A Fine

I THERE was such a thing as a Liter-
ary Cross for War Books we should
take the greatest pleasure in pinning

" it on Raymond 8, Tompkins for his work

called The Story of the Rainbow Division.
We must assume that Mr. Tompkins was
a member of the division, for it is diffienlt
to imagine & man writing the
story he tells here unless ag the

experionce; yel the
noun is used only once,
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rags, does not rouse either his ire or his
sanse of the pathetie. To him it was a
piece of the bardships of war, to be en-
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dured as best one might and looked baek.

upon fn a spirit of fine tolerance.
When the Rainbow Division was formed

many different colored hat cords on the
eampaign hata.” He tells how the division
went abroad in October and lived in wet
and mud through the training period until
the middle of February, 1918, when the
Rainbow began to gel ils experience of
war in the trenches of the Luneville sector,
whieh had a reputation for being “quiet.”

Owing to n tacit kind of arrangement
between the Germans and the French the

only signs of war in that sector were the

German trenches. JIn faet, it was so
peaceful that one group of German pri-
vates had a habit of eoming out in front
of their trenches and washing their clothes
in 8 water filled shell hole in No Man's
Land. This got on the nerves of some
Alabama infantrymen, who opened fire on
them, with the result that the Germans
fled to their trenches and Luneville sector
forthwith ceased to be quiet, After be-
ing rebuked by a French officer one of the
doughboys remarked: “What the hell?
I eame out here to kill these Boches, not
to sit here and watch "em wash elothes.”
On Mareh 5 the Rainbow had its first
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fight; on March 0 it made
March 17 two offieers and fifty men
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But that was only a temporary respite
from hiking. Until November 20 it rested
at Brandeville, being equipped with new
uniforms the while and getting its trans-
port into shape for the advance into Ger-
many. For, a5 we read: “The German
army had planned to march into Paris
wearing brand new spiked helmets. The
Rainbow would mareh into Germany, all
in holiday duda. It had a terrible time
for a while, though, with its new panta
Some muddled quartermaster had sent the
division a lot of clothes built for an army
of fat men, and the stuff had to be sent
back while the division waited.” And as
the division went forward the eountry was
much like New England, muoch like
France, but with this difference:

“This was the other sidé of a world that
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MasrTid J, Hooaw. The author was a
corporal, Company K, of the 165th Inm-
fantry (the Sixty-ninth Regiment, New
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had been divided for four yeams—divided
as though by a great wall so that neither
gide could look over and see what the othor
side was doing. IHere, suddenly, was the
other side, disclosed to view mile by mile,
Exhilaration grew out of this situation.
The foot soldiers felt it. On their backs
were the same heavy packs they had car-
ried on night marches through rain and
mud foward a morning that would bring
a battle—when no prospects stretched
before them but more night marches and
battles, more rain and more mud.
this was bright sunny daylight, and
lay ahead good billets, sound sleep,
leisurely going—and the River Rhine. Sé
were o fine looking bunch as they
swarmed through the valleys and over the
hills—fresh faced, clear eyed, with a pep
instead of a slog to their gait.”

The attitude of the soldiers ns to fra-
ternizing with the German soldiers was
pretty well expressed by “a little black-
eyed soldier with curly black hair and a

curved noge.” He said: “Tell yuh
what I bet about those Goimans. Bet yuh
they’ve been told to try to get in good with
the American Army so people won't be-
Heve these stories about killin“babies and
boinin’ choiches. Well, they gotta do
somethin’ more’'n bow ta get in good with
me. Cap'n says don't frat-nize with 'em
and ¥ amint going’ to see me frat-nizin'.”
THE STORY OF THE RAINBOW DIVI.
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an introduction by Major-Gen. Charles T,
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