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«. The more untaught and inconfiderate men are; thd
more entirely they ar > Jwayed by the paffion thatis up-
Psrmoﬂ.”

TIIOSE who aflert, that human nature 18

the fame in all ages and fituations, do

not fpeak  with pr.(u'i.iion. The obfervation 13
artly true ; bur it 1S not whollyfo. Men act,
eq:mllyin all ftages of fociety, under the impulfe
of fuch motives as have the firongeft influence.—
Civilization does not déftroy the paffions, nor pre-
vent the mind from being warped by prejudices.
In different ficuations, howeveér, different paflions
take the léad’; and men of education and reflec-|
tion learn to make one paffion fubferyient to ano-|
cher in fuch a degree, that that, which from pre-|
fent circumf{tances might be fuppofed uppermoft,
is not the predominatingone. ' This is the effect]
of ating by l'}'ﬂcn‘\, :m‘(l controuling t'he ntcmu]i
Operntions by habits of order and felf-denial.—!
Some men, though they are conftantly c.\'lml'ed to!
oppoﬁtion, and meet .\V‘l[h a thoufand }'ubs _:m(l.
diffictities, feldom exhibit any marks of refent-}
ment or diﬁ]uictude. The paflion of anger re-
fides in fuch a breaft, as much as it does in one,|
that appears’ more turbulent and untractable.—
But a fenfible man knows that unlefs he governs
his {pirit, he will défeat his own views ; '.md'lhis
giakes him conquer I‘xis anger, by fubjecting it to
the ftronger fway of avarice or ambition. = Thus
jtappeais that human nature may be {o m:ma‘;ed‘,
that it cannot, judging from appearances and ef-
fedts, be called'precifely the fame in all fituations.

Perfons,who have lived long under the reftraint
ofgood laws, and have been blefled with the re-
fined regulations of civilized life, are changed in-
toadifferent kind of beings, from thefe who have
been educated under rude or carelefsinftitutions.
The force of the paffions is not only reftrained,
biif their bent and diredtion becomes very differ-
ent. A well-bred man will not quarrel with his
family or neighbois. He overlooks thofe little
miftakes and incidents which throw a clown into
petufance and anger. "The objects which employ
the mind of an ambitious citizen are calculared
1o foften and humanize the temper, and filence
the impetuofity of paffion, which rages with fuch
Violence in low fceres of life.

No conjecture canbe formed how humane and
amiable men may be rendered by more perfect
inftitutions and laws. Were a perfon only ac-
quainted wich the conduct of people in obfcure
villages, he would not conceive it_poffible, how
great a difference of deportment prevailed in
cultivated fociety. May we not extend the idea,
and anticipate improvementsin the art of happy
living as far fuperior to anythat have yet been ex-
perienced, as the beft fpecimens now known are
to the worft? To live quietly and happily is a
fcience which can be learned by ftudy and atten-
tion. The beft natural difpofition, and the grea-
telt fincerity of heart, which man ever poflefled,
will not fecure his friends againft his unfocial paf-
fions;, unlefs by art and education he has been
taughtto curbthem. 1 will clofe this {peculation
by an extract from an author who underftood well
the contexture of the human mind. His remarks
are fprightly and fenfible.

« Perfons that are well-educated have learned
to ftudy their eafe and the comforts of life ; to
tye themfelves up to certain rules and decorums
for their own advantage, and often {ubmit to {mall
inconveniencies to avoid greater. Among the
loweft vulgar, and thefe of the meaneft educa-
tion at all; Yyou feldom fee a lafting harmony ;
you fhall fee aman and his wife, that have a real
affectioni for one another, be full of love one hour
and difagree rhe next about a trifle ; and the lives
of many are made miferable, from no other fault
in themfelves than the want of manners and dif-
cretion. Withour defign, théy will [often talk
imprudently, till they raife one another’s anger,
which neither of them being able to {tifle—fhe
feolds at him—he beats her—fhe burfts into tears
—this moves him—he is lb:'x'y—lvo[h repent, and
are friends again—and with all the fincerity
imaginable refolve never to quarrel for the fu-
ture, as long as they live : All this will pafs be-
tween them in lefs than halfaday, and will per-

haps be repeated ‘once a month or oftener, as
provocations offer, or either of them 18 more or
lefs prone to anger. Affection never 1'cm.amed
long uninterrupted berween two perfons without
art ; and the belt friends, if they are always to-
gether, will fall out, unlefs great difcretion be
ufed on both fides.”
ANTE L 0L s

IT was a fayinig ofthe late King of Prussia,
that ¢ ;f; By
a man ¢oul
Fravece

, fpdere AT o
was hira dréam, and that the beft dream,

Fave, wonld be, that he was King laf
’__were he, however, alive now, he

would hold a different language.
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Written in Holland, in the Year M,DCC,LXXX

By His Excellency
I'HE VICE-PRESIDENT ofthe UNITED STATES.

