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Dr. Hamilton's Career
Replete With Incidents

World Famous Alienist Knew Many
Noted Persons Was Deciding Fac-

tor in Numerous Celebrated Cases.

'T""HB Ufo of Dr. Allan McLane
I Hamilton, who died on Novem

ber 24 in his seventy-secon- d

year, was ono that brought him Into
Intltnato contact with many lands and
many of the famous personages of' the
world. A grandson on tho paternal
sldo of tho great Alexander Hamilton
and on the maternal side of that Louis
McLano who had Washington Irving
as his Secretary .of Legation when ho
was serving tho nation as Ambassador
to tho Court of St James's during
President Jackson's Administration,
Allan McLano Hamilton's early youth
was one of exceptional opportunities.

As a boy of sixteen he mot Lincoln,
and three years later ho was ono of a
party that encircled South America,
sailing from New York in March, 1865,
by tho steamship Colorado, which also
carried Prof. Agasslz and other mem
bers of a scientific expedition that was
bound for RUr Janeiro for .tho purpose
of exploring tho Amazon. That habit
of knowing men and women famous
cither in their own day or famous In
history, early acquired, was cultivated
through life. The most distinguished
of his own profession, politicians, Jur-

ists, editors, writers, artists and actors
of two or threo countries were moro or
less his Intimates. His was a busy life
to tho end. He was In England nt the
outbreak of tho great war, and was
one of thoso who projected a baso hos-

pital near the sea coast, of which med
ical staff, nurses and attendants were
to bo all American.

"Recollections of an Allenlit."
Active and Interesting as was the

personal and social side of Dr.
Hamilton's Ufo even more stimulating
was the professional sldo. As an alien-

ist he was brought Into close contact
with many of the celebhated cases that
have from time to time held the atten-
tion Of the nation. Political criminals,
the real or alleged perpetrators of
acts that made their names for a
tlmo more widely known than the
names of the greatest statesmen, para-nola- cs

and plain humbugs, all came
within tho rango of his experience In
hte volume "Recollections of an Alien-
ist" (George H. Doran Company), Dr.
Hamilton tells of a strange mania. In
tho early 70s Dr. Hamilton was called
In consultation about the cas of Gen-

tleman Joe, who had been arrested, and
whoso mental condition was rt matter
of 'dispute. Gentleman Joe's offence
consisted of a series of colossal practical
jokes, of which notoriety was tho object.
From the shops he ordered enormous
quantities of all kinds of merchandise,
to be .sent to" the dwellings of prom-
inent men, for which they were to pay
upon .delivery., TheRe Morgan Dlx
was ono pf tho victims.' One mprnlng
tho street In front, of his housp was
crowded with wagons and drays. Th.
assortment of- - merchandise Included a
grand piano, several sewing machines,
a baby carriage', n dentist's drill chair,
agricultural Implements and a large
supply of groceries and wines. Gentle-
man Joe's "sense of humor" led him to
direct base drums to spinsters and
boxes of poker chips and packs of
marked cards to clergymen. Ho was
unquestionably deranged, and was sent
to an asylum.

It was a common experience to Dr.
Hamilton to bo approached by per-
sons seeking protection from Imagin-
ary enemies. One Buch was a man
mhn hnA Invented nn nil stnvft nnd i

who that Standard Jurisprudence
nnd concerned moro

dredupon
had the wit-iro- n

fastened office , ?1tandr an

to the f?Pactty. held that popular
that may Is

an infernal arrangement of
wires and a shotgun, and nearly killed

wife, while a third devised a corse- -
and liuui.. full sharp knives so j

I

distributed that his enemies might not
forcibly seize him.

, A Witness Famous Trials.
the Roland E. Mollneux caso Dr.

as medical ad-

viser the defence, opposed
Dr. Wltthaus. who served In a

similar capacity the prosecution.
The trial him busy
months, for sympathies, were

with accused man, whom
always held to Innocent his
book. "The Recollections of an Alien-
ist," told a curious story in-

cident of that trial, which, if it ap-

peared newspapers all, has
certainly been forgotten.

