IN BRICK CHURCH

jces for Late President of
. R. T. Will Be Held
To-morrow.

MANY CON DOLENCES SENT

Buecessor Not Yet Considered,
fays Counsel for Com-
pany.

uneral of “Theodars P. Bhonts,
mma[:-d yesterdany morning, will be
$eid In the Brick Preshyterian Churoh,
Fifth avenus and "l‘hlrty»-l:ulnth streat,
femorrow afternoon at 4 o'clock.

All service on the Interborough lines,
of which Mr, Shonts was president, will
pe haited for ono minute at the hour of
the funaral out of respect to him,

pr. Georgo Hownard Duffield, pastor of
he First Presbyterinn Church, wiil con-
duet the ervices in the absence of Dr.
william Plerson Merrill of the Brick
Church, who 18 on vacation. The inter-
pont will be in Woodlawn Cemaotery,
whers Mr, Bhonts's mother is burled.

Boores ©f telegrams and lotters of

dolence were recelved yesterday at

r, Bhonts's late residence, 830 Park
pvenue  James L. Quackenbush, gen-

eounscel of the Interborough, said

tarday that it was tos soOm (o =AYy

what plana are being made for the ap-
polntmant of Mr. Shonte's successor.

TACKLED SUBWAY
AND PANAMA TASKS

jn Each Case Shonts Solved
. Difficult Problems.

Prom tha late Edition of Sunday’s Bom,
The two greutest achlovemaents in the
of Theodore Perry Bhonts, preai-

ant of the Interborough Rapld

and afMiiated transportation
have been his organisation of
work upon the Panama Canal during
President TRoosevelt's Administration,
which paved the way for the succesaful
gompletion of the project, and his de-
wiopment of the New York subway
psema under a plan by which the
mutlelpality becomes a partnar in the
bullding and operation of Its rallways.

. .

Herculean Tasks Completed.

Bath of thesa jobs constituted her-
pdlean tnsks, but in  each cass Mr.
Ehonts tackled his problems boldly and
puncesafully, Both at Panama and in
New York Mr. Shonts brought order out
of chaos and left his work In such
phape that his successors would be able
to carry it on.

Mr, ®honis was selected to head the
poond Isthmian Canal Commisslon in
1008 ufter the firat commission had falled
to ghow eatisfactory results. President
ficosevelt was convinced that a good
raliroad man was peeded for the work,
ard Paul Morton, then SBecrstary of the
Nary, suggested Mr., Shonws. At the
President’'s request William Howard
Taft, then Secretary of War, wrote gev-
gral prominent businesa men stating that
Mr. Ehonts was being considered for the
repoanible post and asking thelr opinion
upin Lis qualifications. All of the re-
ples mmired Mr. Taft that Mr. Shonts
was “Just the man far the job."

Awondlngly President Roosevelt wired
¥r, Bonts offering him the poaltion and
s eommunication was delivered in
Mureh, 1508, when Mr, Bhonts was cruls-
o the West Indies am guest of Mr.
Morton on  the Dolphin, the ofMelal
pehit of the Secretary of the Navy,

Mr., Bhonts was surprised. He sald
4t the time that he knew very Ilittla
oyt Panama] but he recognized the
pnwdness of tha President in seleoting
L fllroad man to head the commission,
fer he consldered the blg problem to be
transportation—the moving of exca-
viled matorial from the cut to the spill
banke—the moving of sand, rock, ce-
ment and lron to the points for the lo-
atlyn of the locks along the routs
¢ knew that the condition ut the
time wus chaotie; that Mer, Taft had
mid of the first commission that It had
nt “so developed Itself into an execu-
tive hody ma to give hope that it might
be uned cessfully as an {nstrument
far carryl on the lmmensa exscutive
burden Involved In the construction of
the cunal ™

The acceptance of the President's of-
fer meant material sacrifice, but he con-
slered It his patriotic duly to accept
provided he might recelve full author-
Ity, for he felt that by no other means
oould syccess be attalned.

