] Dwarf Ind

i

§ I, e T IR S e g - - o

SUN,

SUNJAY, JANUARY 25, 1920,

ian Tribe

In Venezuela Wilds

Explorer Tells of Strange People Who
Live in Region of Eternal Fog and
Get Drunk Once a Month

SPLORATOINS into hitherto un-
E unknown forests of Venezuels hy
Theodore Ds Booy of the Ameriean
CGeographical Bociety and the Museum
of the University of Pennsylvania
have bronght to the knowledge of eth-
nologists & race of dwarf Indians that
live in ap eternal fog, far more impene-
trable than that of London, and whose
mombers get drunk regularly once a month,
Mr. De Booy also lins located a treas-
ure cave that will be of eounal interest
to the archmologist and to the secker of
gold, deep in a wilderness that ‘ot even
the Indians will penetrate.

In full sight of the mouptain at the
baso of which the eave is located the ex-
plorer wag forced to turn back becauso
his Indian guides and earriers refused to
cortinue the journey, One of their ren-
sons wus & lnck of food, but the princigpal
objection apparently was a superstitious
fear of the spirits of warriors buried in
the cave after a greal battle told sbout
in their traditions. The mountain is near
the bogder of Venezneln and Colombin,

Cave Holds Treasures.
“IL is quite probuble, almost certain, in
fact,” snys Mr. De Booy in a récent issue

of the museum Jowrmal, “that this burial
eave containg archwological trepsures of
the highest value. Our archmological re-
gearches proved without a doubt that the
entire region had at one time been in-
habited by the Arhuneos, a tribe of which
a swall remnant still lives in the Sierra
Nevadn of Santa Marta, The Motilones,
which ineludes the Macons, were evidently
eomparative neweomers to the region and
had either driven out the Arhuseos or had
killed them off, probably only a short
while before the Conquest. Researches
by other archwologists have proven that
& similar oceurgence took plaee in the
Goajira Peninsuln directly to the north
ward, aud that the Goajirns supersedind
the Arhuacos in this latter regiou.

“The burial cave, therefore, probably
containg Arhuncan specimens, and as the
Arhuncans were excellent workers in gold
and liad guantities of gold ornaments it
will be seen that the chances of this cave
containing gold ornaments as well as
burial objects of other kinds are very
good. Two days before coming witlun
gight of the peak in which the caye was
to be found, the Indians bad shown me
certain regions where evidence eould still
be seen of former clearings, These elear-
ings were of considernhle age and were
only distinguished from the surrounding
woods by the fact that the frees were
not quite as large and the undergrowth
of lesser density.”

Mr, De Hooy landed at Maracaiho and

spent two days on horseback erossing the
plain to La Horqueta, one of the last
outposts of ecivilization in’ Venexueln, He
bad to pass part of this time over a nar-
row and gloomy trail through a wilder-
ness abounding with tigers, jaguars, wild-
cats, monkeys and deer—~Bevond this for-
est is & groat plain and back of that the
mountaing with their bheads lost in the
fog. “While the ultitude of these moun-
tains is not suffleiently high to make them
snow covered,” savs the explorer, “the
fog and mists at fimes would almost muke

ope think that the summits were covered
with snow."

In the days of the Conquistndores La
Villa, a little town along the route to La
Horqueta, was the starting point for ruid-
ing expeditions into the Indian territory
to the south of the Rio Negro. The
town is filled with ruined foundations of
houses and a quaint old church still
stands, It is said to bo the oldest in that
pact of the country.

Nine hours' travel through the jungle
from La Horqueta De Rooy eame to tha

settlement of Machiques, outside of which
bo found mombers of the Tueueus Indiany,
who eome down to the mountains to work
oveasionally in exchunge for hoop iron,
eutlasses, bends, iron ecooking pots aud
nxes. “The Tueneus are a very shy race,”
the explorer observes, “and only eame
when they were in need of ironmongery,

“The researchies of this expedition
proved that the Tueueus, the Irapenos, the
Purivis, the Macoas, the Rio Negro and
the Rio Yasa Indians all belong to the
great Motilone family, The various sub-
tribes derive their names from the rivers
to the south of Machiques, the headwaters
of which they feequent. For many cen-
turies the Montilones have proved to be a
myatery nnd the information we have of
them, in ancient and contemporary litera-
ture, 15 very geant and for the greater part
untrustworthy.