"Ono tho disgraceful things at
the trial attempt to utUlzo
tho Bernhelm method of suggestion to
catechlso a stubborn young woman
wltnces. this occasion thero
a battle royal of the handwriting ex-

perts who. as disagreed. Dur-

ing the course of tho proceedings, as
the result of a dispute, the celebrated

, 'poison packago' covorlng was sent
out of the court room with tho per-

son to whom it had been addressed
and sent, and superscription
dictated to him with the request that

write It It somewhat
startling to nnd that peculiar mis-I- n

the original (attributed by
prosecution to Mollneux) pres-

ent In tho dictated copy, but no
but myself and or two
noticed

tho samo decade New York
criminal trials as tho Mollneux case
belonged Diss Debarr case, In

Dr. Hamilton also appeared,
this time in the Interests of tho prose-

cution. The victim in that affair
distinguished lawyer, Luther B.

Marsh, on whose credulity "Mme." Diss
Debarr had preyed through
medium of pictures. Her
was first to exhibit a perfectly clean
canvas which tho faco the
dead relative was to appear, then,
after putting It under a. cloth on an
easel, she would mako certain "passes"
and manipulations, and finally display
an painting of the dead person,
calling It a "truo spirit picture,

the hand of tho dead
Tho trick accomplished tak-

ing a painting that had already
executed and covering it with a piece

specially prepared wbito with

an Imitation canvas surfaco attached
readily solublo pasto to the face

of the portrait. When tho stage had
been properly and tho victim in n
state expectant attention, the
medium, under cover of tho cloth,
would sweep an already prepared
damp spongo over faco pic-

ture and remove the paper.
Dr. Hamilton always held that In

many cases tho expert wit-

ness is simply conceited actor, culti-
vating 'a pompous manner, and mak-
ing a great deal of pseudo-scienc- e.

Onco he was called hurriedly an
assistant corporation counsel, who
was defending a suit brought by a

German workman who had
been Injured In tho found
tho who had summoned him in
considerable anxiety, tho indi-
vidual on tho witness stand evi-

dently making an impression on Judge
and Jury, and tho cos'o
badly the city. The "expert"
a tall, sallow man, with long hair, like
an "Indian Doctor," and an insinu-
ating and lmpresslvo manner. was
holding an anatomical atlas, and be-

side him a pile of medical books.
Though It haying effect upon

the Jury, to Dr. Hamilton the man
was obviously nn Impostor, probably
Ignorant of tho literature nervous
disease. during the recess
Hamilton and tho assistant corpora-
tion counsel prepared a list of
books, eight of which had no existence.
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but with plausible titles; and two books
In overyday use. Upon his return to
the chair after luncheon the witness
was subjected to n.

Counsel Dr. Blank, I seo you are
familiar with the literature of this in'
terestlng subject7

Witness Well, I should hope so.
Counsel Have you read Smith on

tho "Recent and Remote Effects of
Head Injuries?" (One of the bogus
books.)

Witness That book I read when n

medical student.
With a gravo faco the Assistant

Corporation Counsel went through tho
list and It was found that the witness
had read overy nt book but
one. Then Dr. Hamilton testified, and
thero was a roar of laughter as the
discomfited witness left the courtroom
with his armful of "authorities."

Although not called to the witness
stand. Dr. Hamilton was present at tho
famous Del Valle case. In which the
late Joseph H. Choato appeared for tho
defendant Del Valle was a rich Span-
ish or Cuban planter, who one day at
tho corner of Fifth avenuo and Twenty-ni-

nth street found a pretty young
countrywoman who had slipped upon
the icy pavement In alighting from an
omnibus, and gallantly helped her to
her feet. The acquaintance ripened;
the young girl,. Martinez by name, was
Installed In, the,..Dol Valle. home as a
kind of dvernea"K oftfio 'irn'er's
motherless-children'- ; and In the course
of tlmo tho lady brought suit for
breach of promlso, placing an aston
ishingly high value upon her slighted
affections.

In opposition to Mr. Choato was
William A, Beach, who, according to
Dr. Hamilton, had not only quite a
reputation in this kind of action but
was himself something of a gallant.
"No one," said Dr. Hamilton, "can ever
'forget the delicious ragging of Beach
by Choato," and the latter's refereneo
to "tho danger of picking up a fallen
woman."

