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By JOSEPH COLLINS.

HE name of Havelock Ellis has be-
come very familiar to a large number
of rcaders on this side of the Atlantie.
He has been a prolific writer, and he has
written on subjeets that have a buman, a
prurient or a gossipy iaterest, In the
earlier years of his aciivity it would seem
that be was obessed almost with the sub-
jeet of genesic endowment and abnormal
sex behavior. Then came a period of
mterest in the metamorphosis of women's
status, social, politieal and intellectual.
From that he wandered into the reaslm of
the prophets, true and false, from St.
Franeis to Freud, from Nietzache to
Novicov. Then the plaeid waters of re-
trospective romance attraeted his sail, and

he wrote The Soul of Spain.

The ebullition of his adult ardor havi mg
been calméd by increasing years, by
thought and by contemplation of these
stirring subjects, he glided into the World
of Dreams, where one need not be specific
ol statement or concrete of proposition.
Now thut the sear and yellow leaves of
life begin to throw cooling shadows on
his pathway he invites his soul and brings
forh The Philosophy of Conflict. There
is no eonflict in his mind, however, no
indieation of strife, no attempt to impose
upon others convictions that are the re-
suli of struggle with himself or with
society.

His statemenis, suggestions and eonelu-
sions are ealm, reflective, fireside medila-
tions based upon extensive reading on
subjects that have particularly attracted
him and upon zober refleetion on topies
which to-day so engross the whole world
that even he who has never experienced
copstructive thonght must give heed to
them.

The New Aspect of the Sex Problem
as revealed by the war, The Unmarried
Mouther, The Mind of Women, The Drink
Problem of the Future, Birth Control and
Eugenies, The Philosophy of Conflict, are
some of these subjects, Between them are
interpolated readable, easy-chair anee-
ddtes of historie personages, Luther and
Casanova, and of others likely to become
hirtorie, Joseph Conrad and Alie Fure.

1I.

Havelock Ellis, who 18 just entering
the final decade of the Psalmist’s allot-
ment to man, was born in England, spent
his childhood largely in the Pacitic seas
and his mature youth in New BSouth
Wales, where he earned his bread as a
school teacher. When he wos 20 he re-
turned to England, studied medicine and
qualified as a practitioner. Soon the
eternal question of sex absorbed him, and
a long series of articles, books, so-called
stadies of Sexusl Selection and Man,
Erotie Symbolism, Sex and Society, Evo-
lution of Modesy, &e., eame from his pen.
He is often ealled a sociologist, but the
trained and professional sociologists look
at him askance. He speaks of patho-
Jogieul subjects authoritatively; bul the
medical guild does not know him. He
wriles with the assuranee and style of
the disciplined literature, bat bhe is a
stranger in literary couneils and quill
elubs.

He is an earnest, honest soul. IHis
writings have diverted countless reuders;
some of his divagations have amazed. His
sequisitive fnculties have been developed
at the expense of his eritical faculties.
He is intellectually prebensile, and he has
assimilated of the things that bave been
appetiging to him a lurge smount of
pabulum which he ladles out generousiy
to those who feel the need for this sort of
sustenance.  Although he is acoepted by
many as an aunthority in that ill-defined
field spoken of as sociology he never
writes as if he were laying down the law.

Now (hat the wines that flushed Lueul-
lus are all spilled, and the sirings that
Nero fingered are all gone (with acknowl-
edgioents to \'Ir E. A. I.nlaiuﬁnn) il is
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interesting to hear him on the drink ques-
tion “We are approaching a new phase
of the question. We are being freed
from the dominions of extremists” I
venture to think Mr. Ellis is in error. We
are about to be interned permanently in
the dominion of the extremists. The
present status of the drink problem is
due to the “growth of civilization, and to
the progressive development of demoe-
raecy”

In the chapter devoted to that subject
civilization is defined as “the spiritual
growth of mankind generally.” If there
ever was a generulity, glittering or non-
glittering, this is one. “The spirit of the
prohibition movement in America bears
witness to the fnct that eivilization in
America is still new and erude.” Few
real Amerncans will disagree with Mr.
Ellis,

Ile believes that arbltrnr_y restnet.mns
and prohibitions are “nol in aceordance
with our English spirit. As permanent
nstitutions they are opposed to our na-
tional English geniue™ Without for the
moment attempting to fathom what he
thinks their national English genius is I
cannot agree with him when he says, “We
are not so spiritless that we immediately
consent to be treated like children.” I
wonld eall o his attention ibe shrieks of
the American eagle for the past 144 years
concerning personal liberty, and then
direct his attention to our present spirit-
lessness and meek consent in that condi-
tion.:

II1.

