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American Agitators Are Blamed for Vital Immigration Loss
Many CauseSuch
Unrest Among For-

eign Born That Pan-

ic Stricken Workers
Depart or Join An-

archist Ranks and
Are Deported An-

alysis of Century's
Figures of Human
Tide '

, -
By JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON.

'TPIIIS country ia in the dcptlfe which

usually havo preceded another
risfl in tho upward curve of immigration.
The question how bcfbro'uB is,. "Will the
wave come again?" TJiero pro thoso who
maintain that there will bo recession of
the crest of tho foreign born. Before

'

going into this question let us consider
tho conditions, which havo como and gone.
It is no now Macedonian cry which vthe
United States of America raises eye'ry
few years when tho multitudes from othe:
shores arc not brought hither on the
economic surge. '

Tho chart recently prepared by the
United States Bureau of Immigration,
covering tho last hundred years is full
of dips and ascents. From the time that
our country declared its independence in
1776 up to 1820, when this curve begins,
only 250,000 aliens had been admitted.
When the broad reaches of the Northwest
Territory needed ' development and the
star of empire was seen to tho west-

ward, tho demand for immigrants grew
apace. A lidal wavo'set in, about 1850,
toward this land of promise. At first
came the stalwart Irish and In tho middle
of tho last century thousands of indus-

trious Germans driven by a revolt
agajust Prassianism, came here seeking
a new hazard of fortunes.

Although the love of liberty, is not to
be gainsaid, the primal impulse which
brought so many to these shores was the
desire for better wages and larger indus-

trial opportunities. As long as they had
the prospect of high pay and improved
living conditions and plenty of work the

.spring ttdo of immigration flooded Castlo
Garden.

Causes for Declines.
Then came various declines in the curve.

One was caused by the civil war; another
by the'panic of 1877; a third by tho pas-sag- o

of tho Chinese exclusion act, albeit
a very slight one; then a drop due tq the
passage of the contract labor law. The
financial crisis of 1897 not only kept
many immigrants from coming here, but
sent many in haste back to their old
homes. A season of depression and un-

employment set in about 1910 and the
result was another slump.

Tho social holocaust of tho European
war caused a breaking vx of (ho estab-
lished order throughout the world. Tho
immigration to the United States was cut
down to practically nothing. In the list
year of tho war it was about 200,000 and
tho year 1919 shows that there were ad-

mitted to these United States 140,000 im-

migrant aliens, exclusive of first 'cabin
passengers and tourists.

Foreigners had been coming into the
United States to do our work at the rate
of 1,000,000 a year. They did not an
take up a permanent residence here, for
the returns show that from 30 to 40 per

'cent, of as many as arrived went back

(
whence they camo? Some of these immi-'granl- s,

especially the Italians, were bird3
of passage. They worked here f a few
months of the year and returned to their
native land to play the man of means for
a season.

Thus in tho ordinary course of affairs
had tho stream of emigration of tho
foreign born from this country not been
stemmed, a million or so would have made
their accustomed trips to the lands of
their birth. Against the 141,000 who
cariio hera last year, 123,000 returned.
That there were not more of them who did
so-r- t6 due to the scarcity of shipping
nnd'to the many hard conditions of the
war.

Fear a General Exodus.
Economists now fear a general exodus

of tho foreign born. The Interracial
Council declares in a recent statement that
for tho four years before, tho war the
average immigration was 594,809. It hasj. . .

ous nationals in 1M. .inlrv nnd rnort.,
that a grand total of 1,400,000 laborers,
mostly unskilled from mines nnd fac-

tories, are about to depart. Tho racial
groups are given as follows:

- Poles, 300,000; Italians, 300,000;
Russians, 150,000; Hungarians, 150,000;

60,000; Lithuanians, 50,000; Ukrainians,
50,000; Greeks,' 40,000, and about 200,- -
000 of other races.'

According to these figures American
industry is short about 4,000,000 immi-
grants of the class on which this country
depended for unskilled labor. It is be-

lieved that tlie immigration 'or 1920 will
only be 300,000 or 400,000, or les3 than
one-thir- d of normal.

