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TELEPHONE. WORTH 10000.

Senator Knox's First and Last Reso-

lutions of Peace.
Our neighbor the Times so far

both Senator Knox's posl-'tlo- k

and the general history of the

Interwoven treaty nnd covenant ns

to say with every appearance of

sincerity:
"Now tt Is proposed to throw out

the League altogether. That - was
Indeed proposed by Senator Knox
during the debate, but the idea then
seemed so fantastic that it was vir-

tually withdrawn. Now he proposes

It again. If he stood alone, It might

it regarded as a case of audacity
run mad, or as persistence In a fixed

Idea; but It seems that In some Sen-

atorial quarters, at least, this as-

tounding suggestion la taken seri-

ously, and Is actually considered hos-

pitably by Senator Underwood."

The "Idea" which the Times de-

scribes variously ns fantastic, ns
and ns the persistent mani-

festation of a personal pride of opin-

ion was not proposed to defeat the
President's scheme of Interweaving.

It was proposed by Senator Knox
Jong before the process of Interweav-
ing began, before the nurjwse to In-

terweave was known to anybody.

Three hundred nnd elghty-iw- o tlnyts

fffgo Mr, Knox Introduced In the Sen-- I

ate n resolution separating the busl- -

ness of concluding pence with the Ccn-- I

trnl Powers from tho business of con-- I

slderlng "any project for any general
! league of nations." We quote part of
! that resolution ;

i "lVAereoj, Conferences ar about
; to take place, with the purposo to

eomplote, to perfect and to guaran- -

. tee tho attainment of the war alms
aforesaid and thus to pars to the

'; state of formal peace: be It

"Kesoliecl, That the purposes of the
United States of America In these
conferences should be confined to tho

aforesaid alms and matters germane

, thereto; . . .

That any project for any general
league of nations, or for any sweeping

change in the ancient laws of the
sea as hitherto recognized as Interna- -

tional law and violated by the Teu-

tonic Powers, should be postponed for
separate consideration not alone by

the victorious belligerents, but by all
the nations, If and when at some fu-

ture time general conferences on those
subjects might be deemed useful,"

y

The common sense of this proposal

to adopt the short cut to formal pence

and to take up afterward the conside-

ration of elaborate schemes of world re-- 1

organization Is even more manifest to

i ordinary Intelligence y than It

wns three hundred nnd eighty-tw- o

days ago. If the Knox resolution
eon'.d have been ndopted then and
mntlc the policy of the United States
Government we should have been

; spared the miserable spectacle 01 more
i than a year's floundering In the quag-- f

mire of Idealism. The
i country would hnve been better off
'

y by billions of dollars on tho
material account, nnd Immeasurably

better off In the esteem nnd confidence
of tho European Powers lately nssocl
nteil with ns In the war.

L What happened three liunrireu nnd
eighty-tw- o days ago to block this pro

"gramme of sanity nnd prescient pn-

--trlotlsm? The President wns Just
then salting nn the George Washing'
ton, his plan of deal- -

Ing nt the conference with the na- -

i tlon's Interests a secret to everybody
' but himself. The control of the Sen-

ate Committee on Foreign Relations
was still In the hands of the Presl
dent's partisans. Senator Hitchcock

I wns yet Its chairman. The vote by
! which the country, a month cnrller,
i had rejected the President's appeal
i for a mandate nnd .tnrnel the Prcst- -
' dent's party In Congress from major-- J

Ity to minority hnd not yet taken cf- -

! feet In tlio legislative organization.
the Knox resolution of three htm

sretl 'and eighty-tw- o days ago never
got beyond the pigeonholes of Senator

i IIiti'iicocicN Wllsonlan Committee on
Foreign Relations.

f Now for the whereabouts of ntiil.i- -

city. Three months and one day after
"

the Introduction of Senator Knox's
original resolution separating thebusl- -

or m&Kius peace iroru tne nusi- -r

ncss of world rcorgnnlzntlon the Prcfl-ltlei- tt

cnniu Imck from Paris with this
ilcfliint mcwinffo to tho Somite of the
United Htutcs nnd this notlllcntlon
to the cople of thu United States
that they could have 'pence with Ger-

many In no other way than that upon
which lie lad set hid mind:

"When that treaty cornea back,
gentlemen on this tide will And the
covenant not only in It, but no many

threads of the treaty tied to tho cov-

enant that you cannot dissect tho

covenant from the treaty without
destroying tho whole vital structure
The structure of peace will not be

vital without the League of Nation,
atld no man Is going to bring back

a cadiver with him."

SpenklnR still of chronology, It
would nppear that mir neighbor the
Times Is npart from tho fact when

It describes the Knox resolution ns

"a last wny out of the difficulty ,H Fur
from being that, It was the tlrst way

out of tho difficulty; and, as events

during tho 'past three hundred i'.nd

eighty-tw- o tlnyR have absolutely

shown, It has been first and last mid

nil tho time the only wny out of tho

difficulty created by nn audacious and

delimit nnd Immeasurably expensive

attempt at autocracy.

The I'ockcrs. and tuetFubllc.

The d dissolution of the

packers Is a good thing, lu some of its
provisions, for everybody. In others
It may not be good for anybody.

The packers henceforth are not to

operate 'the stock yards where they

buy their raw material. They ore not

to control tie general cold storago

warehouses of the country. They are
not to be In the retail meat business.
They are not to be In related retail
businesses. The packers, ,ln short, are
only to puck. Hut, under proper re-

strictions, they might well do more

to the advantage of the public.

The public Is right and the Govern-

ment Is wise to seek to prevent mo-

nopoly which can absolutely control

prices and which at the same time

may never need to glje good

since under monopoly there Is no dan-

ger of losing tho business.
Of the particular programme

adopted by consent undoubtedly It can

be said that one organization or one

allied group of organizations hand-

ling a product or a number of prod-

ucts from rnw material to the very

doorstep of the consumer, controlling

the cars and trucks In which goods

are shipped and dlntrlhuted. the shops

in tlwv are sold, thereby con

trols all food products handled In nil

such shops and again thereby exer-

cises a monopoly which tempts and

permits the exaction of Involuntary

price tribute to the monopolist--
Hut compact organizations, with en-

largement and perfection of facilities,
handling of products In vast quanti
ties, doing things In a big way for a

hie nation, ought to be capable or

dolne a better Job anil a cheaper for
the American people. It ought to be

possible to compel thci,i so to do.

