I‘rr

rde

t z‘n;
.i':il‘.:
£ e
0 f
Vhey

d 11\‘1.\

e
ordey
‘\Hc;.

ed by

NOX
an ar.

e Wit

Yoy

Lier,

ofton,

oned far |
v of i |
catien i f¢

Jiram @)
pman; s
feetheust
prc
ouledgy 8 |
iar low,
et fedd
the gratn
ds ofrcd |
ong be mat |
cnceanty |
mies of
on, Wil ol

i
|
f
I
!

on, 0, 8 |
producigi |
m toadd |
s, the mafle
offd i

ts bempr e
| fuferferest

TITTNS

il
n olid®

o the 1

et
 to P
p,{nw!‘
s for (88

t

SO
1
; b fﬁ‘/‘ )
j.m‘.m"” ;
=
Maraf¥

05

4

Ovizefle sz Stfed Ofafes,

——

B e O \ 5 g Y R s 2 - -
,;\'O XV, From SATURDAY, Max 30, to.. WEDNESDA Y, June 3, 1739. PRICE SIX PENCE.
_{r:_:——_,_—::—::;;':— — — e e i 3

THE TABL B No. XV.

 Thewifefl Jaw$ often. become odious and ufelefs,
« The wifejt *& J

P31 ralbnels. the vice, or the folly of thofe
g th rafbnefs, thevic, o the foly of ihe
> them.

who ! :

--uIER)"L is no propenfity of the hﬁmau mind,
T thatis more conftantly on‘thc ftretch, than

s oioous temper towards thofe, who take any
3 fulpicon® B o ration of public affairs. Though

artinthe aclnmui’cxa‘tlox_xo public affairs. Thoug

' difpofition may be mdulgc‘d‘to excefs, yet its
Ih}i{ ,,C}: conftitutes one of the fafegnards of pub-
fi"c“,f,—{u; and profperity. T‘h_c clamors of reft-
lefs men, and the \';gllJ.;lcc of Jc.;il_o'.x§ ones, huf;‘c
10 doubt an influence, 1n lrdtr:uumg p‘ub]lcr_o i
cersfrom mljmprop?r (Vo_nuuCl. AS. men 101.ncumes
complain \\'itnout.mﬂxcu‘n[‘rcaiun, [hClﬂl‘ com
Plaﬁxts domnot t'urn‘nh a cerrain 1t:u.ul:\rd, xl?r CI»I;-
mating the ment of pF}'fOllS 1’9 the‘dlt'xcll 4“13'[1"1 :1111(,‘1-
es of govermment. 'l'herc 18 lclsv probability ¢ ld[
inftances of real 1mkond1u“t \\:111 efcape notice
and cenfure, than thut. meritorious actions will
efcape envy and low intrigue. If it is acl}no\v.-
ledged that part of the muymurs :x.m‘l unea .me_fb,
that prcmil againft public men, originates in ig-
Joratice, caprice, envy, or i any other unreafon-
able caufe, it would ftill be no conclufive argu-
went, that public characters fhould be 1ndxﬂer'cvur,
whether their conduc¢t was blamed or praifed.
It thould at leaft produce this effect ; that as they
meet with much zroundlefs reproach, they fhould
be careful not to make themfelves liable to any
reprehenfion that is well grounded. Many honett
and fenfible men, who act in dignified ftations,
are {o confcious that they meet with more cenfure
and oppofition ‘1111111".[11(?.\' deferve, that they are
apt, by way of retaliation, to become pe.tu!cnt
and difdainful.  Sometimes they carry their feel
ings of refentment fo far, [9w§1‘(i§ \‘{11.171'0\'oke§1
abufe and injery, that they afford afuflicient caufe
for thereturn of that very treatment, which they
are retaliating. Difgufted by the meanefs, and
provoked by the malice and flander of their op-
pofers, they unwarily aflimilate themfelves, by
theirmode of revenge, to the characeers they pro-
fefs to reprobate.

