Catholic Education Meets the Nation's
. Needs, for Its Basis Is Religion, In-
dispensable to Life of a People

In the Catholic System of Education Religion Holds First Place, and in Giv-
ing Prominence to Religion in Education Catholics Are Living
Up to Their Country's Earliest and Highest Ideals

By the Right Rev. Joseph f Mooney, D. D, President of New York Cathli? .Scl-d Board. i

TOFIC widely discuseed among
A our educationsl leaders to-day

is the “Americanization of our
schogols,” How, they are asking them-
sclves, can these schools, which exart
such a mighty Influence upon the
thought and character and conduct of
our people, be brought to contribute in
a atill larger measure to our national
life? How can they be made yleld the
richest possible harvest in loyal, useful
and Intalligent citizenship? To this
end in many cases existing curricula
have been modifled, mew features
added, and old ones given a new em-
phasis

If we examine our educational re-
sources in the light of this new move-
ment we cannot but be Impressed with
how adequately Catholic schools meet
the nation’s needa. The basis of Cath-
olic education ls religion; and religious
education is our country's strongest
bulwark of defence, Ita firmest prop,
ity most faithful ally.

If the history of the nations of &n-
tiquity teach us gne lesson more plain-
1y than another it is that religion is
simply indispensable to the life of a
people. Nations ne more than individ-
uals live ‘by bread alone. Imperial
Rome was mistress of the world as
long as she cherizshed a belief In her
false gods, but even her mighty legions
conld not save her once that faith had
vanished. It was the same with
QGreece. She too was a world power,
a mation of herces and scholars, while
she worshipped her chosen deities, but
fell into decay when she had aban-
doned that belief, If this be true of
nations In general, most especlally is
it true of a republic. "Republics live
by wirtue, and morality is the vory
soul of good citizenship.”™ Tt matters
not how formidable may be our army
or how Invincible our navy. The sen-
tinels on our oulposts may tell us no
danger ls nigh. But If religion no
longer dwells in the hearts of our citl-
zens, Lthen the strength of the nation
has departed. Listen to the solemn
admonition of Washington upon this
point delivered in his Farewell Ad-
dross:

“Of all the dispositions and habdits
which lead to political prosperity, re-
ligion and morality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotism who should
labor to subvert these great plllars of
human happinesa, these,frmest props
of the dutles of men and citizens, The
mere politician, equally swith the plous
man, ought to respect and cherish
them. A volume could not trace all
their conmections with private and
public fellcity. Lat it be simply asked,
where is the security for property, for
reputation, for life, if the sense of
religious obligation desert the oaths
which are the Instygments of investi-
gation In ecourts of justice? And let
us with caution indulge the supposi-
tlon that morality can be maintained
without religion. Whatever may be
conceded to the influence of refined
sducation on minds of peculiar strue-
ture, reason and experience forbid us
to expect that nutional morality can
prevall io exclusion of religious prin-
ciple.”

Former Ambassador Bryce llkewise
tells us In- his “American Com-
monwealth™ that as he stood In
the heart of & grest American me-
tropolis Be was often stariled by the
thought' &f what could ever save our
Government and its marvellous in-
stitutions should the foundation stone
of religion be ever gwept away. Now
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what has been the effect of the ex-
clusion of relizion from the schoal lite
of the child here in the United States?
Fifty years agq the Amerlean people
were a religlous peoplsl To-day after
half a century of education without
religion 60,000,000 profess bellef In
no religious denomination whatever,
When we ponder this starting fuct,
and remember too that of those calling
themselves Christian not a few deny
the fundamental principle of that re-
ligion, L e, the dlvinity of Christ, does
it not seem that Christianity Is rapidly
waning among us?

In the Cathollc system of sducation
religion holds fisst place. “Unless the
Lord build the house, they labor in
vain who bulld it" Its cardinal princi-
ple is that enunciated by Christ Mim-
melf: “Beek ye first the kingdom of God
and His Justice and all these things
shall be added unto you™ It teaches
the child from his earifest years that
God Is his Creator and Redeemer, his
Lord ond Master. Defore all things
else he owes to Him homage and the
service of his heart. It teaches the
child that he has a soul, a spirit that
will never die, made to the Image of
Cod. To save that soul by knowinm,
loving and serving GoL by keeping the
Commandments, s the supreme busl-
ness of his life. And it reminds him
over and over again that it will profit
Him nothing to gain the whole warld
and suffer the Joss of that immortal
soul. Upon this solid basis of religion
it tenches him those very leasons that
most vitally concern the well being of
the republic, and enforces them with
a divine swnction, viz: respect for
iaw, reverence for lawful authority and
& derp sense of clivio duty. It points
out to him that the state is of the ordl-
nancs of God, that it is something
macrod, and presants to him the duties
he owes the state as obligations bind-
ing him in conscience and worthy of
the msame respect as the very lnws of
God Himself. It Instills upon this
same religious basls those lessons of
honesty, morallty and personal fateg.
rity which are the ornament as well as
the first requisit® of good citizenship.
It keeps constantly before his mind
from the very first day he toddica Inte
class that an act which Is wrong Is
wrong although the world may never
know. That both In his private no less
than jn his public acts his conduct
must ever square with the divine law.
And it assurea him upon the authority
of God that he must one day give an
account of his life to the Eternal Judge
of men, to that Suprems Judgs who
seen and knows all things.

