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America and Some of Its Unsolved Problems

By FRANK PARKER STOCKBRIDGE
HE United Stutes of America stands
to-day the one eivilized nation of

the Western world that 1= not seriously
threatened with either revolution, bank-
ruptey or starvation. New York has re-
placed London as the finsnecial eentre of
the world's business; Wushington over-
shadows in world mportinee any of
pulitieal eapitals. We
ecome out of the war not only with a new

Europe's have
natiounl prestige among the peoples of
the
to Amerien for politien]l leadership, but

world who are evervwhere looking

witl our own internal resourees unim-
purred, even materially inerensed.

Never has o nation of a hundred mill-
jon souls experienced such widely spread
and generally shared prosperity as the
people of America are expenencng to-
day. Nowhere in all history ean one find
the recurd of a social organation on
s0 huge a seale in which the eommon run
of men were ahle to obtam in exehange
for their labor such a volume and variety
of creature comforts, of luxury and of
receeation beyvond the bure necessities of

life.
Not sinee time hegan, morvover, has
any such considerable body of human

buings been so completely in eontrol of its
own collective destiny that every adult
member of the whole great group has at
all times a voiee in the affarrs conmmon
to all, of precisely the same weight and
influenee as the voice of nny cther indi-
vidnal; this, slightest
impairinent of the personal rights of such
individoals as may for any reason dissent
from the position on any subject tuken
by the majority of their fellows.
“Surely,” the reader may exclaim in-
wardly at this point, o reul

ton, without the

“this s nol

pation: this sounds like u deseription of
Utopia! What else is needed than these
things which huve just been recited?

What more Las munkm-] ever besought ™™
1ot s see.

“|l_\, here group of men and
women who declare that the eonditions
in Ameriea’s fundamental mdustry, agri-
enlture, without which no nation can
thrive or long -endure, ave dmply deplor-
able, and that unless something 15 done
quickly we shall lose many of our na-
Lional advantages,

15 a

1I.

It is no lime to rest on our oars—not
while the worker is still getting less than
hi< fuir share of the produets of his
labor, not while millions ure still living
in unsanitary ignoranee, not while our
transportation svstem, railrosd and high-
way is in its present condition, certainly
not while our people are still thriftless.

The list of things that need still to be
done, of problems still unsolved in our
mational life, could be extended to Aill
many columns. Nor are  these mere
whims of so-ealled reformers, vagaries of
self-appointed regenerutors of soeiely,
untried experiments the advoeaies of
which would proceed to try st onee on a
full sized national seale without first
discovering by laboratory  metbods
whether they will work or not.

This would be a gloomy subject to con-
gemplate were it not for the cheering
wariety of efforts constantly in progress
for their elimination and the optlimistig
spirit in which, all over the country, the
solution of these problems is heing unders
taken by varying groups, with bere and
there such obvious suecess that no ond
exn doubt that, sooner or later, the prob-
Jems of to-day will have vanished, what-
ever new problems may replace them for
another generntion to solve.

It is this very ebaraoteristic of not

“Il's eafching on quickly—this

nocel of de!;ng iu.;:’az life-
r.nmf Y is cily
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in this weaknesses and his
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sins and that semething fun-
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being satisfied with things as they are,
of bringing out for publie discussion our
own fanlts and failings and ealling upon
our fellow citizens to rally fo the rescue
that has brought Ameriea to the position
it mow occupies which, whatever our
weaknesses, 15 nevertheless more enviable
than that of any-other country in the
world. Why this is so is the main theme
of an interesting, comprehiensive yet con-
cise and lueid fittle volume by Prof. Ed-
ward Alsworth Ross of the University of
Wiseonsin entitled. What Iz America?

IIL

Prof. Hoss knows Amerien; be
knows the rest of the warld, teo, from
first hand study and mueh travel. Know-
ing the world and being a student of his-
tory as well us a professor of sociclogy he
secs In this country and its constaut de-
\'Flrrpmmt and progress the evolution of
the sort of demoeracy that mmst eventn
ally save the world from at least the chief
of the evils that now heset it. It would
be difficult to name a single book that
would serve better to introduce the newly
arrived immipgrant to the mnstitutions and
#pimit of the United States, one that could
be read with more interest and profit by
the Ameriean with ten generafions of
Yankee ancestors behind them.

Having absorbed Prof. Ross's jueid ex-
position of the American spirit and its
aehievements thus far, one muy approach
with justifishle optimism the diseussion
of the basic problem at the moment un-
sulved, that of the betterment of agrieul-
tural conditions, as ser forth by the
president of the Mossaehusetts Agrieul-
tural College, Dr. Kenyon 1. Butterfield,
in The Farmer and the New Day. Not
that Dr. Butterfield himsell is iu the loast
pessimistie, but one eannot read his book
withont gmining a new and rather stag-
gering impression of the mmgnitude und
complexity of the whole farm problem as
this amply qualified expert sees it.

The great majority of Ameriean
farmers amre not to-day securing from
their labor a reward whieh they eonsider
farr to themselves or which students of
socinl seience eonsider satisfactory from
the standpoint of minimum requirements
for a decent living, says Dr. Butterfield
The farmer i not betting his share of the
eonsumer’s dollar; tenant farming with a
host of evils in its train 15 on the n-
erease; worst of all, with the retirement
of the old time farmer and the ineoming
of the new tenant type, such fundamentsal
institutions as the rural school and the
rural church are becoming less efficient
than formerly in many parts of the
eountry.

The war has given many farmers a new
point of view. In hundreds of comum-
nities and in us many different ways
movements for the restoration of farm-
ing to the dignity of a profession and the
organization of farmers into efficient
cooperative units are under way. Some-
what of these and of the plans that wise
leaders of agriculture believe will further
advanee the interests of the farmer and
of the nation are told in this book, the
main theme and purpose of which is to
voice the need of a national sgricultural
policy, defined and adhered to, if our
land is to econtioue to feed our people
with the produets of our own soil.
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IV.