“They are to-day regarded with great
dread by the Venezuelans, who are unwill-
ing to penctraté’into their mountnin re-
treals, a fact whieh is perhaps not to be
wondered at whep one considers the say-
age veputation that was given to the In-
dians by the early settlers. Perhaps the
clearest proof of this fear can be found
in the mention of the Motilones by A.
Erunst, who statea:

“4The Motilones are an almost unknown
tribe, which, sinca the time of the Con-
quest, have remained in a completely sav-
age state, living on the humid mountain
slopes of the frontier between Venesueln

——————
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and Colombid. There are no means to
make them give nn the life of savage
thieves to whirh they are aconstomed. No
ona hag, up to the present time. seen the
plantations of the Montilones, or known
with certainty if they have any fixed
abode. Lopez on his map of Venezoeln,
Madrid, 1787, adds to their names the no-
tiee “the worst Indigna that exist,” which
even in our days 15t the current opinion of
the inlinbitants of the neighboring re-
gions.' "
Turvuen mnners were sent out o re-
-_ﬂl:l‘st ,fur Da ihlrl".' the ]ri'i'l i]i‘;{n‘ of visil-
ing the Macons, . Most of the Tueucus
thought he was erzy and predieted that
he would never return, but fnally the
permission was obitained. Carrving only
a camera, nn aneéroid barometer and a
compass, and tinding even that very much
of a lond, Do Hooy spent two days climb-
ing up and down an almost invisible
* mountain trail, with cight Tuenens CATTY -
ing his bagghge. At the end of the fivst
day of travel he run into the Log vountry,
“Practically every day roll
down the mountaing at about midday”
be says, “and one spends the balanee of
the day in an enveloping fog which makes
one forget that the equator is but ten de-
grees distant.”  Weather was so enld that
at night the explorer waus forced to use
two blankets, Deseribing the setiloments
of the Macoas, he says:

the  1mists

“No two huts are fonnd in elose prox-

mity. In faet, these Indiuns appear (o

American
. |

RANCE has just missed being taken
by the enemy in feat of arms,

but by Jove she is Dbeing peace-
fully invaded by foreign business
menn in a way that would alarm

any other nationality but the French.
They do not seem (o care, the more the
merrier, € long as any human being or
eombinntion of beings bave something
good to offer. And in the matter of
films the Americans have the centre of the
gtage, the Parisiuns themselves say so,
American films occupy more than one
half of every programme at every cinema
palace in the French eapital, and every-
where one hears nothing but praise of
them,

It took the American films to educate
the French into the belief that movie
showy are not the vulgar and uninteresting
thing they first conceived and that a
first class actor or actress might act for
s cinema play without falling into dis-
grace and becoming wholly déeclasse
(unclassed), So much for our educational
aystem.

Americans Spend Money.

“The Amerieans are not afraid to spend
money in order to procure perfeetly acted
films,” that is what the Freneh profes-
gional people say, While the Irench
firms, they say it themselves, are so ufraid
to have 20 franes’ worth of flm spoiled

* they hurry the artists through their roles
and are not willing to have an imperfeet
seene acted over again for féar of the
extra expense. Aldo, they eriticise them-
saives and their own, French actors and
setresses overdo their parta, so they say,
they muke grimaces and go into ull sorts
of extraordinary econtortions, under the

& impression that they must exaggerate

/

Ny

Films Tak
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YOUNG MEN “WITH BOWS and” ARROWS

trike plessure in living as far removed
from each other as possible, which may
be die to the eternal fights they woge
pmopg themselves, Eaeh hut 18 on a
geparate hilltop, so that while the entire
village is within halling distance, it often
takes ny mueh g half ng hour to go from
one abode to another, by first deseend-
ing one slope snd then nsdending the
other, Their clearings and plantations,
on which they grow yuces, swect pola-
toes, corn, bananas, plantaing and yams,
are also far removed from their huts, so
that it frequently takes a man the half
of a day wlmost to walk to his farm,
Why this is &0, when the hill slopes di-
reetly underneath the Indian’s nbode ure
just as well adapted to agricultural pur-
poses, I cannot state, and inquiries failed
Lo give a logical explunation.”

