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UGHT GOVERNMENT of o GOMMOIN-
ALTH EXAMINED.

[Continu:

d from: ceir laft.]
Marchamont Nedham lays it down
tiental principle, and an undeniable
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as a funda-
rule, ¢ that
ie people, that is, fuch as fhall be fucceflively
‘ chofen to reprefent the people, are the beit
keepers of their own liberties, and' that for
many reaions : Firfl, becanfe they never think
of ufurping over other men’s rights, but mind
which way to preférve their own.”’

Our firft artention fhould be turned to the pro-
pofition itfelf ““ ‘The people are tlie beft keepers
¢ of their own liberties.”” But who are the peo
ple? ¢ Such as fhall be facceflis ely chofen to re
¢ prefent them.”—Here is a confufion both of
words and ideas, which, though it may pafs with
the \generalicy of readers ina i’uvg’itivc'p.unpialet,
or with a majority of auditors im a popular ha-
rangue, ought, for that very reafon; to be as
carefully avoided in politics as it is in philofophy
or mathematics. If by.the people is meant the
whole body of a great nation, it fhould never be
forgotten, that 1they ¢an never a&, confult or rea-
fon tegether, becaufe they cannot march five
hundred miles, nor fparz the time, norfind a fpace
o meet; and therefore the propofition; that they
are the beft keepers of their own libes ties, is not
true.  They are the worft coneeivable ; thev arc
no keepers atall: They can neither adt, ju’d'g:',
chink, or will, as a body politic or corporation.
If by the people is meant all the inhabitants of
a fingle city, they are not in a-general aflembly,
at all times, the beit keepers of their own liber-
ties, norperhaps at any time, unlefS you fepa-
vate arom them the executive aud judicial power,
and temper their authority in legiflazion with the

prabo ¥
inature councils of tife one and the tew, Ifitis

meant by the people, asourauthor explains him- |
{

‘¢

felf, a reprefentative aflom
«“ fucceflively chiofen ro rej
they are not {Lill tiie beft keepers of the people’s
liberties, or their own, if you g hem dll the
power, ‘1cgi!£:ui\<-, executive, an judicial : they
would invade the liberties of the people, at leaft
the mgjority of them would invade the liberties
of the minority, fooner and oftener than an ab-
folute monarchy, fuch as that of F'rance, Spain,
or Ruffia, or than a well checked ariftrocragy,
like Venice, Bern, or Holland. An excellent
writer has faid, fomewhat incautioufly, that < a
«¢ people wilinever opprefs themlelves, or invade
¢ their ownrights.” This compliment; if ap-
plied to human narure, orto mankind, or toany
nagion or people in being or in memory, ismore
than has been merited. If it fhould be admitted,
that a people will not unanimoufly agree to op-
prefs themf{eves, it is as much as is ever, and
more thanis always, true. All kinds of experi-
ence fhew, that greater nambers of individuals
do opprefs great tmumbers of other individuals ;

that pdrties often, if not always, opprefs other
parties;;

fuch as thall be
the people,”
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and majorities almoft univerfally mino-
ities. All rhat this obfervation can mean then,
confiftently with any colour of fa¢t, is, that the
people will never unanimoudly agree to opprefs
themfelves: but if one party agrees to 'opprefs
another, orthe majority the minority, the peo
ple ftill opprefs themfelves, for one part of them
opprefs another.—¢¢ The people Jnever think of
< ufarping over other men’s vights.”” What can
this mean? Does it mean that the people never
sanimoufly think of ufurping over other men’s
rights ? Thiswould be trifting, forthere would,
by the {uppofition, be no other men’s rights to
ufurp. - But if the people néver jointly, nor fe-
verally, think of ufurping the rights of others,
what gecaflon can there be for any government at
all? Arethereno robberics, burglaries, murders,
adulteries, thefts, norgheais? [snot everycrime
an ufurpation over other men’s rights? Is not a
I will not fay the greateft part, of
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great part, 1
men deteéted every day in fome difpofition or
other, ftronger or weaker, tore orleft, to ufurp
over other men’s rights?  There are fome few,
indeed, whofe whole livesand converfations thow,
that in every thoiglit, word, and a&ion,