The Government might prevent mo

nopoly nbu--e, not by tearing to pieces
iiprfocled nroduclni: and distribution
agencies of highly developed economic
efficiency, but by divorcing nil suen

.illlrsl organizations, preventing col

lusion and safeguarding free and gen- -

eral competition.
There can be no question that five

powerful, smoothly running nnd enor
mously productive machines can be

made to do faster work and better
work nnd cheaper work for the public

than 500 petty, low powered, patched

ut. ramshnckle machines. And there
can be no question that If the Govern

ment wishes to regulate the breakfast
and dinner table costs of the Amer

ican people the simpler, nnd surer
wny would be to have a control all

the way down n half dozen or a dozen

lines from the steer on the hoof to

the steak on the butcher's weighing

scale. Responsibility could be concen-

trated and continuous. Middlemen's

nroflts could be more accurately
measured and easily checked than If

they were scattered among tens or

thousands of disjointed and more or

less incompetent organizations nnd

parts of organizations warehouses,

shlnnlnc companies, truckmen, dray
men, jobbers, wholesalers, retailers,
and what not.

To keen the splendidly organized

packing companies from actual or

possible exploitation of the public
would bo n great service to tho Amer
lean people. To break up the facile

nnd efficient organizations themselves
may cost the public a lot of money and

give It poorer food and service be

sides.

International Exchange Contrasts.

If, when we look nt the lowly ster
ling exchange, the sinking franc nnd

the all but submerged mark, as mean

ured ngainst our gold basis money, we
Imnglne that our American dpilar, like
our American eagle, soars above all
others, we simply do not know the
whole story. If, when we ponder our
threc'bllllons of gold, with the rest of
the world on relutlvcly scant rations
of thnt metal, we suppose-tha- t only
gold Is the thing which does It, we

must guess again.
While to the north of us just now

Canada has been paying a premium 6f
8 to 10 and even 11 per cent, for
American money, to the south of us
Argentina 'has been quoting Its gold
peso ns the most valuable unit of cur-

rency In the world. While we were
realizing a 20 per cent, discount on
sterling, ."0 per cent, on the franc nnd
O.i Af .... Mm Qnmtldli

II VUUI. t., til, in, L,ic uiuu,.---jO'
po-'e- ta was Miami;; unove our own
dollar.
. Without a gold horde a nation thnt
Is selling but not buying goods can
have n premium on Its exchange; for
selling goods Is buying gold. Yet one
may buy gold Ith goods nud never

wunt tho gold. One may sell the gold
again before receiving It.

Argentina has been selling goods to
pretty nearly everybody, particularly
to us, In greater volumo and" heavier
volumo than sho has been buying
goods In return. On current trade
balances pretty nearly everybody owes

rgentlna. Until somebody rushes
the balancing goods or the gold or
some form of credit transferred to tho
Argentine money market, apparently
everybody clfe's currency In lUienos

lrcs, Uncle Sam's like any other, Is

going to be under par.
Hut, wait a minute! There nre

heavy foreign Investments In Argen-

tine mills and factories nnd public
utilities. There nre Interests and div-

idend payments coming duo on them.
Pcrhapu they will be England's. There
ore Argentine securities owned by for-

eigners and offered by them for salo
abroad. Perhaps they too are Eng

land's. Perhaps they can bo sold on
tho New York Stock Exchange to
bankers or other buyers representing
Argentine Investors buying, back their
own securities with their trade profits.
Perhaps England, owing heavy bal
ances In New York, may order the
proceeds of the sale of her Argentine

securities to be credited to her debit
accounts here In New York.

Perhaps England, with Interest and
dividends due on .Innuary 1 from Ar-

gentina, mny order them to be paid
over In Hucnos Aires to the credit of
the American debit accounts there.
Perhaps thus, by uch triangular re-

adjustment, England will owe less In

the United States, nnd the United
States suddenly owe nothing or mny
be owcil something In Argentina.

And so the exchange transforma
tions run on month by month nnd year
by year beautifully simple, yet to so

many mlllltons of human beings who
are reasonably Intelligent but deeply
engrossed In what they themselves nre
doing, ail Greek!

I.'elp to Save the Armenians.

It appears to be. "a fact thnt great
as have been the sufferings of the Ar
menian people nt times In the past
they were never nearer extinction
than they are Famine and dis-

ease threaten to complete the' work of
extermination begun by Turkish mas
sacres and deportations.

It Is estimated thnt 800,000 Arme-

nians nre destitute, nnd of them a

cable despatch says "It Is impossible

that the loss of 200,000 lives can at
this day he prevented," but the others
may he saved. There are 2."0.000 Ar-

menian children to be fed, clothed and
protected.

American purses have always been
opened by appeals of this kind; the
approach of Christmas Is an addi-

tional reason, if one wore needed, .for
contributing money to feed, clothe and
succor the Armenians. The Literary
Digest has been so well convinced of
the desperate urgency of the need of

the Armenian sufiWers that It has
made ait additional contribution of
.$.",000 'in n Christmas drive for nlil.
The office of the treasurer of the Near
East Ilellef Is In the Metropolitan
Hulldlug, Madison avenue nnd Twenty-thir- d

street.

Spanish Strikes and Politics.

Keecnt despatches from Madrid re-

port the' almost complete paralysis of

the public utilities of thnt city by,

strikes and an Increasing uneasiness
over the Industrial situation nt Barce-

lona. The strikes that began In those
cities spread widely 'over Spain In the
past few months and, as If In proof of
the statement thnt in no other coun-

try Is there a closer relation between
labor and political conditions, in the
same time Spanish Ministries have

risen and fallen like card houses.
The relntlon of the labor question

to the general' political situation Is

perhaps Important only In a limited
sense. Strikes that have assumed the
greatest Importance In Spain have usu-

ally started In Barcelona, the seat of
Spanish radicalism; they have spread
rapidly over radical Catalonia, and
they have failed when they have struck
the stern conservatism of other ports
of Spain. Hut to credit the overthrow
of Count de Romanoses's Government
to the labor question Is correct only so

fnr ns the labor question Is a part of

the broad general question of social
unrest.

