
Deans of the Death Watch Tell
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Weird and Thrill-in- g

Incidents That
Marked Last Days
of Many Famous
Murderers Are Re-call- ed

by Three
of the Prison's
Veteran Guards

Br EDWARD T. KAVANAUGH.
T"T TEIRD arid thrilling have been

A some of the experiences of
' George Meserole and two

other veteran Blag Bine keepers, lately'
retired, with numerous murderers, fa-

mous or Infamous, during many years
they were on the death watch over

the prison's efclls set apart for pris
oners awaiting execution,

Meserole, whoso keen eyes for twenty--

six years kept a lookout over thoso
closely guarded cells. Is only now un- -

folding some Interesting stories of

what has gone on In there. John Der-

renbachcr, who kept vigil over the
' death cells nine years, and Alexander

Van Wart, who did relief duty there
for a similar period, have likewise
elected to talk. With official consent

rof Warden Edward V. Brophy they
feel at liberty to give their reminis-
cences. Many of the epldaaes de
scribed have never before been writ'
ten.

Meserole'a Fumona Charges.
Meserole had by far the longest

deathhouie experience and came In

contact with its most celebrated In-

mates, such as Albert T.Patrick ac-

cused of the murder of William Rice,

the millionaire, whose 6cntenco was

finally commuted: Roland Mollneux,

first convicted and later" acquitted oi

the murder of Mrs. Katherlne Adams:
D- - Samuel Kennedy, charged with the
murder of Dolly Reynolds, who was

afterward retried and discharged, and
m ntiita n,VAt nAl1rA 1lutfnnn. who

was convicted for the murder of Ro-

senthal, the gambler. These and other
distinguished prisoners were entrusted
to Meserole' keeping. Two hundred
condemned persons, including three
women, have been received In his time.

Standing between a condemned mur-

derer facing death in the electric
chair and his freedom, the watchman's
task in the condemned cells Is a tick-

lish one. A murJerer condemned to
die has nothing to lose by Killing a
guard to make a getaway. The temp-

tation to attack his guard Is, therefore.
obvious. Yet none of these three
keepers ever received even a scratch,
nor' had a suicide or scape on his tour
of duty. Tet they have guarded scores
of dangerous murderers. Other guards
have hrid murder, suicide and escapes
on their shifts.

Comedy and Tragedy.
Both comedy 'and tragedy figure In

r these three veterans' adventures. For
example. Meserole well remembers tno
"day in 1916 that Hyman Ltebman,
who threw his two children out of a
window and killed them in New York,
shammed suicide, He pretended, in
staging an insanity plea, to have swal
lowed poison, when ur, Amos u.
Saulre got to work on him with the
dreaded stomach pump, it soon arew
tho truth, as well as the harmless vin-
egar he swallowed, out of him. Lleb-ma- n

shrieked and begged for mercy
as the doctors pumped away, and had
to confess he was faking so they
would stop the pump. Then, on the
pathetic side, there was the proceo-slo- n

of seven hearses up to the prison
front door on the eve of the execution
of Vincent Colli and six other slayers
In Warden Kennedy's time. This was
the largest number ever executed In
one batch.

In Intellect Meserole, Derrenbacher
and Van Wart are ahove the average
prison guard. There was never any-
thing surly or shiftless about them.
Bach is polished and unassuming.
But all three In their deathhouse
duties were firm and fearless. They
were able to match their wits and
their daring against thoso of their
chargos, whether they be murderer
of the shrewd typo or more brutes.
Meserole had fearlessness Instilled in
him In the civil war. For bravery in
the Union army he roso fromthe
ranks to lieutenant in Duryea's Zou-

aves regiment.
In point of deathhouso experience

Derrenbacher is the dean of the group.
He went to work In Sing Sing June

U0, 1889, Under Warden Brush and lad
been there but a month when on July
18, 1889, the dynamo and nil the elec- -

GEORGE MESER.OLE. WHO GUARDEDSING'S TWENTY SIX VEAfiU

trie apparatus for the first electric
execution arrived at the prison.

