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BOX TO B

Treasury Vaults
Antiquated but
.‘ Not Wanting in
Protection—Offi-
cials More Con-
cerned Over Lack
of Room Than
Questionof Safety

—

of the wealth of the world, as

wealth Is commonly reckoned
in cash and ssocurities, Uncle Sam's
sock has becoms too short.

The nation's strong box, loaded with
gaah to meet the war needs of this
ciuntry and nearly all of the Aliles, has
pecomme filled to bursting. The Treas-
ury vaults, one of the show places in
Washington, have begun to bulge.

Rut with all of thls wealth, or much
of it, lodged In the Treasury In Wash-
wngton and in his keeping Secretary of
the Treasury Carter Olass and John
Burke, Treasurer, are unable, because
of technlcality of appropriation, to
gpend w paltry milllon and a half to
protect, In a modern vault structure
the billlons on billlons now scatteredy
In sixteen vaults and five strong rooms
gll In the Treasary Bullding, and all®
po full that the bulk of securities and
currency cannot be handled.

Not an Insurable Risk.

The Treasury vaults are popularly
regarded as Impregnable, and they are
because of the protection that can be
givéen them, but If the ancient struc-
tures were in any private institution,
any bank, the institution would not be
rmgarded as a mood insurance risk
U'ncle Sam, of course, needs and can
pold o Insurance, but If he could there
i probably not a company in the world
that would grant it

These conditions have, prompted
rreasury officlals to “‘appeal to
‘ongress for an appropriation for

new and modern wvault structure,
The old one, or old ones, all ante-
date the civil war by & great many
veers,. Were they In mny struc-
ture other than the United States
Treasury they would be exceedingly
sneafe. Though officials will not pub-
lelv admit it, some of the places where
the natlon’s wealth Is stored could be
as easily blown as the most antiquated
eountry post office safe. That Is, I
they could be reached. Even a second
B mte yegg would laugh at the job could

he reach any one of the strong rooms.
To reach them, however, §a another |
matter. Tovwey one I8 fully protected |
slectrically. Mo one unknown and
without a pass can enter the Treasury
Bullding. There |s a strong and well |
armed watch foree on duty always
and the Treasury guardroom resembles
an armory. In addition, there are eler-
trical connections everywhere, whlch|
the moment they ure touched bring a
spacin]l armed guard with rifles, and
practically the entife metropolitan
police force of Washington, as well as

the military police to the Treasury.
With the alarm system set a step
near a vilnerable door. the lightest
kind of a blow on a wall, or a touch
on any combination would bring armed
guards a running and have the bulld-
rounded In not much overithe
| three shakes of the well |
known sheep appendage,

Would Aholish Human Equation.
At o result, Treasury officials are

BI’RDE.\'ED as he {8%ith much

proves

pousibly more concerned over the lack
of space In the old wvaults for the
nieney, hords and securities that must
b «4 than they are over safety.
Rit they feel that the Treasury vault
shinild e modern and the safest place

the world under any circumstance,
peesible or npparently impossible, such
fs sudden secession of every guard
ind all of thé: police to the Bolsheviks
of other terrible tribe. In fact, of-
fria would rather leave absolutely
tothing to the human equation, either
collective or individual.

Details of construction, location and
tonditlon of the old vaults have al-
Y& beon regarded ps a Btute secrel.

There are many
ton, oMclals and employees, who know
much about them, but there Is little if

and to kesp the currency and
colnage structure fully protected there

States Treasury proper
of the vaults elther inside or outside
Newspapermen
who know detalls of construction and
location are under pledge not to make

new Treasury
vault modern In every particular s de-

the nation’s $3.000,000,000

It I1s & popular belief that there 18
the Treasury
of the nation's

vaults In the Treasury,

certificutes. currency and other nego-
tiable paper, securities for ¢lroulation

thousands have
ited it, but the popular belief that it
contains millions and even
shining yellow gold and giittering »il-

the very doors and caused the use
In pome exceptionul cases of ordinary
storerooms that are not regarded as
gafe hecause of the great pumber of
employvees who could have access

clous metals of colnnge are otherwise
In fact, It Is not a eecret that
mniuch of it Is out of Washington, and Just how much of this paper there