-
LETTERIV.
ANSTERDAM,; OcT.6, 1780.
SIR,

YOUR fourth queftion is, ¢ Whether
& ;I'::'./ of atfelf, by medns f.:/'/‘:.fa:uf'.l/f//g ore:
ng the productions of feveral Provinces, would be
¢ able to continue the war Jor [ix, exght, or ten years,
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¢ f they weredeprived of the trade with Europe ;

< Ay ¥
exhaufled by the war, and forced to

< "

wrate peace, were.to leave them 27
This is an extreme cafe—And where is the ne-
ceflity of putting fucha fuppofition ? Is there the
leaft appearance of France or Spain being ex-
haufted by the war ! Arenot their refources much
greater than thofe of England, feparated as fhe is
from America? Why fhould a fufpicion be en-
tertained that France or Spain will make a fepa-
rate peace ! Are not thefe powers {ufficiently in-
terefted in feparatiug Amierica from }Ing]:;nd?
All the world knows, thattheir m;::‘itimc‘pu\\'cr.
and the poffeflion of their colonies, depend upon
{eparating them. Such chimeras as thefe are art-
fully propagated by the Englifh, to terrify, ftock-

jobbers ; but thinking men, and well informed

men, know that France and Spain have the moft
prefling motives to perfevereinche war. Befides,
infractions fo infamous, of folemn treaties made
and avowed to 2all mankind, are not commirtted by
any nation. In fhort, no man, who knows any
thing of the real wealth and power of England on
one hand,and ofthe power and refources off'rance,
Spain and America, on the other, can believe it
poflible, in the ordinary courfe of human events,
and without the interpofition of miracles, that
France and Spain fhould be fo exhaufted by the
war, as to be forced to make a feparate peace.

The other fuppofition here made is'equally ex-
treme. It isinthe nature of things impoftlible that
America fhould ever be deprived entirely of the
trade of Europe. In oppolitionto one extreme I
have'arightto advance another. AndI fay, that
ifall the maritime powers of Europe were to unite
their navies, to block upthe American ports, and
prevent the trade of Europe, they could not whol-
ly prevent it. Allthe men of war in Europe would
not be fufficient to block up afea-coit of two thou-
{fand miles in extent, varied, as that of America
is, by fuch an innumerable multitude of ports,
bays, harbors, rivers, creeks, inlets, and iflands ;
with a coaft fo tempeftuous, that there are many
occafions, in the courfe of the year,when merchant
veflels can pufh out andin, although men of war
cannot cruife. It fhould be remembered, that
this war was maintained by America for three
years, before France took any part in it : during
all that time the Englifh had fiftry men of war
upon that coaft, which is a greater number than
they ever will have again : yetall their vigilance
was not fufficient to prevent American trade with
Europe. At the worft time we ever {aw, one vef-
fel inthree went and came fafe. At prefent there
is not one in four taken. It fthould alfo be re-
membered, that the French navy have never, until
this year, been many days together upon the A-
merican coalt. So thatwe have in afenfe main-
tained the trade of the continent five years, againft
a]l that the Englifh navy could do, and it has been
growing every year.

Why then fhould we put cafes, that we know
can never happen! However,I can inform you,
that the cafe was often put before this war broke
out—and I have heard the common farmersin A-
merica reafoning upon thefe cafes feven years
ago. I bhave heard them fay, If Great Britain
could build a wall of brafs, a thoufand feet high,
all along the fea-coaft, at low-water mark, we
could live and be happy. America is moft un-
doubtedly capable of being the moft independent
country upon earth. It produceseyerything for
the neceflity, comfort, and conveniency of life—
and many of the luxuries too. So that if there
were an eternal {eparation between Europe and
America, the inhabitants of America would not
only live but multiply, and, for what I know, be
wiler, better, and happier, than they will be, as
it, is.