New Tork State had just passed a
law substituting the electric chair for
the hangman's noose. There had
never been an electric execution and
everybody was prospecting as to who
would be the first person electrocuted
and'whether he would bo killed with-
out conscious suffering or tortured to
death. f

On October 30, 1889, Warden Brush
received Charles McElvalne, aged
twenty, the first person sentenced to
the electric-- ' chair., He had- slain
Christian Lucca In Brooklyn. There
had been no deathhouse built then.
So"McElvalne was placed' in a cell on
the upper floor of tho hospital building
end kepA In 'solitary conflneme'nt;-- ' On
December 5, 1889, work of building tho
deathhouse was begun. It was to be,
virtually, a prison within a prison.

Derrenbachcr saw Thomas Palllster,
a prisoner, helping to build it. By
an odd turn of events, this same pris-
oner was later convicted of murder
and lodged, two years later, in the
prison death cells himself. He was
never executed. He cheated the chair
by escaping,

Deathhouse Snon Crowded.
Soon as the deathhouse was finished

McKlvalne became Its first occupant.
Derrenbacher was his first guard
there. Ho would keep watch over the
condemned murderer eleven hours a
day. McElvalne hud not the exclusive
use of' the deathhouse long. On New
Year's day Sheheok Julglgo, a Japa-
nese, was received from Manhattan
for killing Seaman Coutaln, a Japanese
sailor.

Then came Joseph Woodwho killed
Charles Ruflln, a laborer on the new
Croton aqueduct at Klngsbrldge, fol-
lowed a few weeks later by Harris
Smller, who shot Mary Dralney, one ot
his three bigamous wives, and then by
James J. Blocum, a baseball player,
whtf beat his wife to death.

There was room for only four In the
original deathhouse, so Smller was
placed in the hospital loft. Keeper
Fagan, on watch there, fell asleep one
night while on duty. Principal Keeper
James Connaughton, a rigorous dis-

ciplinarian, discovered him In the midst
of his nap. He rebuked and suspended
Fagan immediately. Next came Nicola
Trcrzq, the murderer who was aiter-war- d

saved by Gov. Flower, who com-
muted his sentence to life imprison-
ment.

An addition was built to the death--
house so It could accommodate eight
men. On his shift Derrenbacher alone
in the deathhouse watched six mur-
derers. As they were cramped badly
In the, brick cells, Moserole was as-

signed by Connnughtop.ln 1891 to take
each murderer out hls cage a half
hour a day for exercise. McElvalne,
of a nervous nature, often bored
Meserole and the other keepers by
scratching his cell bars In filing his
finger nails or using his bunk sheot to
swat flies with.

Horse Used to Test Chair
As tho time drew near for tho first

execution, Warden Brush wished to
test the killing capacity of the new
contrivance. So on Nov. 20, 1890, a
horse was taken from the prison stable
and fastened to the death chair In a
room adjoining tho condemned colls,
where Derrenbacher was on duty. The
keepers fastened a hood, over the
horse's head, as they do now over tho
cranium of a murderer, and tied the
steed fast to the chair.

As the current was turned on a fuse
blew out and the horso got only a part
of the shock that was meant for It. It
made a weird shrieking noise and
kicked the wall furiously.

The commotion Btartled Slocum.
"What's that?" asked the wife slayer.
Derrenbacher knew they were testing
the chair, but would not add to
Slocum's mental torture. "It s only a
horse kicking," replied the keeper,
Little did Slocum realize they were
trying out tho chair to use on the
deathhouse Inmates. Or that destiny
intended that he should be the first
person ever to sit in it

Derrenbacher had the most trying
Si

1,

ordeal of his long prison career oil July
7, 1891, the day of the first executions.
The whole prison was astir and all the
murderers In the deathhouse were in
a frenzy. Outside a morbid mob lined
the hills overlooking tho prison and
the streets looking to it

Warden Brown had pledged all who
would have access to the condemned
cells and the death chamber to se-
crecy. Newspaper reporters were not
only forbidden to see the execution
(they hod been allowed to witness
hangings) but the warden put out
armed sentries and kept them off the
prison property entirely. He had a
cordon ot guards form a "dead line."
Sentries paced back and forth with
rifles to overawe tho crowd and shoot
anybody who might attempt to .slip
through tno line. Tno warden, ior
going to such pains, was JJorover after-
ward called 'Deadline" Brown.