When Insanity Was Pleaded.
As a result of his Interest In raedl- -

'V1? erroneous; that not only Is It

a.Fart ot. th 3 Wnd'that will do- -
C61V8 tno trained oDservar ror any
length of time but "strange as It may
seem, tho feigners who most fre-

quently engage our attention are tho
Insane themselves who portray the
symptoms of another kind of mental
disorder than that which really exists.

"Sometimes their motive Is to cscapo
punishment sometimes to gain greater
privileges In asylums." Dr. Hamilton
said that his experlenco showed that
when the defence of insanity Is utilized
by a criminal it Is more often than
not the result of a suggestion made
by friends of tho prisoner or by his
lawyer; sometimes It may bo the work
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of a curious and hidden system, which
is fostered by that kind of criminal
communion that secretly flourishes In
many prisons.

A system of feigned insanity was
nnnuea aown by Harry Rose, an actor,
who killed his wife In a fit of Joalous
rage. After his arrest Rose decided to
convince tho world that ho was raving
man. uo nis attorney ho promised
millions, taking him to a dark corner
of his cell nnd saying tho,t he would
mako him "rich beyond ,the dreams of
avarice." While in tho Tombs and sub-
sequently in the State prison at Sing
Sing Rose practically established a
school for tho training of simulators,
and ever slnco tho defonco of. insanity
has been moro popular than it ever
was before.

A carefully prepared dofenco of this
nature was that employed In the .sec-
ond trial of Maria Barbleri, who had
killed her paramour, Th first, trioj re-
sulted in conviction, with a first

verdict but this was upset on ap-
peal. The defence at tho second trial
was to be insanity, or rather "psychic
epilepsy," and Maria was to present
that form of loss of memory or epilep-
tic amnesia.

"This," said Dr. Hamilton, "called
for a carefully prepared arrangement
of tho pawns. on 'tho board. Hereditary
Insanity was to be established, and as
most of her family lived in the Italian
provinces south of Naples the field had
to be visited and a hunt made for

I am told that some one went
'rom town to town asking for Informa-
tion regarding npochryphal invalids
and sowing the seeds of suggestion. A
month or two later a second seeker for
'.ruth would traverse the samo field.
and there thon really seemed to be
omo knowledgo that cplleptlo or insane

persons who were connected by blood
vlth the woman who was to-b- put on
frlal had lived and died in tho partic
ular community. When the trial took
place the court 'room was filled with
bullet, headed Italians from the East
side of New York, who, according to
tho learned experts for the defence.
wero Irachyccphalic, or shorthcaded.
and. therefore clearly "degenerates.'
Tho medical testimony was certainly
ho most extraordinary' I have over

known, and it had its effect for sho
was acquitted. Tho prisoner herself
went on the stand and for an hour
protended that sho could not remem-lic- r

a single incident of the murder,
although on tho previous trial a year
before she minutely detailed not only
tho successive steps of tho killing but
her motives and nllegcd justification."

Trial of Garfield's Assassin.

In November, 1881, Dr. Hamilton
was called to Washington to appear
for the United States Government in
the trial of Charles Julius Gulteau, the
assassin of President Garfield. It was
presided over by Judge Cox and was
an extraordinary trial, the newspapers
of the time using the headlines: "Cox's
Circus" and "The Disgrace of Cox."
Tho sanity of Gulteau (was of course
Involved, and Dr. Hoi illton recalled
the encounter between "V '. W. Davldge,
appearing for the Gove foment, and a
rather .bumptious., ypun : doctor, from
a Western' cltyrwhd"iippearea''for tho
defence. The question. propounded
by Gulteau's counsel idveen designed
to give the impression, that the preva
lence of Insanity Is the rule, and Is
well recognized, all apropos of t Gul-toa-

family history. Blandly Mr.
Davldge .began wife tho young doctor:

Counsel We are all moro or less
Insane, are we not?

Witness Well(not every one.
Counsel Well, doctor, what propor-

tion would you fix?
Witness Well, I should say about

two In every flvo are Insane.
Mr. Davldgo paused, looked pained

and turning slowly to tho Jury box,.

