gungs of the city took
part, because the gangster Iin thosa
days was not ax cowardly as he of
recent years and ns a4 rule would not
|nn1y stand up and fight but would go
| to a great deal of trouble to find a fight.
| 1f he happened to find a private battle
| he immediately made it A& public ona

f Sharkey's Escape From Tombs.

No story of the old time gangs of
New York would be complete without
mentlon of Willlam J. Bharkey and
his escape from the Tombs, around
which considerable fictlon and many,
ploys have been written. Sharkey was
a gungater of renown, the head of a
crowd called the Sharkey Cuards, and
a man who ocoupled much the samn
position in gangland of his dny as such

notables as Kid Twist and Monk Fust-
man occupled In  Jater years, His
period’ was In the late ‘80s and "T0s,

and hig gang had headguarters at
Woorter and Houston strevis

] Shurkey kept o small gambine
house In New York for o long time
and made a great deal of money
! Boon, however, he got the ldea that
| more money wie to o made In Buf-

| talo, 0 he went there and started n
'pince, But he had bad Tuck and coams
ibm‘k severnl thousand dollars out af
| pocket. Later he sent one of hig gang
| heutenants, Robert 8. Dunn, nlso
| known as Bob Isancs, to Bulfalo with
| $800 to open 4 gambling house. Dinn
lost the money und came back Lo New
| York, and shortly after that Sharkey
| met him at The Place, a ndtorlous dive
(in 288 Housten street.

“Gilve me back my money!"” de-
manded Bharkey.

“I'm broke,” replied Dunn, *1
| heven't any money ut all"
|  Sharkey drew n revolver and shoet
Dunn through the head. The guang
leader escaped but was captured nnd
| peritenced to be haneed He escaped
however, with the ald of his sweot-
heart, Mageie Jourdan, This woman
cime to visit him {n the Tombs one
afternoon, and Bharkey walked calmly
pist the keepers elud woman's
Aress that she had brought with her.
A rewannd of $1,.500 was offered for his
nrrest, Hhut he was never found He
wis reported to have lved for o long
time in Cubn. and the last rumor that
came in abour him swid he had Jeft
Coba for Bpain; That was muny
VPLUrE A0

A¥ bands of organlzed criminals the
Fangy de nol appear to have done n
Ereat el batween the time of
| Eharkey, or & few yeurs nfterward, and
the late "800 and esrly ‘805, Not that
i”.l'l!' were no gangs  then Ther
| Were about us many then as there sver
:hin'. beten, but they do not scem to
| have been B0 motive. They were u
il'r.--r.'l'.}' around elcction times, |n
| usunl copacity of repenters and strong

nrm men, but between eleotions they

| devoted themsslves to wtealing and an
| ocrnstonnl murder About that time

| too, the clean-up af Five Polnts—not
|1m‘in-|]l'lx the Bowery nnd Chinstown
| —which bexan with the erection of

the Five Points Mission as far back o
1852, got golng 'n dend ecarnest, nnd
the gange and gnngwters

! wore driven
vt the Bowery, and (o the stroets
| radiating fram Chatham Bquare and
off the Howery, and to Chinatown

There they waxed strong, and lald the
foundution for the gangs that came
nnd caused mo much terror and trouhle
during the early part of the presont
century. There ware, of course, many
gangn on the West Side, the forerun-

ners  of the Gophers, th Hell's
Kitchens, the San Juan Gpng, the
more modern Hudson Dusterf and wil
the others that came after,

In the "B0s and ‘908 fnvorite
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