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! PRIBONERS T

Weird and Thrill-
ing Incidents That
Marked Last Days
of Many Famous
Murderers Are Re-
called by Three
of the Prison’s
Veteran Guards

_By EDWARD T. KAVANAUGH.

“ IRD and thrilling have been

some of the experiences of

George Meserole and two
other veteran Bing Bing keepers, lately'|
relired, with numerous murderers, fa-
mous or infamotis, during many years
they were on the death watch over
the prison's dells set apart for pris-
oners awalting execution.

Meserole, whose keen eyes for twen-
ty-alx years kept a lookout over those
closaly guarded cells, Is only now un-
folding mome Interesting storles of
what has gone on In there. John Der-
renbacher, who kept vigil over the

Van Wart, who did rellef duty thers
for a similar period, have llkewise
slected to talk. With official consent
‘of Warden Edward V. Brophy they
feel at liberty to give thelr reminis-
cences. Many of the epldodes de-
scribed have never before been writ-
ten.

Meserole's Famoan Charges.

Mestrole had by far the longest
deathhouse experionce and came In
contact with fta most celebrated In-
mates, such as Albert T. Patrick ac-
cused of the murder of Willlam Rice,
the millionaire, whose sentence was
finally commuted; Roland Molineux,
first convicted and later acquitted of
the murder of Mrs. Katherine Adams;
D~ famuel Kennedy, charged with the
murder of Dolly Reynolds, who was
afterward retried and discharged, and
Clinrles Becker, police Heutenant, who
was convicted for the murder of Ro-
senthal, the gambler. These and other
distinguished prisoners were entrusted

to Moeserole’'s keeping. Two hundred
condemned persons, Inclufing thres
women, have been recelved in his time.

Standing betwlen a condemned mur-
derer facing death in the electric
chalr and his freedom, the watchinan's
task in the condemned cells I o tick-
Yish one, A murlerer condemned to
dle has nothing to lose by Kliling a
guard to make a getaway. The temp-
tation to attack his guard s, therefore, |
obvious. Yet nohe of these three
keepers ever recelved even o scratch.
nor had a suleide or escaps on his tour
of duty. Tet they have guarded scores
of dangerous murderern. Other guards
have had murder, sulcide and escapes
on thalr shifts,

Comedy and Tragedy.
Both comedy and tragedy figure in

example, Meserole well remembern the
day In 1916 that Hyman Lisbman,
who threw his two ehildren out of a
window and killed them in New York,

AKE THEIR
» HOUR'S DAILY EXERCISE

shammed suleide, He pretended, In

ing an Insanity plea, to have mwal- |
md polnon, When Dr, Amor O.
Bquire got to work on him with the
dreaded stomach pump, it soon drew
the trath, as well as the harmless vin- |
egur he swallowed, out of him. I.Lab-l
man shrieked and begged for mercy
as the doctora pumped awsy, and had |
to confess he was faking »o they|
would stop the pump. Then, on the
pathetic side, there was the proces.
slon of seven hearses up to the prison
front door on the eve of the execution |
of Vincent Calll and aix other slayers
in Warden Kennedy's time. This was|
the Iargest number ever executed In
one bateh.

In intellect Meserole, Derrenbacher
and Van Wart are abova the avernge
prison guard. There was never any-
thing surly or shiftless about them.
Each s pollshed and unassuming.
But all three In their deathhouse
dutles were firm and fearless, They
were ahle to match thelr wits and
thelr daring aguinst those of thelr
charges. whether they be murderers
of the shrewd type or moere brutes.
Mesarole had fearlessmesa instilied in
him in the eivil war. For bravery in
the Unlon army he rose [rom -the
ranks to lleute.ant in Duryea's Zou-
aves regiment.

In point of denthhouss experience
Derrenbacher ls the dean of the group.
He went to work In Sing Sing June
10, 1889, nnder Warden Brush and had
been there Bul & month when on July

18, 1680, the dynasmo and fll the elsc-
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tric apparatus for the first electric
execution arrived at the prison.

New York State had just passed a
law substitating the electric chalr for
the hangman's nooss, There had
never been an electric execution and
everybody was prospecting as to who
would be the first parson slectrocuted
and whether he would be killed with-
out conscious suffering or tortured to
dﬂlh, .