OR ALLAN MLANE HAMILTON,

said compassionately as ho scanned
tho "twelve good men and truo":
' Gentlemen, I am very, very sorry for
you." On several occasions Dr. Hamil-
ton saw Gulteau In Jail and found him
rational and quiet far different from
his behavior in court, where ho felt,
that his only successful defence was
that of Insanity. vHo never once re-

ferred to his 'divine Inspiration" to
"remove tho President"

"A true paranoiac," said Dr. Hamil-
ton, "would under the circumstances
have hekl to his delusions both in and
out of court. At tho tlmo 1 said:
'Gulteau is only a shrewd scamp, with
the plausibility of an Alfred Jlnglo In
swindling his boarding houeo keepers
and evading tho payment of his dents;
the visionary enthusiasm of Mlcawber
or Col. Sellers; the cant and hypocrisy
of Amlnadab Sleek or Uriah Heep; the
ambition of Erastratus and the mur-doro-

manners of Folton, who assas-
sinated the Duke of Buckingham, of
whose crimo the killing of Garfield
was an exact counterpart."

Dr. Hamilton believed Czolgosz, tho
assassin of President McKlnley, insane
beyond all question. "Ho was really a
defective who had long been drifting to
paranoia and whose actual delusions of
persecution and grandeur found soil In
which to grow. As early as the spring
of 1901 his family said that ho had
'gone to pieces; ho neglected his
trade and became" a vagabond. He had
delusions that ho was being poisoned,
and would not let oven his mother pro-pa- re

his meals. He talked a great deal
about anarchy nnd murder, and eagerly
read the accounts of the assassination
of King Humbert; ho Ukewlso had reli-
gious and 'exalted delusions. Unlike
the ordinary anarchist who, when, he
kills, takes means to savo his neck
and escape, Czolgosz carried his fanat-
ical recklessness to tho extreme danger
point with complete Indifference to his
fate."

Dr. Hamilton's experiences with the
lnsano oxtended beyond tho courtroom,
and ho found these experiences not

always free from danger. Ho
an instance, of his early days illustrat-
ing the peril of trying to commit a
cunning paranoiac who had been at
liberty for some time, been pre-

maturely discharged. Ho was asked
by an older physician to meet blm at a
certain house In tho Ninth Ward for
the purpose of seeing and possibly
committing tho man, who had been
terrorizing his family for some days.
Tho house, was ono of a small red
brick kind, with a steep gabled roof,
lare nowadays in New York but then
common.

Ncaring Sixth avenue, Dr. Hamilton
found a crowd of several hundred ex-

cited people all looking Intently at
something going on above their heads
on the other sldo of the street. It was
tho lunatic. With his arms about the
chimney clung tho waiting physician,
crying loudly for help, and grasping
his legs was the Insane man who was
doing his best to carry tho doctor with
him down Into tho street In the nick
of time Dr. Hamilton and a policeman
made their way through the skylight
Tho situation was the climax of a mad
chaso through tho house, participated
In by the family and servants.

On another occasion Dr. Hamilton
was consulted by a dentist who went
to him, not admitting that ho was at
all mentally wrong, but because he
wanted to know how he might best
pu'r.tsh those who had-be,en- - making-lif-

miserablo for him. He had q'uari
relied with hi Wife and ncctifwl her
nnd a business rival of forcing the
vapor of chloroform and other noxious
gases through the kcyholo of his of-

fice. Later he had complained to a
policeman In the park that a man who
sat kipon nn adjoining bench was seek-
ing 'to hypnotlzo him and give him
chlorine gas and tho man was arrested,
hut at once discharged by the magis-

trate Although he' had theso strange
hallucinations he did good work In his
calling and showed nothing else In
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Cult of the I listletoe
Dates

By STERLING HEILIG.
Nantbs, Francey-Nov- . 0.

T holiday tlmo a year ago the
American boys all oyer France,
Belgium and England were go

ing out Into tho woods on a queer

errand.
Many, no doubt, supposed that It

was Just to cut some Christmas green-cr- y,

but there was a lot more to It
At St Nozalre, Nantes, Tours, at La
Rochelle, Brest 'and Bordeaux, at
Havre, Rouen and In the suburbs of
Paris, northward through all Belgium
to the edgo of Holland and eastward
through Alsaco to tho Rhino and
southward to tho Mediterranean and

of Spain and Italy tho boys
went out into the woods, orchards,
meadows and. river sides o climb a
treo and cut a bough, and In so do-

ing' they' performed an act of strictly
racial character unique among all
such doings)

In England, they put: a knife Into
our hands and bade us frankly: "Come,
cut mistletoe. You're cousins!"