This becomes nppnrent In the ef-

forts recently made by Dato and San-

chez Toca to form Cabinets. Prima-

rily each sought to remedy the unset-

tled Industrial condition; but nt the
same time the questlnu was whether
this remedy should bo n compromise
that would be merely a temporary ex-

pedient or whether It should je upon
national lines that would sweep away
many of the traditions which had
halted Spanish progress. It wns here
thnt Spain ran against Don Antonio
Maum. "the past master of the grand
old school of Saoasta," or, perhaps
morn properly, the master or the hoss
of the Spanish Conservatives.

Young Spain thinks thnt in tne
modern Spanish nation there Is no
plnco for Maura. Yet It must nc ac-

knowledged that he hns been strongly
Instrumental In the overthrow of the
last three Governments. About the
time thnt young Spain hnd begun to
bellevo that Don Antonio was not to
figure as a political power he Issued n
manifesto which was scarcely . more

than a defence of his Cabinets and nn
attempt to prove thnt save In tho
Mauri leulme Spain never had n real
Government. The Maurists came
nobly to the supiwrt of their old

leader. Hut the Important point made
by his polltlcil opponent end which to
the world would appenr true Is thnt
while everything anybody else had
done wiis wrong he himself ottered
no particular programme of reform
or any clearly defined policy for the
present situation.

Tho policy of King Alfonso and the

''if? '
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ono In which most of tho younger
Conservative elements ngreo with him
Is a national policy. Ills mission to
Paris was In the furtherance of this
policy : he wished t bring nbout some
understanding regarding tho position
of Spain In Tangier, ho was desirous
of Spam's entrance under favorable
terms Into nn alignment with France,
Italy nnd Great Britain. Ho saw In

the Spanish development oti Tangier
n chance for colonization nnd nn Im-

provement In tho supply of food nnd
raw materials, nnd In n better under-

standing with tho allied nations n

step In the solution of Spain's Indus-

trial problems. Whllo the Klug was
In Paris Maura's manifesto appeared
and brought forth a storm of caustic
comment In France. Hut upon his re-

turn to Spain he won n victory" In the
formation of a coalition Cabinet with
Manuel Auende SalazaA ns Premier
nnd Fernandez Pbida ns Minister of

the Interior,
In thlR Cabinet the King believes

he hns tho elements of n strong Gov-

ernment; thnt It can eventually ef-

fect a change In Spain's International
policy nnd bring about the long con-

templated reforms In the system of

franchises and local government. This
will remove the "regionalism" of
Spanish politics with Its small barter-
ing for advantages. It will give Spain

the place among the "nations of Eu-

rope of which her provincial politi-

cians hnve deprived her, nnd finally

settle upon broad national principles

the whole question of Industrial and
social unrest.

"Misled" Allen, Assassins.

The subjoined declaration made by

the Krcnint Post on Wednesday seems
to require cxplnnutlon:

"Chairman Johnson of the House

Committee on Immlsratlon advo-

cates a statute malting deportable
any alien who contributes to or Is

affiliated with any organization ad-

vocating sabotage, nsansatnatlon, the
overthrow of government or the un-

lawful damaging or destruction of

property.
"Such a law might easily lead to

Injustice to misled foreigners."

The Evening rosl ought not to dis-

miss this Important subject In such n

cursory fashion.
It should tell Its renders who the

"misled foreigners" nre to whom In-

justice might cnslly lie done by a

statuto making aliens deportable for
contributing to or affiliating with or-

ganizations advocating sabotage, as-

sassination, the overthrow of govern-

ment or the unlawful damaging or
destruction of property.

It should tell Us readers why home

foreigners ure liable to be misled and
by whom.

It should make clear the line of de-

marcation between the "misled for-

eigner" for whom Its anxiety Is

nroused nnd the plotting nllen who
ought to be kicked out of the country

whose free and beneficent Institutions
he seeks to destroy.

We henr a great deal nbout "mis-

led foreigners." They appear to be
misled only when- - they are caught In

some criminal net. The foreigners
who refuse to be misled deserve some
consideration; nnd a murder com-

mitted by a misled foreigner Is ns

futnl to Its victim ns Is a murder
committed by a foreigner who Is

merely vicious.

Sir John Alrock.

Sir John Alcock, who Is dead ns

the result of the fall of his plane In

Normandy, will be forever remem-

bered as the man who made the
great dream of aviation come true.
He and Lieutenant Arthur W. Brown
accomplished last June the first non-

stop aerial voyage across the Atlantic.
The fact that Lieutenant-Commande- r

Head nnd his men hnd crossed the
ocean In the flying boat NC-- 4 docs not

detract from the glory of Alcock's
success In performing n feat In which

Hawker had failed. The Briton's trip
was a monumental combination of n

courage and mechanical perfec-

tion. To sail 1,000 miles In 10 hours
proved that there were practically no

limits to airplane flight,, although

Alcock candidly declnred that the

transatlantic voyage was for the dir-

igible balloon rather than the plane.
A gallant nnd modest young knight

be wns, both In war and In peace.

When that often attempted task of
writing a successful comedy of Wash-
ington llfo Is accomplished tho author,
we hope, will not have overlooked
tho fact that when Senator Smoot
once more urged his colleagues not
to load up the Itecord with wordy let-

ters from distinguished constituents
and resolutions by highly esteemed
civic bodies having nothing to do
with legislation It was Senator
Thomas who requested In a speech
that the printing of the Record be
"quit altogether." The author choulil
stick Into his scrapbook also the story
told of the lato Senator William
Hughes, who once asked Senator
Thomas If he had read in tho Itrcord
a certain, Important statement by the
Secretary of tho Treasury. "I never
read the Itecord," Senator Thomas Is
reported to have answered. "Oh, to
be sure, Hughes commented, "you
don't have to you fill It."

