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More Boomed Against Than Booming in

___‘-;—-‘__-“:

the Oil Fields of Texasf

Venturing . Into Wichita Falls Without
a Silk Shirt and Into the Ranger Dis-
trict Minus Rubber Boots, the Fortune
Seeker Feels He Has Nobody but Him-

‘By HINTOR GILMORE.
FTER & month spent in an at- | advantageously, I now fesl sure, ba

selftoBlame for Emerging Millionless
A témpt to establish the proverb- oau::d lruldd-b Information is greatly

era and occasionally exploited in

ial fortune from the comven- the ofl balt.

tionhal whoe string, I Mave emerged | gor (natdhios, I might have over-
from the oll flelds of Texas with the | heard this driller talking In his sleep.
shos string considarably frayed, the | He might have sald something about
fortuné unrealized and a distinot feel- the geological outlook on some partio-
ing that 1 have besn more boomed

ular well, Armed with this informa-
tion and ropriately dressed In a
against than booming. o .
Now that 1t is All over, I am willing

silk shirt I oould have olroulatea
uletly among & fow observant shoe-

to mdmit that it was probably my own - 4

fauit, for | went into the Burkburnett

stringera at the oll stook exchange and

by adroit use of my sure fire tip I TREET
distriot without & sl shirt and into | think I might have :nnntpuluad mput- * NE €
the Ranger fleld without a palr of | tare in & way that would have nettsd SCE b
rubber boots. These omisslons were | me o certaln profit. But 1 dldn't think RANGER .

nlone sufMicient to prevent me from
succeading.

A =llk ®hirt |s the ®ine qua non, the

of the sohame until It was entirely too
Inte,

moedus opernndl and the vade mecum
of oll prosperity In the disiriot cen-
tring about Wichita Falls, which (s the
mecen of the shoe string adventurers,
o gov into Wichita Falls without &
silic shirt s a breach of etiquette. To
come out minus a sllk shirt Is not a
serious matter, on the theory doubtiess
thatl to get out with any kind of shirt
1s dommendabl But to go in without
cne in to brand oneself as the sheer-
est tenderfool and one need expect
little cansideration from the aleaginous
olitht If garbed In the madras of the
millioniens,
A Bad Siart,

From the very moment of my antry
Into the oll belt I was persona non
grata. Hotels wouldn't let me register,
reftauranis wouldn't take time to feed
me and even the newsboys hesitated
to offer thelr wares In my presohce,
deterred largely, I am led to belleve,
because the sllken shean of the select

Demand Toslde Information..

The oll boomers desire Inside infors
mation. They are constantly looking

as wall as | dld the Pennsylvania | the black aheep of the cline famlily, ia

for underground tips,

WO to speak.
Anil

There are a groat many other forina- | A low place where oll wouldn't be dis-

Above all they dote on geology.

post themselves on geclogy.
in my armor. 1
nend of geology In my whole life.
tant. 1 was wrong.
man must be an amateur geologiat.
logieal formations. These

ferent geologionl
tremely hald to pronounce. There {8

right hers it may be wall to advise
those who are thinking of going to
Texas to make & million in A month to
Lgnot-
ance of that subject wus another fault
never had falt the |t

am Interested in phenology and gool-
ofY, but geclogy never seemed Impor-
Geology 18 every-
thing In the oll flelds and every ol

The whole State of Texas has been
charted by meologists and maps cAn
be bought showing the different geo-
Are very
pretily mapa, but the names of the dif- | "Passed through the black line forma-
structures are ex-

tions of varlous sizes and colars. They i covered for anything. One of the bast
make a very Imposing map, but they |outdoor pastimes In Texas s to go
are very difficult to speak of In publio. | out In an automobile at $8 an hour
That s Just one of the geological | mnd hunt anticlines

matters the shoestringer must mns- Thera are domens of professional
ter. Another |5 the quebtion of strata | geologiets In Texas who hunt antl-
rough Which an oll well s drilled. | clines for $100 a day and all ammuni-
1| Bafors going to Texas I Imagined that | tlon furnished, Any company desiring
| they ®imply drilled a hole In the |to cateh an anticline olive and bring
ground and let it go at that. On the | it Into Wichlta Falls and tame It can
contrary, a drfller finds more scenery | hire one of these geolowists and ne-
on the way down than the average | complish the desired rosult In a couple
tourist does on a transcontinental | of days, The professional geologlst s
Journey. Bvery day brings a4 new  a man of wisdom, He proves it by
shale or a new line or porsibly a new | Investing In ofl welis only on yery
sand. The driller usually sends post- | rare occonsions,

cards to his friends In Tulsa saying! Thus far the geologists have not
definitely statod just where the oil

)@l @)elieiieiallsl sleliDlel Biiell

tion to-day. Having a good

Wish you were with me*

time. | roally originatad. As a result of thr|r|

allence several

shirting was not apparent in my outfit-

theories are abroad.

ting.