Are wo cousins?
Every American who did the thing

on .the spot and thoso who missed their
chanco with regret and those who read
the' story now nt home with dreamy
pause, as something vogubly sympa-

thetic or familiar have good chanco
to possess in their blood a strain of the
old race of Gaul and Britain. A most
particular, old race.

Rhine (he Barrier.
Tho thing Includes all France, Bel-glu-

England and Ireland. It In-

cludes Alsace. It stops absolutely at
the Rhino.

Three thousand years ago theso folk
who were part of our folk were cutting
mistletoe as a holiday ceremony of
terrific Importance,' sentimental, gay,
mysterious and solemn. Julius Caisar,
in his well known book, Is full of it
although the Druids in his day. 2,000
years ago, were already evolving Into
a species of benevolent municipal
uncles. And he mistletoe, remaining'
mystic, never forgotten, always in
honor, has continued cheerful, hope-
ful and romantic, straight down
through the ages to our own times.

An. excuse for kissing? Yes, but
also the mystical, historical badge of
the race!

Of this old strain of blood in folk
Vicente Blasco Ibanez, clearest seer
of tho world war, makes tho cousin
from Berlin (in the ''Four Horsemen")
say this queer thing:

"The French Revolution was merely
a clash between Teutons and Celts,
.the nobility of Franco having de-

scended from Germanic warriors
established In tho country after the
Invasion of tho barbarians
The middle and lower classes wero the
Gallic-Celti- c element. Gallo-Celtls- m

was tho inventor of democracy. Now
the hour of Germanic retaliation Is
about to strike," 4c.

Secret of Alsace.
It struck a bone. Gallo-Celtl- c blood

Is the secret of Alsace; Hansl, master
painter of landscapes, that Alsatian
patriot turned cartoonist by patrlorlsm
long years before the war, was In-

dicted for treason by tho Berlin prose-
cutor for saying these things In 1913
In his "History of Alsace for Ltttlo
Children," on which ho lavished pic-

torial treasures. Uncle Hansl rubbed it
In that the Alsatians have the blood
of Gaul.

Tho cult of the mistletoe, says Hansl,
did not cross tho Rhine. But Alsace
was, as full of It as Franco and Eng-
land, as proved by Ca?sar., Tacitus,
Pliny and a cloud of witnesses.

There Is nothing In the appearanco
of the plant to account for so deep
a lipid on racial sentiment; but Its
curious habit of growth explains the
start It got. In prehistoric days men
were of necessity close observers of
nature, although they did not always
Interpret correctly what they saw.
They were deeply struck by the fact
that while other plants grew of them-
selves out' of tho ground, It was never
so of tho mistletoe. Instead It was
always firmly rooted In tho branches

From Druids' Time
Gallic-Celtic-Brit- on Racial Custom

Eagerly and Naturally Followed
by Our Boys in the A. E. F.

of trees apple, pear, maple, elm, ash,
lime, willow, thorn, poplar and, less
frequently the oak. That trees so
widely different should produce tho
mistletoe must' surely have puzzled
them completely.

The oak, among the ancient Druids,
was always held sacred. Many of their
rites wero performed in oak groves;
and since they noticed that only rarely
did tho mistletoe appear on this sacred
treo they regarded tho plant of such
a parent with peculiar roveronca.