Offered All the Booty.

In a long stay with this tribe,”during
whiel he studied their mannérs, customs
and language, De Booy's chief diMeulty
wis in avoiding the invitation of the
chief to join in an expedition agoinst the
Rio Negro Indians. The Macoa chief of-
fered to give him all the booty taken in
the shape of hows and arrows, The Ma-
cons really are a race of dwarfs, the av-
erage height of the men being five feet one
inch, and that of the women four fect
oght inehes, The fivst thing they did for
De Booy, who is more than six foet tall,
was to build him a hut about four times
ns large ag their own.

e Booy found the Indians so eurious
and so persistent that he had to ask the
ehitef to build a stockade to “keep out the
children,™ In this he did his photographie
work. The natives had never before secn
a white man of light complexion and Da
Booy was a constant source of wonder to
them. 1In spite of their warlike tenden-
vivs he was never in danger except at the
second “Cluea feast,” coneerning which
He says:

“Perhaps one of the most intercsting
enstoms of the Maeons 18 the Chien fenst.
They indulge in this feast almost every
month when the moon is full, and it was
gond fortune to attend one of thesa
feasts and my had fortune to sttend a see-
ond one afterward, The first prepara-
fion of the feast is the blowing of conch
ghells.  This is done with grent persever-
anee and monotony for an entire after-
noon, That same night the wife of the
giver of the feast grinds the mnize from
which the ehiea i3 propared,

“The following mornmg the erushed

my

e the Parisian Movie Fans

Disregard for Expense and Superiority of Screen Drama Give
Yankees Great Advantage Over French Producers

beeause of the absence of speaking parts.
That is their mistoke and causes their
downfall and their ruin,

Another thing. Up to very reccotly
such namby-pamby plays wers chosen
that they were nauseating to the intelli-
gent publie, being only fit to amuse school
children and their governesses. It is true
that for a long time only American films
showing all sorts of horse-play and low
comedy aets were turned in the Paris
cinemas.

But now that the good films are being
produced, films that cost money, those
with a purpose, and those showing some
of our magnificent seenery, the fame of
the Ameriean fllm is growing from day to
day. The home production on the econ-
trary bas fallen 8o into disgrace, not only
for its mechanical defects, but for its pur-
pose as well, that the big flm companies
are beginning to realize they will have to
“get a move on,” or else sink down to
oblivion and the disaster consequent.

Not content with sending their films
broadeast all over Europe, the American
movie companies have now descended
upon the country em maosse. They say
they have filmed all the seenery there is
to film in America, and they are at their
wits' ends for new subjects as well as for
new scencry. So here they are, as Paris is
unqnestionably the intellectual as well as
the geographieal ecentre of this world's
activities, more 2o than ever sinoce the war.
If a man wants to gée another on no mat-
ter what kind of business e has only to
come to Paris and sit down at a eafe, and
he will surely see his man go by sooner

or hq.

This is the gist of a conversation lenrd
between two film men bere the othier day.
They bail from California (the Universal
Film Company, Universal City). *“Wa
have been in Berlin,” they aid, “to Buda-
pest and to Vienna, and what do yon
think; the very men we were looking for
wero right here in Paris alM™he time, and
we had to go to Germany and Aunstria to
find 1t out. !

Talk about stalking game! When it is
a question of unearthing n man, men of
talent and reputation, you insy trust the
American every time, e has n nose for
news and the unerring instinet for u
“good thing” that is not equnlled by thosa
of any other nationality, and he has also
what Talleyrand recommended—andaee,
de Paudace, et encore de Vaudacs!
Cheek, we call it. He will azk a pope or a
king to do a stunt for his fllm as easily
as he would nsk a beggar to pose befors
his implacable camera.

Californians Make a Hit.