That it would be unpleafant and burthenfome
to America to continuc the war for eight or ten
years, is certain : But will it not be unpleafant
and burthenfome to Great Britain too !—There
are between three and four millions of people in
America. The kingdom of Sweden, thatof Den.-
mark, and even the republic of the United Pro-
vinces, have not each of them inany more than
that number—yet thefe States can maintain large
ftanding armies even in time of peace, and main-
tain the expences of courts and governments,
much more coftly than the governments of Ame-

e T —————— >

rica. What then fhould hinder America from
maintaining an army fuflicient to defend her al-
ters, and her fire-fides? The Americans are as
active,as induftrious, and as capable as other men.

America could undoubtedly maintain a regular
army of twenty thoufand men for ever. Anda
regular army of twenty thoufand men'would be
futlicient to keep all the land forces, that Grea:-
Britain can fend there, confined ro the fea-port
towns, under cover of the guns of their men,of
war. ‘Whenever the Britifh army {hall attempt
to penetrate far into the conntry, the regular A-
merican army Wwill be'joined by fuch remforce-
ments from rhe militia, as will rain the Britith
force. By deéfertions, by fatigne, by ficknefs;and
by the fword, in occafional fkirmiibes, their num-
bers will be 'wafted, and the miferable remains of
them Burgoyned.

: I have the honor to be, &c.
O H'N"AD A" MS.
MR. CALKOEN.

FURTHER EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE.
Received by the Saxpwren PAcCkET.
L -+ O - N ) DT AUGUST 127
M., CALONNE, M. NECKAR.
1\/ NECKAR’s publication,on the object of the
o firfk controverfy between him and Monf.
CALONNE, was read with avidity and approba-
tion all over Europe.

Mr.Calonne promifed a confutation—but inftead
of producing it he came forward with-apologetic
reafons for poftponing it till the meeting of the
States General—from thefe reafons we have tran-
flated a few extracts, which will ferve to illuftrate
the charadter of M. Calonne.

He beginsthus :

<« Thereply, (of M. Neckar) fo long expect-
ed,fo eagerly withed for, at length appears. It
appears:in the minute when the author is called
upon to fave the State.”’

Here M. Calonne breathes the fpirit of a pro-
phet : M. Neckar hasfaved the State.

¢ From the dreadful crifis inwhich this reply
appears, it acquires the forceé of facred rights in
direéting the inrereft of the public.”

The polities of M. Neckar deferve this charac-
ter, they have infufed the genuine {pirit of civil
liberty among the people, and the facred rights
of man are now eftablifhing, and raking root in
the foil of France.

This reply:

¢ It appears at a moment when the eye of
the nation is fixed upon the author—when patri-
otic vows are offered up to heaven, imploring
fuccefs ro his meafures, and the means confpire
to enfure it.”’

Never.did the eye of a Nation takea more pro-
per or wife direction. The object was pointed
out by the finger of Providence, and the prayers
offered upto heaven were heard and granted.

¢ This reply appears at atime when thofe fen-
timents, which I fhall retain ro my lateft breath,
prevents me from acting in any manner prejudi-
cialto the neceflarv confidence which oughtto be
placed in the anthor.”

M. Calonne, when he wrote this, well knew
that M. Neckar poflefled the full confidence of the
people ; and his fentiments, when they became
known, fo far from prejudicing the caufe, fpur-
red on the people to a confummation of their
freedom.

¢¢ Such eflential confidence did exift, but was
defeated by unfkilfulnefs, which the public muft
condemn, and ofcourfe, the author will take ad-
vantage of every afliftance that a fkilful hand can
draw from the experience of blunders.”

The advantage drawn by M. Neckar from
the blunders of the French Adminiftration, have
wiped away the oppreffions that aggrieved the
people. When difmifled, the people recalled him
—whenrecalled, he accomplithed their liberty !
The ftrongeft proof of eflential and reciprocal
confidence.

¢¢ 'Fo what evils mufl France feel herfclf expo-
fed, fhould T attempt to fruftrate thar, which in
confequence of her prefent circumftance, is her
only meansof fepport. Should I attempt to de-
preciate a meafure to which the nation looks with
ardent hope.”

This is vanity ifluing from weaknefs, M. Ca-
lonne here appears totally ignorant of the great
and extenfive plan which M. Neckar had in view
for the emancipation of the French nation. A
plan which the narrow viewsand mechanical cal-
culations of M. Calonne can never fruftrate—the
erecting a Temple to Liberty on the ruinsofa
defpotic government.

¢ My honor will not relinquith thofe truths I
have fupported, whena future day fhall diffipate
thofe clouds which threaten to overfthadow it. The
reproaches of the public are terrific, but an ap«
prehenfion of their effect thall not induce me te
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