Is in all of the Treasury vaults, there
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f* not an offeinl who can siate. It
falls to the custody of half a dozén or
mors and s carrietl In many separate
accounts, They would have to be tab-
ulnted, chackesd, and go through many
revisions,

Tha total, however, would be as-
tounding, There ara hilllons in Trens-
ury bonds alone, bonds that have been
retired, bonds not {ssued, bonds turnsd
In for conversion and Londs held for
curtomern. Thers are endless stacks
of Fedoral reserve notes, <f national
bank notes, of Unlted Btates currency,
gold nnd milver oertifcates, bonds held
rgalnst olrovlation, and accepted we-
curities held an collaternl by the Farm
Loan Board, by the War Flnance
Corporation, mnd other paper held
ready for issue,
| It cannot be denled that there I
I‘much gold and wmilver and colne to
great value, but much of the metal
| wealth {8 at sub-treasuries, at United
| Stutes mints and other places.
| What Is known as the Treasury
| vault {s the old "sllver vault'" It ia
| not letting out a secre! to say that it
is in the north court of the Treasury
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TEN MILLION SILVER DOLLARS STACKED ™ BAGS 1n fhe
TREASURY

By JULIA ELSWORTH FORD.
AI; WT two years ago I was iIn|

foeln who has visited that wonderful,
barbaric land with many highly civi-
Uzed inheritors scattered all through
it Japan was llke & bedutiful lyric
poem, Chinu a great eplc poem.

v
When I lieard that Shantung was to :P:J-::h.d'

gels absolute control
first | nomic
hought was: Could 1t be possible that | tconomic control will inevithbly result
Tal-shan ung the viclnity of the Holy | In political domination. )
iln wax included in that treaty? | Is caslly sean that the present Shan-

the tung settlemoent
thelr worshipped Fujlyama | whole province of Shantung, instoad of
4 mere German

" '

irmed over te the control of the
Government through drus-
sopomle  concessions my

indignation of the Jap-

kiven by the Rlg Four to
r her part In the war! It
aAim ]

it o Aind out the truth

Lirist—ta » country which was
110 he China's friend and ally
4 Mmatter of small acoount, not

only to the EBlg Four bdbut to Western
Publin oplning

Japun & Real Menace.

r‘lT‘hr [ollowing letter |s from u young
-Hinegs who g kind enough to an-
“-_'r some of ' questions;
I'ie transfer of all German rights
nd  privileges {n Shantung would
hecessarily mean a complete surrender
; sftuniain to Japuncse con
L Tosubstitute Japan for Germany
&% Dossesaor of rights in this tarritory
It to endanger greatly the weltare of
:' ainese republlie, because Japan
™ much nearer to China than is Ger-
ind because she already clalme a
of influcnce In Manchuria, close
e north of Shaatung province
vir, by the secret agreement be-
lapan and the Government in
' Yhich was slgned Seplember

of v, 10,

tr

My
*
[

CHINA'S HOLY MOUNTAIN

14, 1918, by delegates under Japanese
duress

#hip In the Tal-shan temples, but nr
Mohmnmedans,
this concesslon

From his date, those of France,

= : | among
lipan and China, and T camd lrnllwnyn in Shantung province as well

back with a deep pity and love! as
for Chint which I belleve every one|SInce this sscret sgreement has
| baen declared vold by
il.lm Parls conference the concesslon
|lh(-|'efi-rt‘ remaing In effect, notwith-
its vinlent challenge against
principle of open diplomacy
¥ enunciated by President Wil-