they
confcientioully refpedt

. there
body ftill, who, in the general tenor
thoughts and actions, difcover fimilar
principles and feelings, yet frequently err. If
ve fhould extend our candour fo far as to own
that the majority of men are generally under the
dominion of benevolence apd good intentions,
vet it muft be confefled that a vaft majority fre.
quently tranfgrefs; and, what is more direcil_v
to the point, not only a majority, but almoft all,
confine their benevolence to thieir families, rela.
ions, perfonal friends, parifh, vi]]n;,:, city,
county, province, and that very few indeed ex
tend it impargally to the whole co:‘mmni';_';.._.

but this truth, and the queftion is
If a majority are capable of pref

therighes of others :

or

Now grant
decided : crring
their own private intereft, or that of their fani-
lies, counties, and.part to that of the nation
provifion muft be made in the
conftitution, in favour of j
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i the public good
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juftice, to compel all | only tyra
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the univerfal law, in preference .to all private
and partial confiderations.

The propofition of our author then thould: be
reverfed, and it thould have been faid, that they
mind fo much their own, that they never think
enough of others. Suppofe a nation, rich and
poor, high and low, ten millions in number, all
aflembled together; not more than one or two
millions will have lands, houfes, or any perfonal
property : If we take into the acconnt the women
and children, or even if we leave them out of the
queftion, a great majority of every mnation is
wholly deftitute of property, except a fmall quan-
tity of clothes, and a few trifles of other move
ables. Would Mr. Nedham be refponfible that,
ifall were to be decided by a vote of the majoriry,
the eight or nine millions who have noproperty,
would not think of ufurping over the rights of
the one or two millions whe have ? Property is
fyrely a right of mankind as really as liberty.
Perhaps, at firft, prejudice, habit, thame, or fear,
rinciple or religion, would reftrain the poor from
attacking the rich, and the idle from ufurping on
the induftrious; but the time would not be long
before courage and enterprize would come, and
pretexts be iuventéd by deprees, to countenance
the majority in dividing all’ the property among
them, orat leaftin fharing it equally with its pre
fent pofleflors. Debts would be abolifhed firft ;
taxes laid heavy on the rich, and not at all onthe
oihers ;" and ar laft a downright equal divifion of’
every thing be demanded, and voted. What
would be the confequence of this? The idle, the
vicious, the intemperate, would rufh into the
utoft extray agance of debauchery, fell and fpend
all their fhare, and then demand a new divifion of
thofe who purchafed from them. The moment
the ilea is admitted into fociety, that property is
not.as {acred as the laws of God, and that there is
not a force of law and public juftice to protectit,

anan and tyranny commence. If “ T'novu
=3 T NOT COVET,””and ““ | HOU SHALT NOT

STEAL,” were not commandments of Heaven,
they muft be made inviolable precepts in every
{éciety before it can be civilized or made free.
If the firft part of the propofition, viz, that ‘“the
‘“ peore mever think of ufurping over other
¢ men’s rights,’”” cannot be admitted, is the fe-
cond, viz. that ‘“they mind which way to pre-
“ferve their own,” better founded ’—There is
in every nation and people under Heaven alarge
proportion of perfons wha take no rational and
prudent precautions to preferve what they have,
much lef8 to acquire more. Indolence is the
natural character of man to fuch a degree, that
nothing but the neceflities of hunger, thirft, and
other wants equally prefling, can ftimulate, him
to action, until education is introduced in civi-
lized focieties, and the ftrongeft motives of ambi-
tion to excel in arts, trades, and profeflions,
are eftablifhed in the minds of all men: Until this
emulation is inttoduced, the lazy favage holds