Many famous actors and actresses
who In recent years created sensations
by leaving the speaking stage for mo-

tion picture work have roturned to
their original work this season. There
have slfo Hen nses, though fewer In
number, of actresses whose talents
were developed by the pantomimic art
of the studios nnd who have made
their footllirlit debut this autumn
With t;h!s gradual process there U

rtim'nstt'd the strongest factor In any
r!vOry 'hat may exist between B.'rten
rtnrt stage.

Po;t!tr I'arta.
Burglars took 15&.303.TA from United

Statu poit offices lait year.

The ratio In American Sunday schools
la ten puplla to one teaehtr.

There are OH lepers la Hawaii One Is

an American.
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SEEN FROM THE RANKS.

A Former Soldier Differs With Gen-

eral Persuing on Army Democracy.

To tub Editor or Tins Sun Sir: "And
tt la democratic." So said General
Pershing, speaking of the army, In a
rscent newspaper article,

After having spent nearly two years
In the army nnd especially after one
year. In the American Expeditionary
Forces, I have come out of the strvlco
thoroughly disgusted and convinced that
Its motto is "Officers Only."

The army may be called democratic
when the two divisions, the commis
sioned ofncers'and tho enlisted men, are
considered separately; but certainly!
there Is about as much democracy ,

shown In the relations between the two
ns there Is In the relations between tliu
black man and the whtto man In our
extreme Southern States,

I slept in the hold on my trip to
France, but I did not complain ; I knew

that everybody could not stay In the
first cabin, but when I saw the Ice
cream and the lobster salad that were
served to the ofllrers It did seem as
though we below should have something
better than uneatable meat, uneatable
fish, doubly uneatnb'e eggs and frozen
bologna. " I subsisted mainly on what
bread I rnuld gel at tho table and what
few pies and chocolate bars I could
buy at tno canteen.

In 'the E'g'ily-sccon- d Division
thoinrh this wa-- i th only case In the
A. E. V., I believe thre were two
division emblems, ono for the officers,
.nother for the enlisted men.

Enlisted men, In many places nt least,
vero not allowed to associate with the
lumbers of tho nurse corps. I have
ooen circulars which declared that this
was not so, hut I would rather take
the word of men who were attached to
tile hospitals.

In Dijon the Red Cross ran a. hotel
for "officers only," and I believe there
were a greatlmany such elsewhere.

The American Express, running be-

tween Paris and the Riviera, had third
class coaches for enlisted rnen and sec
ond and first class, with diner attached,
for officers. I once attempted uniuc-ci'ssfull- y

to board this train at the
I'orte Neuve station of DIJon. The train
pulled out leaving fifty or more nifn
on tho platform, the third class coai-he- s

packed beyond ciipnclty and the second
and first class coaches with compart-
ment after oonipmment absolutely
empty. There were not more than ten
ofllctrs at the most on the whole train,
and yet the enlisted men who got on

these cars were put off and as I said
above, left at the station.

Many' persons will tell me that this
Is discipline and that It Is necessary.
Well, If this is the necessary discipline,
with all Its archalcncsa, why not call
It that and not "democracy"?

Paul O. Ammerman,
Volunteer Private.

Scranton, Pa., December 19.'

OLD TIES FOR FUEL.

At Least One Railroad Has Acted to
Stop tho Waste of Wood.

To the Editor oe The Sun Sfr: I
nule Die lulter In The Sun headtsd
"Why Waste Wood?" and setting forth
that many thousands of old railroad ties
are being desttoyed which might be

used as fuel.
For the information of the readers of

The Sun I would say that the manage-

ment of one railroad of which I have
personal knowledge, comprising about
6.000 miles of track west of the Ohio
River, started about four years ago to

educate the people living along the line
of road as to tho value of ties as fuel
and called attention to the fact that old

ties removed from tho track were avail-
able for their use: any person was at
liberty to remove the ties from plies on

the right of way without expense.
When the operation of railroads was

taken over by the Federal Government
an order on similar lines was Issued by

the Director-Gener- and notice was
given that any one desiring to use ties
removed from the tracks could do so

without cost.
The suggestion was made that all ties

discarded be shipped to charitable In-

stitutions to be sawed Into fire lengths
and given to the poor. This Is a plan
that can be very readily carried out pro-

vided arrangements bo made by such

Institutions to pay the cost of loading
and transportation, as manifestly the
Federal management has no authority
to assume the expense ; neither under
corporate control Is the average railroad
In position financially to assume such
expense.

There Is no question In my mind but

that a very considerable percentage of

ties now removed from tracks and
burned may be utilized as fuel.

E. G. U
Cincinnati, December IS.

DANIEL WEBSTER'S TOAST.

A Trlbnte to the Senate as Ilclaled ly
Hutus Choate.

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir; Rufus
Choate Uhed to tell It. It may Interest
the real American Senators of both par-tic- s:

In the early MOs Daniel Webster ne-

gotiated tho Ashburton treaty with Eng-

land. Just after, a banquet was ten-

dered to Webster by Senators and mem-

bers of the House. AU were seated
when In walked Daniel among the Hons.
Some were friendly, some were not.
Among the latter was a Senator from

the South. Up he sprang, not to draw
a Bowlet but this:

"Qentlomen. fill your glasses!" and
"To the health of our splendid American,
tho negotiator of the Ashburton treaty !"

cheers, &c when Webster said :

"I have also a sentiment for you gen-

tlemen to 'drink. The Senate of the
United States, without which the Ash-

burton treaty would have been nothing
and the negotiator of that treaty noth-

ing, with the rim rubbed off."
John Forest Warren.

New York, December 19.

Tho Tax Applies to Every Ilcsldcnt of

tho State.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; I jm
employed by a Massachusetts corpora-

tion with offices In Boston, Mass. 1 am
making my commission In the States of

New Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsyl-

vania, but nothing In New York State.
I am living In New York hotels about
five months of the year, claiming New
Vnrk cs niv home. Am I compelled to

Jpiy 1 per wnt. of my Income In accord
ance with the law enacted In Albiny?