ftisa tiueiﬁon that may maturally be afked—
What vices and failings, in the ufual run of af-
fairs, are moft obfer vable in the officers of govern-
ment ! This queftion admits not of an anfwer
that i definite, and applicable to all fituations,
Indifferent ftages of eivilization, there is a (l‘it'-
ference in the predeminaiit vices and weaknefles,
that attend all deferiptions of men. Theerrors,
that ateoblerved in the firfk periods of a govern-
ment, often have their origin in an ignerance or
neglectof duty. During che late war, the prin-
cipel lofies and damage the public fuftained, were
owing to inattention and waftefulnefs.
ftances of deliberate fraud and peculation have
happened, compated with the miftakes and omif-
fions that have oceurred, merely from the imbe-
dlity of the motives, that prompted men to a vi-
gilant and exaét performance of the diverfified
branches of their duty. It was norunufualto ob-
ferve aftore-keeper, who was minutely attentive
in feciring the property committed to his care,
from theft or unauthorized appropriation ; and
vetwho was totally remif8 in fecuring it againft
the attacks of weather, or in counteracting any
intherent caufes in fuch articles to perith from
their own tendency.

Once in particular, I recolect to have obferved,
4 Comiffary making application to the command-
mg officer of a department, for a guard of foldiers,
®obe placed over a magazine of flour. This
Comiflary exprefled an anxiety in the bufinefs,
that feemed to refult from an honeft defire to fave
the public property. He obtained an order for
the guard and placed it, without lofs of time, over
themagazine. "~ The flour cafks were without fhel-
ter,and in fo bad repair, that a moderate ftoiin
of rain would fo injure the flour, as to render it
totally ufelefs. Jt happened fhortly that forhe
rain fell, and in {pite of all the fentinels, the flonr
Was materially damaged, if mot ruined. The
¥ could have prevented this damage, with
strouble to himfelf] than he took to obtain the
ldters ; and the United States fuffered more by

i
Comif

thatact of neglect, than they would have done,in
X months, by plunder, at that magazine, even

thonok thaw X i
ough there had not been a fentinel employed
the whole time.

Rt

that period is paft. A new government is
hed, and an higher degree of civilization
;-.'.n:-«} : confequently we muft look out for a
ent clafs of imperfectionsand vices. Inthe
fij‘“mlftwn ‘o!‘ the executive part of the conftitu-
‘ohthere is an admirable fRimulus fuggefted, by
(itctingbe refponfivilty of oficrs, from the
Lo their appointinent. This will over-
e 1nnl<f‘.en~:c‘. and make themattentiveand cir-
g ‘i'(,'ﬂ tia complete performance of their duty,
*0%t they may gain theapprobation of thofe, who

differ

=

Few in- |

participate in the fame feelings of refponfibility.
But are no difadvantages imtroduced by this ar-
rangement ! What arethe inconveniencies of this
{pecies of refpondibility, and how may they be re-
medied ! Thofe, who are to be employed in the
execution of the laws, will be refponfible for their
conduct in fuch a way, as will ftimulate their ex-
ertions, and reftrain their dithonefty ; butas they
are not accountable to their fellow-citizens, they
will feel themfelves releafed from the neceffity
of a civil, refpeétful deportment to mankind,
and aflume a pride and arrogance of manners to-
wards all, who movein a fphere lefs elevated than
their own. Such infolence of behaviour, may
naturally be expected to refult from the cafe, and
it will be calculated to render the government
odious, and to fubjectthe laws to the imputation
of being oppreflive. I am far, however, from
anticipating any fudden evils from this quarter.
But as this 1s to be the vicious part of the cha-
racter of offices fooner or later, it may be well to
endeavour to ward of the evil, to asremote a pe-
riod as poflible. Perhaps no defcription/of men
whatever are fo blindly ignorant of the true
principles of human nature, as the various exe-
cutive officers in an old-eftablithed government.
If we critically examine the fubject, we fhall find
that theleading caufe why officers in general are
{o obnoxious to the people, andfo many laws com
plained of as grievous, is, that fuch officers make
it no part of their ftudy to underftand the various
fprings and operations of the human mind.