Dynasty, fram which China takes her
remained an emplire for concessions on
Klag-Chau-Tsl-nan are 6,000 steph about 156
remarkable plece of engineering done
by the ancient Chinese. A deep ravine,
rushing water,
and gnaried old cypresses add to the
wonder and beauty of the
frst of the gateways to the old temple,
third of the Gates of Haaven

o keep the Ta-
I wish to-day another wall |
to keep the grabbing
English, French and Jupanes:
.nlr-u burned the libraries
were a lbrary to-day contalning all|
the strenties Imposed on China and u
power to burn them!
In the following

rights of Shantung, which
| the termas of her agreement with |

standing China, had no legal ability

reached it It seemed the top; but after
we passed through it another sscent
slored .the Ubraries,
of offering sacrifices at

thy Chinese in Shantung?
winding path to the temple at the very
Huge Trade In Drags,
views in all China:
Here Confucius was born, NHved
His descendant,
| Puke of Kung, still livea in Chu-fou
and has heen mble to forbid a foreign |

word I have every reason

- . "
of Kino-Chau, | who told me that

Shih Mwang-ti, ("'hincse Napoleron,

thirty-five miles from Tsi-nan-fo, the a single town
l-shan, One or two articles in | capital of Shantung.
we aald that It was not in-|the
the deal, but for the most | world,
iestlon was not touched many years before Christ ax we have
Turning over the Holy Land lved since, and the annual pligrimage
Usins—sncrwd slnce 2,000 years be- | still
t Marah, and as many as 10,000 people

have made the ascent daily.
There were no hotels for us in Tal-
shan-fu, 8o that we had to arrange with

Most of the pilarims mount on foot, |

saw Chinsse women
with thelr small deformed fest wearily
dragging themselves up the steps
saw luxurious

Japan's
Pligrims worshipped on It as »

Ila the finest In China. Tt is In & park

A8 oppnTressElve, ns

Ing the resting place of the great Con
To quote W. W, Willoughby. formeriy

taught loyalty, faithfulness American legal adviser to the Chinese

8 emperors and members of
their court, who worshipped and sac-

Hon at the end of my sentence Is all
that Is needed,

The temples are filled
the emperors
The largest tomple
is dedicated to Yu-huang, Taclst Em-
Another was bullt
to honor the memory of Confuclus and
contains a copy of the famous Image
of China's greatest
At the top, near the cliff from
which religious fanatics used to throw
themselves in such numbers that the
bBad to guard
with a high wall, is a stone monumaent
with the Inscription, “This marks the
where Confuclus stood
of the world below."
Confucius, Menclus and Lao-tze wero
all born during the Chou Dynasty, the |

presents  from

Aftor breakfast | v pouy dynasties.

us very comfortubly.
on the weranda with
we wers prepared to ascend the moun-
Chalr bearers wers
carry us up and bhack In a day
chalr 1s unlike any other chalr used in
It is pecular to Tal-shan. One |
man walks In front ard one bohind.
They, have a strong strap

also the burisl plaoce
the son of the famous aemperor whi
Great Wall—and who
embrojderad on

peror of the SBky.

on thase of military officers,

try In the form of military supplics or
through Japancse parcels.
Inlwivouns Lrallic wlone i 16 Raovwn 1At
milllons of dollars have hesn recelved
by the Japanese in Shantung™

To quote from Thomirs F. Miliard's
“Democracy And The Eastern

friends for the
lomuts ana statesmen.

And what Is Jupan's point of view?
Jnpan doutileas feels that China‘s n-
depondence of Western nations ls de-
sirable for the seourity of both Japan

unlforms of their dip-

grim. Each of our chuirs had four
meén, so that they might be relleved
The men In the Bhantung disteict are
larger than the men In southern Chin,
Our powerful head gulde was 6 feet
inches tall, and, though speaking al-
most no English, was qulck to under-
stand and most kindly and courteous
Strange to may. the chalr bearers an
not of the maliglon of thoas who wor-