On October 30, 1889, Warden Brush
recelved Charles McElvaine, aged
twenty, the first perron sentenced to
the eleciric chalr, He had slain
Christian Lucea In Breooklyn. There
hud been no deathhouse built then
Bo' McElvaine was placed In a cell on
the upper floor of the hospital bullding
end kept in solitary conflnemént, On
December 5, 1858, work of building the
deathhouse was begun, It was to be,
virtually, a prison within a prison.

Derrenbacher saw Thomas Palllster,
a prisoner, helping to bulld {t. By
an odd turn of events, this same pris-
oner was later convicted of murder
and lodged, two years later, In the
prison death cells himself. He waa
never executed. He cheated the ghalr
by escapling.

Deathhouse Soon Crowded.

Soon as the deathhouse was finlshed
McElvaine became its first occupant
Derrenbacher was his first guard
there. He would keep watch over the
condemned murderer eleven hours a
day. McElvaine hud not the exclusive
use of the deathhouse long. On New
Year's day Bheheok Juigigo. a Japa-
nese, was received from Mnanhattan
tor killing Beaman Coutain, a Japaness
aallor,

Then came Joseph Wood, who killed
Charles RufMn, a laborer on the mew
Croton agueduct at Kingebridge, fol-
lowed a few weeks later by Harris
Smiler, who shot Mary Drainey, one of
his three bigamous wives, and then by
James J. Slocum, a baseball player,
who beat his wife to death.

There was room for only four in the
original deathhouse, so Smiler was
placed In the hospital loft. Keeper

Fagan, on watch there, fell asleep one

night while on duty. Principal Keeper
Jameés Connaughton, & rigorous dis-
ciplinarian, discovered him in the midst
of his nap. He rebuked and suspended
Fagun immediately. Next came Nicola
Trezza, the murderer who was alter-
ward saved by Gov. Flower, who coms-
muted his sentence to life imprison-
ment,

An addition was bulit to the death-
house so it could accommodate elght
men, On his shift Derrenbacher alone

‘in the deathhouse watched six mur-

derera. Aa they were cramped badly
in the brick cells, Meserole was as-
signed by Connaughton in 1691 to take
each murderer out of his cage a half
hour o day for exe<rcise. MeRlvaine,
of & mnervous nature, often bored
Meserocle and the other keepers by
scratching his cell bars in filing his
finger nalls or using his bunk sheot to
swat fMiea with,

Horse Used to Test Chalr.

As the time drew near for the first
execution, Warden Brush wished to
test the killing capaecity of the new
contrivance. Bo on Nov. 24, 1880, a
horse was taken from the prison stable
and fastensd to the death chalr In a
room adjolning the condemned ocells,

| anybody who might attempt to slip

ordenl of his long prison career on July
7. 1891, the day of the first executiops. |
The whole prison was astir and all the |
murderers in the deathhouse were in
a frenzy. Outside a morbld mob lined
the hills overlooking the prison n.ml|
the streets looking to it !

Warden Brown had pledged all who |
would have mccess to the condemned |
cells and the death chamber Lo se-|
crecy. NowspaAper reporters were not |
only forbidden to see the execution
(they had been allowed to witness
hangings) but the warden put out
armod sentries and kept them the
prison propetrty entirely. He a
cordon of guards form a "dedd line™
Sentries pacred back and forth with
rifles to overawe the crowd and shool

through the line. The warden, for
golng to such paine, was forever after-
ward called “Deadline” Brown.
However, Brown arranged a code of
nsignals to let reportera and eothers
know when each of the four prisoners
to be olectrocuted was dead. He se-
lected & white flag for Slogum, a blua
fing for Smiler, o black fag for Wood
and a red Aag for Julgigo. When each
man was dead his flag was o go up
the halyards on the roof of the war-
den's residence. 8o the thousands
awalting outside the prison Triveted
thelr gaze on the Aagpole.
Derrenbacher was told to get Slocum
ready Arst, He bld the unfortu-
nate fellow good-by and about roon
Blocum was taken nn the death march
to the execution chamber a few yards
away. State Detective James Jack-
son end Keeper SBylyester MeoNpal
quickly strapped him in the chair. The
electrodes were jammed down on his
head, the mask drawn over his face,
and Dr, Carlos Macdonald, the alienist,
aignalled the executioner to pull the
swilch, The current shot on, Blocum
lunged forward and tugged at the
straps. The first shock had left him
unconaclous, but another was given
him to make death certain. Slowly
went the white flag up the halyards
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outside. The mob realised the new
experlmeital electric device had done
its grewpome work and that Blocum
wna the first to go.