Mr. Ellis's essays eleven and f{welve,
Eugenica in Relation to the War, and
Birtk Conttol and Eugenics should be read
by conservatives just before reading the
novel of another great English sociologist,
Mr. W. L. George, entitled Blind Alley.
By liberals they wounld be more effica-
ciously read after Mr., George's fiction
founded on faet. Chapter thirtesn, War
and the Ser Problem, is wholly unsatis-
factory and inadequate, in truth it may
be said onrevealing, unless read in con-
Junction with Mr. Jobn Galsworthy's
Saint’s Progress.

It is consoling to be told by Mr. Ellis
that “in moral matters Ameriea is rather
couservative and Puritanie, and even the
American facility of divoree is a sign of
an effort lo make marriage a real and
exclusive union,” but it is diffienlt to see
liow this aceords with his statement of
the result of an inquiry carried on among
a large number of elergymen, lawyers,

seachers, doctors, business men and work-

ing men as to their convictions about
murriage; more than one-third of whom
(half of these being ministers of religion)
approved of marriage by mutual agreo-
went without legnl ties.

Mr. Ellis is sometimes amusing as well
as instruetive, But he is nowhere more
amusing in this ook than when he at-
tempis to tell us the vocation of one Dr.
wigmund Frend of Vienna, who, having
mude & commendable contribotion to
psrehology, which has beem found useful
in many spheres of human activity—
pedagogy, hiologv, history, sociology,
the art and seience of theraupeunties—
began (o be bailed by an cxtensive and
various “fringe” of cccenlries as an in-
telleetual messiah. His contributions
Lave been examined, studied, assimilated,
appropriated and ulilized throughout the
eivilized world.

A just estimate has been put npon his
work. 1t iz not likely that Mr. Eliis will
be found to have had a sbaping band in
this just estimate. Freud is an artist,
Mr. Ellis thinks. Ie is an artist “because
ull his earlier supporters have suceessively
left him.” He i1s an artist who reveals his
art “in the poetry of psychic processes
which lic in the deepest and most mysteri-
ous recesses of the soul.” The most beau-
tiful instunce of Freud's “urt” is Lis esaay
on Leonardo da Vinei.  (For me it 1s a most
despieahle and waolgar attempt to be-
smirch the reputation for decency of the
most feeund mind of Leonardo's age.)

Nowhere dors Mr. Ellis so display his
lack ol judicial capability as in the chap
tey on Psychoanalysis tn Kelalion to Ses
The essay on Luther seems to have Liceen
called forth by Luther's 400th hirthday.
It does ol advantage us particularly to
have Luther's |-I| besdn orusn an Il boorizh
temperament contrasted w l|l I' smus; to
know that he was constantly worried
about lits urie ocidy that |--.- was sometimes
unvneesssiul in his sirugeles witi: the flesh
und the devil;
ing was betier when he was very angry,
or tbat e was a trac German becnuse of
“lus close combmaiion of the absiract
with the realistie, of the cmoliopa! with
the matcrish
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From the Study of a Meditative Havelock Ellis

appoint alike antagonist and protagonist
of the English philosopher. The essay on
Mr. Conrad’s world is trivial.

Iv.

In some of these studies Mr. Ells
ecmes back to former shrines, that of
Casanova, for instance. Casanova left
no doubt in the minds of these who read
lis memoirs what the motives were that
pushed him along in his amatory exeur-
sions, It dents bis armor a little to be
told the truth about Justina Wynne,
which an industrious German, Gugitz,
told in one of the German literary period-
icals three or four years before Germany
started in to impose Kultur upon the
world, Justina’s adventures Mr. Ellis
recounts in this chapter.