France, whom she sees not contented
China, Iasting from 1122 with what they had befure the war—
Kobe harbor to Tsingtao, from which

point of vantage, usalsted by the Jap-

LOST BY SHANTUNG DEAL

Chinese Napoleon Although China has | aness controlled rallway to Tsi-nan-
not been thelr enemy but thelr ally.|fu. It 1s smuggled through Bhantung |
they are both quite willing, In return | into Shanghal and the Yangtse val-|
ley, . . Through Tsingtaoc mor-
wn or already over It, to give Japan. | phia s showered over Shantung prov-
ince . When Chinese po-
lice rald the morphin shaps wlong tho |
Tei-nan-fu rallway In Shantung, as|

they have a-right to do, for the traf

fia is lllegal, Japaness gendarmerio!
Shantung.” | rescue the arreated and exact
“She means to be most gen-
What shall she
Her actions in Manchuria
Her present treatment of | inspection of parcels In the Japanose |
| post ofMces In China §s permitied to |

a fine
from them, not from the guilty be It
understood, but from those who nt-
tempt to uphold the law No

the China cust 8 service

Articla 3 in the Agreemsent of August
8, 1815, provides that any goods landed
In Taingtao under ‘certificates of gov-
1.000 Chinesaa had| ernment’ shall be free from customs
In | examination, The way has thus been
| opened not anly for the Megal import

of oplum, but of contraband in arms
by which the bandits o

Ing the praceful peasants of the most
sacred pravinee of Chilnn

|
i The HBlack Story of Oplam,

It |8 not only land and self determi-

to the Chinese peo- | nation that foreigners have taken from
In violatlon of Chinese liw many
tons of copper currency of the com- |
cash | British Tndie and now morphia from
collscted and exported
salt administration

{China. That s bad enough Hut

through the introduction of oplim from

to| Japan they have Pretty nearly sub-
has | merged her physically and morally
rp\'hn"ﬂhll British  Indian oplum was early |
and worse than all, tons of morphine

forced on China by the Briush Gov-
arnment. In 1838 China determined to
itbolish the traMe. Oplum was selaed
and 20,201 chests destrayed A vear

Hone Kone wne

at Britaln and $21.000,000

Vb oie o

ceded to

for oplum that the Chinese had de-
ktroyed In their offarts nt self-defaned
nguinst the vilest of weapons. What

landod oplum on her coast? And vet
becauss oplum was a profitable Goy-
ernment monopoly Britain wus within

SBhantung
provinee are provided with the menns
of hurrying and looting and murder-

Bullding, or rather under the north
court. It covers conslderable of the
court area, and when It was bulit was
considered the lacgest and safest In
the world, It I8 a huge masonTy
structure, reenforced with steal, and
has been strengthened since its com-
pletion in the early 308 of the last
century. As long ws thirty-five yeara
ago It was necessary to bulld supports
for the roof. which was sagging from
the great welght, While atill one of
the largest vaunits In the world the
old structure (3 no longer regurded as
the safest. It is far from present day
vault construction.,

Even Approaches Secret.

It Is this vault that {8 popularly
known as the “Treasury vault” There
wos a tlme when It contalned prac-
tically all of the silver held by the
Government and nearly all of the gold
That, however, was before the United
States hecame possessor of more than
$3,000,000,000 In gold, which is the
greater part of the entire world sup-
ply.

For generations the wvault wams the
Mecca of visitors, who felt that they
never had scen the sights until they
had been In the Treasury and visited
the great vault, Chosen ones, with an
officinl ar guide, have bheen handed
sacks uf gold eagles, or packages of
$25,000 In bills, ngeregating a milllon
*r more, to hold, and they thrilled at
the experience, They were led to the
vault through the only passsageway,
ir.u-] there were few who knew any-
| thing except the general location.
| Other visitors have seen the lessor
| vaults, but in general the locations of
| these lesser vaults are not known. An-

URSTING

Technicality of Ap-
propriation Blocks
Plans for a Mod-
ern Structure—
$3.000.000.000
in Gold Is Small
[tem Comparedto
Paper Securities

| the Register of the Treasury, and still
another for the Director of ths Mint,
and for other ofMalal agencies, and In
additlen many for the Treasiurer of the
United Statea. All of them are filled
and many If not all would not be
safo in any bullding except, perhapms
the Treasury, Its great granite walls
are as heavy as those of a fortifica-
tion.

