
9 THE" SUN, SUNDAY, JULY ,27

Powfer Wielded by Gangsters aind Famous Battles They Waged
Five Points District the Scene of Mem-

orable
Old Timers Still Talk of the Morrissey-- ,

Gang Fight That Strewed the Poole Clash as Greatest of All Fights
Streets With Dead and Injured in Between Rival Leaders McGiirki Re-

called1857, arid Many Other Conflicts as "Wickedest Man inWorld"

This is the second of a series
of three articles in which the full
history of the gangs and gang'
sUrs oi New York, irom the
earliest days, will be told tor the
first time.

By HERBERT ASBURV.

x t NTIXj forty or fifty years ago;
I I when the reform waves first
V began to appear in New York,

the Five Points district meant
' to everybody on Manhattan Island that

part of the city, which runs from Park
now to Chatham Square, through Mott
street Into Chinatown, then to Canal
street, back to Worth street, through
Mulberry street, from Worth to Canal
street, through Baxter, and back from
Centre street to tho Tombs and right
In the heart of this region was Para-
dise Park, tho real Five Points, tho
junction formed by tho crossing of
Little Water, Cross, Ambrose, Orange
and Mulberry streets, now Park,
Worth and Baxter.

For moro than a hundred years this
district was, as It has .been aptly
called by a. writer with a faste for
pungent alliteration, a "seething sink
of sin alive with dens of tho devil."
And It was oven more than that
From Its earliest days, as far back as
1741, when fourteen negroes were
burned at tho stake for participation
In tho negro Insurrection, Five Points
was a breeding placo for, gangs of
criminals and for the Individual crim-

inals who worked "on their own."

What Dlcltens Snvr.

Dickons visited Five Points when
ho was iq tho United; States in 1842,
and subsequently ho wrote this tn his
''American Notes":

"Lot us go on again and plunge into
the Five Points. . . . Poverty,
wretchedness and vlco are rifo enough
where we are going now.

"This Is the placo, theso narrow
ways, diverging to tho. right and left
and reeking everywhere with dirt and
filth. Such lives as are led hero bear
tho samo fruits a elsewhere. The
coarse and bloated faces In the doors
have their counterparts at home and
all the world oVer. Debauchery has
made the very houses prematurely
old. See how tho rotten beams are
tumbling down; and how tho patched
and broken windows seem to scowl
dimly, like eyes" that have been hurt
la drunken frays.

"What place is this to which the
street conducts us? A kind of

Squalid of leprous' houses, some of
which are attainable only by means
of crazy stairs without. What lies
beyond this tottering flight of steps
that croak beneath mir tread? A mis-

erable room, lighted by ono Ulm, cm-di- e,

and destitute of all comfort, save
that which may be hidden in tho
wretched bed. . . .

"Here, too, "are lanes and alleys
paved with mud kneo deep; "under-
ground chambers, where they dance
and gamo; ruined houses open to the
street, whence, through wide gaps in
the walls, other ruins loom upon the
eye, as though the' world of vlco and
misery had nothing else' to show;
hideous tenements which take their
name from robbery and murder; oil
that Is loathsome, drooping and de-

cayed Is here."
Naturally enough, Five Points was

the breeding- - placo of most of the
gangs that had New York In their
iirlp during the early part of the
.nineteenth century. Not all of tho
'gangs had their headquarters there,
Jund not nil of, them, of course,

upon that district for their
revenue, but the majority of the
leaders of all tho old time gangs of
"New York were Five Point gangsters
and killers before they had gangs of
their own. Thls'sectlon was the birth-
place of the old Five Points gang,
perhaps the toughest and the most
'criminal of all tho gangs that over
ruled the city, and tho lineal ancestor
of the Five Polnta gang captained by
Paul Kelly and other noted gangsters
of later periods. Of nil the gangs the
Five Points gong was tho only ono of
Importance to hand down Its namo
through the years.

Besides giving to the gangs some
of their greatest leaders, the district
of the Five Points was the scene of
many of the greatest gang battles that
Ne'w York ever had. It was there
that the great gang battle of July 4,

1857, took placo, a conflict that has
come down In gang history as the
best examplo of "knock down and
drag out" fighting that America af-

fords. Authorities differ as to tho
gangs which took part in this fight
Some say tho battle was between the
Dead Rabbits and the Bowery Boys,
while others declare that It was fought
between rival detachments of the
Beach Guards of Mulberry street and
the Atlantic Guards of tho Bowery.
Still others say that tho Plug Ugiles, a
gang led by Tom Coakley, was mixed
tip In the fight.