Derrenbacher then got 8miler ready,
bid him good-by and saw him led off
to the deadly contrivance. Next he
opened the cell door for Wood, shook
his hand and bld him good-by. Final-
Iy Derrenbacher unlocked the cell of
Juigigo. Because the Japanese wns a
powerful and brutal man the prison
uuthorities feared trouble from him.
80 they left him until the last. Julgigo,
however, surprised them, He nodded
good-by to Derrgnbacher, walked erect
to the chalir and went to his death as
stolld s an ox.

Derrenbacher remembera how brave-
ly McEivaine faced the chalr, *“He
walked upright and quickly,” aald the
keeper, “sat squarely down In the chalr
and sald: ‘Let'er go!* ™

The prison deathhouse was shy two
murdérers when Derrenbacher report-
ed for work the morning of Aprhl 21,
1893, During the night Pallister and

Frank Raoehl, another alayer, had
tricked tha two watchmen outside
thelr cella. Pallister, felgning Hlness,
got Keeper J. H. Hulse to bring him
a pan of hot milk from the hospltal
Hulse had to open the door to pass it
In to the supposed “sick” man. As he
did Pallister threw a handful of pep-
per he had hidden away when given
his menls into the keeper's eyos, over-
powered him and took away his re-
volver.

With the weapon he drove Hulwse
into the cell he had vacated, took his
keys and uniform and locked him In.
When Keeper James Murphy entered
Pallister and Roohl, whom he had let
out of his cell, hid behind the door,
They covered him with Lthe stolen re-
volver, disarmed him and locked him
in Roehl's cell, Then, with & coal
shovel, they battered thelr way out by
breaking & hole in the roof, A furlous
storm was raging and none of the
night watchmen in the outslde prison
heard thé prisoners escaping,

Before making the bLreak they
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History of Electric
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Attempts at Sui-
cide Figure i1n
Reminiscences

body was found cut up, was a shirt

button. The manufacturer of the but-

ton and the sale of the shirt was
traced, the body 12entifled as Gulden-

suppe’s and Thorn and the woman ar-
rosted. Thorn was electrocuted Aug.

|
WHO WAS

offered to liberate Carlyle Harris, the
famous murderer of pretly Helen
Potts, his jited sweetheart, and two
other slayers, but these men expected
Executive clemency and refused to go.

Later two bodles wern found In the

furma. The prison officials identified
tham as those of Pallister and Hoeh,
There was o bullet hole in each. The
officlals concluded the two murdorers
quarrelled as to whether they should
risk a trip in the small dory they stole
acroas the rough river in the raging
storm or turn back, and that they shot
each other fghting for posscssion of
the boat,

Harris, however, did

not get fre-

qurieved,. Derseabacher told him on
8. 1803, that the

the mofning of May
Governor had refused to repriéve him
and that he had better prepare to die
at noon.

Shortly afterward he saw Harrls slip
something into his mouth and hastily
| swallow ft. Derrenbacher informed
! Warden Durston and on approaching
| bis cell the Warden noticed Harris
looked rather dazed.

He ordered the cell unlocked. But
Harrls had forestalled such a move.
He had stuffed the keyvhole with wads
of paper and the key could not be
forced Into the lock. Bo keopers ran
for hammers and other tools and be-
gan smashing and ripping the lock off
the cell door, When they got It open
Harris hnd swooned on the bed

He had taken an powerful dose of
aorugs his mother was thought to have
rmuggled to him with intentlon of
killing himself. Physiclans walting tn
ree him executed forced medicine
down the prisoner's throat and soon
restored him to consclousness, Keeper
MeNeal was then statloned In the cell
with him and sat beside him unttl
Derrenbacher opened the door and
Harrls was taken Lo his doom.