These Californin men have hit the bulls-
eve severMl times already sinee their ar-
rival in Paris. Thero are iwo of thon,
the business manager and the artistie di-
rector, and between them pretty much
everything is game {hat ecomes within
reach of their dragnel. While the busi-
ness manager ecorrils a Pdris fllm eon-

cern and sells him a fow dozen films, or~

rushes off to Brussels where he performs

ditto, the dartistie director, who speuks

five langunges as to the munner born, has

landed—Brieux, the sons of Leon Tolstoy,

Anatole Franee, the son of Susirm, the

gon of Jules Verne, Flammarion, the
-

vt

world renowned nstronomer, {o say noth-
ing of half a dozen of the most notwd
Frenel netresses and actors, and now all
these are working like beavers for the
Universal Film Company, and it would
not \be astonishing if between now and
next summer these munngers charterod a
ship and carried off the whole brains of
Franes to Universal City, California,

Writers Are in Demand.

Nor is this all. American writers and
artists of talent over bere are not being
overlooked, and there are a number. Mrs.
John Van Vorst, in private life Mrs,
Hugite Le Roux, is working on something
mysterious. Mrs, Anna Bowman Dodd,
wio hss just eseaped to New York to
look after the proofs of her new book, “Up
the Seine to the Battle Fields" (Harper's),
was seduced bafore leaving into eonsider-
ing a proposition for her book “On the
Knees of the Gods” a book on “heroie
Greeee.  Whether these men finally sue-
eeeded in invading the sanetum of M.
Edith Wharton in Rue de Varennes they
would neither afftrm nor deny, & man
néver likes to admit that he has been
beaten, even onece,

Eugene Brieux, the famous perpetrator
of “La Femme Senle” (Woman Alone)
and other similar “outrages,” is said to
be surpassing hinsclf, He has got his
play, “Les Ameriesing chea Nous” (The
Ameriesns in Franee), under way, and
now he is filming a seenario for these two
California  sleuths, who simply stood
gudrd on his door step with drawn
revolvers, so to speak, until on'the tempta-

tion of the dollars he too sucoumped.

muize 15 fied up in small bundles, envel-
nzu'l] in Il‘;l\'t"ﬁ ;mll couked for ahout an
hour, The maize pellets are then laid in
the sun to dry, after the wrapping lias
been pemoved, and they develdp a ecover-
ing of fungi through partial fermentation,
The day prévious o the feast these pellots
are placed in a hollowed out log, with
ctushed ripe bansnss and crushed sweet
otatoes. Waler is poursd on this mix-
rum nnd fermentation commences imme-
dintely,
Drink Four Hours.

“The following day, amid frantic blow-
ing of coneh shells, the feast eommences.
At timst, the merry making is mild. Some
monotonous singing takes place, but the
participanis pny more attention to the

imbibing of the liguor than to the duncing °

and the singing.  After drinking for about
four hours, the Indians generanlly becoma
guarrelsoma and want to light among
themselves, Ib I8 n point of etiguette
among the Macous to finish the entire
brew of chica and by down one would see
the few mombers of the tribe that were
still gble to walk making a weary attempt
to empty the wooden troughs.

“The seeond chics fopst which T wit-
nessed proved to be a trifle more thrilling
than the first. Two of the Indians had
harbored a grudge agoinst thelr wives

and deelared at the ontwot thot they wors
poing to kil them. As the Mu g hiaid
not vel imbibixl enough ehica |

1 em unrearonable, 1 interforod and w

gued withithe mean, telling them that there
woere hat ﬁ'w women in the teibe and that

thefe would he o serious shortage o thes
Killed the two, My arguments (iually pr
vailed.

