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NUMBER IX.
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The imagindtion of man is naturally f[ublime, de
he imag )

5 whatever is remote and extraordinary,
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and running without controul into the moft diftant

[ b Z rder 704 o) Ao
parts of fpace ang e, 1 order to avoid the objelts,
which cuftom has rel
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F all the weaknefles,to which the human mind
is incident,there 1s not a more extraordinary
one, than t}nat blind, nplicit rey cx"gnc‘c,‘ \\({ :ne‘
apt to feel for the .(h.lll'dk'h‘l'tf,\fll‘\? maxims, and the
inftirutions qf antiquity. The love of novelty,
(krong as it is,‘do('s‘_not- oV ':n‘(’)l‘uc ()m. pxulpunhry
t0 thiskind of adn‘.n'iltf(zn. - T'here feems to be
fome unaccountable f;llc'muum, that holds the
mind in ﬁ:bjcc"tion, aﬁml prevents 1'1..; cllcur. exer-
cife of judgn'wnt, while ‘rlxc nf]:xp;l‘]:;mox% 1s va;-
ing its flight into [}'IC regions of pait ages. W e
are fo captiv ated with the 4 fplendor ;m'd extent of
conquefts which /.'."/:‘m‘;x‘ pz'('fcms toour view ; with
the luftre and elevation of charatters it (l)i_plnys.;
with the varions and aftonifhing revolutions it
records, that our reafon is m.cr\\;h.elmcd,au:‘. can-
not exert that force, which it difcovers on other
occafions. :

There is fcarce a circumfitance th{lt lo_oks ‘h.kf:
pcrfc&iou, or even utility ()1V(.'Lll(l\.ﬂtloll, in \fm::h
ancient can bearany com parth'\\'xth ;/;jw.’;ux times.
Jrmay not be unvmcrulinin.;»‘,r'o fearch fort !'u- ";l‘.lX1C
of our veneration for antiquity, mnwnhi.unump,'
it appears to have no 1‘5-1111)11:1.l)lc h)m‘.:ln[um: In
forming our ideas of Jome of the ancient nations,
whom we profefs to -admire, we compare them
with other cotemporary ones ; whom we have been
accuftomed to reprobate and defpife. o
our opinions, refpedting virtue and vic:.' ; praife
and blame, are comparative, we fometimes be-
ftow an extravagance of applaufe, on a people vi-
cious and depraved, merely becaufe they are not
fo deeply funkin depravity, as other people, with
whom we compare them. This is one reafon \yh_)f
encominms are fo lavithly heaped on characters
and adions, which fearce deferve a place in our
remembrance. Perhaps this admiration is heigh-
tened by the profufe complimients, that hiftorians
have paid to particular periods and nations, at
the'expenfe and difgrace of others. We feel no
motive to difcredit their relation of tranfaétions,
ortodoubt the propriety of their opinions or con-
clufions. We are pleafed with indulging refpet
and veneration, and that pleafure cofts little or
nothing. " ‘There is no competition to excite jea-
loufy, or alarm avarice.

Another reafon that may be affigned for our
admiring the ancient republics in {o-higha degree,
13, that the different periods of their exiftence
are marked with a vaft variety of tragical inci-
dents. The human mind is delighted with what-
ever is marvellous, - This is one of the earlieft
propenfities, that difcovers itfelf in our nature.
Every man occafionally feels within himfelf a lan-
guor and liftleflnefs of mind ; from which, he takes
a pleafure in being roufed. He is aptto affixa fa-
vorable idea to almoft any caufe, which has di-
verted him, in thofe moments of heavinefs and
infipidity, This will generally be the cafe, un-
lef§ the incident which enlifens his feelings, is
attended with immediate or perfonal inconve-
mence, With what eagernefs, do we read ac-
counts. of maflacres, treafons, inundations and
earthquakes : When thefe happen at a diftance,
we do not feel fo much pain for the miferable fate
ofthofe, who are involved in the diftrefs, as we
do pleafure, at being roufed and ftimulated intoa
Vigorous ftate of mind. No inference difhonorable
to human nat from this reafon-

1ature can be drawn

;z is one. of the -fources of gratificarion,

015 always innocent 'and fomet mes ufeful.
mconveniences it produces does not counter-
balance the advantages. We fhould however be
SMour’ puard, in drawing conclufions relative to
Srown conduct. Caufes, which excite admira-
“?1}) have a moft powerfulinfluence, in feducing
15 10to error of opinien. The reafon of man
lofes its balance, while the mind is employed in
rltle\\:nrl (])tb ;‘1.1:11‘\1"&:1;;. In this view of the matter,
Toyed ‘ll ,L. }:rﬁpcr, thzi_tl youth'ihould.nor bc_ al-
hiffor V.A}\Z::‘-l'{_r:uued ll\:(‘l'[’\','ll.). reading ancient
ra faH'J'g:»» ey may acquire opinions and 1&':111‘._%;5
10uS, as an unbounded indulgemce in

g novels can produce.
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The

'marks are cnly introductory to amore

= 1‘P“C'1j}31:3“11}31011 ofthc.i'ubjcct, which fhall lxercaf-
Tt‘ﬂc;‘;}ig:f: In an/ mean [lyl‘llffyth(: reqd_cr willlet l‘us
}']Vh'l“)‘r\l:o ‘x“,I?Pl} th%- dmlcl.el‘lcy, which urtavoida-

- TPPenedirom this'partial and imperfeée eflay.
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AMERICA.

