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Consciousness's Stream Through "The Tunnel"
Dorothy M. Kidiaidson is

WHEN she is cxrellent; but
nhen she-i- s not, which is very, very often,

she is bewildering. The Tunnel is the

fourth volume in a series called Pil-

grimage, which apparently designs to be

the subjective rendering of Miriam Hen-

derson's life. The book, taken conven-

tionally as a novel, starts nowhere and
ends nowhere. To imagine it one must get
out to some smoothly flowing stream and
arbitrarily take a hundred yards of "still
water" as a model. But tiiere is some-

thing so tantalizingly attractive about it
that it may not be dismissed as a tour de
force in composition. First of all it is an
intellectual stimulant. One must read
with extreme care to extract the genuine
values that run deep.

The book is not so much the history o

a human being as it is the meticulous ren-

dering of a woman's mind. What Miriam
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Henderson thinks bat counts, not what
she dot-s- ; for the length of a novel the
reader must follow this sometimes intri-

cate, sometimes obvious, rendering of
Miriam's mental moods. The book shifts
and fluctuates as to action. But the steady
stream of consciousness of the woman who

i3 living this life never falters. Some of

her moods arc obscure (perhaps this is the
fault of tho reviewer) and some positions
seem unreal, it goes on and on, a
river of the mind. One feels that Miss

Richardson too can go on forever, adding
volume after volume to this series, and
so take Miriam Henderson to the grave
before she reaches the logical end of the
theme.

It is not necessary to read the volumes

which The Tunnel in order
properly to take up the thread of action.
There is no action, in that sense. Each
book i3 like a slice cut anywhere out of a
woman's life. One slice Is as good as an- -

Leonard Merrick
The new edition of fiction, $1.75 per volume, now includes:

Conrad in Quest of His Youth;
The Actor-Manage- r; Cynthia;

The Position of Peggy Harper;
The Man Who Understood Women; and

While Paris Laughed

The New York Times says: More even than the wit and the irony, the sparkle
which is as gay and as French as champagne, the exquisite style and unfailing
deftness of plot, it is his extraordinary ability to make even the least important
of his characters real human beings, that renders his stories so very exceptional.
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fwJp-- fascinatingly tells a good
tnat k impossible to

--T. put it down unfinished. The
jm. New York Times says: "It

is thoughtful story . . .
specially concerned with the
higher education and its re-

lations with .industrial prob-
lems and the evolution of
new America . . . The

author shows keen sense of story value. ... It must be
gladly welcomed to the army of books . . . His criticism de-

serves attention and will undoubtedly receive it, since it is informed,
constructive and aspirant of the best."

In addition to the conflict of social problems In IKON CITY, there are the
nassionato and spiritual struggles of finely portrayed men women that make

this boot one lor wnicn ine koyiow says we may wen De

grateful." Wo unhesitatingly recommend M. H. Hedges' novel

to the large audience w York book-buye- rs who really

annretlate ntcratnrei" $1.75 105D West 40th St.

By the author of "Slippy McGee?'

A WOMAN NAMED SMITH
by MARIE CONWAY OEMLER

DELIGHTFUL new novel of the South. We wouldA recommend it to our beat friend. It has rattling
good plot with fascinating mystery, haunted house and
two-hand- ed love story. It has likable and memorable people.
It is full of good-nature- d laughter and human feeling. The at-

mosphere is as clean and stimulating as cool, clear day in Oc-

tober. And it is all told in way that is posjtively irresistible.
The New York World says: "The whole 'book is refresh-
ment"; and every review the publishers have seen say read
"A Woman Named Smith." (A Century book. At all book

Price $1.60.)
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Vol. III. Letty; His House in.Order. $2.50
Previously issued:

Vol. I-- The Second Mrs.Tanqueray;TheNotorious Mrs.Ebbsmith
Vol.II. The Gay Lord Quex; Iris. Per Volume, $2.50

"This edition is one which all readers must have who take an Intelligent interest
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otlm. It is so tail bfc. There is no b1

giioting, no end, only the everlasting
of the unwearying mind as it

observe?, deliberates and draws its con-

clusions conclusions that are but a start-

ing point to further ratiocinations on tho
morrow. Miriam Henderson's life in itself
is not especially interesting, if we except
certain detaehed moments and episodes

none of these too clearly put. But this
docs not matter. Whether it is Miriam
Henderson or another is not to the point.
The entire value and obvious scheme of
The Tunnel is to project the human mind

upon paper in such a. way that the reader
may receive the impression of an actual
person. It is like sitting down and look-

ing into a human brain, watching its
curious mechanism and understanding its
unending revolutions.