A tew duys later Mr. Shaonts gave his
aniwer o the Preaident personally In
the White Houmss.

"Mr. President,” he sald, *I have an
Uea that when you Jeaen the condithns
under which I wm willlng to becoms
chslrman of the Isthmian Canal Com-
mission you may withdraw your offer.
With & body composed of so many dif-
ferent members with diversified dutles
that dro likely to conflict on occasion,
there is bound to be friction so long
s responsibllity 1s divided. I should
not care to mccept the chalrmanship
of this commisalon, therefore, unless it
12 understood that I am to have abso-
lits authority as to both men and
Ineasures n the work of the construction
of the canal—subject to yotur approval,
of course.”

Prealdent Roosevelt's response was to
open the doors of the chamber In which
they wers conversing, invite several
Dewspaper men who were waltlng to
#%¢ hlm to enter, and to say, “Gentle-
men, allow me t{o introduce to you the
cialrman of the Isthminn Commibssion,
Wio 8 10 have absolute control of the
soustruction of the Panama Canal

With hls wide acguaintance among
Tulrosd men Mr, Shonts was able to
Pick to nid him In his task a wealth
of talent and genius, Becauss of the
fnen that te picked the second canal
tmmisdion  bhecame known a8 the
“Rallmoad Men's Commisslon.™
0f the greatest results of the

il

Ehonts rule at Punams was the eliml-
Raton of yollow fever and the cuttimg
6l the death rute, In which he was aided
by Col, Willlam €. Gorgas, later Sur-
Eron-Lienvral of the United Btates Army

Althe

gl throughout the length and

breadth uf the United States the ery was
§OInE up to “set the dirt fiying” Mr,
Bhortn 1 belleved that bafore set-
Ung the Iying be should make the
Ithmus ¢ able to the persons who
Wwere 10 work there,

No Learo of Greek l'nylho!ouy ever
Boed n more perplexing ‘task. There
¥&me 10 aystoms of watarworks, of
Bwernge or of drainage on the entire
Isthinus at the time. The pecple de-
Pended for thelr watsr largely upon

Unprotectod clsterna flled during the
finy season and on barvels supplled
from nearby sireams, all of which were

Aing places for mosquitoen. In de=-
Seribing conditions aa he found them
Mr. Bhonts wrote “The flth of ages
bad wecumulated nreund the dwellinge
&84 In the streets, undisturbed except
m;: washed away by torrential storme.

L

Health Constdored Wirst.
oM Shonte daclured
e dirt Ay" under suoh

be oriminal s “

spite eriticlam he adhered

mination to render the Irthmus habitable
befors beginnlng to dig rather than
briug workmen thers (o die.

AL Wr lnstance and under dlrection
n? Col. Gorgas the work of cleaning up
the Isthmus began. Panama, Colon and
the towns, villages and labor camps In
the Canal Zone were fumigated over and
over again. They were fumigated houss
by houss and later villages and towna
at a Ume. Thirty-ive hundred men
worked uncoasingly at this task, and as
A result yellow fever was extirpated th
less than four months, after which 1t
nover returnsd.

The success of this sanitary mcoom-
plikhment s besat shown by a compari-
son of the death rate under the French
regime and later under the commission
hended by Mr, Shonta. In August, 1582,
the wsecond year of French occoupancy,
with a force of nineteen hundred men,
the deAth rate was 111 a thousand. In
August, 1905, with a force of 13000
men, there were omly elght deaths, or
two-thirds of & man a*thousand.

The establishment of a howpital sys-
tem, Including Iarge hospitals at Colon
and Panama and a number of smaller
hbapitals along the line of the Canal
was snother of Mr. Shonts's accom-
plishments,

Prosldent Rooovelt In a spocial mes

nage to Congres:. laudedl this work and
sald of the accomplishments of the
Shonta regime: “The results have been
astounding. The conditlons as regards
flckness and the death rate compare
favorably with reasonably healthy le-
celities In the United States'
Another featurs of hls canal work was
the conversion of the City of Panama,
which hand been without pavement, sew-
ers or water supply, into the best paved,
the bhest watered and the best sewered
elty In Central Amerioa.

