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(A NATIONAL PAPER.)
Publified at the SeaT of the NATionaL GOV ERNMENT,
CONTAINING,

i, EARLY and authentic Accountsof the PROCEEDINGS
of CONGRESS—its LAWS, ACTS,. and. RESOLUTIONS,
communicated {o as:to form an HISTORY of the TRANSACTIONS
of the NATIONAL LEGISLATURE,

pARTIAL SKETCHES Of the DEBATES of EoONGRESS.

111 SAYS on the great fubjeéts,of Government; alfo upon
the natiane! and local Rights «31 lllv‘ AMERICAN. CITIZENS, as
founded uponthé National orState Confitutions ; alfo upon-every
other Subjet, which'may appear. {fmtable for new {paperdifcuifion,

1V. A SERIES of PARAGRAPHS! calculated to catch the
¢ LIVING MANNERS AS THEY R1sE,” and to point the public
attention t0 Objeéts that. have an mmportant. reference to domeflic,

A hane [
Sfocial and public happinefs.

lrrarylnﬂl(unum—xLl:gmus:md moral Objeéts—Improvementsin
Seience, Arts, EDUCATION and HUMANITY —their foreign
Treaties, Alliances, Conneétions, &c.

V1. Every [pecies of INTELLIGENCE, which may affeét the
commercial, agriculturel, menufaéturing, ox political INTERESTS of
the AMERICAN NATION.

VII. A CHAIN of DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES.

VIIL. A SERIES of FOREIGN ARTICLES of INTELLI-
GENCE.

X: The STATE of the FUNDS—Courfes of Exchange— Prices

Current, &c. —
CONDITIONS.

| &
Publiflied’every WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY.
II.
Theprice to Subferibers(exclufive of poftage) THREE DOLLARS
P7< annum
I1I,
The firft femi-annual payment to-be made in three mouths from the
time u/f:."'/u.:"u g, and future payments to be made +ever y fix months.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Will be recetved in all the capital towns upon the Continent alfo at No

9, Maiden-Lane, near the Ofwego-Market, New-Y ork.

To the PUB 3.A.C.

AT this important Crifis, the ideas that fill the mind, are preg-
nant with Events of the greatelt magnitude—to ftrengthen and
complete the UNION of the States—to extend and proteét ¢heir
COMMERCE, under egiual Treaties yet to be formed—to explore
and avvange the NATIONAL FUNDS—to reftore and eftablith
the PUBLIC CREDIT—and ALL under the aufpicesof an untri.
ed Syltem of Government, will requize the ENERGIES of the
Patriots and Sages of our Country— Hence the proprietyof encreafing
the Mediums of Knowlege and' Information.

AMERICA, from this pertod, begins a new Era in her nation-
al exiftence—“ THE WORLD 1s ALL BEFORE. HER'—The
wildom.and felly—the mifery and proipenty of the EMPIRES,
STATES, and KINGDOMS, which have had their day upon
the great Theatre of Time, and are now no more, fuggeft the moft
important Mementos—Thefe, with the rapid feries of Events, in
which our-own Country has been fo deeply intercfted, have
taught the enlightened: Citizens of the United States, that FREE-
DOM and GOVERNMENE—LIBERTY and LAWS; arcinfe-
parable.

This Convition has led to the adoption of the New Cenftituti-
an; for however, varrous the Sentiments, ref{pe€ting the ME-
RITS of this Syftem, all 600p MEN are agreed in the neceflity
that exifts, of an EFFICIENT FEDERAI GOVERNMENT,

A paper, therefore, eftablithed upon NATIONAL, INDE-
PENDENT, and IMPARTIAL PRINCIPLES—which fhall
iake up the premifed Articles, 9pon 2 COMPETENT PLAN, itis
prefumed, will be highly interéfling, and meet with public ap-
probation agd patronage.