There have been many rumors of ate
temple to tonnel under thém, but
these have always been without
foundation. There was a sensational
| rumor once of an attempt from the old
| Beventeenth street sewer, a greal oul-
vert that ran not so far away, but
this was without foundation, Any
such attempt, ofMficlals can show, could
not be successful even If It was well
directed and developed from expert
and exact knowledge. No approsch
could be made without an alarm.

Many Falae Alarms,

An indlieator set-in the office of the
captain of the watch, alwayas nt-
tended, would mive the exact polnt of
approach bofore the danger was great
There have been many false alarma
but these were all duo to the mistakes
of officials. A time lock signal set too
late or too early, or & motion to opena
vault by an ofMcial swho absent mind-
edly forgot to close the signals or
forestall an alarm when he was per-
forming routine, has brought out the
whole watch force and the Washing-
ton police. There have been times,
too, when atmospheric or selamie con-
ditlona have caused alarm.

Great care is taken to avold any
false alarm bhcause of ths effect on
morale. There was a time o few years
ago when some hidden diffculty in the
complicated electric signal apparatus
brought many alarms. As a conse-
quence pollee reserves and the guards
did not jump to their positions with
the necessary enthusinsm. They were
inclined to leave the cribbage game
slowly with a cursa at “that darn
thing gone ¢razy agnin™

The new vault, plans for which have
been sketched, will occupy all of the
north court of the Treasury Bullding.
It will be an enormous structure, proof
hgoinst any attack or any natural
catastrophe. It will afford space for
many years of growth. A detatled
estimate has been presented to Con-
gress with a request for an appropria-
tion, for, with all {ts funds, the Treas-
ury cannot spend A& cent unless au-
thorlzed by Congrese. It s axiomatic
that o dollar turned back to the Treas-
sury can never be released, but must

pronches to them have been kept me-

vret from all but trusted emplovees |

of the Treasury They are not all
under ground but are in different sec-
| tions of the bullding, There Is & vault
| for the Comptroller of the Currenc ¥

be appropristed. This s responsible
for many claims against the Govern-
ment. Once a dollar ts covered into
the Treasury, whether it belongs there
or not, it cannot be broght out until
Congress makes un appropriantion.

for the Division of Loans and Cur-
ney. one for the Natlonal Bank Te-
:.'u mptlon Agency, another for the
Farm Loan Board, another for the
" Finance Corporation.

othar for

The full detnils of the new vault
probably will be guarded as n State
secret, as are those of the old ones,
but a partial detalled description may
Sa given out in time

* ("hinese, whom she was supposed
to be gulding as a friend, with a drug
| which she condemned and prohibited
|..Inur1|.': her own people.

The Shanghal opium combine was
making recontly $22.000,000 Per Annum
Importing from Britdsh India, where
the Government for growth of oplum,
and torno other purpose, loaned money
Without Interest. The well Known ten
Years contruct apparently concluded
the Importation of Indin's opium Into
China in Apri), 18017, But the Shan-
ghal oplum combine had somehow
$20.000.000 worth of opium on hand
The Chinese vice-president s mald to
have been bribed for £5,000, 000 The
Chinese Government, poor as it v
had to buy it, presumably for medlel-

=

Elven to China that In the winter of
1918 she burned {t. Rut now the Jnp-
nese, following the example of Eng

in Coren and Formoean and are impos-

Ing It on Ching In the shape of mor-
phine, the effects of which nre evien |
| more deadly Actording to Thomas
F, Millard: “Mer profits from it in

|ZT".I' were $5,400,0

nal purposes Greate credit must be |

land in Indls, are busy growing .-p]-:m:

| China to enter the war, telling her of
the great advantage It would be to her
they were secretly planning and agroes
1Im-: to control and exploit more of her
territory.
Why was Shantung, one of the rich-
est provineges In China, with net profita
| in 1912 of $300,000.000 u ¥ * from her
rallroads, ylelded to Japan? Was it in
order that Englind might presently
have further control over Sz huen
with a population of 65,000,0002 Ox
1111!17 she might exploit Thibet, whoso

| “u'Inomy, st nrranged betwean
| Britaiine and China, I1s doubtless the

| opening for British kindness, as in
| Egypt and Pervia? And what a

Frunuve's share of the

|  Amerien  has  bben only
friend. Our record In the Far Eas
I well nigh Irrepronchable Bhall wa

play her false pnow?