This was accomplished largely by the
construction of a groat reservoir and
the Installation of an up to date fire de-
partment, which on two occaslons saved
the city from destruction,

Another great resorvolr was cone
ntructed at Coloh, with a capaclty of
G0R.000,000 gallons. Tha main street of
Colon wus paved and the surfaces of
the other streets ralsed. Dyring all of
this work gbservance of the sanitary
laws was rigidly snforesd, Wheanever
an employée of the commission was dis-
covered with too high a tgmperature he
was compelled to go to the hoapital
whether he wanted Lo or
¥For the triumph of sclénce over dis-
eass on the Isthmus Mr., Bhonts gave
full credit to Col. Gorgas; nevertheless
without his own support and ths re-
sources that he waus able to put at the
disposal of that army officer the effort
to clean the place up would have been
a fallure, It was his determination to
make the place healthful at all custs
that really brought the Improvement
about
Praction Snuris Solved.

It was his remarkable suocess with
the problem on the Isthmus that caused
Mr. Bhonts to be picked by Thomuas F,
Ryan and other traction heada in Now
York for the task of unravelllng the
snarls in the tranalt eystems and Jde-
veloping the present elaborate system of
Interborough subwiys,

Agnin Paul Morton played an Im-
portant part in Mr, Shonta's life drama.
Mr. Morton was then president of the
Bquitable Life Assurance Boclety, and
after a conference with the traction
heads he went to Washington to asee
the head of the Canal Commiasion,

“I'hoy want you up In New York,"
he sald.

“Who wants me™ asked Shonts

“The men who control the New York
traction interests.™

“What do they want me to do?"

“There Is a desperate trpction prob-
lem up there,” Mr. Morton fold him. "It
|s the biggest transportation proposition
in the world. It ls & man’s job, and the
traction owners want somebody big
enough to coordinale the whole situa-
tion.* -

“l ean't touch It now,” Mr, Bhonts
declared ; 1 haven't finished the work 1
startéd to do in Panama., Besides, 1
would not undertake the New York posl-
tion unless [ were glven absolule au-
thority.”

“It Is because you demanded auto-
<ratic power in Panama that they want
you,” Mr. Morton replied. *“The trac-
tlon people In New York have been
watching the things you have done
down thers.”

Mr. Bhonts was firm in his refusal "1
promised to stay wilh the canal untll the
work was belng carried forward In all
departmerts under full headway,” he
sald, “so I don't see how I can go up to
New York™

“We'll walt for you,” was Mr. Mor-
ton's promise; and walt the traction
heads dild until Mr, Bhonts was fully
satisfled that work on the canal had
been launched mo well, that the Intricate
system hod been so perfectly organized,
the pestilenca so completely overcomse
that It was perfectiy safe for him to
guit ths job and entrust its continuance
to other able handa

Then in 1§07 he became gresident of
the Interlocking companies controlling
thg bulk of the city’s traction lines at a
salary of $100,000 per year. Ha wns al-
ready a man of wealth, however, having
made his fortuns in his earlier rallway
enterprises.

In undertaking this task Mr. Shonts
again frankly admitied that he was em-
burking upon a strange course. I know
nothing about ths New York transporta-
tion system,” he sald to an Interviewer.
“When I get there and get & chance to
look things over I'l be able to talk.™
Although his experlende with steam rall-
roads had been broad, he had never been
conpected with a city rallway system In
uny capacity whatever. The traction
heads took him on his demonstrated
abllity as an sxecutive, §nancler and en-
Elneer.

Studies Problems First.

Mr. Shonts set out at first to study
his new job. He went down Into the
subway, where 700,000 peopls were fight-
Ing to ride on & railroad bullt to accom-
modate 400,000, He explored the undar®
ground lines, after which he travelled
all over the routes of the alevated and
surface lines, Me also put a corps of
his own Investigators to work to look
the proposition over and report to him
on the Immediate and future noeds of
the system.