However, Brown arranged a code of
signals to let reporters and others
know when each of the four prisoners
to be electrocuted was dead. He se-

lected a white (lag for Sloqum, a blue
flag for Smller, a black flag for Wood
and a red flag for Julglgo. When each
man was dead his flag was to go up
the halyards on the root of the war
den's residence. So the thousands
awaiting outside the prison riveted
their gaze on the flagpole.

Derrenbacher was told to get Slocum
ready first. He bid the unfortu
nate feilow good-b- y nnd about noon
Slocum was taken on the death march
to the execution chamber a few yards
away. State Detective James Jack
son and Keeper Sylvester McNeal
quickly strapped him in the chair. The
electrodes were jammed down on his
head, the mask drawn over his face,
and Dr. Carlos Macdonald, the alienist,
signalled the executioner to pull the
switch. Tho current shot on, Slocum
lunged forward and tugged at the
straps. Tho first shock had left him
unconscious, but another was given
him to make death certatn. Slowly
went the white flag up tho halyards

By HAROLD SETON.
HAKESPEARE has intimated that

) the province ot the stage is to
"hold the mirror up to Nature."

Therefore his plays, first published by
two actors of his company, are sup-
posed to reflect the manners of his
time. Coming down through the plays
of Congreve, Wycherley and Far- -
quanar, Hlcnard urinsiey Hlierman, to.
the plays of Sydney Grundy, Arthur
Wing Plnero and Henry Arthur Jones,
all ot theso authors refer to drink and
drinkers, either in a comic or a tragic
manner, to point or adorn a talc. But
now that prohibition has come upon
us and hard stuff is no longer expected
to exist, scenes of Intoxication on the
stage will presumably be taboo.

This leads us to recall various In
stances In which thesplans havo been
called upon to simulate Inebriety, and
some of these recollections are quaint
and curious. For instance, It may sur-
prise and shock the present generation,
which only knows Maude Adams as
Cinderella and Peter Pan, perhaps even
as the heroine of "What Every Woman
Knows," "Quality Street." and "The
Little Minister," to. learn that one of
her first big hits was made In 1892 In
"The Masked Ball," in which, as lead-
ing lady to John Drew, she was repre-
sented as haying imbibed too freely I

May Robson, who In a long and va-

ried career has played all sorts of
parts tn all sorts ot plays, met with
considerable success several seasons
ago when she starred In "The Rejuve-
nation of Aunt Mary," in which she
was supposed to be a respectable old
lady who takes a new lease on life nnd
consorts with individuals many years
her junior. In one scene, surrounded
by several lively youths, she becomes
grotesquely hilarious.

Blanche Walsh Inclined rather to
tragic ports than'to comic ones, and In
two of her best known starring ven
tures, "Resurrection," by Count Leo
Tofetoy, and "The Woman "In ?flie
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outside. .The mob .realized the new
experimental' electric device had done
its grejsome work and that Slocum
was tho first to go.

Derrenbacher then got Smller ready,
bid him good-b- y and saw htm led oil
to the deadly contrivance Next he
opened the cell door for Wood, shook
his hand and bid him good-b- y. Final-
ly Derrenbacher unlocked the cell of
Julglgo. Because tho Japanese was a
powerful and brutal man tho prison
authorities feared trouble from him.
So they left him until tho last. Julglgo,
however, surprised them. He nodded
good-b- y to walked erect
to the chair and went to his death as
stolid as an ox.

Derrenbacher remembers how brave-
ly McElvalne faced the chair. "He
walked upright and quickly," said the
keeper, "sat squarely down in the chair
and said: 'Let'er got "

Tho prison deathhouso was shy two
murderers when Derrenbacher report-
ed for work the morning of April 21,
1893. During the night Palllster and

Case," by Clyde Fitch, she had thrill- -'

lng scenes of intoxication.
In another Russian play, "Redemp-

tion," produced last season, John Bar-rymo- re

gave a vivid portrayal of de-

bauchery and drunkenness, thereby
gaining recognition as one of the fore-
most actors of the day. By a curious
coincidence. In "The Jest," which fol-
lowed Lionel Barry-mor- e

had a drunken scene and he
proved himself quite as expert a de-

lineator of dipsomania as brother
John, with whom he shared stellar
honors.

