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Alds to Understandmg the League of Natlo'ns

.A.n’whn citisen wha takes
E miich inferest in publie affaivs
wants to know something about the obli-
gations which will be imposed upon the
Bmdﬂwuittbosmnunhﬂuth
Treaty of Versailles so that this country
shall bocomo & member of the League of
Nations. He hlso desires clearly to un-
derstand precisely what benefits are ex-
peeted to aecrne to the United States from
m:lpnhon in the proposed ecovenant,

topies are being talked over every-
where that meh' meet in serions conversa-
tion; but wa fedr that dogmatism is the
dtlaf charasteristic of their discussions.
Among the seores of books which have res
eently been published as aids to an under-
standing of the leagwe we note two which
are of speeial value, namely: Present
Problems in Joreign Policy, by David
Jayne Hill, opr former Ambassador to
Germany, and The League of Nations: Its
Principles and Practice, a ocolloction of
papers writlen by sixteen authors of vary-
ing degroes of distinetion and edited by
Btephen Pierce Duggan, professor of edu-
eation in the College of the City of New
York.

I,

Dr. Hill's Present Problems in Foreign
Policy contains the strongest presenta-
tion we have seen of the case against such a
League of Nations as is contemplated by

the Treaty of Verssilles and approved'

and advoealed by President Wilson. His
ob)edmumlhmofum:md
expert in international Jaw. He points
out that the proposed league is nowhere
plodged (o the maintenance of interna-
tional law or to the recognition of the in-
herent rights of States, but it makes the
exercise of power instead of the promo-
tion of m!llng obedience to the law of
nations the main purpose of its existence.
Instead of ereating a law abiding soeiety
of pence loving States it aims to establish

Froup ikl » gratral adocaton, W i

sots up 1nndﬂe system whibh i4 |im
perialistie tn charseter and tlmfpnlﬁa
ble to i gravest and most da us
‘ﬁow ean the United e
asks Dr. Hill, “in the person of a repre-
sentative hppointed by the President, even
if confirmed by the Senate, participdte in
issuing ‘Aets and Charters’ for the gov-
ernment’ of terrifory not owned by the
United Shlu and not subjeet either to
the Coustitution of the United States or
to the laws of Congresst” At the close of
the war, according to Dr. Hill's views, the
‘utum of the world conld have been
by the union of the Entente
Alhu ng an agreement something like
this: |
“Wel.ﬂqmmmu agree t]nh!peuoe

* should be anywhere threatened we will to-

——

gether inguire into the cause of nggres-
sion, and if we find that the law of na-
tions has been anywhere violated we will
by mediation together use our best en-
deavors to avoid strife. If war is begun
we will together econsider what measures
we shonld take in common. And we mu-
tually agree to submit any difference we
may have with one another or with other
mations to a like mediation. To this end
we eonlinue our close association of inti-
mate counsel and we will receive into our
underslanding other governments when
eircimstances render it proper to do so.”

In the view of statesmen like Elihu
Root in this country and James Bryce in
Great Britain, peace can be permanenily
preserved only by extending the seope of
international lsw, recogniring its umi-
wersal application and observing its rules
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By MARION BOWER
and LEON M. LION

The startling announcement in a
Lendon newspaper cf an “agree-
ment’’ between England and China,
which was supposed to be an im-
penetreble diplomatic secret, ruffics
British financial circles and sets in
motion a compelling mystery story
in which an astute old Chinaman
plays a deciding part. $1.60

TIMES BOOK REVIEW: “That
all oo rare literary product, an ab-
sorbing mystery tale carried on by
characterr who et and talk like
#eal people o

