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The RIGHT CONSTITUTION of a COMMOIN-
WEALTH EXAMINED,
“N CONTINUATION.)

OUR author is no where fo weak as in this
realon, or under this head. He attempts to prove
his point by reafon and examples, but is equally
unfortunate in both. Firft, by reafon. “¢¢ The
‘“ people,” fays he, ‘“ muit belefs luxurious than
kings, or great ones, becaufe they are bounded
within a more lowly pitch of defire and ima-
¢ gination : Give them but pazem et tircenfes,
‘“ bread, fport and eafe, and they are abundantly
¢ fatisfied.”” It it tobe feared that this is too
good a character for any people living, or that
have lived. The 'difpofition to luxury is the
fame, tho the habit is not, both in plebeians,
patricians and kings. When we fay their defires
are bounded, we admirt the defires to exift. Ima-
gination is as quick in one as in the other. It is
demanding a great deal to demand ¢ bread, and
““ {fports, and eafe.” No one cantell how far thefe
terms may extend. If by bread is meant a fub-
filtence, a maintenance in food and clothing, it
will mount up very high ; if by fportsbe meant
cock-fighting, horfe.racing, theatrical reprefen-
tations, and all the fpecies of cards, dice, and
gambling, no mortal philofopher can fathom the
depthof this article; and if with ¢ bread” and
“ {port’’ they are to have ‘¢ eafe” too, and by
cafe be meant idlenefs, an exemption from care
and labor, all three together will amount to as
much as ever was demanded for nobles or kings,
and more than ought everto be granted to either.
But let us grant all this fora moment; we fhould
be difappointed ; the promifed ¢ abundant fatis-
¢ faction,” would not be found. Tke bread
muftfoonbe of the fineft wheat ; poultry and gib-
bier muft be added to beef and mutton ; the en-
ertainments would not be elegant enough after
atime ; more expence muit be added :—In fhort,
contentment is not in human nature ; there is no
pallion, appetite, or affection for contentment.
To amufe and flatter the people with compliments
of qualities that never exifted in them, is not the
duty or theright of a philofopher or legiflator ;
he muft form a true idea and judgment of man-
kind, and adapt hisintitutions to facts, not com-
pliments.
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An ESSAY on FREE TRADE and FINANCES.
(Gontinued from No. LI11.)

THE {cheme of ifluing any more continental
money, I take for granted, no body will think
of, and therefore I conclude, thatr all the ways
and means which have hitherto been tryed, have
proved utterly infufficient for the purpofe : And
1 further conceive, that it will be allowed, that
the mode I propofe, if pur into practice, would
be fufficient. I further contend, that no other
mode within our reacl, is or can be equally eafy
to the people, and equally productive of fuf-
ficient money for the various purpofes of our uni-
on; this is then the only practicable way our
union can be fupported, and of courfe the union
depends on it, and without it, muft inevitably
fall to pieces. To fay all this, may be thought
very great prefumption in an individual; be it
fo, i1l I am fafe, for no man can contradi‘t me,
who is not able to find and explain fome other
way of fupply, equally eafy tothe people, and
equally productive of all the money which the
fupportof theunionrequires: But inas much as
the eagernefs of enquiry for feveral years pait
has not been able to difcover any fuch other mode,
I conclude there is no fuch, and of courfe, the
one I have propofed is the only one that can be
adopted, to fave ourunion from diflolution ; and
under the impreflion of this full perfuafion, may
I be permitted to addrefs our public adminiftra-
tion, not only in Congrefs, but in all the ftates,
in the ﬂrong]anguﬂgc of Lord Chatham ; fet me
down as an ideot, if you do not adopt it, or rue
your neglect ; and ’tis not certain that, our pof-
terity in the next age, and all our neighbours in
the prefent, will not fet you down for ideots, if
you don’t adopt it foon, before the mifchiefs it
i defigned to obyiare, fhall grow up to fuch de-
gree of magnitude and ftrength, as to become
incapable of remedy ; for what can they think,
when they fhall fee that you fuffer our union,
which is committed to your care, to fall topieces
under your hands, becaufe you will not attempt
to give it that fuppoers, which to fay the leaft of
it, is inits nature practicable, and the due prac-
tice of which would produce the great remedy
required.

But yon will fay perhaps, weadmit your prin-
ciple to be jult and good, ‘but we canpot raife
our ideasup to your height of [rale or degree of im-
poft 5 yourtax is too high, it grafps too mych, and
is thereby in.danger of lofing all, it will feare our
people out of their wits. 1 don’t think muchof
this, if the wits which the people now have, are
not futficient for their falvation, it matters little
how foon they are fcared out of them ; bur ’tis
not certain that their wits are {o volatile, their
is at leaft a poffibility, a chance that they may
have wit enough to adopt the remedy, that wiil
prevent thofe calamities, which (if not prevent-
ed) will foon drive them out of their fecurity—
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their property—theirnational honor—their coun-
try and wits too ; at leaft I think it needlefs for
y outo loofe your wits, for fear the people will
loofe theirs.” But I would afk you ferioufly, do
you think thata lefs fcale of tax than that which
[ propofe, would be fufficiently productive for
the publick fervice, or thefupportof theunion ?
I think you muft probably fay no, on the bare pre-
fumption, (for the produce of an untryed tax,
can’t be reduced to a certainty) to what purpofe
then, I further afk, would it be to fet on foot fo
expenfive and troublefome an operation, which
when computed, would be utterly inadequate to
its purpofes ; or what funds have you, out of
which you expect to draw the deficiency ? ‘