Mr. Shonts faced critielsm and ridl-
cule from thoss who expected Immediate
tangible results The fArst few montha
ware very trylng Indesd, with the publin
clamoring for better accommodations,
the cars packed.and the rurface lines
benkrupt. But the former canal bullder
daid not give up.

His flret work was to centralize the
organization of the Interborough-Metro-
politan organigation and its various sub-

to ths deter-

freely,

of the warlous
bben tugging In opponite directions in
the past, the jJarring, discordant ele-
ments, wenl into the serap heap.

Hes wans opposed by ocertaln directors

who favored the men thal he was elimi-
nating, and things cama to a erisis when
some of them Intimated that he would
resign before he would be abls to over-
come thelr interanta. But In the strug-
gle that followed thess directors resigned
and Mr., Shonts remalned supremes ruler
of the traction lines, From that time
he had wielded undisputed authority.
It was hin autocratio ruls that en-
abled Mr, Bhonta to accomplish so much
with the city rallways In so short a time,
That enabled him to svolve out of ths
old chnotic organization a traction sys-
tem which has drawn the attention of
the whole rallroad world to New York.

Legnal Laxuriea Abolished,

Among the luxuries abolished by Mr,
Bhonts was & ocostly legal staff. On
hearing that ons prominent lawyar was
recelving $35,000 per year mand $600 nd-
ditional for every day of court work he
sent for him and was Informed hy the
:st:'rmr that he oould mot work for

“I dom’t want you to,” mald Mr.
Shonta; “I am dispenslng with your
sarvices antirely.”

From his office on the twelft'h floor
of ths bullding at 165 Broadway Mr,
Bhonts dlrectsd the work of enlarging
the subways and other transit systema
to meet the ever (ncreasing demand,
and engineered a plan which would per-
mit still further developmant as time
went on. He revolutionizea the algnal
aystem on the city's rallroads in order
that a larger number of cars and tralna
might be operated safely upon the same
tracks. By this means he made It pos-
slbla for the express tralns la the saob-
way to operate In rush hours within a
minute and a half apart. Many a time
his fnnovations have preveunted seriogs
accidents,

Mr. Shonts was always an untiring
worker. His hours of business ran far
into the morning In times of atresa
With blg problems an hand he could not
bo induced to rest untll ha had hattled
with them and completely overcome
them, He spocialized In the difficulties
and the creative work, leaving the rou-
tine to subordinates,

The relations between Mr. Shonts and
his employess have bsan most amicable,
Whils there was a strike about two
years ago, his employees have genarally
exprossed perfect satisfaction with his
Arrangementa. W. Leon Pepperman,
formerly of the Canal Commission, and
associated with Mr. Shonts In the Inter-
berough, declarsd to & representative of
Tue EBun that one of Mr. Shonts's
greatest accomplishments had been his
humanizing of the system. The Interest
that he has taken in his employoes 18
evidenced In the organization of the
welfare department. At the time of
thelr strike Nhis train and car workers
broke away from the American Federn-
tlon of Labor and set up n union of
their own, and Mr. Shonts approved
thelr aotlon in so doing.

His views on the capital and labor
problem are met forth fairly In mn ad-
dress that he dellvered some time ago,
in which he declared that both workers
and employera In rallroad strikes should
conslder the interests and safety of the
public before thelr own- wants or
grievances +

He sugpested the thres [following
principles for guldance of both capital
and labor in all disturbances:

“That In any conflict between the
officers and meon of a publie servics cor-
poration the rightas of the public are
paramount,

*There can be no permanentibenefit In
the triumph of elther capital or labor
in such & conflict If the struggle leaves
soars and wounds or bad blood. Tnleas
good will based on justice and right is
restgred and wmade permanent the
strugigle Is a loss for all,

“Nothing must be done to Impalr any
of the fundamental righta belonging to
any man to work-—or not to work-—for

conditions satisfactory to himself."