J. A. llENSLER.

Allintown, I'n , December 19.

A Colli Wealiirr Kanaan.

From Ihr Itnltoi Itecoti.
The Iter. January returned home Satur-

day from a trip to Leavenworth and Kan
sas CUT.

Improves With the Years.
r,mn fA Taaek Caotfat.

! When a lis gets old enouth It btcomes
a folklore atory or leend.

WHISKEY IN BOND.

The Lesl Stains of tho Sequestrated

Millions ol Gallons.

To the Editor or the Bun Blr; In
an article on the court decision affect-

ing tho vast stores of liquor In bond,

possible serious effects upon banks hold-

ing warehouse receipts representing such
liquor as collateral for loans nro spoken
of, In fact the whiskey duly bonded by

the Government bofore the war time

prohibition measure was enacted with
tho privilege of tax payment nnd salo
within eight years Is tho real collateral.
And It should bo within the power of the
banks to socure possession or it lor me
Diir'eosfl of renlltlng on loans should pay
ment be in default for any reason,
Should the banks attempt to roallso on

the collateral, negotiublo paper, accepted
as lawful under a decision of the unitou
States Supreme Court, a very Interesting
tase In equity would arise. Tho suit
would necessarily be to recover contiol
pf specified properties sequestrated by an
net of Congress which actually violated
the constitutional provision forbidding
tho Impairment of the obligation of s,

tho Government Itself being one

of the contractors, under a valid law,

with tho distillers or owners.
So far as I can see this situation was

not touched upon In ths decision by the
court In any way to preclude recovery
of control of the property really held
by hanks ns collateral. Such property Is

so rtc.lnlte and specific that It can be
Idriitlfled In every bonding storehouse
under Government control. And It would

reein that an equity court would order
Its release, especially If It could be

shown that the holding by Govern-

ment was for the ultfrlor purpose, ol

waiting for the operation of an amend-

ment and law which might destroy Its
value for tho purpose Intended. The
bonded liquor Is recognized property;
otherwise the Government would not
hold It under contract for the j payment
of taxes and allow It to be represented
by negotiable certificates almost as cur-

rent as greenbacks.
IIenrt C. Maine.

KocHKSTin, December 19.

WAR RISK INSURANCE.

A IlHI Now In Congrcsi Provides for

Lump Snm Payments
To the Editor of Tub Sun Sir; In a

letter nulillshed In Tna Sun of Decern- -

bo- - 1 E. 11. Edwards of Btooklyn Invites
"vour attention specifically to whnt war
risk Insurance really means" and criti-

cises the present method of paying Gov-

ernment insurance In Instalments at ths
maturity of the policy.

The Drcscnt method of money settle
ment nfter tho maturity of tho policy is

not due to a ruling of the Bureau oi
War Risk Insurance, but was stipulated
In an amendment to the war risk Insur
ance act which Congress passed and
which became a law on October 6, 1917.

The only way this method can be

changed is by the will of Congress.
A bill known as the Sweet bill, amend

ing the war risk Insurance act, lately
passed the House of Representatives
and Is now in the Senate. This bill pro- -

vlds Lht "the Bureau o: War illsx
Insurance may make provision in the
contract for converted Insurance for op-

tional settlement, to be selected by the
Inmirod. whereby such Insurance may De

made payable either In one sum or In

Instalments for thirty-si- x months or
more."

With reference to the present Instil- -

nwnt niwliod of unJTnent. one fact Is

not rrnemlV taken Into consideration
In a discussion of the relative merits of

these two forms of settlements, namely,
that 110,000 of Government life Insur-

ance when paid In Hi monthly instal
ments of J57.B0 each in reality amounts
to a total of 118,800. Therefore tne in-

stalment method pays to the beneficiary
of a 110,000 policy 13,!00 mora thtn If
pstrt In a lump sum.

Hmvever. despite the substantial dif
ference In .the amount of money payable
under the two methods, the payment or

the Insurance In a lump sum Is undoubt-
edly favored by a majority of former
service men. And the Sweet bill, with
Its provision for the payment of Insur-n- r

either In one sum or In Instalments
for thirty-si- x months or more. Is strong- -

Iv Indorsed bv R. G. Cholmeley-Jone- s,

director of the Bureau of War Risk In
surance, and by the American Legion,

R. W. Emkrson,
Assistant Director.

Washington, December 19.

flOTcmlnent Insurance Criticized.

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: I
fall to sea the advantage of Government
Insurance over that of the regular com

pany.
For example, a man of !o, married,

nil. rhlld. takes out the cheapest
Insurance offered by the Government
ordinary life policy, for $5,000, for which
h nivi SC. 45 premium a month. If he
dies In two or three years his wife getn

the enormous sum of jzs.ifc a montn tor
hi) months, lust about enough to hire a

furnished room, to say nothing of doc-

tor's bills, funeral and other expenses.
What about the widow of a poor devil
wno can only afford 13,000 insurance,
wno gets 111-6- a month?

m rrular Insurance company a man
can obtain an ordinary life policy by pay
ing only to cents a thousand more tnan
the Government charges, which premium
would be reduced from time to time oy
dividends, nnd at his death hi widow

receives tho face value of the policy.

ivrtfln. This sum would cnaDie ner to
nt .tnrtnl In some employment that
ttoijIo support herself and htr child.

If the War Risk Insurance Bureau Is
aa nrnmnt In vine the first Instalment

s It Is In discharging the obligations of
rtiMhllitv allowance the widow would re
ceive her first payment any-nher-e from
three to six months after the death of

IIia Insured.
Tho only excuse for a man's taking

nut Government Insurance is in case ne
, In such a uhyslcai condi

tion thnt no regular Insurance company
would tike him aa a rlsK. u ne necame

totally disabled the wonderful waiver of

premium and total disability clause
wouia become effective, but the amount,
15.7S a month on each M.000 of Insur-
ance, Is pitifully small.