If there is any wifdom or effort in our councils
and plans, they muft reach through ; they muft
connect the means with the end, and make the
one adequate to the other. Would younot laugh
at a failor, who fthould moor a thip with an inch
rope, and fo loofe the fhip, for fear his owners
fhould find fault with him for wetting a cable.
Where means are inadequate to their end, they
become ridiculous, efpecially when adopted in
matters of confequence, people lofe all confi-
dence in their effecis, and therefore lofe all cou-
rage and inducementto ufe ftrong efforts to make
them operate. I am clearly of opinion, if our
people have loft their confidence in our public
councils, and are backward in pufhing them into
practice, the reafon is, not becaufe they are ftupid
and blind to their interefts, or wantingin zeal to
promote them, but becaufe their courage is all
worn out and their patience exhaufted, byafeven
years courfe of vifionary, ineffectual, ill contriv-
ed and half digefted plans, which promifed lit-
tle in theory, but conftantly in practice, proved
the bafelefs fabricks of avifion, and vanijhed at
laft, not only withoutufe, but with confequences
very detrimental to our national character of
integrity and wifdom, as well as to the interefts
and morals of our people ; not the leaft difcourag-
ing of all which, was this conftant effect which
they all had, viz. that thofe ftates or individuals,
which promoted them with moft zeal, ardor and
effort, always loft moft by them.

(To be continued.)

NEW-YORK, OCTOBER I7.

LAST Tuefdaya Deputation from the Society
of Friends, waited on the Prefident of the United
States, and prefented him with the following
Addrefs :—

The Addrefs of the R:’/IS."C.’!‘ISff.’-z‘f‘}' called Quak
Jrom their yearly meeting for Pennfylvania, New
Jerfey, Delaware and the weflern parts of Mary-
land and Virginia—

To the PRESIDENT of th¢e UNITED STATES.

BEING met in this our annual Aflembly, for

the well ordering the affairs of our religious fo-
ciety, and the promotion of univerfal righteonf-
nefs, our minds have been drawn to confider, that
the Almighty, who ruleth in Heaven, and in the
kingdoms of men, having permitted a great re-
volution to take place in the government of this
country ;—we are fervently concerned that the
Rulers of the People may be favored with the
counfel of God—the only fure means of enabling
them to fulfil the important truft committed to
their charge ; and in an efpecial manner, that
divine wifdom and grace,vouchfafed from above,
may qualify thee to fill up the duties of the ex-
alted ftation to which thou art appointed.

We are fenfible thou haft obtained great place
in the efteem and affe¢tions of people of all de-
nominations over whom thou prefideft ; and ma-
ny eminent talents being committed to thy truft,
we much defire they may be fully devotedto the
Lord’s honor and fervice—that thus thou mayft
be an happy inftrument in his hand, forthe fup-
preflion of vice, infidelity and irreligion, and e-
very fpecies of oppreflion on the perfons or con-
{ciences of men, fo that righteoufnef’s and peace
which truly exalteth a nation, may prevail
throughout the land, as the only folid foundation
that can be laid for the profperity and happinefs
of this or any country.

The free toleration which the citizens of thefe
States enjoy inthe public worfhip of the Almigh-
ty, agreeable to the dictates of their confeiences
we efteem among the choiceft of bleflings ; and
as we defire to be filled with fervent charity for
thofe who difer from us in matters of fajrh and
pradiice, believing that the general aflembly of
Saints is compofed of the fincere and upright heart-
ed of all nations, kingdoms and people—fo, we
truft, we may juftly claim it from others ; and
in a full perfuafion thatthe divine principle we
profefs, leads unto harmony and concord, we can
take no partin carrying on war on any occafion,
orunder any power, but are bound in confcience
to lead quiet and peaceable lives, in godlinefs
and honefty, amongft men, contributing freely
our proportion to the indigencies of the poor,
and to the neceflary fupport of civil government,
acknow]edging thofe that rule well to be worthy
of double honor; and if any profefling with us,
are or have been of a contrary difpofition or con-
duct, we own them not therein, having never
bc‘c.‘n.charge;'lble from our firft eftablifhment as a
religions locrety, with fomenting or countenane-

ing tumults o:'lc.onf'p}mci?s, or difrefpedt to thofe
whoare placed in authority over ys.