The Editor of this Publication is determined to leave no avenue
of informaton unexplorved :—He folicits the aflilance of Perfons
of leifure and abilities—which, united with his own afliduity, he
flatters himfc!f will render the Gazette of the United States not
unworthy general encouragement——and is, with due refpeét,

the public’s humble fervant, CNE EDITON

POSTSCRIPT.

SIX Months have now elapfed fince this paper was .ufhered

into (‘:-'()L-n[_q“,l/g;uf‘]r the [birit of the plan has been exhibited, and
adhered to, is not for the Editor to fav.—4A generous and candid pub-
lic has awarded it approbation, by a [ubf. ription which is faid to de
moreum:ﬁvc than 'Ij{r/ on fimilar occ ‘I]IU)I\A-—-,‘IVI ach 'vprv/fr/;"””f"[ "/
Mtfl:'m‘ 1§ therefore due from the publijher.—The expence attending an
nnd:rt.v’:zr:gc[//:;\ kind is always rreat: in the prefent inflance, it has
mot been counterbalanced by dny of ‘the cuffomary e eipts on account of
adv(rt{ﬁ ments—the obje/l /"fllllﬁ’f an exte 7»! s cireulation, the Editor éon,
Cetving that their infertion wonld have counteracied that part of his plan,
kas never admitted any. Ths confideration if it was necejfary to be
jﬂquﬁ(;;’ ild point out the importance of punfluality on ”""l/"" ¢ of the
/"M”h"f—’[ appearsto have been very generally attended to, as tha
Payments kave been un fually prompt g

nee

: [{_i‘- nedeffary to obferve that the mumber of names which have hanoved
tie fubfcraption, is nat [uffictent to defray the expence of the publication,
“”."/{” afford the Editor a combetent fupport, er a [uppafition that the
whole fhouldbe collecled.— Additianai Jubfcriftions are therefore folicited ;
and when tt is co» fidered, that the b If er is ;r’ril-’ m s co ‘/7""”",/:'” L S0
tams intelligence of the moft ;w»n‘}?ﬁ'.z,“ natwre ; ahounds with more ori-
gnaiity than any other periedical publication ; and, viewed asa mif-
‘..(/“1“. is cheaper than any magazine, regifter, €3c. it can not be donbted
out that it will receive an adcquate pﬂlhr"v ge.

In the prefent number, the publication of the Fournals of the Scnate
'S commenced.  Asthere is no. gallery to the Semate Chamber, all that
o be known of the brocesdings of that Moft Honoralle branch of tha
National Leg 1/(:1!m;2m from w},—% Fournal. this viewof the 0«"])”-‘7."’
1S Jubpofod they 1e poice of the Laros and

/ Y will be thterefiing tothe y

,( 7"'”““-‘ l'/ the two Houfes enly, whick willbe grwen i the conrfe
qQ PPy . A2 -7 o
¥ One year, amounts to more than the [ubfeription.

The Fd tor isdetermined to profecute the publicat
nal py; iciplés ;- He hopes to make 1t more interelli 2
Calons.of his ingenious corr fhondents : He folicits the aid of every
jriend to fejence, freedom .”“l“‘_x‘rm:./,‘./n[ : dnd [uch r';/m ulations as
oeara friendly afpeit to the pesce. honor-and profperity of our rifing
nation, will be received with blic’s hvmble fervant
N F £ N ¥N.0.

with gratituds by the pub
70 H
'K, Ofober 14, 1789.
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“ When human creatures once [ubmit to goveris
menty, and.are; ufed to live under the reftraint of laws,
i iS incredible how many ufeful cautions zé//(.’/l/ ~de-
nials they will learn topraltife by experience and ini-
tation.”’