property. in too little eftimation to give himfelf

trouble for the prefervation or acquifition of ir.
In focieties the moft cultivated and polithed,
vanity, fafhion, and folly, prevail over every
thought of ways to preferve their own: They
{eem rather chiefly to ftudy what nieans of luxury,
diffipation and extravagauce, they can invent to
et rid of it. ““ The cafe is far otherwife among
Kings and grandees,” fays our author, ‘“as all
‘¢ nations in the world have felt to fome purpofe ;”’
that is, iu other words, Kingsand grandees think
of ufurpinug over other then's rights, but do not
mnid wiiich way to preferve their own. Ir is
very eafy to flatter the democratical portion of
fociety, by making fuch diftinctions between them
and the maonarchical and ariftocratical ; but flat-
tery is as bafe an artifice, and as perniciousavice,
when offered to the people, as when given to the
others. Thereis no reafon to believe the one much
honefter or wifer than the other; they are all of
the fame clay, their minds and bodies are alike.
The two latter have more Lxs;&'xvhrdgc and ﬁlgaci!y
derived from education, and more izd»‘.’\xn‘.\gcs for
acquiving wifdom and virtue.

others rights,
g
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As to ufurping
they are all three equally guilty,
when unlimited in power: No wife man will trufi
either with an opportunity ; and every judicious
legiflator will fet all three to watch and controunl
each other. ‘We may appeal to ev ery page of
hiftory we have hitherto turned ov er, for 133‘00(1‘
irrefragable, that the people,when they have been
unchcvied, have been as unjuft, 1\'r:m'nic:\], bru-
tal, barbarous, and cruel, as any ']\'iny_; or Senate
poilefled of uncontrounlable power : The majority
has eternally, and without one exception, ufurped
over the rights of the minority. % They naturally
“ move,” fays Nedham, ¢ within the circle of’
“¢ domination, as in their propercentre.”” When
writerson legiflation have recourfe to poetry,thei

images may be beautiful, butthey prove nothing.
41 his however, has neither the merit of' a i)ri)liﬂ:\
f':;;ym €, nor {,;i' ucun\im'En:_)".:'l‘gnmcnl : The popu

lace, the rabble, the canaille, move as naturally
in the circle of domination, whenever they d:n'é),
as the Nobles or ;

_ a King; nay, although it may
give pain, truth and experience force us to add
that even the middling people, when uncontroul-
ed, have moved in the fame circle, and have not
tized over all above and all below: but

wong them{zlves Kas tyrannized

1
thieé maior

" S —————

sover the minority. “* Aadicoint it no lefs fecas

‘¢ rity than wifdom and policy, to brave it over
¢ the people.” Declamatory fiourifhes, althougl
they may furnifh a mob with watch-words, afford
1o reafopable convidtion to the underftandine.

What s mreant by bra\'ing it? In the hitkory of

Holland you will' fee the people braving it over
the De Witts ; and in.that of Florence, Siena,
'Bologna, Piftoia, and the reft, over many others,
¢« Cefar, Craflus, and another, made a contrad
‘5 with each other, that nething fhould be done
¢¢ wirhout the concurrence of all three; Socra-
em inierey nequid ageretir in republica, quod dif.
pliguiffet wlli, ¢ tridys.® Nedham could not have
felecied a lefs fortunate example for his purpole)
fince there neyer was a more arrant creature’ of
the people than Cafar; no, not even i( arilline,
Wat Tyler, Mafiianello, or Shafe. Th. people
created Czfar on the ruins of the Senate, and ox
purpofe to ufurp over the rights of others, .But
this example, among innumerable others, is vapy
appeofite for our purpofe. A

(T o be continyed.)

MISCELLANEQUS.

[(London.] It isthought that Dr. Wirris will
not retire froin town, as it is expecied there may
be great occafion for his ahilities for the reliefor
feveral members of the oppofition, whofe heads
are not ftrong enough to bear the 1i.ock‘cuufed
by a late recov ery.

Two bodizs of French' forces are eXpected o
march into Flanders, orders having been receaved
at Bruxelles to prepare barracis ror them; they
are tp poflefs themielves of the garrifons of Gitend
and Nieuport.