This country has always needed for
its development a large number of immi-
grants, for tho second generation as n
class does not cope with its fathers in
hard manual labor. The production along
many lines lias decreased 40 per cent.,
o fact which has been traced by somo
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engineers to lack of labor. In this indus-

trial crisis there is grave concern in many
quarters, for other countries beside tho
United. States are inducements
for this grade of toilers to come to their
shores.

Although tho means of transportation
are poor, the situation is considered acute.
Beforo tho war Germany had drawn
largely for more labor upon Russia,
Austro-Hungar- y and Italy. She had
foreign-bor- a population of about mill-

ion
to

and it was estimated that 100,000
camo and went from Russia and Polish
Gnlicia. Tho various provinces of Aus-

tralia are encouraging immigration and
are looking for farmers. Argentina, in
South America, already has several mill-

ions of Italians, Spanish and French.
Brazil gives free passage to all who como
to her immigrants, transports them
to tjieir destinations and provides them
with tools, seeds and supplies. Our near-

est competitor is Canada, which appro-
priates large sums annually to encourage
immigration and even draws many pros-

perous nnd well established Americans,
across her borders. to

The prospects in Europe are not en-

couraging, and yet there are many people
of .European stocks in this country who
believe that eventually they, can do
well in their old homes. They may
not get high wages they do
in this country, but the cost, of living is

Marconi
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exist is" sheer conceit conceit of this
small world which astronomers havo for
proved to is by no means the most
important even in the solar system. And you
there are systems far greater and more on
potent than the solar system. of

"Great discoveries aro to be made. We
know that, for we have made some great
ones. He who scoffs at any theory put
forth by sober minded scientific man
striving to find truth is merely silly.

"The-huma- mind is capable of things of
that seem extraordinarily great to us. tho
Perhaps they would seem puny to the in-

habitants of Mars, but to they seem
tremendous. There is nothing in the
.problem Juarconi nas laid netore tne

wuich beyond the Per of hu
man intelligence to solve.

"Consider Champollion's deciphering
of the Rosetta Stone. It took him forty
years to work out its hieroglyphics, but

willho worked them out and learned their
meaning beyond tho shadow of doubt.

nnilt1w1 liim flirt liiawri1tm1-tin- nor

thfi knowew. mv

May Signal Other Worlds.
''Perhaps some timo we may signal

other worlds, if any are inhabited and
ifthoir inhabitants ore intelligent as be

we are. If they are not, why then, of
course, the case is hopeless. Wo have no
reason to assume that this .should bo.
And, Marconi says, we need not feel
sure that lack of such conditions on 'tho
planets make life possiblo upon this
earth makes certain that theso planets
cannot bo inhabited. It is, not inconceiv-
able that bodies may be built which will
endure environments very different from
ours.
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Jess and they havo an opportunity to
livo according to the traditions of their
race. If the world has been set free
thero is no longer the great incentive to
como to this land of tho free.

Thero is a feeling which cannot be ig-

nored, that many of the foreign-bor- n

believe that there is a prejudice against
them and that they aro in danger of
deportation. Tho great prominence which
has been given within tho last few weeks

tho nrrssta of foreign agitators has
left out of tho account that deportations
wcro quite numerous before the war,
even if they were not as much as they
should have been. Practically every ves-

sel returning to Europe had a --group of
these undesirables aboard who were being
sent back to where they came from. They
were not as conspicuous as Emma Gold-

man, Alexander Berkman and other
creatures of tho Soviet ark, but there
were no doves among them.

Undoubtedly some of the Russians in
this country feel keenly that they have
been unjustly tarred with the stick of
Bolshevism. If they can get somebody

certify that they aro Poles, rather than
Muscovites, thoy feel happier for it and
think that they stand a better chance of
employment.- -

Two demoralizing forces have been
working upon the foreign born in this
country. They aro subjected to tho in-

cendiary speech of agitators of their own

Credits Mystery Flash to Far
"Our atmosphere helps us only by per-

mitting the combustion of bodily fuel.
"Wo human beings use air and carbon

fuel. A treo uses them only for con-

struction purposes. Somo day I shall tell
of my theory that each human being

this earth is a collection of a multitude
tiny entities Well, suppose these enti-

ties elsewhere should have within them-

selves the necessary apparatus for ex-

istence!"
Nikola Tesla was not in tho least sur-

prised when I went to him and told him
tho statement which had como across
sea to me from Mr. Marconi and of

what Mr. Edison had said.