Mrs. Harris had sent a caskel Lo
recnlve the body. On  the cover
Warden Durston discovered under the
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QOuaint Recollections of Drink and the Drama

By HAROLD SETON.,

HAKESPEARE has Intimated thas
the province of the stage ls to
“hold the mirror up to Nature.”
Therefore his plays, first published by
two actors of his company, are sup-
posed (o reflect the manners of his
time, Coming down through the plays
of Congreve, Wycherley and Far-
quahar, Richard Brinsley Bheridan, toy
the ple¥s of Sydney Grundy, Arthur
Wing Pinero and Henry Arthur Jones,
all of these authors refer 1o drink and
drinkers, either in a comic or a tragic |
manner, to point or adorn & tale. But I
now that prohibition has come upon
us and bard stuff is no longer expected
to exist, stenes of Intoxication on the

stage will presumably be taboo.

Thia leads us to recall various in-
stinoes in which theaplans have been |
called upon to simulate inebriety, and
gome of Lthese recollections are quaint
and curious. For instance, It may sur-
prise and shock the present generation,
which only knows Maude Adams as
Cindarclla and Peter Pan, perhaps even
as the heroine of “What Every Woman |
Knows"” "Quality Btreet” and “The |

where Derrenbacher was on duty. The | Little Minlster,” to learn that one of

keepers fustensd a hood over
horse's head, aa they do now over tho
eranium of a murderer, and tled the
steed fast to the chalr,

Ag the current was turned on & fuse
blew out and the horse got only a part
of the shook that was meant for it. It
muade & welrd shrieking nolse and
kicked the wall furlously.

The commotion startled Slocum,
“What's that?" asked the wife slayer,
Derrenbacher knew they were testing

the chalr, but would not add o
Siocum's mental torture. “it's only &
horse  kieking,"” replied the keeper,

Little did Blocum resllze they were
trying out the chair to use on the
deathhouse Inmates. Or that destiny
intended that he should be the frkt
person over to mit in it
MMr mort trying
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the | her firat big hits was made in 1882 in

“The Masked Ball” in which, as lead-
ing lady to John Drew, ahe was repre-
sented as having Imbibed too freely!

May Robson, who In o long and va-
ried career has played all sorts of
parts In all sorts of plays, met with
congidernble sucoess several seasons
ago when she atarred in "The Rejuve-
uatlon of Aunt Mary,™in which she
was supposed to be a respectable old
lndy who tnkes o new lease on life and
consorts with individuals many years
her junior. In one scens, surrounded
by several lively youths, she becomes
grotesquely hilarious.

Blanche Walsh ine¢lined rather to
tragic parts \ban to comi¢ ones, and in
two of her best known starring ven-
tures, “Rssurrection.” by Count Leo

Tofstoy, and "The Woman “la dhe

Casa '’ by Clyde Fitch, she had thrill-
Ing scenes of Intoxication.

In another Russian play, "Redemp-
ton,” produced last season, John Bar-
rymore gave & vivid portrayal of de-
bauchery and drunkenness, thereby
gaining recognition as one of the fors-
most actors of the duay. By a curious
colncidence, In “The Jest," which fol-
lowed “Redemption,” Lionel Barry-
more had a drunken scens and he
proved himsel! quite as expert a de-
Iineator of dipsomania us brother
John, with whom he shared atellar
honors.

A few seas s ago, In “My Lady's
Dress* by Edward Knoblock, Mary
Boland, in ons of various eplsodes into
which the plece was divided, played u
Russian peasant besotted with drink,
finally deserting a sober husband for
a drunken lover.

Willlam Feversham has more than
one stage dissipation to his credit
Years ago, in “The Conquerors,” by
Faul Potter, he, as a Prussian ofMcer
while drunk, Insults a French gentle-
woman, played by Viola Allen. Mr.
Fuversham's tipsy scene in "Lord and
Lady Algy" always “hrings down the
house," R. C. Carton, who wrote
“Lord and Lady Algy,” decided that
one good turn deserved another, so
intrnduced further intoxication into
“Lady Huntworth's Experiment,” In
which Lady Hwntworth, played by
Hilda Bpong, becomes a cook in order
to support her drunken husband, played
by the late Jameson Lee Finney, Dur.
ing the past season Mlss Bpong ap-
peared In support of Willlam Glllette
n “Dear Brutus,” In which plece the

! mtar s represented in the first got as

being in & seml-maudlin condition.