“Shortly aflter this, fwo youths I
a fleht with their bows, nged ns @ gquarier-
staff, and sueceedod in giving coch other
soveral gashes. Some of the Todiana, by

now very much exdited, brought up

subject of a fight ot the previous foast
when two brothers attempted ta kil theie
brother, the ehief. Scome time helore the

fight I had been dostoring the dhoet, a T
ble ‘old man, for dyspepsin nnd hud sue
ceeded in improving his comdition.  The
Macoas now claimed thot it was dpe |
this improvement that the
come helbgerent and  had
fight with hig two brothers, ps previons
to my coming he had always been ¢
tent to allow his hrothers
I had little difficulty

I really hod no pad

to hove their
wiy. i persuiding
them {hat
quinrrel”

~
by Storm
No, that is not quite fair {0 say
Brienx. He way think of the dollus

he sure, but he dearly loves these problom
plaiys and things for the uplifiing of
humanity, and he las gone wad with en-
thusinsm  over this  scenurio lop the
Amerienn filn compony, Iy 15 to be

something maognificent; and will entail a
visit to Greece, and ineidentally o com-
pany of French players is being specally
engaged for this utoplan dream, what-
ever it is. Nothing i3 being overlooked,
and a jury 18 being formeld willi Sarah

Pernhardt as chief to select the sctors
and actresses best sutted to the various
roles, These are to be peed over hove, and

naturally will find their way to Unliforni,
to Universal City, Inter on. A number of
other compunies are already in activg
operation for this giguntic concern in
other parts of the country, notably in
Italy and in Hungarin, Whew!

Daly at Work Already.

, Amold Daly, the Bean Brummel of
New York I beliove, is actively at work
“edueating” a French film company up to
American ways out in the suburbs of
Paris somewhere, Mr, Daly is doing
“When We Love,” a film by Pierre De-
courselles, in ten instalments, and he
expeets this to go big in Ameriea. Inei-
dentally he is perfeetly erazy abont Mma,
Deselos-Cuitry's  “play,” the play of
conrse, but Cupid is standing ont there
near his place behind a tree, his fat sides
shaking with laughter, and he lins not an
arrow left in his quiver. They are all
in Mr, Daly’s breust, “L'Heare Exquise,”
it is a taking title, and “When Wo Love™
is another. Mr. Daly would like to re-
place the Fregeh artist in “L'Heure Ex.
quise” in the New York produetion, if
Mme. Guitry gets away from Madrid and
as far as Ameriea with it,

Sumerian Tiles Tell

Of Life in 210( B.C. |

Revival of Adam and Eve Translation
Draws Attention to Other Interesting
Facts About Cultured Race

IEN Stephen Herbert Langdom,

M. A, B. D, Ph, D, sueceeded
Dr. A, H. Sayeo in (he chair of As-
s}';'iuTngy at Oxford his appointment
wis considered to be a recognition of
American seholarship, Prof. Langdon
was born at Monroe, Mich,, on May 8,
1876, studied at the Mogroe publie school,
was graduated as B. A. at Michigan Uni-
versity in 1808, and as M. A. a year later,
Other {itles came {o him, such as B. D,
from the Union Theologieal Seminary of
New York eity, 1003, and Ph, D. in
1004 from Columbin University., He as-
surmed hia duties at Oxford in 1008,

Four years were occupied by him while
in ¢charga of the lﬂ]h‘\'luniuu geotion of
the University of Penusvivania in trans-
lating the Sumerian tahlets discovered in
exeaviations pear Nippur in ancient Baby-
lonin, The fivst of these held the “Epie
ol Parnlise, the story of the Flood and
the Full of Man," the gecond comprised
the Sumerinn liturgieal texts, No. 3 is the
“Epie of Gilgamish,” a sorl of Semilic
Siegfried, and the fourth, just translated,
covers the liturgies and psals of that
ancient people. While most of the 30,
000 tablets which form the magnifleent
volleetion of the Pennsylvania University
date from about 2,100 years before Christ,
eortain of them go back to 4,000 years
hefore Christ.