Terrestrial Vibrations Recognized
i

"For years I have contended that ex-

actly the39 things somo day would occur,"
said ho. indeed, I myself have observed
effects' which might havo Jeen signals
from somewhere in interstellar space. I

not express an opinion as to whence
they came. They were not from the sun

tho moon, nor from Venus, because I
eliminated the effects of these bodies on

instruments.
"I could not havo been deceived by

earth vibrations, nffstaking them for sig-

nals from afar, because terrestrial vibra-
tions are easily recognized. Thoy could

distinguished absolutely.
"No; the 'effects which I received accu-

rately corresponded with disturbances
which might have emanated from Mars.

admit that they excited me. I decided

that, indeed, they actually came from
Mors.

"This is all a matter of perfectly well

known record.
"People have been backward in theso

things. There has been too great a ten-

dency to call any ono 'impractical' who

f
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nationalities on ono side, and to the twad-

dle of parlor socialists and sentimental
uplifters on the other. Although they
are supposed to be so much under tho
domination of tho Goldmans and tho Berk-man- s,

the fact is often ignored that some
of tho worst despoilers-- of the body politic
are native born. It is true that such havo
an alien slant in their minds and that
they, are really foreigners the country
in which they were renred.

Wo havo here foreigners of tho type
of Martens, the Soviet apostle, but wo
also havo William D. Haywood, an Amer-

ican for three generations back. William
Z. Foster, tho firebrand of tho steel strike,
is n nativo of Pennsylvania. Eugene V.
Deb3 was born in Terre Haute, Ind.;
Max Eastman in Cdnandaigua, N. Y., and
Louis Fraina, nn organizer of the Com-

munist party, first saw tho light in the
United States although ho is of Italian
descent. Scott Nenring camo into this
world of strifo at Morris Run, Pa. John
Reed is on American born journalist al-

though ho was onco a minister from tho
Bolsheviki.

John Graham Brooks, in his book on
"American Syndicalism nnd tho I.W.W.,"
says that the first great fights' of the
IndustrialWorkers took place at Cripple
Creek, Colo., and that foreigners neither
led that organization nor were prominent
in it. It is declared by another authority
that seventy-fou- r men who were charged

dared to look too far in advance of tho
well beaten path. What is being 'practi-
cal'? Ono must havo imagination in order
to be truly practical.

"I know scientific men who havo spent
years, in attempts to do some obviously I
impossible thing and who yet have been
called 'practical' because if they succeeded
in accomplishing that for .which they were
striving they would make much money.

"The same inen would have jeered not
Jong ago nt the suggestion that we on the
earth might receive signals from Mars.

Big things are not 'practical.' They are
wonderful. Many scientific minds, like

many minds which are not scientific, shy
at anything which is wonderful. Yet tho

simplest things in nature aro wonderful
almost beyond tho limits of tho human

imagination.
"Men ignorant of tho way in which

plants grow would jeer nt a farmer if
suddenly thoy should be so placed that
thoy saw him planting seeds. Thoy would

declare him an 'impractical' crcaturo be-

cause tho fruition of his efforts if at all
possiblo of realization Is so remote.
They want immediate results.

Nature and Seed Growing.
"The sending to and reception from

Mars of signals would be an achievement
by no means as wonderful ns nature's
simple process of making seeds grow in
the ground.

"In the Harvard Illustrated Magazine
for March, 1907, I declared that experi-
ments "to this end should bo undertaken.
I had made this statement first in the
early part of 1900, while still vividly
impressed by certain observations I had
mado not long before. I dwelt upon them
in nn articlo in the Century Magazine
during tho samo year. In order to cor-
rect an erroneous roport a statement was
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with first degreo murder nt Everett,
Wash., in 1900, nnd were defended by
tho I. W. W. had in their number fifty-sev-

native born Americans and that
most of the others were of British birth.