THERF, prevails am opinien, even among
fenfible politicians, that men are only
obedient to government from compulfion. If fear
of punithwent, fay they, is removed; there will
no longer be any obedience to the laws. Whe-
ther this confequence would follow to fuch a de-
gree, that, upon the removal of penal laws, go-
vernment would be diflolved, need not be brought
into difcuflion. Certain howeverit is, that many
ufeful, virtuous citizens pafs‘through life, with-
out ever feeling any ewmotions of fuch a fear.
Theirobedience thereforeis to be afcribed to other
caufes. Perhaps habit conftitures the moft pow-
erful one.  Men are accuftomed to perform du-
ties without arepetition of the motives which firft
ftimulated them ; and they learn to fuftain bur-
dens and facrifices: without oppofition. or com-
plaint. - Obedience refulting from fuch canfes
has a preference over that, which is produced
by penalties. It cofts the government lefs, and
is a demonftration that the people love and re-
gard the laws,

In a well regulated community it will be found
that the orderly conduct of the citizens becomes
a matter of general confent. Itisunderftood and
expected among the inhabitants that certain rules
of decorum with refpectto behaviour, and a ftea-
dy, peaceable obfervance of the laws fhould be
deemed requifitein obtaining weight and popula-
vity of character. Whena government has been
long eftablithed, fuch regulations will introduce
them{elves as a matter of courfe, and will contri-
bute to relieve the magiftrate from many painful
acts of duty. But inthe firft organization of go-
vernment, the friends of good order and virtue
thould difcover a peculiar degreg of care and vi-
gilance. Otherwife the people will early fovm
habits of difohedience to the laws, and difrefpect
for the magiftrates. Lhavebefore difeufled points
fomething like thefe, in the r3th and 14th num-
bers of my {peculations, which were principally
confined to the fubject of fisuggling. In thofe
effays I dwelt largely upon the advantage of af-
fociations, and pointed out how far they would
prove efficacious in giying the revenue laws a fa-
vorable introduction.

I am inclined to imagine thar the people are
now {o oppofed to the fraudulent practice of fmug-
gling, that few individuals will dare rifque the
attempt. Indeed I fhould feel a ftrong degree of
fecuricy that the revenue would be honeftly col-
lected, were not the ports of entry fo numerous
and fcattered as to increafe the temptation to the
practice, by leflening the difficulty and hazard.
Thofe perfons who live in the vicinity of the lit-
tle ports will do well to refle¢t that they hold
their advantages only in a ftate of probation. If
they difcoveran honeft indignation againt every
attempt to defraud the revenue, and give equal
demontftrations of integrity with the inhabitants
of larger ports, it is not improbable they may be
long indulged with the prefent accommodating
arrangements. Thefe people would likewife do
well to reflect that, it was with difficulty, Con-
grefs were prevailed on to confent to the eftab-
lithment of fuch various portsof entry, as it was
predicted that the product of the revenue would
be endangered by the indulgence. 1If therefore
the anticipations of thofe members, who ohjected
to the plan, fhould prove true, it will no doubt
induce Congrefs to make alterations in the fyf-
tem lefs :1faptcd to the general convenience of
the citizens. In whatever light the fubject is
viewed, there refults the ftrongeft arguments
in favor of watching carefnlly over the reve-
nue, that it may prove fo productive as not to
defeat the purpofe of the prefent lenient regula-
tions.

The inhabitants of populous towns aré more
readily formed into habits of punctuality and ho-
nor, than thofe in finaller places, where credit
and character are lefs eflential to profperity. It
therefore happens, that the mean, difhonorable
practice of fmuggling finds more conntenance in
fmall than large ports. But the inhabitants in
general, who derive no benefit from the illicit
gains, fhould contemplate well the inconvenience
to which they willbe expofed, by acquiefcing in
fo pernicious and difgraceful a practice. It pro-

motes the interefts ofa few unworthy individuals
at the expence of the honeft, induftrions part of
the community. For, if the government finds
the fources of the revenue, already in operation,
inadequate to the public expenditure, new chan.-
nels of {upply muft be opened. The people, by
conniving at frauds in the collection of the im-~

pofts, are giving themfelves no relief, but are in
fact encreafing.their own burdens.