Perhaps 1 should modify this stats.
ment. The hotels did permit me to
tegister. They have Ilarge registers
and  welocoma the addition of new
names, but they dldn't provide me with
a4 room. At one time I came rather
closa to getting a room, because A
clerk told me that as soon as one of

ieHesl®lelinliel(@)elI®IIe)

TOWN S
are LIKE

OoLD
MINING

Better Versed Now in Haberdashery, Right Handed Gugh.
ers, Lingo of Amateur Geologists, Ways. of Brokers
When They Outnumber Investors 16 to 1 and
Hotels Where You Register but Get No
Room, He Is Eager to Try It Again

One {8 that the ol Is the exudation of
great marses of vegetation away back
in the earboniferous era.  Others
¢laim that the oll comes from great
schools of fish Imprisoned In ages past
by some great cataclysm. After look-
ing over the oll fleld and observing the

dous amount of ol! Ia going to wun.i

ships, The man who plans to put p
In real life an oll well ia shortly hcr-’

the name for half of the capital sy
nesssd to a pipe lne, but on a blus |of a company firet bathes hin soy)
print the ]\l‘tclbuﬂ potroleum spouts | rapturons muste, drinks divinely "
Into the skyline with an utter dlsre- | the Inepiring springs of poetry,
gard of the price of masolens A cane of the nearost

All ofl men are natural artists and | and then goos into o

nos

haa

thoy eoon leArn to draw an ol derrick |daring which the name suddenty bl

mﬁih:mrf:!:l%mw:y‘z ihno'::'::.dm:-? w!.ti: the oll flowing gracefully and upon him. t’T“th :.mr.' hroathes .

reot. bountifully over the top of the rig. It |mance, |-'|r-ni.nrln, dividends, sllk ahing

The geologioal map s Just one of the | gets to be d habit In a little while, | —everything that a shovstringer hay
wall decorations to be scen In the of-| this thing of drawing derricks, Tlnn'd«r.
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THE MAIN STREET

wn WICHITA FALLS

the nine men oocupylng oots in the
Indlea’ parlor of the hotel made his
departure 1 waa sevenith on the Ust In
line for the cot. 1 was only fa Wichita
Talls fer two wesks and [ never got
quite within speaking distance of the ||t'a there and 1 soon
cat. But 1 registerod almost avery day. | nounce it.
While 1 wan walting for my shoe
siring o become noplllion T spent my
Wlle hours In registering at various
hoteds,

a8 nlce, zg-maggy pink patch of go|f|A|| Some of these strata are as hard to
ogy which they oall tho Fennsylvania | pronounce ns the formations,
formation. How a Pennsylvania for-

mation happened to be away down
there was idways a puzzle to me, but

I soon
learned of one they call the Smithwick
shale, and T did practically all of my |
conversational drilling in that layer, |
Cecanionally 1 slipped down a little
further and driiléd verbally in the |
Marble Falls formation, but 1'dld my
| best work in the Bmithwick shale, I
talked About that particular shale so
much whel T was In Texas that T be-
Ean to have a great personal admira-

learned to pro-
But as soon an I got out
| of the Pennsylvanin pini T was totally
ignorant again 1 could only diseiiss
leases In the Pennaylvanin formation
and that undoubtedly cut down my
In tims I found a ploasant cot In & | chances to succeed. A discouruged
tent on the outskirts of the town, which | farmer from Iowa wanted (o give mo

I leased under fairly convenlent clif-|a Jense for transportation back to Des
cumstances. I was permitied to ocoupy | Molnes, but I eouldn't take it beeayss
the cot up to T o'clock ench morning, | 1 suddonly discovered to my profound
when 1 vacated to make room for | dismay that the lease crept over into
driller who, belng very plutaeratle, | g dark green geologleal formation that
demanded rest immadlately after re- | 1 gouldn't speel or pronounce

turning from a night shift in the an Perminn u New Formatlon

Held.
After 1 flnd boeen around Wichity

1t hos ocourred to me since leaving
ine district that T could have made  Falls for a while 1 added another for
profitable nss of the faet that 1 ylapt [Mmation to my fund of geology. This
in the same cot &8 a driller from the | Waa an irreguiar yollow arrangement
ofl Meld. Buch proximity 1o inslde in. [ Which T belleve they called the Per-

f-‘mm copld have been bhandieg | mian, but I mever liked the Permlan
b

.“4-” --

| tion for Mr. Smithwick, and although
I never mot hign I am silll very giad |
| to have the opportunity now and then |
(1o say a good word for his shale, |

There are other lHitle geological fnrl5|
thiat the prospective petroleum pluto-
cret  abould learn before going m.

| Texan, It is well, for example. 1o have | TRAFFIC

& strong fondness for an anticline and _JAM
1 be able to speak disreapectfully of | im RANGER ,
a syncline, An antcline, as far as 1| TEX.