Henry Holt 8 Company

in the judicial d on of such
broversies as may Arisd bitween
and nation, Just as individual persons,
throughout tho ecivilized world, Iltvs
learned to resort ‘to courls for the re-
drass of wrongs which they have suffered
nt the hands of other individual persons
instead of indulging in duels or fatal
fends, 8o nations, which aré aggregations
of individual persons, may consent to set-
tlo their disputes by submitting them for
decision to judicial tribunals organized
and maintained for the purpose of ad-
ministering international law and punish-
ing those nalions proved to be guilty of
any flagrant violation thercof.
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The volume edited by Prof. Duggan is
quito different from Dr. David Jayne
Hill's book. It is eyclopsdic in eharacter

and presents different sides of many of:’

the important questions arigsing under the
proposed League of Nations as formu-
lated in (he Treafy of Versailles, The edi-

tor is favorably dupnud toward the:

project. If it necp;npmu a just peace,
he snys, the league is needed to realize
its provisions and build upon them for a
better futnre; “and in tWe-case of an un-
Just peace (he league is the only organ
existing that can possibly remedy the
evila that would result from the eontinued
enforcement of its nnwise provisions”
Aceordingly, Prof. Duggan holds that the
adoption of the league, like the adoption
of the Constitution of the United States,
is a first step toward making the world a
better place to live in. In a chapter on the
historieal background of the league Carl-
ton H. Hayes, professor of history in Co-
Inmbia University, shows that it is & mis-
take to compare it to the Amphietyonie
Cowuncil of aneient Greece, which was an
interurban instead of, an, mtnrnahonq,l or-
ganization and feally was echiefly 'eon-
eerned with the regulation of the oele-
brated oracle at Delphi. The division of
Europe into s number of separate States,
each State representing a nation, was
fivel recognized by monarchs and states-
wen at the end of the Thirty Years' War;
and the practices which such States ob-
served in waging war and making pence
were the origin of modern international
law as expounded by Grotius and his sue-
cessors. Prof. Hayes reviews the various
schemes which have been propounded for
n league of nations to perpetunte pesce
from the time of Henry IV, of France to
the present day; and he attributes their
faﬂmto“tbemmpuouthnthepulm
to them were independent sovereign
States whieh had interests of their own
at varisnee with and superior to the in-
terests of mankind at large” He admits
that the doetrine of nationalism has in-
spired glorious and noble deeds, promoted
popular edueation and stimulated art and
literature; but be deplores its failure to
develop “a eonfederation of all the free
nations of the world for mutual eoopera-
tion and support.” The objection to this
aspiration is that it contemplates a super-
government over all the nations of (he
world—a condition for which mankind
is hardly prepared as yet, und least of all
that portion of mankind embraced within
the citizenship of the United States.
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(Inc of the best papers in Prof. Dug-
gan's volume is that on “Some Essentials
for a League of Peace” by another Co-
lumbia professor, John Basseit Moore,
formerly Assistant S«wmry of State and
one of the ublest of American publicists,
Back of all deviees for the preservation
of peace we must, he thinks, rely upon
the cultivation of a mental attitude among
the people of the world which will lead
men, first of all, to resort to amicable
processes rather than to war when inter-
national differences arise. He evidently
has more confidence in the judicial method
of settling disputes than in any other, but
he says it remains to be dealt with in o
comprebensive and effective way, Unfor-
tunately it has reeeived very little atten-
tion in President Wilsoa's League of Na-
tions.

President A. Lawrence Lowell of Har-
vard University contributes a suggestive
paper, in which he points out the advan-
tages of what he ealls the automatie form
of a leagne of nations. The several Btates
which were members of such a league
wounld upon the occurrence of a specified
emergency be bound to perform the aets
preseribed in the league covenant, sueh,
for example, as to eease intercourse with
an offending Stale, go to the aid of the
member unlawfully attacked or perform
any other obligation which had been
sgreed upon—and this without waiting
for any setion or command from a league

M or other representative hody of
m President Laﬂll thinks thaet

an sutomatio lengue whose eompaet pro-
vided for armed resistance in ease of at-
tack on any one member would certainly
have prevented Germany from plunging
into the great war which bas resulted in
her ruin.