Every fituation in life has virtues and vices pe-
culiar to itfelf. Officers elected by the people
can generally find an eafier way of obtaining po-
pularity, thun the laborious tafk of performing
their duty. They can promote their purpofes
better, by flattering the prejudices, than by ferv-
ing the intereft of their couftituents. On the
other hand, officers appointed by the Supreme
Magiftrate, can only gain his approbation, by a
rigorous execution of duty. In accomplifthing this
object, they feel no refponfibility to fociety in
general, and are apt to neglect thofe common . ci-
vilities, which one perfon ufually expects from
another ; and which if they obferved; would ren-
der them agreeable, and their office acceptable.
In either of thefe cafes, amanofaliberal and vir-
tuous mind avoids the errors, into which, by his
fituation, he has atendencyto fall. A man well
acquainted with the human character, and who
pofiefles honefl principles, may always perform
his duty with fidelity and honor, and at the fame
time acquire eftimation, for his amiable and civil
deportment, from all clafles of citizens.

An infolent, overbearing conductmay be com-
patible with the firicteft integrity; but it argues
either a weak underftanding, or an erroneous e-
ducation. Though a man of this caft may not
hi:nfelf connive atany fraudsagainft government,
yet his manners and converfation are fo difguft-
ing, that he raifes enemies againft the laws, and
in that way, very often provokes fraudulent com
binations. It is difficult to eftimate prcci{'elg the
evils fuch characéters produce in fociety ; but I
believe a confiderable part of the difcontentment
and knavery, that exift inany government, arein
{tigated by the injudicious conduct of public of-
ficers. The people aflociate their ideas, in fuch
a manner, as to imagine that the occaﬁonal,m_ili
management of individuals is.a fault neceflarily
incident to government ; and therefore fuppofe,
that an evafion of law is juftifiable, no lefs than
oppofition and hatred to thofe who execute the
laws.

The prefent age is a period of experiment and
improvement. It iseafy for usto trace public dif-
orders to their true fources ; but it will be more
difficult to apply fuitable remedies. Itawillnotbe
attainable to avoid fuch inconvenienciesaltogeth-
er ; but when we know how liable they are to hap-
pen, it fhould induce us to guard againft them, as
far as may be practicable. ' For this purpofe, it
thould be one circumitance to be confidered in ef-
timating the qualifications of public officers, whe-
ther they combine fuch properties as will lead to
an able and faithful difcharge of their duty, and
at the fame time, render their fervices not odi-
ous and contemptible to the people.—It may ap-
pear capricious to fuggeft theidea, but I think it
will occur on a little reflection, that no man no.
torioufly unpopular, fhould ever be employed in
any important office. Though I aclfnowledge‘,
that popularity is often connected with meanef:
and knavery ; yet I have obferved, that clunlac-
ters who are extremely dbnoxious, are fo defec-
tive, eitherin talents or prndence, as to difquali
fy them from acting in any ftation, with reputa-
tion to themfelves or advantage tothe community.

Many. perfons are fo ignorant of the principles
of human nature, as to imagine, that they can
only difcover an honeity and firmnefs of conduct,
by a captious temper, and a domineering deport-
ment. It feems not to occur to fuch people, that

e A i o ~

diferetion fhould ever be ranked among the ufeful
qualifications of a public officer. By this means,
their virtues, and fuch good gualities as they re-
ally do poflefs, lofe their beneficial influence.

If one were enquired of, whether the propen-
fity of the people to complain of publick mea-
{ures without auy caufe was greater, than thelia-
bility of officers to give aéfral occafion of offence,
it would be dafficult to adjult an anfwer to the
queftion. It is evident, that moft of the clamors
againft public meafures, do not proceed from
motives that are pure and difinterefted ; but then,
this malignity of motives is heightened by the ill
nature and difcontentment, which are excited by
real mifmanagement.