We with not improperly to intrude on th

Or patience, nor isit our practice to offer
tion to any, but as we area people whofe
ples and conduét have been mifreprefented ang
n'ud:.lcml—wc take the liberty to alfure thee, thar
we feel our hearts :Mcctionatcly drawn towards
thee and thofe in authority over us, with Prayers
that thy Prefidency may, under the bleﬂiné of
Heaven, be happy to thyfelf andto the peo})}e;
that t.hrough_thc encreafe of morality and trye
religion, divine Providence may condefcend ¢
look down upon our land with a propitious eye,
and blefs the inhabitants wi

peace, the dew of Heaven,.and the fatnefs of the
earth ; and enable us gratefully to acknowledoe
his manifold mercies ; and it is our earneft cop-
cern, thathe way be pleafed to grant thee every
neceflary qualification to fill thy weighty and ini:
portant ftation to his glory, and that finally, when
all terreftial honors fhall fail and pafs away, thou
and thy refpectable confort may be found worthy
to receive a crown of um"‘.uiing righteoufnefs in
the manfions of peace and joy forever.

Signed in and on behalf of the faid meeting, beld
in Philadelphia by a ljournments from the 28th of
the gth month, to the 3d day of the roth south in-
clufive, 1789. UCHARD WALN, Glert,

The Anjwer of the PRESIDEN of the UniTED

STATES, to the Addrefs of the {':/igio:u Saciety

Y time
adula-
Pprinci-

alled QUARERS, from their yearly meeting fa.,"

1fylvania, 4\'1‘71‘-»7:)/[_., Delaware t

weftern parts of Maryland and Virgin
GENTLEMEN,

I RECEIVE with pleafure your affectionate
addrefs,and thank you for the friendly fentiments
and good wifhes which you exprefs for the ficcefs
of my adminiftration and for my perfonal hap-
pinefs.

We have reafon to rejoice in the profpect, that
the national goverpment which by the fayor of
divine Providence was formed by the common
councils, and peaceably eftablifhed with the com-
mon confent of the people, will prove a blefiing
to every denomination of them ; to render it
fuch my beft endeavors fhall not be wanting, Go-
vernment being among other purpofes inflituted
to protect the perfons and confciences of men
from oppreflion, it cerrainly isthe duty of rulers
not only to abftain from it themfelves,but accord-
ing to thejr ftations to preventit in others.

The liberty enjoyed by the people of thefe

tates of worfhiping Almighty God agreeably ]
their con{ciences is not only among the choiceft of
their bleflings, but alfo of their rights—whilemen
perform their focial duties faithfully, theydoall
that fociety or the State can with propriety ex-
pect or demand, andremain refponfible only to
their Maker for the religion or mode of faith
which they may prefer or profefs. Your princi-
ples and conduct are well known to me, andit
1s doing the people called Quakers no more than
juftice to fay,that (except their declining to fhare
with others the burthen of the common defence)
thereis no denomination among us who are more
exemplary and ufeful citizens. I affure you ve-
ry explicitly that in my opinion the confcientious
fcruples of all men fhould be treated with great
delicacy and tendernefs,and it is my wiih andde-
fire that the laws may always be as estenfively
accommodated to them as a due regard to the
protection and effential interefts of the nation may
juftify and permit. Signed
Fort g GEORGE WASHINGTON.
HEALTH, )

MANY perfons fuffer in their health from caunfes which might
eafily be avoided : Bad air is very deftrutive to health. I will
mention a circumftance but little attended to : Many complain
that their cellars will not keep meat, butter, &c.—the reafon
generally is, that there is no circulation of air intheir cellars; con=
fined air corrupts, and will corrupt meat or vegetables if putinto
it ; therefore to remove the air complained of, every cc_llar fhould
have windows to admit a conftant ftream of frefh air ; n (Umr?".r
the windows fhould be the northern iide the houle; in winter Jefs
air 1s neceffary, but fome muft be admitted.

The greateft evil arifing from corrupted air in c_c]l;r:}!, 1t
conftantly mixing with the air in the houfe, and by its pOliQ"‘f”‘
effluvia endangers the health of the family. From this caule ut-
doubtedly fatal ficknefs has often been prz(’.g'id.

—

PRICE CURRENT.——NEW-YORK, "
Jamaica Spirits, - - - 5/3
Antigna Rum, - - - ‘}_/_:{'
St. Croix, do. - - '3.,/6‘
Country, do. - - . 2/10.
Molaffes, - - - 2f: o 2/1.
Brandy, - - . 5/9. @ 6,/'
Geneva, - - - 5,/3(;
Do. in cafes, - - 73[ a 29)-
Mufcovado Sugar, - - 8/ a 72/
Loaf, do. = - 1/3
Lump, do. & - 3 ;%/'.
Pepper - - - a/:
PHIl |Acntin. - - - 9,[3~ 4 2/
Coffee, > 3 1/8, a 19-
Indigo, {Carolina) - - R 18 o/
Rice, - - - 24/. 4
Superfine Flour, - . 2
Common do. - - 43/ 4@
Rye do. - - - 20/.
Indian Meal, - - e
Rye, - - 49/: . ¢
Corn, (Sonthern) -
Do. (Northern,) 43
Beef, firft quality, - 8.
Pork, firft quality, - 4 =
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