This is the type of education that
has bullt up civilization and it is the
only kind that cam preserve It
Through it the church centurfes ago
reciaimed the savage and civilized the
barbarian, instructing him in the till-
ing of the soil and Industrial pursulta.
Through it aha !s to-day regenerating
soclety In the United States by her
thousands of schools scattared every-
where throughout the land. The Cath-
olic school aims at the development of
the whole man, all the faculties that
God has given him. It I3 not satisfled
with tralning the intellect alone, to the
neglect of his moral nature, for =uch
an education might be a real menace
to our civilimation., It is not content
with training the head and the hand
and neglecting tha heart, for unless
the heart be fortified with sound prin-
ciples of moral conduct, and a strength
of will developed that will fearlesaly
choose the right, elucation may not

be a blessing but a curse. To be com-
plete education must take into account
all' of man's faculties and train him
to use those noble endowments for the
highest purposes of lfe. To this end
the light and Inspiration of religion
everywhers dominstes the school. It
Is made theé foundation of all moral
in=truction and the groundwork upon
which character’is built, indeed the
very cornerstons of the edifice. It is
not taught merely as a separate entity
in the curriculum, but it permeates the
whole course, and is brought into vital
relation with every other branch
Catholics believe that sines edveation
is & preparation for life and since the
life of man continues beyond the
grave, it should At him not onty for
time but for eternity.

Call to mind some of the growing
evils that are now gnawing at the very
vitals of our country. Divorce, that
dread social leprosy that would destroy
the home and family, the strongest
buitress of society. Sociallsm, which,
spurning the right of private prop-
erty, is threatening to undermine our
national life and which carries in its
wake seven other spirits more wicked
than itseif. Brasen vice that would
sweep aside all baariers How ars
these to be combated? How are they
to be uprooted? The Catholic
school supplics the answer, It is re-
ligion in education. The only remedy
that will eradicate them ls to daily
train the youth of the natlon In vir-
tue and lay the foundation of his char-
acter deep down in the rockbed of re-
ligiom.

In giving prominence to religion in
i<ducation Catholics are thoroughly
Amaerican, ltving up to their country's

froe institutions. “They sought,” says
Webater, “to incorporate the principles
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essentially a school of re-
No, It is not tha Im-

The ever growing reed for religions
teaching in the training of youth has
not gome unheeded, and several ex-
pedients have boen and are now at-
tempted to supply this want. These
take the form of moral Instruction,
ethical Jectures, lessons from the an-
cient philosophers, moralists and the
lkxe. Who will deny that they have
sccomplished something? But whe
ean admit that they can ever fill the
placs of relizion In properly moulding
the will and developing strong Chria-
tian character? Without religion thers
can be no enduring morality, No sys-
tem of ethice that has not behind It
living faith was sver cffective in curb-
ing the evil inclinations of human na-
ture. Where [s the sanction that backs
up these moral Jessons? Whence the
source of thelr authority? What is to
be the charscter of these Instructions
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and who the arbiter of what is morally

temptation? ' No.
éation of the eternal law and the com-
pelling authority of God Himmelf, who
reads the secrets of men's hearts and
is the Supreme Jodge of the living and
the dead, can any system of ethics
roise men's livea to the highest forms
of moral conduct?

There are those who tell us that re-
ligious training Is the special provinee
of the church and need have no part
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pose some one were to advocals that
the teaching of patriotism be restricted
to on Bunday, what a mighty
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there
spread over, the continent from
to sea over 5,000 parochial schools,
with an enrolment of about 1,700,000
puplla This wast system represents
sn investment of $100,000,000 in schoaol
I'°Pﬂ't?. and lm“ over ‘ls.m.‘
000 for its annual maintenance, Upon
the oornerstone of each of thess
achools we find Inscribed a motto which
beautifully points out the object of its
highest aims: “For God and Country.”
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