Some: men have fuch a falfe tafte inmorals asto
feelno remorfe at practifing knavery againft the
government. Thereisa{educing kindof fallacy:
inthis idea. ‘The reafon ivisnot'generally explod-
ed, and: public knaves treated with the fame con-
tempe: and: abhorrence as private, proceedsfrom
the injury not being. fo firiking. and' apparent.
Men do not fo readily difeern the inconvenience
as to complain of'the injuftice. All kindsof kna-
very however are a public difhonor and: detri-
ment; and all good nmen fhould make a common
caufe in preventing and punifhing it in‘ali thapes
and degrees:

In the prefent ftate of our government, we
cannot depend on the penal force of the laws
alone. Virtuous citizens fhould have an under-
{tanding with each other, and make it a point of
honor and ambition to eftablith a fair colledtion
of the revenue.

When a juit and honorable praciice has been a
few months or years obferved, men will annex
ideas of infamy to every act of frand commirted
againft the public treafury. The profperity of fo-
ciety depends more, than is ufually imagines: on
the honeft habitsofthe people. 'There is fucha
connedtion berween different’ virtues that when
one prevails it cherithes and promotes many oth-
ers. Honefty will prove favorable to economy ;
and by paying punctually what is demanded,
thereis lefs reafon to expedt an accumulation of
demands.. Virtuous and difcerning men muft
therefore rejoice to find a fpiritof honor and punc-
tuality eifting in all tranfactions relative to the
public treafury. Nothing will more effectually
contribute to this object, than good examples and
a general fentiment of difapprobation againit e-
very fpecies of fraud or collufion thatis difcovered.
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Written in. Holland, in the Year M,DCC,L .\'.\'_\')
By His Excellency
THE VICE-PRESIDENT ofthe UNITER STATES.
L'E'FT E-R HI.
AMSTERDAM, OcT. 6, 1780.
SER,

YOUR third preprofition is “* to fhew that A-
mericay notwithftanding the war, daily increafés
“ in [trength and force.”

It is an undoubted fact, that America daily in-
creafes in ftrength and force ; but it may not be
{o eafy to prove this to the fatisfaction of an Eu-
ropean, who has never been acrofsthe Atlantic ;
however, fome things may be brought into con-
fideration, which may convince if properly at-
tended to.

1. It may be argted from experience of form-
er wars, during all which, the population of that
country was fo far from being diminithed, or
even kept at a ftand, that it was always found,
at the end of a war, that the numbers of people
had increafed, during the courfe of'it, nearly in
the fame ratio as in time of' peace. Even in the
Iaft French war, which lafted from 1755 to 1963
(during which timethe American colonies made
as great exertions, had inthe field as great anum-
ber of nien, and put themfelvesto as great an ex-
pence, in proportion to the numbers  of people,
as the United States have done during this war)
it was found that the population had increafed
nearly as faft asin times of peace.

2 1f you make enquiry into the circumftances
of the different parts of America, at this day, you
find all the States pufhing their fettlements out
into the wildernefs, upon the frontiers, cutting
down the woods, and fubduing new lands, with
as much eagernefs and rapidity as they ufed to
do in former times of war or peace. This fpread-
ing of the people, into the wildernefs, is ade-
cifive proof of the increafing population.

3. The only certain way of determining the ra-
tio of the increafe of population, is by authentic
numerations of the people, and regular official
returns. This has, I believe, never been done
generally in former wars, and hasbeen generally
omitted in this. Yet fome States have made thefe
returns :  The Maflfachuferts Bay, for example,
had a valuation about the year 1773 or 1 774, and
again the laft year, 1779, theyhad another. In
this peried of § years,’that State was found to have
increafed, both in number of people and value of
property, more than it had ever grown beforein
the fame period of time. Now the Maflachufetts
Bay had a greater number of men employed in the
war, both by land and fea, in proportion to the
numnber of her inhabitants, thanany other State
in the thirteén. She has had more men killed,
taken prifoners, and died of ficknefs, than any
other State ; yet her growth has been as rapid as
ever : From whence it may be fairly argued, that
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all the other States have grown in the fame or a
greater proportion.
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