The Speaker applied to Stk Josnua te have
his portrait drawn, adorned withthe official robes,
but exprefled his fears at the difficulty whichmpft
arife in doing. proper juflice to the wig, ~Sir
Joihua replied, ‘“benotalarmed, Mr. Greaville,
tor I aflure youthereis nothing in.that 1

Tue FATE oF GENIUs.—Many a wife head,
and many a worthy heart, are doomed to ache
with the preflure of human fufferings, living in
mifery, and dying in obfeurity and want, while
the duller worms of mortality fatten on the mar-
row of profperity, living to themfelves' aldne,
with minds mncapable of expanding, and forbid-
den by fordid principles to do good and benefit
mankind.—The following thort, but melanehelly
lift, proves the juftuefs of a remark whichwounds
fenfibility : :

Plautus turned a mill; Terence was a flave;
Beethius died in a gaol; Paclo Borghere had 14
different trades, yet ftarved with them all; Taf-
fo was often diftrefled for five fhillings ; - Benti-
voglio was refufed admiffion into an hefpital he
had himfelf eredted ; Cervantes died of hunger;
Camoens ended his days in an alms-houfe; and
Vangelus left his body to the fargeons, to pay

his debts, as far as it would go!.

[Pittfburg; Pen. May 2.7 Died on the 28th ult.
Trnomas HuTcuins, Efq. formerly a Captain
in the Britith army, and late Geographer Ge-
neral to the United States. His illnefs had been
of fome months continuance. It wasnot fuch as
to give him great pain, beinga gradual failingof
the nerves, and an almoft infenfible wafte of the
conftitution. Hewas in'a country where hehn_d
been early known, and to which he had a parti-
cular attachment ; in the houfe of his particular
friend, John Ormfby. He wry daily vifited dur-
ing his indifpofition by thes of this place, and by
gentlémen occafionally refident or pafling through
from different parts of the continent. His fune-
ral was atrended by a confiderable concourfe of
people, and the fervice read at his obfequies, b)'
Mr. I‘Ic-c];en\\'elder, a Moravian clergyman, acci-
dentally prefent, and who had long known the
deceafed. 3

His merit is well known; 4 man greatly ami-
able; and integrity his predominant quality.—
He gave a proof of this which few have it in their
power to give, viz. relinquifhing his commxfﬁqﬂ’
worth 1500l. for the fake of America, hisnative
country, and lying fome timé in irons before he
was able to make his efeape from the dungeonm
fngland.

His map earlylaid the foundation of Ameri'eall
geography, and his fervices fince his appoint-
ment under the United States, have been univer-
fally acknowledged. :

He has meafured much earth, but a fimall fpace
now contains him.

By a gentleman who arrived here a few days_ago from San-
lufky, we are informed, that news was brought there before e
lefe it, of five parties of Indans, of different tribes; preparingto
70 to war; it 1s faid they intend for the frontiers of Kentucky

i This
and the Ohio, to watch for beats coming down that river,’ This

T W
nformatien, we hope, will fhew the neceffity to thofe g
down the “river, of being well prepared, as much danger 15 te-
toubtedly to be apprehended.

s

e L e~ pSh g peireioes) 7:

(T Complete fetts from the beginning, of the GAZETTE OF 1//1::

UNITED STATES, may at any time be obtained by thofe wha chy ¥

fu'fribe for that publicatioh, at the Editor’s ("A‘YT‘LCM\U' 9, Muzden g

— - — e e ST

Publifhed by JOHN FENNO, No. 9, MAIDEN-
Lans, ne

r the Oswrco-MARKET, NAW-YORE.

A

P>

[i—— B

B %o v
# C

(0+0p
hfd
nfti
ol
confe
of jo
draw
theco
mafs ¢
incﬂﬁl
confe
form
is buil
with ¢
vill o
Onth
ad o
utility
ot fer
fuccef!
The
anlya
many
of ma
for the
niftak
muft v
variab
The a
he cor
tradi}
vidual
ictan
nerely
munit
chara¢
neral
naker
becoms
Tera] ¢
aperat
i5fo ol
vith e
ackno
the be
percei
ire ne
Not
moft e
ofcert
vho p
the ey,
thefe {
ation |
and gy
fituey
in the
the y
Tgre]:
tocom
ol
Wh
lce, ¢
Who y
and
injufh
but £
bfery
publy
ru]ﬂ«
B we]
ﬁcan
that ;
It ;
{ome
!nm-a]
Doloy