In Mra. Flake's great success, “Tess
of the D'Urbervilies.” she was supposed
to have a drunken father, and in her
subsequent triumph, “Becky Bharp.”
she was supposed to have a drunken
husband. Mrs. Fiske then produced
“Salvation Nell" the first scens of

R ttte

which was In a low beer saloon. Dur-
Ing the progresa of the play the hero-
ine changed from a scrubwoman to a
Salvationist and redeemed a drunken
husband. “Salvation Nell" was the
firmt play of Edward Sheldon, written
while he wis an undergradunte at
Harvard University, One of his later
pleces, “The Bong of Bongs,"” provided
Irene Fenwick with scenes showing
her firmt In the midst of a carousal In
a public restaurant and then propped
up I bed “the morning after.”

Years age Marie Bates, character
aotreas, whose dramatic
bean developed through long associa-
tlon with the management of David
Belasco, made a hit aa Aunt Rose In
“Zaza." constantly crying for some
stimulant for her “weak heart."

In “The Case of Becky" Frances
Btarr had an unusual role as the
vietim of an unscrupulous hypnotlst,
the villain's power over her finally be.
ing weakened by plying him with
wine before counteracting his Influence,

Alice Fischer played a drunken
hag In “Two Little Vagrants," which
hal a long run at the American The-
atre, the urchins being playad by Min-
nle Dupree and Jessie Busley, Thia
melodrama by CGeorge R. Bims was
adapted from a plece popular In Maris

May Irwin Introduced humorous
epigodes of Intoxication W several of
the farce comedies with which she
amused a former generation, and peo.
ple always applauded when the portly
lady lost her balance and fell on the
floor.

Anna Held was partial to “drinking
rongs,” and In “Pape's Wife" and 'JT'he
Lidttle Duchess” diaplayed conslileornble
abllity as « dellneator of conylviality.
Furthermore, she permitted Charles
Blgelow, for teverp] seasons n member
of her company, to give somewhat
similar exhibitions,

Leon Ermrol has wmused New
Yorkera, and more reoently Londoners,
with his tippling trieks, his mirth pre~

gifts have |

voking methods belng slightly remi-
niscent of thea above mentlonoed
Charles Bigelow, late lamented

Harry Conor of "A Trip to China
town” fame, introduced impressions of
Inebristy into several farces; Churles
H. Hoyt finding that anudiences wers
amused by bibulous characters on the
slage. .

Thomas Q. Seabrooke wns &t one
time a popular star In comic opers,
and year after year reappeared as the
bacchanalian ruler of “The Iale of
Champagne.” gaining thme and for-
! tune in his tours from coast to coast
At the same period Frank Danlels

gained applause through similar pres-
| entations, and at a somewhat later
date Richard Carle started stagger-
.llnx about the stage, to the accom-
| paniment of hand clapping from the
| other slde of the footllghts,

James T. Powers, Raymond Hiteh-
cock, Frank Moulan, De Wolf Hopper,
Jefferson de Angells and many other
stars of comlc opera portrayed at one
time or another wvarying Jdegrees
inebriety and “drinking songs" and
clinking gobiets were part and parcel
of these performances.

One of the chamcters in “Little
Johnny Jonea" an early success of
George M, Cohan's, was a feilow who
staggered on and off the stage from
time to time, but never sald n word
Nevertheless, n hit was made, Broad-
way apprecinting a novelty. A few
sensons ago Mr, Cohan produced a
pleca called “Hit-the-Tral]l Holllduy,"
apparently suggested by the antles and
activities of Billy Bunday An arted
by Mr.
Niblo, the title role wans highly divert.
ing.

Oldtimers will recall the play called
| “Drink,” an adaptation by Churles
Reade of the novel by Emile Zola
Charles Warner, the father of H, B
Warner, starred In this plece and
toured the world with it haladln[ aundi.
ences spellhound in England, America
and Australis.
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Hudson River attired Iin prison un!.-!