This fourth volume of Pilgrimage finds

Miriam Henderson living in a lodging
home upon one pound a week. She is pri-

vate secretary to a dentist, and a vivid

picture of the rigorous routine of a den-

tist's office is presenter! through her atti-

tude toward her work. She has few
friends, bnt enough to serve her as means

of Mag and the German
woman, Jan, are living figures, but tbey
never overshadow Miriam. She is first of
all in the book; indeed, she is the book.
Miriam calls on friends, works steadily,
learns to ride tho bicycle, is plainly inter-
ested in a dentist, Hancock, and finally
makes up her mind to become a writer.
Dozens of small episodes serve her a3
means of presenting her moods. One can
hardly call them moods, for the most yart.
They are cerebral ructions; what she
thinks aut this and that; how a certain
thing affects her; a series of mental' pho-

tographs, pome of them rather opaque, but
most of them stimulating.

It would be dangerous to call The Tun-

nel a novel written in tbe imagist style, for
hardness and clarity are not too often ap-

parent. But the work is an attempt de-

liberately to convey, with surprising com-

pleteness, the history of a stream of con-

sciousness. It is a subjective theme offered
in an objective manner. The novelist
never intrudes, not for a single moment;
there aro no conclusions drawn. Even
Miriam never does that fqr the reader.
One must catch this" mind on the wing and
adjust one's own conclusions to it. Whether

"this is worth while or not will rest entirely
with tho individual reader. Miriam her-

self is not worth any excessive intellectual
ardor, but the reader may be moved to
find certain answers to the great questions
of life in the convolutions of her mind.

Miss Richardson has set out to perform
a surprising feat, and from all appear-
ances she has succeeded. That her method
of composition will bo widely popular is
to be doubted. Rather wilLit appeal to
other writers, to thoso earnest persons who
love a superabundance of intellectual dis-

tinction in their mental food. The average
reader will get through the book for a hun-

dred pages or so, if he is really ambitious,
aud then put it down with a blank look
and feebly wonder what it's all about Ab,
dear reader, it is all about you; it is all
about tho ptoplc you know. But even tills
will not impress itself any too strongly
upon the reader. He will look for a story
and find no story, ne will look for a
coherent unfolding of a character and find
no such thing. It will not occur to him
that liTe- - is no story as we understand
stories, or that no real character ever co-

herently unfolds. These are things that
Miss Richardson has sensed and tried to
intimate.

The fifth addition to this scries, called

Interim, is already running serially in
The Utile Review. Whether it will be
followed by another i3 unknown. Cer-

tainly the title is suggestive and leaves

room for something to follow.
Mi. Richardson's ability to project

her character and to present Miriam's
stream of consciousness, giving a sense of
actuality, lifts The Tunnel above a mere

ambitious attempt. The reader, al-

though he may not understand, never
doubts the truthfulness of Miriam Hender-

son's mind. He feels a living personality.
It is this realization, that makes those who
do read Miss Richardson take her quite
seriously. H. S. G.

THE TUNNEL. Br Doeotut M. BiciiiUB-so.- w

Alfred A. Knopf.

important book by Take Jonescu,AN - Rumania's foremost statesman,

leader of the Conservative party and

Minister, is announced by Stokes

for fall publication. It is a book full of
interest and information about Rumanian

affairs of the present and immediate past
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soluit charm,'
says the N. Y.
World of

LITTLE MISS
BY-THE-D- AY

' By LUCILLE VAN SLYKE

"An original, fresh and charm-
ing story of an extraordinary
little person," lays the Hartford
Courant of Mrs. Van Sly Ice's

heroine whe, after a girlhood
spent in the country, returns to
her childhood home in Brooklyn
to lift tbe debt) from the crum-
bling old home.

RAINBOW
VALLEY

By L. M. MONTGOMERY

Author of "Anne ofGreen Gables,"
etc.

"These are real children and
real men and women," says the
Philadelphia Press, and adds,
"The story is singularly and
particularly appealing."

LO, AND
BEHOLD YE!

By SEUMUS MacMANUS

"These tales glow with Irish
humor, wink genially with Irish
shrewdness, exhibit naive cre-
dulity, roar with laughter."
N. Y. Tim:s.

The ROMANCE
of AIRCRAFT

By LAURENCE Y. SMITH .

For those who want a com-
plete, vivid story of aviation
from its beginning through the
recent transatlantic flights rath-
er than a technical account of
tome particular phase of the
subject.

LOVE LETTERS
of BILL to M ABLE

By EDWARD STREETER

All the letters from the inde-

fatigable Bill to his sweetheart,
comprising " Dere M a b 1 e , "
"Thats Me All Over, Mable."
and "Same Old Bill, Eh Mable."

STOKES, Publisher
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Booth Taskington
Which Tarlrfngton do you like

best the Tarkington of "Pen-rod- ,"

or of "The Magnificent
Ambersons"? The new Tarking-
ton book is a story as typical as
"Penrod," of a boy who grows up
into a manhood as typical of
American life and manners as
"The Magnificent Ambersons."

At all bookstores, net, $1.50.

"A picturesque
novel
as happily toned
as an Italian
September day,
says ihe Chicago Tribune of

The World
Shut Out
By Norcal Richardson $1.60

ftS(HAlIS SCRffiNERS SOKS

jHnHjPEXTSIKErhRK

BOOKS BOUGHT

HIMEBAUGH BROVWEl
471 flFTr vc-- rOBO 1