NUMBER VII.

THE leading features of the Magna Charta of
Ameiica, or that mutual compact which now
unites her citizens, by ene common bond, are
firongly imprefled with the genius and character
of the people who formed it, and who will be
fubject to its future controul : FREEDOM, or
the MATJESTY OF THEPEQPLE, is wrote in Ca-
pitals upon the face of the Plan, and its tenor and
fubftance befpeaks 'a critical acquaintance with
the rights of mankind in its compilers, with a
facred regard to the perpetuating thofe rights,
unimpaired, to the lateft pofterity.

This beautiful compilation originated from the
people, the only pure fountain and fource of all
lawful power—nor were they, when called to
form it, under any durefs of mind, or undue bias,
but prompted to ‘the execution by principles of
patriotifm, and with a view to reciprocal advan-
tage, havingthe ““ Sa/us Popul/i’’ for the pole Star
of their condudt.

Amongthe particular traits of the Syftem above
attended to, which claim our attention, may be
placed the periodical elections of thofe, who are
to adminifter it ; as alfo the liberal principles up-
on which thofe elections are formed, which,
while they enfure a remedy for a corrupt admi-
niftration, ferve alfo as a preventive againft the
difeafe they are calculated to cure, affording a
conftant check ro the progrefs of ill-directed in-
tentions, and improper actions—and have the
further good influence of prefenting future op-
portunities for the enjoyment of the honors of
their country, to thofe who are found to deferve
them, theredy conftantly encouraging a virruous
emulation awiong the members of. the fociety,
which operates but faintly, if at all, in thofe go-
vernments, where the adventitious circum{lances
of birth, or fortune, give the only claim to emi-
nence and preferment : Many more are the moral
and political advantages. which muft be derived
from this part of our excellent Conftitution ; but
as detail is not here my ubjcct, I fhall proceed to
a view of fome other ggnesel principles, which
prefage equal benefit :» Among which, may be
ranked thofe ftrong guards, againftevery kind of
monopoly, or exclufive advantages to be granted
to any clafs of citizens, in preference to another,
arifing from a good heart, great abilities, and fu-
perior merit, is acknowledged to be the only fup-
port of an American Ariftocracy,

Freedom of fpeech, and debates, and an un-
reftrained ufe of the Prefs, will operate as pow-
erful auxiliaries, in cherifhing and fupporting
the future Liberties.of the country, by theirma-
tural tendency to check and fruftrate the ill de-
figns of men in power, and who, though unre-
ftrained by the admonirions of confcience, that
faithful Monitor over all human actions, will
dread the ftigma of a contemning public.

That relief of the mind from religious thral-
dom, which has been productive of fo many evils
in other countries, and which is fo completely
guarded againft in America, ftands among the
toremoft of thofe great characteriftics, which give
her form of government a preferenceto any one
extant : Here the infallibility of the Popeis with
humility contradicted, while the magic power of
his foot, thrils with but faint and feeble palpita-
tions : Here the kind aid of the civil arm, is no
longer exerted to deftroy, by fire and fword, the
bodies of men, in order to fave their fouls : Here
without fubferibing tothirty-nine articles, which
thirty-nine times in aday are frequently broken,
a perfon can be admitted to the privileges and
honors of his country : It is here that true Reli-
gion prefents her alluring and captivating charms
in refplendent luftre : A reclufe and monaftic
life, is no longer fuppofed to adorn the votaries
of Chriftianity : But thofe adtions, which are
prompted by the moft diffufive benevolence, are
efteemed the moft grateful incenfe to rhat Deity,
who is benevolence and love.

In America, Religion waves her peaceful ban-
ners, courting, by her intrinfic merits, that obe-
dience to her fervice, which any adventitious
power has ever been found inadequate to effect.

AMERICANUS.
(To be continued.)

EXTRACT FROM ‘“AMERICAN ESS5AYS. 4

ON DUELLING.