President  Wilson  admits  himselt
thiat he does not ke the Bhantung
awdrd und looks to Japan to right it

| Does he infer this from Japan's ac-
| thor in the past He looks to the
| 1. of Nntlons to bring nboul re-

M f Japan should not voluntarily
o 80, When

ind they huve | consider that the
Increased enormously during the war,” | powerful parties in  the eUgUe AP
We nate that oplum has never been | Great Brituin ar rince, who have
Imported into England « 1. Why | treaties with  Jupir oW chn they
hins It been forced om ( ? Farm | foree Japan to evacunts stolen terels
|"'Tiu= ENT  Or to ruln the people, to | tory unless they return tereitory they
erslave them, to muike them .';:".;-‘.._-.«‘ huva glole themselves (Mherwlza
| ageinst interference nnl oppression” | Japan will prefer th Keej
| as Englund and France w

ftere the Boxers Organined.

| It was In Shantung that the orgarn.
|izing of the Boxers took place The

had to be pald, 36,000,000 of whilch was | Mede

would England do if another u..tlnnl-;_-,'. noo

stolen pomtessior

Ralfour's Strange Oversight,

dofeat of Corea by Japan, with othiay Aithough Lord Balfour assured Pare
acts of aggrossion by forelgn Powers tament during the -.\‘.: that Amerion
ind the grauting of rillroad copcss-| "':r“”“:"’ of all weciet treatiea
| stons, was what stirred anti-foreign | ‘ mong the Allles it now .1I:- TR thaa
feeling, nnd It was most intense i w must have forgotten the troatios
| Bhinntung 18 purpose was to expe with Japan conicerndng Chunn.  Hardly
ill forelgners from China and to el Ur treatment of the Unitod ,-‘n'.»- in
| rid of their Influenee. The tmovemant | FotuIn tor War . haln I
| wns pr mpted By n urion of high oot Pears o hay n ishong
I.nr'. ttive  oficluls th rate high handed K b
e lnns It was a4 movement vl | i ¥ t A |
lones th [} ' w n fr hi 1t
Five hundred vears ago the Chines "l I a bl f t been
| used succossfully, to expel or subdus | forced to tri
|t Mongols, a difry 1 nethod . ‘\1 Millard EEns 1
hod called “The Groip Sy \ Cul X nging a
em" To-day this system, by whie nmn fLiw [ Na
each man pledges nine others, ten Gty rant ' t treaty
groups of ten a ke 4 group of Tust write 4 olnuse into the
n hundred, ten of those ta moke o 1 Frs el nder which
| thousand, &e.. s belng organised, f tt I"nites) = \ t % .
commercial and soclal  boveott his | thke 1t i of ¥
which Chinese students and mer- 0 me 1 1o that
chanta, who Insist that the Ju | vher s i un and
twenty-one  demands b i e it \ BU
The movement |s sprending nnd threat the Unlte Stntes | } H teit
| en v be vsirWALOmIng, I @t mat | of T 4 v Al aln
diverted Lo serve the Interests of po- |t 0 0f nre wlllan As it now
al factlons A 1 ething for
While China s trying to heip her Fr ‘ W ng."
self what are we doing to help hor? Chinn snd her European .
What shall be given he g Chinese studints are roading
men At T | mgrerm When ! shylock
| France and Eungland wirselves they may well think of Fur 1 je.
Some of her own and vights | manding for Japan, and even more for
which had been stolen from  her? | themsclves. the p f flos and

& year or two systematically plying Alaa, while the AlMes were m-‘mb-ln.n Iifte blood of & nation
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