"The llloort- - Sixth" Christened.
During the ten to thirty years Im-

mediately preceding the civil war the
gangs waxed powerful and strong both
In politics and in killing and plunder-
ing. Tho Bowery Boys were then in
their prime, bitter enemies of tho Dea6
Rabbits and the Five Points gang. On
tho lower East SIdo, In the Sixth Ward,
tho gang outbreaks were so numerous
and so bloody that tho ward got the
name of "The Bloody Sixth," a name
that has clung to It to this day. The
East Blver was literally ollvo with
river rats and harbor thloves; tho Fifth
Ward was as much under tho control
of gangs and gangsters as the Bowery
and Chinatown wero In later years,
and then there was the Lower Seventh
Avenue Crowd and tho Day Break
Boys, who wero river pirates, willing
to do-- anything for hire. Bostdes these
there were numerous small gangs of
petty and sneak thieves and other
gangs that wore controlled and kept
alivo by politicians and whlrtrt came
Into general notlco only during elec-
tions.

The gang battles In Now York ap-
pear to have begun about 1834, al-
though there were unimportant, con-
flicts prior to that time; But in that

year a political gang which had been
hired by crooked- - politicians to over-
awe decent citizens at tho polls broke
Into the State Arsenal, then at Elm
and Franklin streets, during the elec-

tion excitement and at a timo when the
police were having troubles of their
own. Those gangsters armed them-
selves with' muskets and proceeded to
rulo tho city, or at least such portions
of It as thoy cared to graco with their
murderous presence. Several persons
were killed and others wounded more
or loss, Berlously before tho State and
city authorities called out tho militia
and dispersed them. But as usual tho
politicians came to their aid, And there
Is no record of any convictions, ex-

cept perhaps, a few for such minor
offences aa disorderly conduct.

A Famous Gang Battle.
Two rival gangs appeared in the

field In the following year, 18J5, ono
of them composed of men of American
ancestry, whllo the other was known
as the O'Connell Guards and composed
mostly of Irish immigrants. The
O'Connells and the American gang-
sters came to blows on June 21, 1835,
at Grand and Crosby streets, and had
a royal battle which lasted for hours,
In spite of the efforts of the Municipal
Police, as the city's law enforcing body
was known at that tlmo. During this
battle several gangsters, according to
tho old records, suffered such injuriei
as smashed heads, eyes gouged out'
cars chewed off and tongues pulled
out, while a passerby named Dr. Will-
iam McCaffrey was struck1 on the head
by a, brick and killed. Bricks and
clubs ,and fists were the principal
weapons, because tho pistol was a
crudo affair then and to use a knife
was considered ung'entlemanly and not
giving tho other fellow a fair chance.

The fight between tho O'Connells
and tho Americans comes near rival-
ling the ono fought twenty years later
between the Dead Rabbits and the

,Flvo Points. The fight raged and
spread as far as Pearl and Chatham
streets at that tlmo Chatham street
was the name of the present Park Row

where It finally subsided, only to
break out ngaln the next day In a
Bowery resort known as the Green
Dragon, near Broomo street Gangs
that were rivals of the Five Points
frequented this place, and not only did
they bocomo Involved in the fight but
the Five Points themselves also scented
tho battle and camo en masse to the
fray. Tho Green Dragon was wrecked.
This battle becamo known as tho Five
Points riot and was probably the
largest gang tight that hod taken
place In New York up to that tlmo.

A Gaunter In Conereai.
Two of the noted gangsters of the

days before the civil war wero Bill
e and John Morrlssey. Morris-6e- y

was a slugger, the leader of a
political gang which was Invaluable
for Its work at the polls at election
times, and from this he graduated
naturally into a gambling house keeper
whose triumphs were even greaterj"
miui muse oi jucnara uanneia in later
days. But Morrlssey abandoned the
gambling In time, and at last went
to Congress. When ho died in 1878
ho was a member of the State Senate.

In 1849 Morrlssey went to Cali-
fornia In the gold rush, expecting to
mako a fortune) Ho was unsuccess-
ful, but when no returned to New
York after on absenco of two or three
years he found Bill Poole Installed as
leader of tho True American party,
or "Know Nothings." a rival faction
to that part of tho Democratic organi-
zation controlled by Morrlssey. The
gangs of the two men had many
bloody battles on the Bowery and
other parts of the East Side, and the
murder of Poole In tho old Stanwlx
Hall, a resort In 679 Broadway, near
Nlblo's Garden and the Metropolitan
Hotel, was a direct result of this gang
rivalry.