| have been alde to learn, is A hump of |
a hiil beneath which the oll ia wup-
posed to lurk, and = rynclm‘ being

i

flees of the oll compan!+s, There (8 also | average 011 hunter when he goes 'Imol' Golden Cyole, Thrirt a CThiaf,
the inevitable map of the Burkburneit | o telephone both to eall up his bank | Eureka, Waurlka, Wewa jesn Are
digtrict or the Ranger feld, depending | by long distance ldles away the delay | actunl names of actusl weils [h Texaa
vupon the location In which one hap- | by drawing oll derricks on the wall of |and serve to lllustrate the surge of
pens to be shoestringing at the time. | the telephone booth, | emotion that must engulf the soul of
Although the oll fleld mapa are not ns Ome 0dd thing about these oll maps | the shoestringor an Lie gages for Lhe
attractive to some as the geological |la that the gushers are all spouting | irst time upof the vers re of m
| maps, the latter belng highly colored | in the same direction, I asked a large loll exchange bulletin board )
| and looking llke the cut-out dolly sec«| number of hotel clerks why the oil Bince coming awsy (rom Texas |
| tlon of the Sunday newspaper, I pre- | alway’ spouts over Lthe right hand | have been giving considern ought N
for the ofl fleld atlas, #lde o the well, but they oould not |to compounding & name for nn oll
Buch a mnap Is literally filled with | axplal, 1t The only possible reason (company, and 1 have gons it the *
ofl derricks and most of the wells are | that 1 can see s that there must bae |J-r1- In a thoroughly pr !
spotting oll. Looking at one of these | a strong wind from the west which |devising a formula wh w B
blue prints, one feels that a tremen-| blows the oil in an easterly direction, | produce a miost fascinng )
l recipe calls for one part | o
1 two puarte riuce horse, n 1
private yacht: sweeter mall
i lump of shaving cream, adil 1 WAt
| sub-divialons to taste, and t op A i
'lrnism in i, Iiring t an o B
-ln ball and allow it to y Ina
.'TM‘!L eloset, and vou wi name
| that wiil stand out 1k« anited
Eusher on a lonely ant
I
“Dps'"" There Too
Drilling for oll i»
many waye of collsctine
|In the oll felds I &
conclusion by the fact "
!ﬁr‘up;\-u[ out of th L
lenbugh to remove oft tad
[ tully, the relatively aprie
lously important sum the .
lI11n!|'|t- linlng of my s L
cont as | wd lixter el
Ill\l A curbstone 1 »
| Falls explainad how to gl
rioh In Texan, T 4Ldn't miiss noney
Ilqn'll tha rurh had
| mucceadsd {n cony ing wat 1
| was on the threshold of ¥ -""]
'-:;l]mrfunllg It wuas hen -
triad to buy some of the allsisd
ol atock that 1 di v e (. !
Cne of the mu xayn b
get rich In T i n Lroke
A broher In of | \ oAt
who paya §75 o m e
in the rear of n siat-
lishment and do the
sirmiiwiiniTw " sidewalk and In the hots
here are 3,000 broke Al
| Falls alone, but [t seems t H'-“I’ E
- — _— _..r\"iﬂllll' that theme are o ':
thousand This can be & I
In this connection I heard a very sad [the singular fact that an et 18
story of a young man from Ohlo WhO | ihros timos as busy ms the avemss
went to Texas to gel'rioh. e cap- man, With so many br work
tured a ferocioBs young anticline, in & relatively sms ‘ v
{tormed an oll company and put his lmm'v s ‘;“ .r.;u'l‘-.u the tp
stock on the market. Everything |, ,!“; “'\:_, thar®
went along  splendidly  untl some r‘"f' “"I ¥ I". P £ art
critieal Texan discoverad that the li‘.n;!:\cl.nhl‘ ‘ll" all ihel
kushers on  the Ohloan's oll map e ””“l_':' 1 » n B
kuahed to the left instead of the right. spiit “hr‘ L " "
| The public would not have anything usual for a commissl e
|to do with a left handed oll well and |"”' g &S Mmany ot -
| the company falled | This means that the s &
I hrokers to one investor » <ol
There's Much in & Name, | ratio that mikes ths ' o
Next in imp '-I'.d’liﬁ‘l" to a silk shirt, | 10 ONe esem oM mat A ‘..:‘
a guod anticline and & bunch of right | comparison. Nothlig i ]
handed blus print m;shrrhmo ssaen- | than to sde sixtecn -/
tial element In the formation of an |And down Ohlo street I g
|oll eompany 18 A good name. The more inn the trall of & | .',1
one seex of the rhythmie, fanciful | Investor haan't & cba
titles now in use In Texas the stranger  circumetances A~
it seems that Mr. Rockefeller could Brokers nre .
have pucceeded with a company | option | o
named the Standard. The men who | fastened upor
name the llars And the summer re- | can he sold n »
|m'-|'ln could take primary lessons from I;.-M, te a place in th
thiess Texns oll men on the subject of ‘1o a seat In 4 restauran "
beautiful nomenciature ' One of the monst "
Gll companiss are not to be chrie
tened hastily, like children or battle- Continued on Seventh [l
L]