I eould have wished that he had chosen
a less drab subject than Cowley for his
voncluding essay. Perhaps Mr. Bernard
Shaw would not bave done, nor even Mr.
George Moore, but he might have made an
analysis of Fiona Macleod or synthefized
the antoanalysis that Mr. H. G. Wells has
been making for the past quarter of a
century. Nome of the living being ac-
ceptable, we should have been grateful
for an analysis of Petronius, whose sup-
pressions, substitutions, constellations and
possessions might be readily gatbered
from the Satyricon,

THE PHILOSOPHY OF CONFLICT, By
Haverocs Euus, Boston: Houghton
Miffiin Company.

A Youthful Pre-Raphaelite

I AST year's was a noleworthy crop

of precocious children.  First,
Daisy Ashford, then only the other day
we read of a young English girl, still in
ter ’teens, whose symphonic tone-poem,
Lamia, was eompared not unfavorably
by eertain English erities with the work
of Richard -Strauss.

Now comes Pamels Bianco and her
Flora, a Book of Drawings, with “illus-
trative poems” by Waller de la Mare.
The drawings from which those repro-
duced in the book have been selected
were exhibited at the Leicester Galleries
in London during the spring of 1919,
They are said to have “created a sensa-
tion.”

Aud well they may have. Their ex-
traordinary charm, their uneartbly joy-
ousness, may well have exeited admirers,
I rather imagine, though, that the “sen-
saiion” was caused by the artist’s age.
Bhe iz twelve. This is of course inter-
esting, but it need in no way interfere
with enjoyment of the pictures in and
for themselves.

It is hard to characterize them, I
might decant upon the influence of Fra
Angelico, Gozzoli and Botticelli—this
predominates—but what is more remark-
able is that Pamela Bianco has not only
undergone the influence of the early Ttal-
ians; she seems to possess the very spirit
which actuated them. There is no Pre-
Raphaelite affectation in her decorations;
she is simply a Pre-Raphaelite in spite
of herself; she is a fifteenth century ar-
tist,

I am tempted simply to refer you to the
book, without trying to deseribe the pic-
tures. I ean, however, tell you a little
of the way in which the pictures affect
me. Take The Flowery Meadow. Hera
sitling in a conventional green field, stud-
ded with flowers, is a nude child—an an-
gel, one perecives, with violet wings, The
angel gares beatiically at nothing; she
15 content merely to be sitling in the
meadow. Just beyond her rises a non-
deseript tree whose deep green leaves
fill the top of the picture. A rabbit—
the rabbit seems a favorite pet of the ar-

tist—springs up from the grass toward
the angel.

The eolor effect ean nol be deseribed;
it affects one as does a filteenth century
Italian fresco or a French tapestry of
the best period.

Fairy Spring is a little cruder in
drawing, but perhaps better as pure dec-
ox_‘ution; the fairy's gown is a master-
plm.

The pictures muost be seen. [ eannot
hope to eonvey an adequale impression
of their eharm. I might speak of Mr.
de In Mare's verses, but even he must
admit that the pictures are the thing,
He has seized upon the primitive spirit
of the drawings and written verses that
harmonize with it. The most sucessful
harmonization has been effected in For-
giveness. The pieture is a simple black-
and-white—two angels of Jupanese de-
sign. The lines run:

O thy 'flamed check,

Those locks with weeping wet,
Fyes that, forlorn and meck,

Ou mine are set.

Foor hands, poor feeble wings,
Folded, a-droop, O sad!

See, 'tis my heart that sings
To make thee glald.

My mouth breathes love, thou deur!
All that I am and kvow

Is thine. My breast—draw noar;
He grieved not so!

BoH, C

FLORA: A BOOK OF DRAWINGS, By
Pampra Braxco, With illustrative poems
I;y Warrer pr Lo Maxe  VMhiladelphia:

. B. Lippincott Company,

HE Marshall Jones Company of Bos-
ton announces for Janunary and
February: The Joke About Housing, by
Charles Harris Whitaker; Lindy Loyd,
a story of the Kentucky mountaineers hy
Marie C. Hoffman; Chuckics, “limsricks
and lumorons verse” maybe the
limericks are humorous too) by John Car-
ver Alden; Religion and the New Paychol-
ogy, by the Rev, W. 8. Swisher: The
School of Sumpathy, reminiseent essavs
and verse by Julian Arnold.
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