HMis Advire to Unlons.

Speaking of unlonlam he sald, “If
unionism is to succead It must do so by
promoting the prosperity nol only aof the
men, but of the companies for and with
which the men work."

During the war many of Mr, Shonts's
employecs want overseas with the army
and navy, and many of his technleal
workers obtalned commlsalons, All
found their joba walting on thele re-
turn.

Muaking both ends meet has baen ones
of hiz blg problems, and he has had &
a severe struggle to continue the de-
velopment and operation of the rallways
in apite of ths ever increasing cost of
things and the opposition of public sen-
timent to any Increase of face.

Speaking of the extravagance of
Government operated rallroads he sald
that whers It is posaible to make up
all deficits by taxation the Incentive to
economize ls naturally eliminated snd
axtravagance lnevitable.

Mr. Bhonts belloved In educating the
publlo regarding the transportation prob-
lem, and for thg purpose of presenting
his side of the@eternal tractlon argu~
ment caused the publication of those
three peapers, The Sudway Bun, The
Elevated Egpress and The Greem Car
Traveler,

Through the medium of these papers
he caused the various eritics of the sye-
tem to be publicly answered. He on-
lightened the passengers regarding the
Increaning cowt of coaml and other nes
cessities of opecation. He explained cer-
tain diMeulties that unthinking passen-
gera had never belore realimed.

Thesa papers also at times contalned
bits of ndvice on street car courtesy, for
sir. Shonts™ belleved that politensss
should be exercised in the subway as
well a8 in more elaboratle surroundings
He urged patience with his workers, and
vigorously rebuked the erunka wheo criti-
cised the costumes of the conductoretiss,

Heo also boosted the Liberty and Vie-
tory Loans, and many worthy drives
through these papers

Called Greatest Decd.

Anked what he thought to Be Mr.
Bhonts's greatest; accomplishmemt with
the New York Rallway system, Mr. Pep-
perman aald: "1 bellave that his greatest
nocomplishment here was the bringing
about of partnership betwen the mumets
pal government and private oapltal,
There are greal future possiblliities n
this plan”

Mr, Shonts was born In Crawford
ecounty, Pennsylvania, on May 6, 1854,
son of Dr. Henry Danlels and Margaret
Nevina Shonts, Both parents traced

sldlary companier He swung the axe

thelr American ancestry back to the
e ——
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and one after anotlier the Heads
departments that had

During his boyhood he moved with
his parents to Appancoss county, lowa.
Fle recelved the degrea of buczolor of
arts at Monmouth College In 1874, After
| graduation he became an accountunt
and in a short time wam employed by
[hll‘ﬂﬂhl banks to standardise and sim-
plify thelr systems of bookkeeping. He
took up the study of law and practised
| for meveral yeurs st Centerville, Ia,
where he became associated with Gen
Drake, who had large financial and rall-
road Interests, and who placed much of
the work of management and construos
tion In his hands
Ho had a part in the construction of
the [owa Central Rallroad, and after-
ward bullt the Miwwour!, Jowa and Ne-
braska Rallroad, of which he was the
(‘oﬂliollllm owner. WIith assoolates he
obtalned control of the Toledoy 8t Loula
and Western Rallroad and rehabilitated
it He was president of this line, the
Chicago & Alton, Minneapolls & BL
Loula and several other companles, and
director of many more before he tackled
the two blggest problems of his life:
tha canal and the New York subways
Mr. Bhonts wan a momber of the
Matropolitan, Unlon Langus, Recess and

daughter of Gen. Drake, who became
Governor of Town, and she was marrisd
to Mr. Bhonts during the period of his
associntlons with her father In his fArst
days of rallrosnd management

He In survived by two dnughters, one
of whom is the Duchess Emmanue! deo
Chaulnes, ‘I'ha other daughter s Mra.
Marguerite Blnghnm, wife of Rutharfurd
Bingham, son of Gen, Theodore A.
Bingham.

INTERNED GERMANS ARRIVE,
Brought Mere ¥From Panoma for
Deportation Thursday.