If this Insurance was something tho

Government was giving a mnn It would

not Do so bad, but he Is paying and get-

ting very little In return compared with
wnat ne can git elsownere.

Hackensack.
Hackensack, , J., December 19.

He Una Xcver licld tho Rank of

To the Editor of The Sun Sir- - A

friend of mine contends that Ccneral
Wood he'd the rank of Lieutenant-Gener-

temporarily while Chief of Staff a
few years ago. I contend that he has
never held a higher rank than that of
Major-Gcnera- l.

Will you please decide which of us Is
correct? E. W. Hall.

New York, December 19.

REALTY MEN FAVOR

FARE ATCOST PLAN

Resolution rnssctl n Remedy

to Unsettled TrnWt
Conditions.

NIXQN DEFENDS ACTS

ntldDcninilUS MOrO lOWCl
t tux

, WOUHl Put UL&l'"i""y
on City Officials.

The public official who n few weeks

ao predicted that unless the transit

situation was speedily adjusted whole-sal- s

riots might ensue could have found

at least some Justification for hla pre-

diction had he attended the mass meet-

ing yesterday of tho Real Estate Auc-

tioneers Association called at 14 Vesey

street to discuss "the present unsettled
transit situation."

Th-- j meeting was called to hear I'ud-ll- c

Service Commissioner Nixon, Job b.
Htdgts and olners discuss the bltuatlon.
Mr. Hedges was uiube to bo prcuent,
bus Cornelius M. Sncelwn and Stewart
Drown contributed a modicum of humor
to the discussion. Hut is to nay, they
did tap to the point whero J. Clarence
Davles, who wns presiding, Interrupted
Air Urowne to know whether those pres-

ent desired to hear any further from
him and the real estate men voted em-

pirically "No!"
The Bertous part of tho discussion was

contributed by Commissioner Nixon,
who reviewed the traction situation In
the light of what he considers necessary
to meet existing conditions, and Inci-

dentally paid compliments with reverse
English to Mayor Hyian and hla asso-

ciates' on tlie Uoafd of Estimate, whom
he charged had failed to do their part
In bringing nbout a settlement, or even
to ii'cet him half way In search for a
Bo'.ulion. Mr. Nixon reviewed the eight
point, which he p;esented last August
u.i , basl for a settlement of the situa-
tion, dwelling particularly on tho Idea
cf the establishment of a flexible fare.

"You real estate gentlemont know
whU It would mean If a faro could bo

agreed 'upon which would ba BUlllcient
to tuko t.lrt i.'3U,U0U,uuu necessary iu
pay the Interest on the city's bond out
of the tax levy," he said.

Why No Klctlblr Fre.
"Why won't the city officials agree to

a flexible fare? I'll tell you why they
won't. It Is because If this was accom-nllshe- d

it would take the securities out
of speculation r.nd the traction situation
out of politics; and they don't want
that."

Commissioner Nixon admitted franklj
to tho real estate men that he felt
keenly tho nbus thnt was being heaped
on him by certain city otilclais and the
repeated Inferences that ho was acting
for the traction companies In permit-
ting a transfer charge and also in- - fall
ing to abrogate Contracts over wnicn
ho explained ho had no jurisdiction
whatever.

'The thing thnt affects me," he went
on, is the apparent uisiiikei uy oi
men who attack the terms of the duit
contracts but make no move to remedy
conditions. I have warm blond In my
veins, and I do resent the Indecent at-

tacks that have been made upon me. 1

have been pictured as a thug, ns a nun
above tho law, ns a man with wnom ac-

cent men should not nssoclate.
"As far as being above the law, i

have assumed no power that I have not
a right to assume. I permitted a 1! cent
charge for transfers In order to save the
patrons of trie lines the other 3 cents."

Mr. Nixon continued to point out
that referonceo to the mistakes of tht
past did not lend to remedy or relieve
exlstlnir conditions. Credit, he said,
could not be manufactured, but had to
be based on existing financial condi
tions. It did no good to refer contin-
ually to the money that tho companies
had made In times gone by. And It

made no difference to him, Commissioner
Nixon wnt on, referring to the now
famous Stone nnd Webster report on

tlu U. R. T. nnd Interborough systems,
thnt some member of a greut appraisal
company occupied an office In the same
building wltn Air. '.Morgan or mai nu
may have played golf with Mr. Rocke-

feller.
"When it was necessary to have an

nnnralBal of a creat property made those
are the people to go to rather than a

five cent brain.

T Scli More Po rr.
Commissioner Nixon said that he was

going to recommend more power for the
Public Service Commissioner or else the
abolishment of the office. "I am going
to recommend," he said, "that a com-

missioner or a commmislon with no
power to control the thing he Is sup-

posed to regulate Is a needless burden
unon the taxpayeis. I will recommend
further that the duties devolve upon the )

municipal officials.. Perhaps, ir tnat
course Is adopteu, tne paunc win
n.f l, the selection oi t'nes4 of- -

ficlals than.they have been hi the past."
Mr. Nixon thought public ownership

and operation might come "In the ful- -

nesa of time," but pointed out that much
had to be done first bjforo such was
praciivauir in v.

Cornelius M. Sheehan, who holds a
place under Alayor Hylan, Interrupted to
KnOW It 11 Was IlUl 111.1 inn. uuui
Brookljn-Stnte- n Island ferry was not
paying. Mr. Nixon agreed that It might
be at last, but even If It was, the. ser-

vice was deplorable.
I.iwrence AlcCIulre. a former president

of the Real Estate Board, said that he
did not want to go on recoid as In fa-

vor or opposed to nn increased fare, but
thought the time had come when the
city olficlals should approach tho prob-

lem with something resembling dignity
and without "the silly, asinine bickering
that (us characterized nttempta so far."

Chairman Davles moved to present a
series of resolutions favoring the appll-catio- ii

of the fare at cost principle, and
It wat then that Stewart B'. ni -
ploying tactics fnmlllar to every mem- -

her of. every Board of Estimate for at
least the last three administrations.
nearly broke Up the meeting. He got in

a fow words, but was shut off finally, and
still protesting left the platform while
the rerolutlons were adopted by n Vive

voce vote.