True, there are sucecessful farmers,
many of them; that they are the exeep-
tions merely proves that the majority are
not gwake to the possibilitis of their
eraft. John R. MeMabon was commis-
sioned by an agricultural journal of na-
tional cirrnlation to find the best farmer
in ench State and write the story of his
success. Sixteen of these stories are
included in his book, How These Farm-
ars Succeeded. — The territory covered
siretehes from Muaine to Oklahoma; the
turms deseribed range from W. .J. Burtis's
10 Kansas acres that he farms “top
and bottom” and eanses to yield fifty
bushels of wheat to the acre, to the Whit-
ing family’s almost baronial estate of
14,000 peres in Towa.

We think of truelors und power oper-
ated farms as being peeuliarly Western;
here is Arthur H. Sagendorph operating
1000 rocky Massachusetts hillside acres
entirely by machinery. We are told the
fertility of Eastern furm lands bas van-
ished; Jared Van Wagenen earns a big
ineome from a New York State farm that
his family has tilled for 119 years!
After reading of these und the others in
the book one is convineed that soeeesstul

hmngupomblennvwbem,tbeonly

being the combination Of  Leeeye——

unflagring industry and trained intell:
genee, with a modieum of eapital.
Awmerican farmers probably sverage

higher in native intelligenee tham the
farmers of any otber part of the world:
the main bandieap to sueecessful farming
is the meager training the ordinary eoun-
try school affords for the development of
that intellience. Testimony is unani-
mous s to the deploxable condition of
most of eur country sehools. That this
condition is one that ecan be remedied
without resort either to State or national
piaternalism and without inereased ex-
pense to the taxpavers has been demon-
struted beyond cavil in the rural school
at Porter, Missouri, the story of which is
told hy Miss Fvelyn Dewey, danginer of

Prof. John Dewey of Columbia, in New
Sehools f-rf Old.
Mrs. Marie Turner Harvey went fo

Porter as teacher of the distriet sehool
She found the sehool, m it physieal con-
dition, the morale of the pupils and of the
community and its academic standards
Just about as bad a8 any one conld nuagine
an mstitution to be und still call itself o
It wus typaeal of the 10,000 rural
sehiwols 1in Missourni, the 200,000 one room
vountry sebools in the United States.

The story of the regeneration of the
Porter sehool, and through the sehool the
regeuerntion of the whole distriet and the
wstablishment of u new and fipe commun-
ity spirit is one of those rare recitals of
fuct that read like romanee. Given the
eonditions ns they were and the reslt
Mrs. Harvey actually achieved as a goal
to be resched, it would be a brave prophet
who would even admit that it could he
done. It wos done. It ean be done any-
where that & man or woman with the
cournge, the ability and the eommon sense
of Mrs. Harvey will nudertake it.

sehool.

V.

Nor is the farmer the only American
elnss in which the community spirit needs
to be aronsed if e members are to ap-
preciate fully their place in the genernl
scheme and their true relation to the re
muinder of the population, The httle
town, the country village to which the
farmer eomes to trade and whieh, in turn,
trades with the bigger city, has a plaes
and o funetiun all its own, and a multi-
plieity of problems that have been largely
overlooked in the disenssion of hoth urban
and rural guestions. The firtle town is
neither eity nor country. At the Uni-
versity of Wiseonsin the social students
have coined the word “rurban” to deseribe
thus community link between the farmer
and the ultimate market for his produet,
so Harlan Paul Douglass tells us in his
hook, The Little Town.

The trouble with the little town is that
it apes the manners of the eity, looks down
upon the farmer npen whom its very
existence depends and yel has no eivie
pride of ite own. Its voung folk grow up
contemptuous of their environment and

loek to the big vities as fast as they reach
maturity. Mr. Douglass bas analvzed and
sel down the spirit of the little town and
an estimale of its possibilities, illustrated
with examples of hitle towns that have
made something of themselves, not 2= a
theorist dealing with superficial symp-
toms but out of an intimate personal
kuowledge of many little towns, guined
in the serviee of the Ameriean Misawonary
Society,
VI.

Where, then, in Amenes must one sck
to find the Perfeet State? In the eities?
Not so, if one is to befieve the array of
more or less famous students of munieipal
government who have eolluborated with
Fdwanrd A. Fitzpatnick i the writmg of
Esrperts m City Government; the expert
in almost every line of human activity is
still all too little consulted by municipal
managements, all of these agree. We
would bave better governed, more livable
eities if they were. This utilization ef ex-
peri assistance to the Lmit ix one of the
five eardinal points for which the National
Muniipal League is working, as deseribed
by its seeretary, Chnton Rogers Wood-
raff, in 4 New Mwwicipal Program. Ab-
solnte Joenl self-government, safeguard-
ing of the city’s public property rights in
fand, removal of all harriers to the ex-
pression of the popular will and the plae-
g and fixing of wfficial responsibility are
the other four. How these may best be
sehieved, and how they have been achieved
in many eities make up a valuable refer-
enece treatise for students of public affairs.

After reading of our national she#t-
comings ss already outlined, one wonders
whether the title of Democracy in Recon-
struction ought not to read The Recon-
struction of Democracy. Its authors,
Dr. Joseph Sebafer and Frederiek A.
Cleveland, do not think so, however. They
share Prof. Ross’s faith in Ameriea and
Ameriean institutions, and while their
balky volume lists an imposing array of
defieiencies I our soeial structure and
organization, all are in fields in which
mueh earnest, intelligent remedial work
is alreadv being done.
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