Teon German subjects who hava been
interned In Panama since the Isthmian
republic’s declaration of war in 1917

arrived yesterday on the Panama liner

Advancs, They were sont to Ellls Island,
where they will remain until the trans-
port Pocahontas aalls Thursday, when
they will join 1,200 of thelr compatriots
who are belng returned to the father-
land by the United States Government.

Included In the Panamanian contingent
weare Alfred Santx, former Gorman Con-

_

of Washington,
Chicago.
Mra. €honts was befors hor marringe

Hleepy Hollow Country Cluba of New
York, the Metropolltan and Chevy Chase
the Chicage Club of

sul nt Paname;, Dr, Bmst Hoffman, &
physielan who has realded on the Isth-
mus sitnce 1008, and Eugens Woods,
professor of mathematles in the Na-
tionnl Institute of Panama since 1907.

UARDIA WON'T

TAKE LEGION ORFICR

His Political Candidacy Bars
Him, He Writes B. Mandel
Post,

URGES CURTIS TO FIGHT

Says Rival Should Contest Re-
jection by the Board of
Eleetions.

Represantative Tiorello H. La Guardia,
Republlean ecandldate for President of
the Board of Aldermen, has refussd (o
acoept the vice-presidency of the B
Mandel Post of the American Legion be-
cause he does not balleve that the legion,
It it Is to amconieve ita full usefulness,

should parmit anything to be done which
might give the Impression that the or-
Eanization Is to Become associated with
partisan politics.

“I am certain” sald Mr, La Guardia
In A statement yesterday, “that my eom-
rades of the post will understand my
stand and ths spirit which prompts mo
to decline the honor eonferred upon me
by the post, T any ons famillar with
the idesls and policles of the leglon the
roasons prompting my declinatlon must
bo npparent. There can e no mingling
of the American Leglon with partisan
politlies. I am a candlda®e  for publle
offica and 1 feel that it lu Impossible Cor
ma to accept any office, honorary or
otherwise, In the American Leglon,

“Tho posaibilities of the leglon nre tres
mendous, and nothing, no matter how
small, should be done to let tha people
Belleve.that this body of war veterans ls
allied In any way with partisan polities,
1 want to keep abmolutely pure and spot-
less the nume of the Ame:ioan Lagion.

“1 shall never take advantage of my
military record or impose upon the af-
fegtion of my former comrades, nor
should any ona else. I am henrtily in
favor of the* atiltude ndopted by the
New TYork oounty organization.of the
legion abwolutely forbldding oandidates
for public oMee from holding offics Ip
the legion, or mambership on any stand-
Ing committes,"

Reprosentative La  Guardia, return-

Ing yesterday from Washington, maid
ho was “startied” (o nole
Board of Elections had rejected Lhé pes
titlon of Thomas Curlla for President
of the Board of Aldermen. Mr La
Guardin thought that In justice to his
backing Mr, FCurtla should give battle
to the ruling.

“It Ia Indeed a pity that the labor or=

an thelr candigdate at a convention are
to lowa him,” he sald. "I personally
hope that Mr. Curtls will have all the
opportunity possible to present hils caune
to the voters of this city, reallzing, hows=
ever, that his running will make my
campalgning mors  arduous, In the
wpirit of fale play, I bellove that all men
should have the opportunity to register
thelr choles In the seléction of men for
publie office, '

“Mr, Curtls ghould mseéa (this
through. e not alone owes It to hims
Belf,
gtood by and signed his petition. He
should hnva the courgge of his convie-
tions, and If necesanry fling Mto the face
tof the Governor his job with the Indus-
trinl Commiarion of this Btate and stand
up for the thing he started, namely, the
defeat of Tammany Hall"™

Mr, La Quardia sald it was *Indesd
Interasting™ that Mr
was thrown out aftar Tammany Hall
had tesued a statement professing ap=

Curtls aguinst Mr. Moran.

L/

or with whomsoever he will and under|
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