WHS0IJ FACES SNOW AH H0UH.

Wrapped In Fan Knjnys StoriA

From South Portico.
Washinoton, Dec. 19. Treiidnt

Wi'son enjoyed the first real snov-stor- m

of the winter spending
an hour on the south portico of the
While House wrapped In a fur coat.

Earlier In the morning tho President
wnlkid about his room and the adjacent
corridors for a short time. Rear Ad-

mire'. Grayson, ils physician, said.

REPUBLICAN WOMEN TO MEET.

vTtl(.(inference lie Held In Chl-rn- K

.iMiiuary S.
(.'luiuon, Dec. 19. Members of the

rommltteo on arrangements for the Re-

publican National jConvention next June
have been summoried to meet here Jan-
uary 5, It was announced

The women's division of the party
also has been called to meet t time
and It was said nearly all members of
the national committee, wo. Id meet the
national chairman, Wilt H. Hays.

KM
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The Sun Calenda'r
TIIK WEATHER.

Eastern Now York and southern Now
England Fair to-d- and
rising temperature; moderate northerly
winds becoming variable.

Now Jersey Kalr today and
rlilnr temperature, moderate northwest lml
becomlmr fentle and variable.

Northern New Knslancl-K- air and
probably rlilnr temperature,
moderate ranablo wind! becoming- weit ami
nortliwut.

Western New York-F- air to day ar.d prob-sbl-

aiowly rlalna: temperature,
tenlle to moderate varlablo wlnda,

WAHIIINOTON, Dee, lH.-- Tlu liUturbanfo
that waa central over the mlclgle .MIn,M;p'i
VUlry Thurmlsy moved canuaril, ami filrtay
n!lu in centre was o the middle Atlai'tlit
tu,' , vutiut uio mm iwriiiy-iou- r nojrH

Ml., amurnawe cnusea mioua in tha inlw
Atlantic Stales and ihv Ohio Valley and
tains In the south Atlantic nnd Oulf States.
Hains are alio reported finni tho l'aclflo

iiiuit attcmllnr tho eaitward movement of
atiuituroniico tnat is on the coast of Wash'.
Ington, The temperature has moderated ma.
lerfuily over the Northern Stales east ot
theMloeky Mountain, and It hai fallen lfi
the middle Mlnelislppl Valley and the south
Plains. Statea. The outlocM Is for tineraUy
fair weather and Sunday over
the Swtea .east of the Mlulilipt Myer,
although local rains are probably In Florid
and snow flurrlea In northern Mlchlran to.
morrow YThe temporature will be somewhat
lower In tho aouth Atlantic ami
east Oulfi Stales. Tho tendency will be
toward huher tcmperaturo and
Sunday lnlthe middle Atlantic and Northern
States, the (Ohio Valley and the renlon of the
rrcat lakei

Observations taken at United Stales Wratbrr
Uureau stations at 8 1, M. yesterday, ativenty-fifl-

merldllm time:
llalnfall

Tcmnerature. Bir- - lust l
Stations, IIi(r'i,bow. omeier. lira. Weather

Abilene A it l SU:' .. Cloudy
Albany I, 10 --C 3o..'3 ,u'. Cloudy
Atlantic City,.. 31 2.' :o.l ,M rtaln
llalllmote...... ISO II 30.12 .I'll Snow '

Bismarck m 20 ::.Si .. lt. Cldy
Hoston C ).n .. Snow
Buffalo 10 2 30.28 ., Clear
Charleaton H 30.08 ., Cloudy.
Chlcafo til 22 30.31 .. Clear
Cincinnati 2i u 30.31 .. rloudy
Cleveland 22 12 30.W .. Clear
Denver 2 28 30.10 .. I't. Cldy
Detroit 22 13 80.31 .. Clear
Calveston C8 fl 80.10 . 08 Clear
Helena 40 M 30.18 .. Ft. Cldy
Jacksonville... 65 Y2 30.14 .. Clear
Lot Anrelei..,. 72 rW 30.12 ,. Cloudy
Milwaukee 24 2fi 30 30 .. Clear
New Orleans.., 66 r,V 30.01 ,. Cloudy
Oklahoma City SC I2 80.28 .. Clear
Philadelphia... 22 14 30.18 ,26 Snow
Pittsbura-- 22 18 1 80.28 . 01 Clear
Portland, Me... 18 30.3.! .. Clear
Portland. Ore.. 4 1 38 ( 29.84 .11 Kiln
Salt Lke Clly, 28 20 130.38 .. tlenr
San Antonio... M M 130.14 . Cloudy
San Frantlsco. 38 6) bl.10 .. Cloiuiy
San Dlejro 64 48 ?HS It. Cldy
St. Loul 28 IS 1a .. Cloudy
Wasjlugioii..., 18 14 SG.llri .24 Cloitfy

LOCAL WBATHGR ItlECOnDS.
8 A. ai. 8 P. It.

Ilarnmeter 30.3a 30,17
Humidity 75
Wind direction K. N K.
Wind telodty 12 15,
Weather Snow ) Snow
Precipitation 01) .17

The temperature In this cltj; yesterday,
aa recorded by the official thermometer,
Is shown In the annexed tabl.f:

8 A. M...1S 1 P. M...18 6 P. XI

A. M...17 2 P. SI... 20 7 J'. M. .22
10 A. 11 ... 1? 3 P. M...24 8 I M.
11 A. M...18 4 P. M...23 9 P. M.
12 M 11 6 P. M...24 10 P. A!.

1911'. 1918. Ills. Wi.
J A. M. . .17 30 6 P. M 25 37
12 M ..19 41 DP. M...,2l 3

3 P. M. ,.21 II )2 Jlld 21 31

Highest temperature, 28, nt 6 P. Al
I.owtst tempi rature, 12, ai 1 A. M
Average temperature, 18.

EVENTS TO-DA-

John Shaplcy will lectuio on "Ttio .Monies
of ltavennu' at the Aletioiio.iun jU-.uu- of
Art at I P. At.