A BRAVE and virtuous man, ‘¢ dares do a}l
that may become a man, who dares do more is
none.”’ A good citizen will ever refpect his ru-
lers, and revere the laws, and muft thereforebe
averfe to the committing any act unlawful, or

mjuft ; he will blufir at
and daring effronte
ilized ftate thall aflume t yower of judeino and
dctcrt::inh;g in his own caufe ; he can not admit
thatthe laws of honor,funercede thofe of reafon,
religion and natare ; he can not i

conceive tit
any man has aright to determine at will that ano
ther has offended him, and infift i

{ed offender fhall acknowled:
believes to be falfe, or delibe

murdetred, or become a mur

lerer ;
feels that his country, his amiable wife,
innocent,  promifling infants, are not ber
a gentleman’s notice ;

iNQ LS
1Catit
and that he has no right
to rob them of his fervices, kind offices, {upport
and protection ; he believes that in Heaven there
is no exclufive privilege for gentlemen ; aund
that he cannot plead the laws of modern howar
before the facred bar of unerring juflice : ;
O tempora ! O mores ! He feels too fenfibly the
force of cruel cuitom, and knows not how to
avoid the guilt, without difgrace ; a moft impi -
ous cuftom has fancified the crime, and made
the appreheufions of unjuft reproach more dread

ful to the chriftian, than damnation : Such is the
s that™a

L S

folly and depravity of this Quixotifly age

!
man dares not be juft to himfelf, his tamily, or
his country,leaft he fhould incur the odinm of be
ing afraid to .die, or to fhed a little innocent
blood ; and though he fhould have flain an hofl
of his country’s foes in the field of battle, yet
thefe fhall not fecure his fame in the opinion of
the honorable fanatics, thould he decline to {tain
hi8 name with fathionable murder ; as theremich
probably be fome {b bafe,and malignant, as to ai’
fect to believe, that the hero was more af

afraid of

death; than of the crime ; andthe force of cui-
tom, and the fear of reproach, are now become
fo powerful and obligatory, that he muft be more
or lefs thanman, who canavoid fac iiicing every
thing precious, eftimable, facred, and truly ho-
notrable, in compliance with the foolifh fafcinac-
ing phantom called Aonor : Yet 4
times only proved to be a /itt/e {cheme, of /itt/e
minds, tobuild a /#t/e fame ; it is often a brazen
fhield,forged by defperate gamblers,and fi wrpers,
to protect their tender names from truth’s fearch-
ing painful probe ; ard furely thofe, whofe cha-
racters will ftand the teft of public inquifition,
can never with rcafon and propriety, refort to
this flender, douabtful, defperate fupports; it is
therefore devoutly to be withed, that no real gen-
tleman would be guilty of an act, that not only
tarnifhes his name, but renders it fufpecdted- of
former taints, by confounding it with thofe who
have ne other meansto fupport their pretenfions
to a decent character, or continue their ruinouns
connexions with gentlemen s and who; but for
this irifamous tenure, would be expelled all re-
putable  fociety, but are now admitted into all
companies, who by the laws of honor are obliged
to be civil tothofe impudent, intruding harpie

/

ing has {gme-

’

pecting, and unwary, often hozorably eafed of
their fortunes.
As duelling therefore,has

9413

evidently no other ten-
dency, butto prove rafhuefs, folly, or guil, it is
certainly a mode of decifion, that thould be held
in themoft fovereign contempt,by every intrinfic
gentleman : Suppofe a defperate gamelfter thould
offer to ftake a fim equal to a gentleman’swhole
fortune on the throw of a die, would “he not be
condemned as a madman, or a fool, who fhould
liften to fuch a propofal ? But {hould the gamefler
choofe to put the gentleman’s more important
life, at an equal, or perhaps greater hazard, the
laws of honor have decreed,that he fhall die a oo/
or furvive a'felon.

Joos,
Such isthe precarious tenure
of our lives at this day, that if any.man is tired
oflife, and choofes me for his butcher, or if he
takes afancy to cut my throat, or blow my brains
out, he fends me a polite card to meet him at a
particular time and place ; I am bound iz honor
to attend, and ‘death clofes the tragi-comi-farci-
cal {fcene,

And can we, in our fober fenfes, be drawn into
this difgraceful and deftructive vortex,in purfuic
of an empty bubble, fwelling only with the
found of honor ! Can ihe fuldier pluck the dear
bought laurels from his brow,and tranfplant themn
onadunghill } Can he defcend from the hero to the
murderer ? Can he ftain his glory with his bro-
ther’s blood ? Or, can he ftoop to die,like bullies,
gamblers,madmen,boys and fools ! Can aman of
fenfe, cool, temperate, and difpaffionate, refolve
againft nature, reafon and conviéiion, to clofe z
life of uniform virtue, witha crime ! Can he ap-
proach Death in the mafk of an hypocrite, and
with affected compofure, ftrive to hide a bleeding
heart ! Can the tender father, and fond hufband,
deliberately draw the cruel dagger, to give the
fatal ftab to the fut
family ? Canthe Patr

re peace of his innocent
¢ rob his country of an ufe-

or to fightthem ; and thus are the young, unful- =
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