Cohan's brother-in-law, Fred

name of the deceased the words:
“Murdered by the 8tate of New York,” |
| He ordered the piate ripped off hefurei
| he would surrender the body.
Matthew Johnson, another murderer,
| prior to being electrocuted February
| 26, 1884, plotted to kil Derrenbacher.
| He had aiready taken three lves, ad-
|mmmlly. r0, naturally, he thought
roth'ng of taking the guard’s too. As
| Derrenbacher was about to open John-
|won's oell he overheard a friendly
| prisoner admonish the brute: “Don’t
|do it." Derrenbacher left the oell
| locked then until he could remove the
blg fire ahovel and heavy poker from
| the stove and Jock them up, Then he

|let Johnsonm out to exercise, but
|w:ltl:"he.l him carefully,
Mesorole tells how on the eve of

| bia executlon Fred McGulre burlesaued

Fis woos by mounting his cell bunk
and auctioning off his clothes and be-
Inngings to his fellow prisoners. He
| had slain Mrs. Gregory at Middletown,
N. X.

Notorious in bygone days was Dr,
Robert Buchanan, executed on July 1,
| 1893, for the slaying of Anna Buther-
land, In the forencon Principal Keeper
Connaughton told Meserole to take
Huchanan's mother In to sea him and
that she could remain only one hour.
Meserole let her averstay severnl min.

utea out of sympathy, Connnughton,
unsympathetic, took him to task for
it. Mrs., Buchanan rat, hysterical, in
Warden Sage's resldence while her son |
wnas being killed in the death chamber.

Marie Barber! Saved From Death,

Meserole recalls the occaslon when
he was statloned over Marle Barberi,
the first woman ever sentenced to the
alectric chair. Sha killad her wooer, |
Dominicoe Cataldo, In New York, and
wan recelved by Warden Shge on July
15, 1885, Meserole, on his own re-
sponsibllity, Tet ker and tha matrun
out of a stuffy room they were lodged
In on the top foor of the hospital and
gave them the fresdom of the open
attle, Meserole, always a Judge of
beauty, sald: “She was the homellest
woman I ever saw.” Later she got a
netr trial and was dlscharged,

Meserole was dolng deathhouse duty |
| when the only condemned murderer !
there who ever died a natural death
expired, Willlam Caesar, 82, who took

the lUfe of Mary Martin In New York, |
succumbod Feb 1, 1886, to heart trou-
hle, Although an Inmate doctar pro-
nounced Caesar Cead, as did an Inmate
nurse And the kespers, i'nmm\mhtfun|
wis apprehensive. He removed the body
to n dark cell and ordersd Kosper
Hopper stand watch over it alll
night. “He might come bhack to life"
sald Connaughton. Hopper, Indig-
nant, protested that he hat hired his
services to the State to guard lving |
prisoners and not to “prevent corpues |

running away or attend prison
waken,” However, he had to watch
the body all night

Seen Caecsar's Ghost, F

A few nights later when Carl Fle-
genbaum was putl In the dead man's
cell he leaped up off his cot suddenly
and, sereaming with feaf, sald that the |
cell was haunted “Caesar's ghost |
tried to choke me!" exclaimed the t(-r-|
rified murderer who had choked his
wife to death In New York. Dr, Rob-}
ert Irvine, prison surgeon, gave the!
frightenod prisoner a stimulant and|
had him taken out of the “haunted” |
cell

When John H. Barker arrived from
White Plains in 1886 to awalt exe-
cution it was disclosed that he used 1o
work for Meserale. He was stable|
groom and formerly looked after the
keeprr's race horse.  Mesorole also |
tells how a gvard got looked In the
autopsy shed, adjoining the death!
house, and had to stay there all night
In the dingy room was a murderer's
body and oulxide the donr was the
lcarcass of another horse killed In the
| plectric chalr for experimental tests,

{ Van Wart opensd the cell for Martin
|'I‘hr|r1| an his execution day. Thnrnl
was the slayer of Willlam Gulden-
suppe, whom he murdered In New
York in cahools with Mrs, Nack. This
orime became famous because the only
clus to the perpetrators, when the