Dr. Worncr Marchaiid will lectuio on
"Ilotany" at tho Alanliattan Trade Sdiool,
Lexington iivenue aim Twenty-ueco.i- stixci.
at 8:1.1 P. At.

tixhtbtt of the "Trvasuro of Luhun," col
lection of raro aiaiuuo lypuan Jeueuy,
Alo.ropollian Mum-u.u of A.., o0.,s
lo.' o.:o month.

Por.-tiin-i: lloueo. War Camp Community
Service, opennu of continuous Christma--
week party lor wounacu wut u.m'aiirt I o:.i
mt.luiy d near , until
December 27.

insii i.o.iubilc ball, autp'ccj ol the Slum-IO-

i Cub, im.i'M.ii' the oU'ii.ni- - oi tho
iiHilonwkie drive fo,' liisrt l.eimlui bomJi.
Ceii.ru, oie.a lloaw, s.itet
and Tiuru i.n-nuj-. -

Actohi Kquity Asjotiailou. ft.'et criin! fo.iil

and launching of the Lampa.su 10 iuit& i.ou.
MM lor a uubhuj-e- , Ho.e. Asio. 11 p. M

Limit. Sojniuur Uo i.ica on "Fitm-l-

ArtlHns of tho Elhtcemii Comury." dlth
In the rie9 nn '"llio t,vo.Uiion ot Fmin
Art," au&piis ot tho Freuui iiuiituie in mo'
United stales. M.D t'lftii auiiue, 11 A M

Mouatee ifmo Ur sM.OfO itaz.iai', bcnelii or
the Jortish Ceutio of l..e Kii.i Str.e, I 5 w
1.:.' Stuutou t.ieu., opens commu.nt;
until Deienit"-.- - .1.

Christmas fo.,llval for V.l wo.l'.lna rn'di
anil working women, ampxes ew o4w

1'. u. u.wu ot i.t.,..tf, it
Tlilrty-nintt- i Micel, 6:13 P. It. '

omou uui.,,i ifc j.uii .0 Eanion Hal
Va.ora of t. o ul.'h nuiuuin. ; adorns. y
Da Va'.e.a and omers. LjMn.ton Thu.
Lexlnalo.r uvuiuo aiu r'u.y ttil ttis.. l

P. At. ,1HDbieT Sheltering Jiouje ,

Hotel Pennsylvania, 8 i' M.

Tha Altruists, dunce, iloitl "cimsjlia.i.a 8

'Rubinstein t'lul'. musical, Waldorf Aslorl

Canadian I'ur Cotipiny exhibit In tic WalJ
a a.l day.

Miss M. L. ItejnohK exlitt.lt, aldoif Ai- -

toriu, nil .day.
.Metropolitan Life lmur.uicc i'ompau dm

lie.--, Waldoif-Asinr.a- , 7 P. M.

Hjntt Holler He.ii.nit Company, dinner. M

npi.UIn,!, 7 f

(ioolfel.owshlp dub of Miller ,. In U

l'llth avenue, dinner, dance ami auppci. 1'" "
Astor, 7 P. AI.

Phi Ei nlion PI, meeting and mpper. "oi
Aslor, S P. At.

Tiio .Nativity, ' l'lirlimr.i mf-ie- I"

anj .eno, aciiue, S:;o P. M

cimnh of Silen. uc.nnn.l, mrctnu,
10:43 A. Al.

k s i. meeUn, and entn.-n- -
ewuj..f"?- 1

n j.
Adler's Young Men's Indeiwiidi i,t o

von, enierianmiciu ami nan,

FOR MEN IN UNIFORM

Hancei Vacation ("Int.. r UeH
Thirty-nint- h sliest. 10.JU P. . tnil"1uii
10 cents, Younz Women's I'.illio.lc I'.n iotlc
Chili. 641 Leslnjlon atfiiur (Kift Mrth
street). 7:30-1- P. M. ; Volunteers nf Amend
Service Club (W. C. C. S. Cult No 431

Saveuth aieiine, nt Thlrty-seient'- i sire.it
P. M. : refreihment served i Xma dance.
Borough of Ilrookbn. TentJ-thli- Ites.ment
Armory, Bedford aienuo and Paclrii street
P. M. i tickets M cents.

Luncheon (complimentary). St. Joeph Coun-

cil SnnliP Station (K. of C), 267 West U'l
street. P. M,

Social erenlnj. Central Branch Y W I v..
610 Lnxiiuton avenue (Plfty-tlifti- l street). '. 10

P. M. ; recreation and mu'le.
Vaudeville, lloadtuiartcr Unit N'o. ' A

West Twenty-sevent- street, f 30 P M n
by W. l C. S. Voluntesr Kntcrtalninent B'

Jg- - t
j.ortr.MH.0nt etrect, "Torland, in to pn
nc all day.

WAITS 20 YEARS
TO MARRY SLAYER

Woman at Prison Gates as
His Pardon Arrives.

Special IHtpatch Id Tub S

riMCNSJ Fai.i.r. Dec. 19. Twenty )ej'i
ago Archie AIull was Just a little io t'
than 19 years old and he was engaged
to Miss Stella (.race Howe of Mnrlbore
Mass. They wanted to get married .it
once, but young AIull found that he d d
not hnve enough money to take his n: luc
on the right sort of a wedding tr't

Ho decided to rob his employer. Me'l-Vll- le

II. Ixiril of Nasntl. Rei lace
country, nnd one morning he fn b'w

Into one of the fields of Ul f n
He assort Lord for money. Lord '

fused anil AIull killed him with a.i "

He wns tried nnd sentenced t" t

prlsonment, and for tne last tw-- J
years he 1ms been In JM!. the lat '

yenra In Great Meadow? I'rlwn.
.Lust week (iov. Alfred K. .Smith c

! muted Alull'd sentence and yesterl.i
AIull wns released. And waiting ' ''

him at the gate" was Ali. Howe. w

had remained unmarried an.i oauwn .

for him twenty jears. They wet:
once to the town clerk's ofli. e In lo '
Ann and In less than two hours aflT
Mull was released they were married