The studious reader will find in Prof.
Duggan's eollection of papers iuforma-
tion and enlightenment on the principal
questions which have arisen concerning
the eovenant of the League of Nations
embodied in the treaty of Versailles.
“Any expectation of

creating immediately
& full fledged league of nations that shall

be a perfect and peérmanent organization

-of the world is doomed to disappoint-

ment.” Bo writes Prof. Raymond Garfleld
Gettell of the chair of political science in
Amberst 00qu in the chapter on the

#Freedom of the Seas” Mankind cannot

be wholly reconstructed out of hand jost
because there has been & great world war,
Bensible reformers will eontent themselves
with little by little. The two books which
are the wubject of this notice, with the
official documents which they contain in
the form of appendices, indiente that any
leagne of matigns, however wisely consti-
tuted, involves difficulties which are nob
adequately appreciated by many of those
who champion the President's covenant
without due ewnsideration,

PRESENT PROBLEMS8 IN FOREIGN
POLICY. By Davip Jayxe Hiuw D,
Appleton & Co.

THE LEAGUE OF NAT]O\TR ITS PRIN-
CIPLES AND PRACTICE. Edited by
Srerury Pierce DUGGAN, Bonton Atlan-
tie lnﬁly Pross,

Unrealism for Chlldren

ITH so many nurseless nurseries
erying aloud to be amused al-
most any collection of juvenile stories is
weleome, and 8o there will be hands to
grasp at The Childrew's Fairy-Land,
translsted and adapted from the fairy
tales of the Countess D'Aulnoy and illus-
trated in silhouette by Harriet Mead Ol-
eott. It is hard to tell whether the small
pitrons will like or resent the grafling
upon these apparcntly new forms of
limba or even whole torsos from the body
of aged fairy lore. In a single story,
sppropriately called The Chestnut Treq,
the motifs and sometimes the exact lan-
guage of such classies as Red Riding
Hood, Hop o' My Thumb and Jack and
the Beanstalk are seized and blended with
a certain degree of skill. We should like
to koow if these romances are modern
ereations or established variations of follk
ideas,

There is a profound allegory lurking in
the humble pages of Mrs. Arthur H. D.
Acland’s book for children, The Queer
Beasts, but the bliss of ignorance may
blind many to its true worth. We showed
it to a light hearted boy the other day
and be scoffed at such silly trash. The

book's appreeintive readers st be lime

ited to a certain more or less unhappy .

class who will find here no phantasy but
the quite inadequate recital of painful ac-
tuality, and they will not be children,
The opening situation of an unsuspecting
Lactory youth who exchanges his job and
small belongiogs for a bandsome eountry
estate is unusual enough to provoke gen-
eral interest, but unfortonately the story's
unfolding is handled with no convincing
art. This is why we say it will not ap-
peal to children. BSuch happenings ns a
mouse changing to an elephant and back
again in violent suceession must be skil-
fully presented exeept to the holder of a
distant sammer place, who has seen lis
prize cow change to a serap of paper
in the ecaretaker's pocket, and blus
blooded herds and droves convertel in the
twinkle of a tenant's eye into the vuigar
feld variety.

THE CHILDREN '8 FAIRY-LAND, Trans-
lated and adapted from the Fairy Tales
of the Countess D'Aulnoy, Illustrated in
rilhouette by Harriet Mead Oleott,
Holt & Co,

THE QUEER BEASTS. By Mas. Arruuvn
H. D. AcLaxp. Henry Holt & Co.
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Three BIG

Robert L. Owen

U. 5. Senator frem Wn.mm#lhl"“m Act,

“Foreign
Exchange”

A lucid explanation
of a subject which
every citizen should
understand — and
very few do,

Price 75c.

'Wh-'u is God
Elmopuan?"

A statesman’s logic
applied to the great
lessons of the war.

Price 60c.

“The Federal”
Reserve Act

The very facts you
bave wanted sbout
the measure that
achieved such extra.
ordinary results dur-
ing the war. Price§1

THE man who keeps his head in the turmoil

of these confusing days gives every citizen
new heart and courage. Such a leader has here
written clearly and intimately of three important
phases of our national progress,
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A NOVEL OF
THE

THE WORLD SHUT OUT

Remember the Italy of before the
war? the dreamy Alban® hills above
Rome?
sunny story in which the author, with
the help of the delightful old avvocato

Torrecella, discovers the Secret of the
ITALIAN HILLS Villa Valdragone and a romance with
a flavor you'll not soon forget.

By NORVAL RICHARDSON $1.60
YCHARLES SCRIBNERS SONS {*:
FIFTH AVE. AT48*ST. NEW YORK

Here it all is in a quaint