A few sea.i ago, in "My Lady's
Dress," by Edward Knoblock, Mary
Boland, In one of various episodes Into,
which the piece was divided, played a'
Russian peasant besotted with drink,
Anally deserting a sober husband for
a drunken lover.

William Feversham has more than
one stage dissipation to his credit
Years ago, In 'The Conquerors," by
Paul Potter, he, as a Prussian officer
while drunk, Insults a French gentle-
woman, played by Viola Allen. Mr
Faversham'a tipsy scene In "Lord and
Lady Algy" always "brings down the
houqe." R-- C. Carton, who wrote
"Lord and Lady Algy," decided that
one good turn deserved another, so
Introduced further intoxication Into
"Lady Huntworth'a Experiment," in
which Lady llunttoorth, played by
Hilda Spong, becomes a cook in order
to support her drunken husband, played
by the late Jameson Lee Finney. Dur-
ing the past season Miss Spong ap-
peared In support of William Gillette
In "Dear Brutus." in which piece the
star is represented In the first act as
being in a seml-maudl- condition.

In Mrs. Fieke'i great success, "Tess
of the she was supposed
to have a drunken father, and In her
subsequent triumph, "Becky Sharp,"
she was supposed to have a drunken
husband. Mrs. Flake then produced
''Salvation Ss'eil," the flnt scene of

tKlffW Jill Jfl
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Quaint Recollections of Drink and

'Derrenbacher,

"Redemption,"

D'Urbervllles,"

Frank Roehl, another slayer, had
tricked the two watchmen ' outside
their cells. Palllstcr, feigning Illness,
got Keeper J. H. Hulse to bring him
a pan of hot milk from' tho hospital.
Hulse had to open the door to pass It
In to the supposed "sick" man. As Tie

did Palllster threw a handful ot pep-
per he had hidden away when g,iven
his meals Into the keeper's eyes, over- -

"powered him and took away his re
volver.

With tho weapon ho drove Hulse
Into the cell he hod vacated, took his
keys and uniform and locked him in.
When Keeper James Murphy entered
Palllster and Roohl, whom he had let
out ot his cell, hid behind the door.
They covered him with the stolen re
volver, disarmed htm and locked htm
In Roehl's cell. Then, with a coal
shovel, they battered their way out by
breaking a hole In the roof. A furious
storm was raging and none ot tho
night watchmen In the outside prison
heard th prisoners escaping.

Before making the break they

which was In a low beer saloon. Dur-
ing the progress ot the play tho hero-
ine changed from a scrubwoman to a
Salvationist and redeemed a drunken
husband. "Salvation Nell'' was the
first play ot Edward Sheldon, written
while he was an undergraduate at
Harvard University. One of his later
pieces, "The Song of Songs," provided
Irene Fenwlck with scenes showing
her first In the midst of a carousal In
a public restaurant and then propped
up Ij bed "the morning after."

Years ago Mario Bates, character
actress, whose dramatic gifts havo
beon developed through long associa-
tion with tho management of David
Belasco, made a hit as Aunt Hose In
"Zaza," constantly crying for some
stimulant tor her "weak heart,"

In "Tho Caso of Becky" Frances
Starr had an unusual role as the
victim of. an unscrupuloushypnotlst,
the villain's power over her Anally be-l-

weakened by plying him with
wine before counteracting his Influence.

Alice Fischer played a drunken
hag in "Two Little Vagrants," which
had a long run at the American The-
atre, tho urchins being played by Mln-nl- o

Dupreo and Jessie Busley. This
melodrama by George R. Sims was
adapted from a piece popular In Paris.

May Irwin Introduced humorous
episodes of Intoxication Iji several of
the farce comedies with which she
amused a former generation, and peo-
ple always applauded when the portly
lady lost her balance and fell on the
floor.