It was cut on New Year's Day with
pofrp. The Arch-Drui- d, In white,
fcnded tho tree, to which stairs and
platform had been erected. Beneath,
the people awaited a picnic banquot;
and two whlto bulls were held ready
for sacrifice. With a golden sickle
tho Arch-Drui- d cut the mystic boughs,
caught as they fell, In a whlto mantle.
"Then they slay tho victims," says odd
Pliny, who lived at tho time, "pray- -

,lng' God to prosper His gift to them
.unto whom Ho has given It. Pre-
pared as a drink, It produces fertility
and Is a remedy for poisons." It was
further supposed to possess great
healing powers and bo a euro protec-
tion against ghosts I

,By a later tradition which grow up
in Ignorance of tho usages of the pa3t,
the mistletoe was supposed to have
furnished the wood for the Cross. Up
to tho Crucifixion, It had been a reg-
ular tree, but thenceforth It was con-

demned to exist only as' a parasite
a weak and puny bush, growing only
by the sap of other trees. Henco tho
refusal to admit the mistletoe Into
churches, which continues by
ancient habit at least In England and
France. But the Church's dread of
pagan superstitions still to-d- per-
sisting gives a corollary explanation,
as will be seen.

Lodged In Hark Crevice,

The plain facts of the mistletoe are
as queer as any old belief. How It
acquired Its parasitic habit no man
can say; qut wo know that it owes
its continued exlstenco to the seed be-

ing carried along with a dose of sticky
liquid to the tender branch of. somo
new tree, where It sticks and flows
until ltc lodges In somo crevice of the
young bark.

This seed on germination sends
rootlets, not Into the ground, oh, no!
but Into tho heart of tho silly tree
which holds It, traversing 'the tender
bark and sending numerous suckers
Into tho, wood which suck tho sap by
which Itself grows while robbing tho
tree and corroding tho limb locally.
And, worse, new buds send creepers
which break through by other root-
lets Whpre apple trees are badly
Infested their owners, often seek to
clear them by pulling off tho mistle-
toe. But the rootlets being left under
the bark a dozen plants soon appear
to take the placo of the dispossessed.

.How do the seeds get from tree to
treo with that thick dose of sticky
liquid? Queer, queer! There Is an
old Latin proverb about "the bird

". L, ,tho mistle-thrus- which Is esnpn allvf,t nt i.m. .i,i. v.;;,.
Enclosed In sticky pulp, some of the
tiny seeds cling to the bird's beak,
and as tho mistle-thrus- h Is small and
dainty, it cleans Its beak on a tender
young branch of tho first now tree on
which it alights after a feast!

But how is mistletoe tho "enemy"?
Because tho sticky liquid Is exactly
tho unlquo material from which bird-
lime Is made to capture littlo birds
exactly as flypaper catches flies!

The mistletoe, so mysterious in west- -
ern Europe, has many relations in tho
tropics and two cousins In south
France. Tho dwarf Junlper-mlstlcto- e.

which lives on tho red berried Juniper
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of tho Mediterranean area, is leafless
and bears b:Ue berries. Its full height
does not exceed two inches. The
Loranthus europrmis, which lives on
oaks and chestnuts In tho samo limited
region, has yellow berries, grows to
largo size, and causes extraordinary
deforming excrescences on tho bark
of Its treo victim.

Some of tho tropical Loranthus
species are among tho most gorgeous
flowering plants; but tho pu!o mistlet-
oe, was from the start ns It remains
lono mystery of Gaul, Britain, Ireland.
It does not even flourish in Scotland I'

And superstition clings, llko a para-
site of tho mind. There are big spec-
ulators of tho Paris Bourso who carry
littlo dirty bags of burnt mistletoe
Invariably on their persons during
business hours. They buy them in
Brlttnny. But tho man I have in
mind, who made six millions recently
gambling In New York-Par- is monoy
exchange (they call it rate insuranco
In tho big hanks) is suro that tho
filthy little bag ho carries always la
unique, authentic, special.

Stolen From Child.
Ho stole It from a child. Tho tale

Is queer. Down Morblhan way, where
folks believe old things, some friends
of his live In a chateau. Some years
ago, while visiting them, ho found tho
family talking indignantly about tho
conduct of one Annie toward the chil-
dren. Annie, It turned out, was not
a neighbor or even nursery governess,
but a formidable old "wise woman"
living alone In a hut and tho educated
chateau folks were visibly afraid of
her! They scolded under their breath
that "Annie made our babies partici-
pate in heathen Incantations!"