There arc somo foreign dwellers in this
country who feel that tho native born
agitator has not been punished enough
and that too much stress has been put
upon bringing to justice tho trouble maker
whose first placo was Russia or Germany.

'Such as they aro likely to bo exploited
by the fomenters of unrest.

The Interracial Council, although it
declares that it is doing its utmost to
suppress Bolshevism, believes also that
somo regard should bwshown the sensi-

bilities of the foreign born. It main-

tains Uial the great majority of them aro
loyal and are doing everything they can
to understand America.

'.'Of .the foreign language newspapers,"
to quote from a recent statement of tho
council, "only five per cent, have at
any time advocated , the overthrow of
tha government and the substitution of
communism for tlje present economic or-

der Fifteen per cent, are socialistic,
while eighty per cent, arc as conservative
as the great majority of American pub-

lications.
"The Interracial Council will direct its

efforts to making tho foreign born better
understood and to translate America to
thsrn in terms which they will understand.'

also published also in Collier's Weekly
in February, 1901, defining my position
in general terms.

"During all tho period sinco and as
the result of ceaseless thought and work

havo found no reason to alter my origi-

nal views.
"The observations of Professor Lowell

have been accepted by many in tho light
in which he interprets them, although
thero are thoso who disagree with hint.
Tho light in which he sees them indicates
the possibility of intelligent, very intelli-

gent iudeed, life on lars.
"Personally. I an but hopo that the

great astronomer has been true that Mars
is not a cold, dead sphere, but, instead,
tho abode of happy and very highly de-

veloped creatures, from whom wo may
learn and to whom, conceivably, when
signalling becomes perfected, wo may im-

part perhaps a little knowledge.
"In 1907 I wrote: 'In tho light of

glorious possibility, signalling to that
planet presents itself as a definitely
practical proposition, which' to carry out
no sacrifice could bo too great. Can it
bo donef What chanco is there that it
will be done?'

"As to the experiences of Signor Mar-

coni I have heard nothing save that which
you' have read to mo in the' article from
your correspondent in London. But tho
dates which I have given you show you
how long it has been sinco I myself
achieved results and how long tho matter
has been among tho foremost topics in
my mind.

"I .long have believed and still believe
that if sentient beings are olive on Mars,
or even clsewhcrepcbmmunication with
them is not "beyond tho bounds of science
ns it is developing upon this earth."

I asked a question of tho scientist.
"And is it conceivablo to you that wo

Not omitting to ndvocato uch changes us
will lift tho foreign bora from tho status
of mere cogs in tho machine lo the status
of human beings."

Tho chairman of tlie board of tho In-

terracial Council is Gen. Coleman du
Pont, the treasurer is A. J. Hemphill,
tho secretary Miss Frances A. Kellor, who
is also associate managing director. Somo
of the members' of the board aro Earl
D. Babst, A. C. Bedford. GutzonBorg-lum- ,

Thomas W. Lamont, P. A. S. Frank-
lin, Lindley M. Garrison, iCharles E.
Hughes, William Loeb, Jr., Prof.'
Michael I. Pupin and Felix M. AVarburg.

It is indeed a delicate question which
involves drawing the line between harsh-

ness to tho foreign born and coddling
him. Many of tho immigrants maintain
a love for their old customs and aro
driven thereby into clannish communities.
They wish to havo everything as much
liko "home' as possible. Some of them
who are going back when they havo saved
enough nnd can ,flnd a place in Europo
which is undisturbed enough to suit them,
say that it will bo n great pleasure to
havo wine with their meals. Others, how-

ever, like other Americans, are trying,
though with no very good grace, to adapt
themselves to the desert rather than tho
oasis.

' Comfortable ns it is for so many of
these to believe that they aro bringing a
fine culture to this countrv to take tho

Planet
shall be nhle to read such signals as may
come to us out of the void, or that wo shall
be able to send signnls which by any pos
sibility could be intelligible to the. beings
who may receive them?"