\

1, 1868, "He walked llke a major.
sald Van Wart

Van Wart escorted to the chair
Adrian Braun who kllled his wife In
Sing Bing prison’'s visiting room.
Braun Is the oanly person ever im-
prisoned In “murderer's, row” before
Indicted or brought to trial

As soon as the erime was committed
Warden Sage ordered State Detective
James Jackson, who witnessed the
murder, to lock Braun up In the death-
hoose. He wns later tried, convicted
and sentenced to death In White Plains
and returned to the deathhouse, He
died May 20, 1589,

Suved By Another's Confesalon,

Meserole and Van Wart recall Ed-
ward Wise, who was In the deathhouss
for Ao murder which a man on his death
bed In England confeased he and not
Wise had committed. Beotlnnd Yard
detectives notified the authoritics here
and Wise's sentence was commuted to
life Imprisonment. John L. Sullivan,
prisefighter, later Interceded Lo get
Wise out of prison.

Meserole was g deathhouse guard
the eventful morning Antonlo Ponton
wias going to the chalr on Junuary T,
1916, He had Kkllled Miss DBessia
Kromer, o Brhenectady gchool teacher
Just as Principal Keeper Fred Dorner
wns tnking Ponton out of his cell for
the walk to the chair with Father Will-
inm E, Cashin, his spiritual adviser,
Joseph Hil, a burglar and “trusty."™
tried to escape from the main prison.
Ponton wis thrust back in his cell and
the door locked., The deep sllence in

the death chamber where Dr. H. E,
Moreness, Prison Secretary Danlel J,
Hickey, other oMcials and withessos

were wialtlng for the execution, was
broken by grufl shouts of keepers, the
screaming of conviets and the sound of
fiving feet. Hill was up on the roof,
about to drop off to freedom. and the
guards were chasing him. When he
was recaptured tbe guards returned
te the executlon scene, Ponton was
agaln takten out, and this time shunted
off in the chalr,

Guard Killed By Prisoner.

Meserole was stationed In the cone
demned cells over Oresta Shillitano,
An hour afler he went home one sum-
mer night in 1816, the yYoung mur-
derer induced Keeper McoCurthy to
open his cell door. He pulled out a
hidden revolver, ahot McCarthy fatally

and wounded Keeper ‘Hullard, Un-
armed the keepers were helpless, e
locked them up In cells with the
wounded guard's keys, shinned over

the exercise yard wall and got out Into
the walled yard of the prison. Dofing
his clothes he scaled the river front
fence and swam out Into the Hudson

and around the walls to shore. As he
was nude he did not get far The
prison whistle roared out an alarm
and the fugitive was retaken n half

mile awny. He was pul to desth soon
afterward, J

While working alongside Meserole,
Keoper John J. Kennedy In the sums
mer of 10156 snatched a strong ocord
two feet long antonio Mangenuro, an
Erie county murderer, was weaving In
his cel), away from him. Taking wads
of cotton batting, glven him by Dr.
Charles FParr to bathe a sore eye, the
prisonegr fAnally secreted a sumclent
quantity to make n rope to commit
suiclile, A weaver by trade, he made
an excellent cord, hut had his troubls
all for naught Later on the courts
gave him & new trial and he escaped
the chair hy due process of law

In 1909 two murderesrs In A sulelde

pact hung themselves at the same in-

stant on Meserole's tour of duty Ha
tieard choking and gasping. Climbing
up onto the tap of ane cell he cut down
one of them The other, evidently
penitent, was writhing and shricking
“Just hold on there" snid Meserole
“and 11 be over to you in a minute.”
He leaped to the top of the ocell Across
the passageway and cut down the sec-
ond trickster.

The conspirators had figured that If
hoth swung off together one would bs
bound to succesd while the watchman
was busy roscylng Lhe other But
Meserole was a match  for both,

| In fact, since the death celly were

established, thirty yeurs ago, only one
murderer ever chested the law by sul-
cide. Angelo Legglo frustrated the
guards and hung himself with some
of his olothing oo January 13, 1018
when Professor George W. Kirchw»*
was the prison warden.
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