Anna Held was partial to "drinking
tongs," and ln"Pap'g Wife" and 'he
Little Duchess" displayed considerable
ability as a delineator of conviviality.
Furthermore, she permitted Charles
Blgelow, for teveral seasons a member
of-- her company, to give somewhat
similar exhibitions.

Leon Errol has amused New
Yorkers, and more recently Londoners.
with his tippling tricks, his mirth prtf

(JOHN DERRENBACHER., FIRST KEEPER OFSING SING'S DEATH-HOU- SE WHO WAS
STATIONED lH THERE NINE YEARS

offered to liberate Carlyle Harris, the
famous murderer of pretty Helen
Potts, his jilted sweetheart, and two
other slayers, but these men expected
Executive clemency nnd refused to go.

Later two' bodies wero found In the
Hudson River attired In prison uni-
forms. The prison officials Idcntllled
them as Uiobo of Palllster and Roeln.
There was a bullet hole in each. The
officials concluded tho two murderers
quarrelled as to whether they should
risk a trip in the small dory they stole
across the rough river In tho raging
storm or turn back, and that they shot
each other fighting for possession ot
the boaU

Harris, however, did not get re- -
er Xold him on

the moving1 f May .1893j'that tlJ.
Governor .had refused to reprieve him
and that he had better prepare to die
at noon.

Shortly afterward he saw Harris slip
something into his mouth and hastily
swallow It. Derrenbacher Informed
Warden- Durston and on approaching
his cell the Warden noticed Harris
looked rather dazed.

He prdered the cell unlocked. But
Harris had forestalled such a move.
He had stuffed the keyhole with wads
ot paper and the key could not be
forced Into the lock. So keepers ran
for hammers and other tools and be-
gan smashing and ripping the lock off
the cell door. When they got It open
Harris had swooned on the bed.

He had taken a powerful dose of
arugs his mother was thought to have
smuggled to htm with Intention of
killing himself. Physicians waiting to
see him executed forced medicine
down the prisoner's throat and soon
restored him to consciousness. Keeper
McNeal was then stationed In the cell
with him' and sat Wsldo him until
Derrenbacher opened the door and
Harris was taken to his doom.

Mrs. Harris had sent a casket to
receive the body. On the cover
Warden Durston discovered under the

the Drama
voklng methods being slightly remi
niscent of the above mentioned
Charles Blgelow, late lamented.

Harry Conor of "A Trip to China
town" fame, introduced impressions of
Inebriety Into several farces; Charles
II, Hoyt flndlng that audiences were
amused by bibulous characters on tho
stage.

Thomas Q. Seabrooke was at one
tlmo a popular star In comic opera,
nnd year after year reappeared as the
bacchanalian ruler of ''The Isle of
Champagne," gaining fnme and for-
tune In his tours from coast to coast. I

At the same period Frank Daniels I

gained applause through similar pres
entations, and at a somewhat later
date Richard Carle Btarted Btagger-ln- g

about the stage, to tho accom-
paniment ot hand clapping from the
other side of the footlights,

James T. Powers, Raymond Hitch-
cock, Frank Moulan, De Wolf Hopper,
Jefferson de Angells and many other
stars of comic opera portrayed at one
time or another varying degrees of
Inebriety nnd "drinking songs" and
cllnklng goblets were part nnd parcel
ot these performances.

One of the characters In "Little
Johnny Jones," an early success of
George M. Cohan's, was a follow who
staggered on and off the stago from
time to time, but never said a word.
Nevertheless, a hit was made, Broad-
way appreciating a novelty. A few
seasons ago Mr. Cohan produced a
piece called "Hlt-lhe-Tr- Holllday,"
.apparently suggosted by the antics nnd
activities of Billy Sunday. As acted
by Mr. Cohan's brother-in-la- Fred
Nlblo, the title role was highly divert-
ing.

Oldtlmers will recall the piny, called
"Drink," an adaptation by Charles

eade of the novel by Emtio Zola.
Charles Warner, the father of H. B.

Warner, starred In this piece and
toured the world with It, holding audi-
ences spellbound in England, America
'and Australia.

name of the deceased the words
Murdered by tho State of Now York."

Ho ordered the plate ripped off before
he would surrender tho body.