Tho children playing in the orchard
met tho crono dragging a short lad-
der. "Climb!" she bade tho eight-year-o- ld

boy, Jeanlng against a small
pear treo which bore threo sprigs of
mistletoe. "Cut!" She handed him
a "yellow knife," and mado his little
sister catch tho threo sprigs in her
little whlto apron as they fell. Tho
old woman never touched tho product,
and in her nearby kitchen, sho mado
them light a Are "and burn tho stuff
wlUi a stinking mess" on a buckwheat
cake iron. "Just think, in tho twi-
light, among foul birds (pet crows)
and heathen Incantations (probably
the old girl said her prayer?)"!

But the w!so woman was honest
Each child came homo with a tiny
"luck bag" of the burnt ashes. "What
shall wo do?" tho parents worried. ;

"Make the children throw tho things
away!" replied tho Paris Bourse mart.
So they did it. Then, when none wero
looking, ho sneaked out and hunted
carefully, and found one of the littlo
bags and put It In his pocket! Slnco
that date ho has won eleven mllllonsl

1'rlcst Has Ills TronMr,,
Tho .parish priest down thero haa. fperiodic trouble because the peasant

young folk put remnants of old prac
tices into the Innocent and pretty cult

!0t 0W Xear's mistletoe. Tho bova. . .

uuu. b "s ?? out m merry bands to
seek "the May" (flower) of tho cold
season. They tro into the hn.irv nnv
forests, whore sparse tufts of it are
discovered with dlfllculty. "There
is no fun In apple mistletoe," which
they cut all tho week, commercially,
for the London and Paris market.
Sloop loads of it go out of the ports.

They are tho same forests, of
' lue u"uq"e urultls

JSWnn T ""ed' multer"
JSLfl y, Wh flrSt Pr--

' of"f roJ1 mlstletoo
h. risht.1! nnd t It; butif, a then practice" creeps

Pfiodlca X--a Girl for real furi.
up with him "nnd

catch tho falling mistletoe in a whlto
I towel when he cuts it!" The churcn

ia ub'uinsi 1C as a relic; parents nre
against It as a fact; and real nlco
girls havo fallen and broken a bono
or bones.

It Is all right that tho lad be car-
ried In triumph as "king of the feast."
Tho mistlf-to- is hung nbovo tho en-
trance door As the girls pass ono by
ono beneath It, as It were running a
gantlet, they nro kissed without cere-
mony In a scramble full of dodging
u- - mo nrsi young man who can catch
them aided or Impeded by the well
known Injustice of girls. Henco tho
saying "Jean can catch her with his
legs tied!"

More Pagan Ilccollection.
Now creeps In moro pagan recollec-

tion. How can theso kids remember
3.000 years? Their parents swear
that they havo never told a word
about burning tho mistletoe. Tho
early fathers hoped to havo switched
It off to a feast of hot chestnuts,
chestnuts popping, bursting on tho
same old griddle. Then cold elder andmoro kissing. Yet down through tho
centuries tho old remcmbrnnco pops
up to fetch the hot tile or tho firepan
and make mistletoe ashes for tho luck
bag.

Ashamed, trembling or with laugh-
ing bravado tho ashes nro distributed
to be preserved In tho littlo bags hung
round tho neck. Tho "Incantations"
ire forgotten. Also It Is common in
Franco, ami they say equally In coun-
try regions of England and Ireland,
for such littlo bags to bo burled In
fields to bring good crops. Devoted
wives keep special bags against their
husbands' jags. A small quantity of

sh mixed with his drink will keep
him sober, make him drink less, or
ir not less slower and In any caso bo
quieter In his drinking an1 (they
hopn) cause him to see bluo syhlers
oarllcr In tho game whllo thero is
yet tlmo.

Uncounted generations passed tho
word atong. It's omothlng about
hots. This is why a mlstletoo

housh nanus outside most Breton tiv-orn- s,

to guaranteo drinkers against
"seelncr things" on their wav hnmn
it night or If they seo them to pass
unharmed by n'l sorcerer?, witches
rlevih. eho-nt- f pink rats and. yea, woo
wpepinc bnho.t tint whizz throueh Ihn- and clutch you by tho back of the
n"fK.

This Is whv Shnkosparo wrote:
"A good wlno nereis no bush!"

woitner does aarsaparlua. - . tl
t-
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