ASKETCHOF THE POLITICAL STATE OF AMERICA.

[Continuéd from No. XIV.]

A MERE defcription, or definition, aof certpin
puwers to be vefted in a conflitruent body of men,
hus never yet been found to poifefs intuitively
thofe effects, which anfwer the end and aim for
which all power was originally delegated ; nor
has the moit diffufive patriotifin, operating among;
any people, towards the aid of Government, yet
fuperceded the want of that encouragement to
duty, which arifes from the emoluments of of-
fice : But ali nations have uniformly deemed it
neceflary to call for a portion of the wealth of
their citizens, to eftablith and fupport Govern-
ment in its various executive branches.—This
fact being eftablifhed, the moft obvious reflection
which prefents itfelf is, how is this neceflary fup-
port to be obtained with the greateft eafe? And
fo as to bear moft equally on the different clafles
of the people, and the various interefts of the
community ! The varying praciices of different
nations, make the folution of this queftion in a
degree problematical, and to depend on 2 com-
bination of circumftances and caufes, which it
would require a volume to explore, and far ex-
ceeds the bounds of my prefent defign.

I conceive the beft criterion for us will be, to
commence with an inveftigation of natural prin-
ciples, and their correfpondingeffeéts, whichan
acquaintance with humai nature, will enable us
to develope, and as far as a detail of reafoning may
be neceflary, that we limit our refearchesto thofe
cafes, which apply beft to the confequence.—Itis
to be regretted,that for want ofa prior fyftem on
this fubject, owing to our late unhinged and di-
vided fituation, we evidently feel the Iofs of thofe
accurate data, and that compleat’ information
from the various parts of the Continent, which
would fubferve the moft valuable purpefes.—I
thall venture a few ideas, on the proper mode of
obtaining fuch informatien in future, in fome
{fubfequent paper.

We now come to fpeak of the moft eligible
plan, on which to raife the neceflary fupplies of
Government—and fhall here find it expedient to
confult the peculiar genius of the American peo-
ple, and fome leading traits of the human cha-
racter :—There is ever a prevailing jealoufy
among the mafs of a free people, relating to the
grants and appropriations of their pecuniary pro-
perty : It will hence follow, that fuch a fyftem
of taxation thould be adopted, as will, in its ope-
ration, touch moft delicately this tender ftring ;
and that the objects, for which any afleflinents are
made, fhould be regularly publithed, except in
cafes of war, &c. where the public good makes fe-
crecy indifpenfible : Perhaps no people exifting
ever poflefled, in a greater degree, that kind of
jealoufy above mentioned, than the Americans,
and which in fome inftances, defcends to mean
fufpicions: It will therefore be thought proper
in torming the Revenue Syftem, not only to have
a regard to the interefts which will be immediate-
ly affected thereby ; bur to the peculiar nature
and genius of the people to be governed ; let the
“ fuaviter in modo” be adopted, but without leof-
ing fight of the ¢ fortiter in re.”” Theliberal, or
rather loofe principles of government heretofore
exifting in America, have been, and without the
niceft hand in future directions, may continue to
be oppofed to bringing into action thofe great re
fources ofnational wealth, which are to be found,
if explored. The native enterprize of Ameticans
towards the extenfion of commerce, affords us a2
a fair profpet of colleéting an important fhare
of the public revenue from foreign importations,
if the tariff is levied with judgment ; and perhaps
for the prefent this will be confidered the only
fource of national confequence: Foreignluxuries
brought into this country ought to be duly noti-
ced by our impeft laws, as common obfervation
and conftant experience dictate the policy of tax-
ing the paflions of mankind, which may tend ro
good moral as well as political purpofes, and is 2
{pecies of taxation, which will be more cheerful-
ly fuftained, as men but little value any obftacles