Matthew Johnson, another murderer,
prior to being electrocuted February
26, 1894, plotted to kill Derrenbacher.
He had already taken throe lives, ad
mlttedly. so, naturally, he thought
noth'jis of taking the guard's too. As
Derrenbacher was about to open John
Ron's cell he overheard a friendly
prisoner admonish the brute: "Don't
do " It." Derrenbacher left tho cell
locked then until ho could remove the
big Are shovel nnd heavy poker from
the stove and lock them up. Then he
let Johnson out to exercise, but
watched him carefully.

.Meserole tells how on tho eve Wf
.

his execution Fred McQulro burleMueil
Ms woes by mounting his cell bunk
and auctioning off his clothes and bo
longings to his fellow prisoners. He
had elaln Mrs. Gregory at Mlddletown,
N.Y.

Notorious In bygone days was Dr.
Robert Buchanan, executed on July 1,
1895, for tho slaying of Anna Suther-
land. In the forenoon Principal Keeper
Connaughton told Meserole to take
Buchanan's mother In to seo him and
that she could remain only one hour.
Meserole let her overstay several min-
utes out ot sympathy. Connaughton,
unsympathetic, took him to task for
It. Mrs. Buchanan rat, hysterical, In
Warden Sage's residence whilo her son
was being killed In the death chamber.

Mnrle nurberl Saved From Death,
Meserole recalls tho" occasion when

he was stationed over Marie Barberl,
the first woman ever sentenced id the
electric chair. She killed her wooer,
Domlnlco Cataldo. In New York, and
was received by Warden Sage on July
15, 1895, Meserole, on his own re-
sponsibility, let her and the matron
out of a stuffy room they were lodged
In on the top floor of the hospital and
gave them the freedom of the open
attic. Meserole, always a Judgo of
beauty, said: "She was the homeliest
woman I ever saw." Later sho got a
neir trial and wnp discharged.

Meserole was doing Ciathhouse duty
when the only condemned murderer
there who ever died a natural death
expired. William Caesar, 32, who took
the life of Mary Martin In New York,
succumbed Feb. 1. 1896, to heart trou-
ble. Although an Inmate doctor pro-
nounced Caesar iead, as did an Inmate
nurao and the keepers, Connaughton
was apprehensive. He removed the body
to a dark cell and ordered Keeper
Hopper to stand watch over it all
night. "He might come back to life,"
said Connaughton. Hopper, Indig-
nant, protected that he hai hired his
services to the State to guard living
prisoners and not to "prevent corpses
running away or attend prison
wakes." However, he had to watch
the body all night.

sc Cftraar Ghoat,
A few nlghtB later when Carl Fie

genbaum was put In the dead man's
cell he leaped up oft his cot suddenly
and, screaming with feaf, said that the
cell was haunted. "Caesar's ghost
tried to choke met" exclaimed the ter
rifled murderer who hnd choked his

, wife to death In New York. Dr. Rob- -
ert Irvine, prison surgeon, gave the
frlghtenol prisoner a stimulant and
had' htm taken out of the "haunted'
cell.

When John H. Barker arrived from
White Plains In 189C to await exe
cution It was disclosed that he used to
work for Meserole, He was stalilr
groom and formerly looked after the
keeper's race horse. Meserole also
tells how a guard got locked In the
autopsy shed, adjoining the death
house, and had to stay there all night,
In the dingy room was a murderer's
body and outside the door was the
carcass ot another horse killed In the
electric chair Cor experimental tests,

Van Wart opened the cell for Martin
Thorn on his execution .day. Thorn!
was the slayer of William Gulden-supp- e,

whom he murdered In New
York in cahoots with Mrs, Nack, This
crime .became famous because the only
clue to the perpetrators, when the

'ilinf r'l iirhliflllilHi (.lAfrlf 'if ''.EfrH V- - .- - ,.,,
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History of Electric
Chair, Desperate
Breaks for Free-

dom, Murders
Within Prison and
Attemftts at Su-
icide Figure in
Reminiscences

body was found cut up, was a shirt
button. The manufacturer of the but-
ton and the sale of the shirt was
traced, the body Identified as Gulden-suppe- 's

and Thorn and the woman
Thorn was electrocuted Aug.