Poole was a butcher by trade, with
a stall in the Washington Market, but
he became Interested in sports and tho
sporting world, and rose to such emi-
nence that besides commanding a
gang ho owned a saloon known as the
Dank Exchange Cafe, at Broad wiw
and Howard street He was a big
"man, of magnificent physique, and
wore a sweeping black, mustacho of
tho typo affected nowadays by moving
picture comedians and called the "wal-us- ."

But In those days such a mus-
tacho was the last word In style.
Poole was a fighter, a deadly rough
and tumble bruiser who was Idolized
by the gangs of tho Greenwich Village
district for his,undoubted prowess.

The old timers on the Bowery, the
old men who cherish gang history,
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still like to talk about the fight be-
tween Morrlssey and Poole on the
Amos street dock In 1854 as tho great-
est of all battles between two gang-
sters. The rivalry between the two
men and their gangs was very bjtter
and finally one day they met. ' Mor-
rlssey offered to bet Poole $500 that
Poole could not pick out a spot whece
he. Morrlssey, could not whip him.
Poole at first named the foot of Chris-
topher street, but Morrlssey knew that
that was In the heart of the territory
controlled, by the Pool? gang and did
not bellevo he- - could get fair play
there. Bo he offered to bet another
$500 if Poole would namo nnothcr
place, and this tlmo Poole said .he
would fight Morrlssey on the Amos
street dock, now West Tenth street.

Morrlssey bad his trouble getting to

the scene of the fight He started nut
alone, but two blocks from the meeting
place ho was set upon by a groun of
Poplo's gangsters and beaten. He re-
treated, came back with some of his
own fighting men. and whllo they wero
giving the Pooles a drubbing he
slipped through the fracas and went
on to meet his antagonist They had
no sooner faced each other than Mor-
rlssey rushed at Poole, but Poole
ducked, seized him by the ankles nnd
hurdled him over his head. Then Poole
fell upon him and the two men lay
there biting, .gouging, kicking and
using every manner of unfair fighting
trick, Morrlssey finally Bold he had
enough. Ho was badly beaten and
was In bed for several days. Poole,
however, bore no svldenco of the
struggle, with the exception of a gash
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The famous gang battle of 1857.

on his cheek where Morrlssey had
bitten him.

But tho fight didn't settle the rivalry
between tho two men and their gangs.
The gnngs continued to light and Mor-
rlssey and Poolo led them in the big
battles,

4
but they did not meet again

as Individuals until tho afternoon of
tho day on which Poolo was murdered.
This meoting was also in Stanwlx Hall,
where Poolo was drinking with some
companions. Morrlssey camo forward
nndspokq to l'oolo and Insulted him.
Ono of his friends handed him a pistol,
and as Poole showed no inclination to
fight, Morrissey pointed It at him and
snapped it twice, but it failed to ex-
plode. A policeman came In about
that time, arrested Poole and took him
to tho station house, where he was
discharged. Morrlssey was escorted

out of the place by the policeman and
permitted to go after walking two or
three blocks,

Poole went back to Stanwlx Hall
late that night Shortly after mid-
night some of the members of Mor-rlssey- 'u

gang, Including such lights 03
Lewis Baker, James Turner and Pat-
rick McLaughlin, also known as
"Paudeen," came Into the saloon. Mc-
Laughlin called Poole a vile namo and
offered to whip him.

"You aro not worth fighting," said
Poole.

"Sail In, boys!" cried Turner, turn-
ing to the men with him. i

Throwing off hip cloak Turner drew
a revolver, which he levelled In the
hollow of his arm. Poole sneered at
him contemptuously, as Turner
squinted along the sights, and laughed
uproariously when Turner pulled the
trigger and the ball lodged In .his own
arm. But the next Instant Turner
fired ngaln and struck Poolo In the
leg and as the latter stumbled and fell
Baker stepped up and said:

"I guess I'll take you, anyhow."
Baker then drew a revolver and

shot Poolo In the left side, below the
heart. Ho fired again, and missed,
and then Poolo struggled to his feet,
seized a carving knife from the bar
and dashed after them. But they
escaped, and Poole fell into the arms
of a friend at the door and was taken
to his home. He lived for fourteen
days, and then died. The police ar-
rested eight men for the crime, In-

cluding Morrlssey. but none of them
was punished. Baker escaped after
the shooting, and made his way to
Jrsey City, where ho was' smuggled
on board a ship bound for the Canary
Islands. This vessel was overtaken by
a fast clipper ship owried"by Georgo
Law, one of Poole's political backers
and a lending member of tho Truo
American party, and Baker was taken
off and brought back for trial.