Ixeept that they were a subject people
of the Babylonian kings, nothing histor-
ieal is known of the Sumerians, or of
their origin, or of the event which car-
ried them to Nippur. The Buabylonian
wos o Sunitie race, the Sumerian wasn’t,
nnd the doetors do not know how to class
the race. It reveals in the tablets a very
Ligh degree of culture,

Renewed interest in the fablets came
Inst weck in stories printed in the news
columns c¢onserning the story of Adam
and Eve and the Garden of Eden. The
exoneration of Eve from hlame in the
tablet story stirred much comment, though
a translation of this featurs was made
public several years ago,

The Sumerian “Epie of Paradise” tells
crention mien by o woman

L 1 - l].:l‘., l"ll!!l]ll-n' e very 1‘]][_‘.‘
' the tabicts.  The existence of Paradise

i the fivst man o

of the ol

O enjoy it was a

lonely one, a8 no belpuueet was made for

him, In other words there was no Eve
ntil after the fall.
Zingddu, who eoems to corrdspond to

e
minine ereator, nmd  after
I the

Pablienl Naaly, was saved Mrom
flood by his 1
L
nother clignics

Heligve: hanselt,

fortitddom tree

wolers he was given
i Puridize,. He conldn’t
of the fruit of the
was expoellod from
1

ny il

rectssion o

ate
and
when lie went fo. wor
pialied I thia

utterly without blemish in

Eden.  Later,

wils lin. Wilk
' b &] {4

et chardetor,
Might Have Lived Long.
1 Nanh

W

ld not transeressed the lnw
eaten of (the {m th
lerendl the tree of life), he wounld lLave
lived 50,000 years like Lig aneestors. Tl
the tahlet of Paradize 15 told
like i form and mig
I[l" |T' :‘l"li:‘-"‘1 s ll i:“.’!|]'. .\“I..‘l.ll. .I'|'..I|‘
Fnil, firs e 4 i "
Parodize, hero ealled THomn, on
t ol the Armbim G
a hundreed miles from the mouth, of the
Fizrel
A muistndien aden

chEsin tree

story nof

mudch Chenosie

whom she Hte

I

spoms to he the ]\I"‘-

varling one abiout these treasures of the

Pennsylvama University by tho prrsons
wlho have only read of them. They think

the tablets

nre sumhle affaivs, Im foet,
they are very smulls most of them heing
abont 3 by 4 mehes, while there are a
fow 5 by It i& not the loast wonder
about  them that so mueh hos been

erowded o these small surfaces by the
antique gravers, A tablet 5 by 7 inches
the of the ereation, the
fall, the flood and the saving of Noah
anid i family, wlo were fo multiply
Othep 1.'1?1]1’!«, Lo
larger, lold even more writing when the
liturgical hymns and religious customs

hinlds logends

mio u new world.

were the subjeet.

Certain tnblets have suffercd tepribly
at the tecth of time, and wany were
broken and paris lost in the process of
excavation, There 18 accordingly a lack
of continuity about many, and in the ense
of the liturgical code of Hammurabi,
King of Babylon about 2000 B, C., part
of the origial record was cut away by the
conquerors of that king, who then added
the acccount of their own trinmph. This
15 a big stone nine feet or so in height,
of diorite—an metamorphic rock.

Eliminating obvious legendary lore snd
the lies that are poetie in most histories,
ths tablets on view at the Pennsylvania
University under Curator George Byron
Gordon, P'h. 1., provides a history of the
human race as it existed in this valley
to 1400 B, C. The later tahlets were
discovered forty yvears after the Baby-
lonian tablets, and it is thess which Prof.
Langdon has added to our enrious slore,
Whoever the Sumerians were, in religions
matters they had a gront influence, sat-
ting an example of form of wordip,
prayer and song that influenced even
the Jews, and is said to be the beginning
of every antique form of worship.

Interesting as theso records of religious
ceremony are, ihly are surpassed in vital

interest by the necounts of everyday life
a8 it was lived thus anciently in the
Euyplhrates valley, Thero is hardly a
small item of the daily life of these peaple
that isn't pictured on these tablets, And
they show all sorts of writing of the
Sumerian characters, from the incomplote
or badly formed to the highest art, which
gives o resemblance of a jewelled deco-
ration to the tablet on which a master
worked,

At this period there was » il ser-
vice and in the collection are a nifmber
of intimate letters, some of them love
letters, others dunmng letters, and still
others that ure orders for food supplies
and goods sent to merchants, The leftors,
although written on soft vellow slone,
wers placed in o stone envelope, go thin
o5 to bo almost, but not quite, transparent
and attached to the missive wias o postage
stamip which resembled o hickorynut in
size and shape. One of these lettors s
from a young man to his sweetheart up-
brawding her for not writing to him, and
adding:

“If T am no longer in control of you
plesse send back the money 1 advanced
to vou and woe will ecall it off.”