1, 1898." "He walked like a major,"
said Van Wart.

Van Wart escorted to the chair
Adrian Braun. who killed his wife in
Sing Sing prison's visiting room.
Brnun Is the only person ever im-
prisoned in "murderer's row" before
Indicted or brought to trial.

As soon as the crimp was committed
Warden Sage ordered State Detectlvo'
James Jackson, who witnessed the
murder, to lock Braun up In tho death-hous- e.

He was later tried, convicted
and sentenced to death In White Plains'
and returned to tho deathhouse. He
died Mny 29, 1899.

Saved Ur Another' Confraalon,
Meserole and Van Wart recall Ed-

ward Wise, who was In the deathhouse
for a murder which a man on his death
bd In England confessed he and not
Wise had committed. Scotland Yard
detectives notlfled the authorities hero
and Wise's sentence was commuted to
life Imprisonment. John L. Sullivan,
.prizefighter, later Interceded to get
WIbo out ot prison.

Meserole was' a deathhouso guard
the eventful morning Antonio Ponton
was going to the chair on January 7,

1916. He had killed MIrs Bessie
Kromer, a Schenectady school teacher.
Just ns Principal Keeper Fred Dorncr
was taking Ponton out of his cell for
the walk to the chair with Father Will-la- m

E. Cashln, his spiritual adviser,
Joseph Hlll a burglar and "trusty,"
tried to escape from the main prison.
Ponton was thrust back In his cell and
tho door locked. The deep silence In
the death chamber where Dr. H. E.
Morencss, Prison Secretary Daniel J,
Hlckey, other officials and witnesses'
were waiting for tho execution, was
broken by gruff shouts of keepers, the
screaming of convicts nnd tho Bound of
flying feet. Hill was up on tho roof,
about to drop off to freedom, and tho
guards were chasing him. When ho
was recaptured tbe guards returned
to the execution scene. Ponton was'
again taken out, and this time shunted
off ,ln the chair.

Guard Killed Ur Trlaoner,

Meserole was stationed In tho con-

demned cells over Orcsta Shlllltano.
An hour after he went home

night In 1916, the young mur-
derer induced Keeper McCarthy to
open his cell door. He pulled out a
hidden revolver, shot McCarthy fatally
and wounded Keeper 'Bullard. Un-

armed the keepers wero helpless. He
locked them up In cells with tho
wounded guard's keys, shinned over
thp exercise yard wall and got out Into
the walled yard of the prison. Doffing
his clothes he scaled tho river front
fence and swam out Into the Hudson
and around tho walls to shore. As he
was nude he did not get far. The
prison whistle roared out an alarm
and the fugitive was retaken n half
mile away. He was put to des th soon
afterward.

While working alongside Meserole,
Keeper John J. Kennedy In the sum-
mer of 1915 snatched a strong oord
two feet long Antonio Mangenaro, an
Erlo county murderer, wn weaving In
his cell, away from him. Taking wadi
of cotton batting, given him by Dr.
Charles Farr to bathe n sore eye, the
prisoner finally secreted a sufficient
quantity to make a rope to commit
suicide. A weaver by trade, he mode
an excellent cord, but had his trouble
all for naught. Later on tho courts
gave htm a new trial and he escaped
the chair by due process ot law.

In 1909 two murderers In a suicide
pact hung themselves at the same In-

stant on Meserole's tour of duty. Ho
heard choking and gasping, Climbing
up onto the top ot one cell he cut down
one of them. Tho other, evidently
penitent, was writhing and shrieking.
"Just hold on there," said Meserole,
"nnd I'll be over to you In a minute."
He leaped to the top of the cell across
the passageway and cut down the sec-

ond trickster.
The conspirators had flgured that If

both swung oft together ono would be
bound to succeed while tho watchman
was busy rescuing the other. But
Meserole was a match for both.
In fact, since tho death cells were
established, thirty years ago, only one
murderer ever cheated tho law by sui
cide. Angelo Legglo frustrated the
guards and hung himself with some
of his clothing on January 13, 1916
when Profeseor George W. Kirch''"
was the prison warden.