The Fnmonn Buttle of 1857.
The famous gang fight of 1857, prob-

ably .the greatest free tor all fight that
New York ever witnessed at least
that Is' the opinion of many men who
have knowledge of that and subse-
quent gang fights occurred during
a time when the Police Department
was demoralized by reason of a fight
between Mayor Fernando Wood, who
favored tho old Municipal Police, and
the new Metropolitan Police Board,
which had been created by the Legis-
lature as a reform measure growing

jLouj. pf.tsntxJ,Jl3Fle3 conditions a&d

the increased affiliation of politicians
and gangsters. There were several en-

counters between detachments of Mu
nicipal and Metropolitan Police, and
on one occasion Daniel Conover, who
had been appointed Street Commis-
sioner, and who sided with the Metro
politan Police faction, had to get a
warrant before tho Mayor would per-
mit him to enter the City Hall.
- But thoro was a fight before he got
In. The Municipal Police refused to
let the Metropolitan Police enter, and
twelvo persons were wounded tn tho
resulting battle. The riot was only
.quelled when the Soventh Regiment,
then passing down Broadway to en-

train for Boston, was called tn. Mayor

Wood was then arrested, Conover was
Installed In office, and soon after that
the Court of Appeals decided that the
appointment of the Metropolitan Police
Board was constitutional, so that the
Mnyor had to submit.

Tho troubles of the pollco embol-
dened the gangsters, and for a time
they ran the city with a high hand,
particularly In the old Sixth" ward.
Until the morning of tho Fourth of
July, 1857, however, the lighting was
desultory and local and did not assume
the proportions of a general riot. The
gangs of tho FIvo Points, chief among
which wero the Dead Rabbits and the
Shirt Tails, because they
wore their, shirts or blouses outside of
their trousers, begnn their celebration
of Independence Day by making n
raid on one of the headquarters of
tho Bowery Boys at 42 Bowery. These
roomB were used principally at that
time by tho Atlantic Guards, a gnnp
wnicn was usea oy me politicians tor
strong arm work at tho polls.

Bnach Gourd Into Fray.
There "was a fight in which brick

bats, stones and clubs were uxed freely,
but' the Bowery Boys-ha- the better of
the battle and trove th Dead Ribblts
and the Shirt Talis back to their dens
In Fivo Points, near Paradise Park,
and around Elizabeth. Mulberry and
Park streets. One of tho gangs which
owed allegiance to the Dead Rnbblts
In those days and which fought with
the Rabbits In. all big battles, was the
Roach Guards, a crowd that had a tinl-fpr-

a pair of trousers with rf red
stripe. That and an undershirt was
their battle regalia. This gang heard
of the victory of the Atlantic Guards
and assembling all Its members
marched toward the Bowery to renew
the attack. Two policemen who tried
to atop them were rcaten unmercifully,
ono of them seriously injured by being
struck on the head with a brick.

But tho police sent reenforcements
from the White street station, and
there was a battle in which the au-

thorities succeeded In arresting twu of
the gangsters. That didn't prevent the
big, fight, however. Tho police were
finally driven away and the gangs
came together In Bayard street, tho
Bowery Boys and the Atlantic Guards
having poured out of their rooms to
meet the Invaders. In Its Issue of
July 6, 1857, The New York Time
gave this description of the fight that
follofrod;

"Brickbats, stones and clubs wero
flying thickly around and from win-
dows In all directions and men ran
wildly about brandishing llrearms.
Wounded men lay on the sidewalks
and wero trampled upon. The bellig-
erents wero mostly ,young men and as
they came more closely together those
acquainted with tho fouda of tho dis-

trict .discovered that tho rioters wero
the Bowery Boys 'and tho Dead Rab-
bits or Mulberry street crowd.