The money that this provident lover
sought to recover amounted, so it was
snid, to &2,

Inns at this epoch were conducted by
women of a cerfain olass and these
women were frequently hauled up before
magistrates on the complaint of trav-
ellers, So it seems that Dame Quickly
existed ns o fype ages before Shake-
spenre

Also Used in Schools.

The same little soft stone lublets were
nsed as slites in the schools, and the eol-
leetion shows & number of these where
the pupils were of various grades of enl-
ture  On one half of the tublet the
teachor set her copy of verses or an arith-
metieal problem, and on the other half
the pupil did his lesson, One of these
school tablets exhibits the mark of the
goholar’s thumb, hnes on the skin, &e,
where he had robbed out his work.

There are wedding contracts galore in
which the bride gives an exlinustive inven-
tory of Ler jewels, dresses, silver; vessels,
slaves, &, Thespecifieation is madoe that
if her bushand repudintes lior atier the
weddimg slie 18 to hava all Ler goods back
and he in addition 13 to pay her alimony.
Une young person who married o son of
n priest ol the Goddess Ishbar demanded
4 guarantes of  her future from
fnther-in-law as well as her spouse to b,

The inhabitants of the town of Seppar
memorinhzed a King of Babylon abont
their taxes, elpiming thit these woere go
heavy that t.;n‘_‘.' could not live and Py
||!v Tk

the

Virious suits at lnw are preserved
in the sgme way, one being o petition of a
grotp ot persons that a eertain eify shonld
not be permitted fooent  biglivay through
Hl to
the Supreme Conrt and decided in favor

thowe property.  This suit was earr

Lown,

of the
% . ’ 5
one tatlel 13 the advertizement of a

LI
pirse of money which hiad been found by
w lonest man in the year 2000 B. C.
Mups of various kinds and sizes showing
the location of roads, wells and ennals aro
common.  These were for the convenience
ol trade, which was of course entirely var

And when o tnrn-
vaneer lost the goods consigned to lim by
no foult of his own, althoush this 1..;;
inay have thrown him into bankmptey,
there was a law altmost previsely like the
one m use to-day to declnre him free of
these debts. If an the other hand it wus
proved that he had stolen or by negligence
lost his consienors’ Eoois, thin lie

riedd on by earnvan.

Wis
anld aw o slave

The Sumertan language wos a veal lan-
guage, and in th
plapatoey of vowels and consonants, tnbles
of weights and measures, &, There is n
hoek dealing entirely with the verh, and
another whuse subject matter is the prep-
osition, Prayer books and hymn books
are shost onelnlf of the colleetion.

Many Libraries Existed.

It mny surprise some people (o learp
that in Mesopotamin in that fur off time
there exisiod hbravies like the Carnegie
labraries, that 18 in point
For every quarter of a eity there appears
to have been i library and there were
numerougs viceulnting libraries, Lists of
hooks given that were loaned and
had to be returned with the payment of a
smull fee. If these books wero kept out
over a certain specifled time then the
borrower must pay a fine. One such list
is duted 2400 B, C.

An inheritance law, probably the oldest
in the history of the world, is eclearly
given. It shows that the child who re-
nounees bis sonship and takes his shars
is legally =eparated by his parents snd
s mo Turther elaim upon them, Striet
lvws were passed in vegard to orphans
mnd their  adoption,

In his introduction to the yolymes re-
ferred to, Dr, Langdon said:

“We are on safe ground in assuming
that the sages who wrote our epios of
the fall of man knew of the deeply rooted
tradition in Babylonia, This was that
man by n sin had brought on himsclf
the greatost eatastrophie, the loss of long
life. T believe that the priestly seribe
who told the narrative in Hebrew pursned
his investigation beyond Semitis poems
of Bubylonia, rehearsed by the Canagnites
before the Hebrew eaptivity.”

rerords are tahlets ox

of number,
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