May Find Basic Symbol.

"It is not unreasonable to suppose,"
said Mr. Tesla, "that if there be Martians
of developed intellect somo symbol may
be found which, may be used as tho first
basis upon which understanding may bo
built.

"A straight line, a geometrical figure,
and these used in groups, must convey to
any mind- - a definito idea.

"If thero be 5lartians they probably
think nnd reason as wo do. It is not
impossible that Martians havo developer
quito as far as we have and possibly
much further. It is not unlikely that tho
Martians even now havo mops of our
earth as thoso which Prof. Pickering has
mado of Mars. They may know more of
us than we have learned of them.

"If this be true, then it can he occasion
for no wonder if they really are endeavor-
ing to signal us. Wo are sufficiently ad-

vanced in electrical science to know that
tho sending of signals from Mars to the
earth would be a simpler matter than the
sending of signals from tho earth to Mars.

"The presence of organic lifo is almost
certain upon these innumerable other
worlds, which ore situated much as ours
is and aro supplied with light, heat and
moisture. In such worlds organic life is
certain to develop.

"In our own solar system we have two
known to mecct theso basio requirements.
They aro Mars and Venus.

'About Venus, which seems to be much
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place of tho coarser Yankee hustle, t iiey

aro not realizing to the full the benefits I

of being Americans as long as they take

that attitude.
The National Security League in ana

lyzing the reasons for some iiuinigrantil
noj having found this n true land of o-

pportunity have determined upon the fol

lowing ns removable causes:
1. They did not learn tho English

language ami so could bo deceived

oftentimes by tho vicious of their own

race.
2. They congregated in foreign qua-

rters and did not learn American ideals,

so they did not know of tho opportuni-

ties of advancement.
3. Thoy spent their time talking over

the grievances of tho old laud and ner
thus led astray by revolutionary prop-
aganda not needed in America.

4. They sent their money to other

countries instead of building up their

homes here.
5. They did not realize that if anj

injustico is being dono to any in tho

community thero is a law to appeal to

for tho righting of injustice.

As to what tho ultimate outcome of the

immigration problem will bo when the

mists of war have been cleared away a

still on the knees of the economic gofc

When normal transportation facilities ate

resumed and it appears that there are

great industrial opportunities in th

United States the tido may turn in our

direction. The Labor World in a recent

number calls attention to tho fact that

food and clothing nre so abnormally high

that Europo is having trouble in sustain

ing its normal population. It declares I

that from ono to five years will be

required for tho countries of Europe to I

go through their reconstruction period 1

nnd get back on their feet.

Belated Destinies.
Undoubtedly despite all advice of this

kind many thousands of the foreign bora

inhabitants of the United States will go

back across the seas to ascertain how then

families and friends havo sustained

tho shock of war. They may bring back

their relatives to this country nnd some

of them may try to work out a belated

destiny where it began.
Miss Etta V. Leighton, a well known i-

nvestigator of social conditions, saul ye-

sterday that tho timo may never dawn

when as far as immigration is concerned

we may replace a man with a man.

"We shall havo to replace a man with

a machine," sho added. "There must be

somo way found by whichwo may obtain

a, substitute for tho-
- unskilled labor upon

which this country has depended so long.

Tho solutipn seems to lie along the

lines of selectivo immigration and of

tactful and patient Americanization ot

tho alien immigrant. Although from

time to time the United States passes

restrictive laws and has resolutely set its

face against a policy, of ndmitting

Asiatics, it has no sustained domestic

policy with regard to the distribution of

would bo Americans.
Tho high cost of living sorely vexes

us and yet somcwhero on tho face of the

earth there must be hundreds of thou-

sands, if not millions, of men and women

wl.o would bo glad to como over here

nnd till tho soil. This, after all. is

sparsely settled country, nlfhougn it does

havo more than 100,000,000 of inhab-

itants. If it were ns thoroughly occupied

as Belgium was before the war, we would

easily have a population of 2,000,000,000

of souls.