"Now the Rabbits would mako a
combined rush and force thoir antago-
nists up Bayard street to tho Bowery.
Then the fugitives, being reonforced,
would turn on their pursuers and com-
pel a retreat to Mulborry, Elizabeth
and even to Baxter street. This lasted
for half an hour, when twenty-flv- o

Metropolitan Pollco came on tho sceno,
and although assailed from every side
and at every step from alleys and roofs
broke into one of tho houses and cap-
tured two of tho gangsters on the
roof."
Streets Barricaded With Carts.
But tho entrance of the pollco into

tho battle only brought a breathing
spell. No sooner had they left with
their prisoners than tho fight was re-
newed. Tho rival gangs heaped up
barricades of carts In tho streets and
from behind theso defences they shot
and hurled bricks and stones and
ued their clubs. It Is related that
ono giant gangster of tho Dead Rab-
bits walked coolly up nnd down somo
thirty feet In front of his barricade,
using his pistol with effect and throw-
ing bricks that caused many a broken
head. Ho was finally knocked sense-
less by a small boy whoso brother was
fighting with tho Bowery Boys. This
lad crept up on hands and knees, keep-
ing out of sight of tho big gangster, ,

and when ho got close enough hurled
a big stone which struck tho Goliath
of gangland on tho head.

As a result of tho bnttlo eight men
were killed and more than forty wero
taken to the hospital. Two or three
days later all of tho newspapers were
requested by the Dead Rabbits to state
that tho members of that gang were
not thieves and that they did not par-
ticipate in tho riot. On the contrary
tho Dead Rabbits said that they cele-
brated the Fourth in a lawful and
proper manner and that tho fighting
was between the Atlantic Guards and
the Roach Guards of Mulberry street
All of the best available records, how-
ever, declare that tho Dead Rabbits
were In the battle and that they did
their shore of killing and maiming. In
all likelihood the battle was a general
gang fight In which members of prac-
tically all the gangs of tho city took
part, because tho gangster In thoso.
days was not as cowardly as he of
recent years and ns a rulo would not
only stand up and light but would go
to a great deal of trouble to find alight
If he happened to find a private battle)
he immediately made It a public one.

Sharker's Enonpr From Tombs.
No story of tho old tlmo gangs of

New York would bo completo without
mention of William J. Sharkey and
his escape from tho Tombs, around
which considerable fiction and many,
plays have been written. Sharkey was
a gangster of renown, the head of a
crowd called tho Sliarkey Guards, and
a man who occupied much tho samo
position In gangland of his day ns such
notables as Kid Twist and Monk East-
man occupied In later years. His
period' was In tho late '60s and '70s,
and his gang had headquarters at
Wooster nnd Houston streets.

Sharkey kept a small gambling
hcuso In New York for a long time,
and made a great deal of money.
Soon, however, he got the Idea that
more money was to bo made In Buf-
falo, so ho went thero and started a
place. But ho had bad luck and camo
back several thousand dollars out of
pocket. Later he sent one of his gang
lieutenants, Robert- S. Dunn, also
known as Bob Isuacs, to Buffalo with
$800 to open a gambling house. Dunn
lest tho money and camo back to New
York, and Bhortly after that Sharkey
met him at The Place, a notorious dtvo
In 288 Houstw) street.

"Give mo back my money!!' de-
manded Sharkey.

"I'm broke," replied Dunn, "I
haven't any money at all."

Sharkey drew a revolver and shot
Dunn through the head. The gang
leader escaped but was captured nnd
sentenced to be hanged. Ho escaped,
however, with tho aid of his sweet-
heart, Maggie Jourdnn. This woman
came to visit him In the Tomb.s ono
afternoon, and Sharkey walked calmly
past tho keepers clad In a woman's
dress thnt sho hud brought with her.
A reward of $1,500 was offered for his
arrest, but he was never found. He
was reported to have lived for a long
time In Cuba, and the last rumor that
enmo In about him said ho had left
Cuba for Spain. That was many
years ago.

As hands of organized criminals the
gangs do not appear to havo.done a
great deal between the tlmo of
Sharkey, or a few years afterward, and
tho late '80s and early '0s. Not that
there wero no gangs then. There
were about 11s mnny then as there ever
had been, but they do not seem to
have been so active. They were used
mostly around election times, in their
usual capacity of repeaters und strong
arm men. but between elections they
devoted themselves to stealing and an
occasional murder. About that timo,
tpo, the clean-u- p of Five Points not
including tho Bowery and Chinatown

which began with the erection of
tho Fivo Points Mission as far back as
1852, got going In dead earnest, nnd
tho gangs and gangsters wore driven
to tho Bowery, nnd to the streetsradiating' from Chatham Square and
off the Bowery, and to Chinatown,
Thero they waxed strong, nnd laid the
foundation for the gangs that came
and caused so much terror and troubleduring the early part of the present
century. Thero wore, of course, many
gangs on the West Side, the forerun-
ners of tho Gophers, thf Hell's
Kitchens, the San Juan Grnir. thn
more modern Hudson Duster! and allme umers mat camo niter.

in mo sus and '80s thai favorite
Continued on Following Mage.


