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é W hen men are certain that the truth (f‘(r thin
be known, they will always differ, and endea-

sy not to ¢
or to impofe on one another.”’
"]:‘ HOUGH men difpute for the purpofe of
afcertaining truth, yet there are few
men who find lefs of it, than thofe who difpute
agreat deal. 'The habit of difputation is a dan-
gz\;;'on:, one. Itcreates{uchalove of trinmph thar
men acquire a dexterity of handling unintelligible
fubjecis, with a view only to conqueft. By this
means, eager di{putants abandon the plain paths
of reafon and truth, and wander into the fields of
imagination and conjecture. When men confine
their inveftigations to fuch pointsas admit of de-
monftration, he who takes the right fide of the
queftion will, with equal abilities, put hisadver-
fary to filence. The fubject will be ftripped of
all adventitious glare, and the light of truth will
fhine confpicuonily over error and fophiftry. But
thofe, who difpute merely from the love of fuch
a practice, know too weli that they fhould have
very little to do with reafon and common fenfe.
1t thould be their main object to elude the arga-
ments of other pcople by the refinements of art
and evafion.

Difcuffion is no doubt an important medium of
inveftigating truth. It opens a fpirit of enquiry
inthe world, and excites, in cool, difinterefted
men, a defire of coming at the real knowlege of
fuch things, as are capable of being known. The
warm difputants, however, only ftart the game.
‘The acquifition falls to men of candorand impar-
tiality, who take the right track, and often over-
take their object. Itis ealy to obferve that the
moft violent difputes, that prevailamong men, are
of fuch a nature, as cannot be reduced to a certain-
ty. Many points of difputation are invelopedin
fuch unkown or remote contingencies, as elude
all the powers of inveftigation. After all the
difcuftion that can be had on fome fubjects, truth
will keep out of fight, and the point of debate
remain undetermined. If men however ma-
nage their altercationts with good humor and mo-
deration, fome benefit will refult from them.—
Difcuffion gives fcope to the imagination and ha-
bituates the reafoning faculty to a dexterity in its
procefles.

No circumitancé reflééts more difthonor on hu-
man nature, than the ill-will and perfecutions,
that have been inftigated by fuch difputes, as are
not only unimportant in themfelves, but utterly
incapable of being demonftrated- The periods
of ecclefiaftical contention draw over the charac-
ter of man fome of its darkeft thades. To a per-
fon of a liberal mind, it feemsan incredible thing
that a ufelefs queftion, unattended with any ra-
tional data of folution fhould throw whole cities,
diftri¢ts and countries into broils, perfecutions,
and wars.

Though a free {pirit of enquiry fhould at all
times be rolerated, I would ftill recommend it to
prudent individuals to have little connection with
thofe, who have the principal management of dif=
putes. They are notrthe men, from whom truth
flows with purity dnd force. Itis ealy to per-
ceive, that the originator of any {yftem or quef-
tion, will be apt to commence his enquiries with
anaimto victory. Truth is no further to bere-
garded in his purfuit, than as it coincides with the
favorite doctrine under examination. The f{yf-
tem muft not yield to the dictates of reafon ; but
whenever they comeé in competition, reafon muft
be [acrificed to fyftem.

Lovers of alrercatioh are not only to be fhunhned
as bad guides in our refearchés aftertruth, butas
troublefome aflociates and dangerous friends. A
warm partizan eftimates the merit of his acquain-
tance according as he promotes or defeats the
fcheines he has in contemplation. As thefe
fchemes generally will be wrong, his friend muft
either quarrel with him or participate ifi his er-
rors and quarrels.

AGAINST PRIVATEERING :

Or Reafons in Suppert of new propofed articlesy in
Treatics of Gommerce, whith may be formed by the
United States of A

By Dr. FRANKI IN

BY the original law of nations, war and extif-

pation werethe punifhment of injury—Hu-
manizing by degrees, it admitted flavery ini_lea.d
ofdeath : A tarther flep was the exchange of pri-
foners,inftead of flavery : Another,to refpectmore
the property of private perfons under conqueft,
and be conrent with acquired dominion-—Why
fhould not this law of nations go on improving ?

Ages have intervened between its feveral fleps—

but as knowlege of late increafes r;lpidl;’, Why

fhould not thofe fteps be quickened ? Why fhould

it not be asrecd to as the furure law
n as the

ica.

£ natior
of nNation

tions of men fhould be undifturbed—have the pro-
tection of both fides, an< be permitted to follow
their employments in fecurity, viz.

1. Cultivators of the earth, becaufe they labor
for the fubfifte nce of mankind.

2. Fifhermen, for the fame reafon.

3. Merchants and Traders, in un-armed [hips—

who accommodate different nations by communi
(‘ﬂliflg and exchanging the neceflaries and con-
veniencies of life. ;
_ 4. Artifts and mechanics, inhabiting and work-
ing ih open towns : It i$ hardly neceflary to add,
that the hofpitals of enemies fhould be unmoleft-
ed—they ouglit to be aflifted. It is for the inter-
eft of hutanity in general, that the occafions of
war; and the inducements to it fhould be diminifh+
ed. If rapine is abolifhed, one of the encourage-
ments to war istaken away, and peace therefore
more likely to continue and be lafting.

The practice of robbing merchants on the high
feas, a remnant of tlie ancient piracy, tho it may
be accidentally beneficial to particular perfons,
is far from being profitable to all engaged in it,
or tothe nation that authorifesit : In the begin-
ing of a war fome rich fhips, notupon their guard,
are furprized and taken—This encourages the
firft ddventurers to fit ont more armed veflels,
and many others to do the fame : But the enemy
atthe fame time become more careful—arm their
merchant fhips bettér, and render them not {o
eafy to be taken ; they go alfo more under the
protection of convoys : Thus, while the priva-
teers to take them are multiplied, the veflels fub-
jec¢tio be taken, and the chances bf profit, are di-
minifhed, fo that many cruifes are made wherein
the expences overgo the pains—dnd as itis the
cafe in other lotteries, tho particulars have got
prizes, the mafs of adventurers ate lofers, the
whole expence of fiting out all the privateers
during a war, being much greater thanthe whole
amount of goods taken.

Then there is the national lofs of all the labor
of fo many men, during the time they have been
employed in robbing—who befides fpend what
they get in riot, drunkennefs and debauchery—
lofe their habits of induftry—are rarely fit for any
fober bufinefs aftera peace, and fervé only toin-
creafe the number of highwaymen #nd houfe-
breakers.—Even the undertakers who have been
fortunate, are by fudden wealthled into expenfive
living, the habit of which continues, when the
means of fupporting it ceafe, and finally ruins
them.—A juft punifhment for their having wan-
tonly and unfeelingly ruined many honeft, inno-
cent traders and their families, whofe fubftance

vas employed in ferving the common intereft of
mankind. B.:E:

THE OBSERVER.——No. IV.
The people have [ufféred an immenfe fum by the deran-
ged [late of the national debt.

FTER all thatthe public have fuffered by the
confufion of finance in the union and feve-

ral ftates, it is not flrange that their patience is
nearly exhaufted. The want of a general go-
vernment hath coft millions to the people, which
are now very happily fhared and enjoyed among
a fet of people who have been very {crupulous
about liberty, the colléctors of the taxes you have
paid, and fpeculators in your difordered funds.

It is time the truth fhould be fairly fpoken to
the people at large, and the Obferver will do it
whatever may be the confequence. Some of the
fame ferupulous peoyple now wifh ro play over the
old game, and fill you with jealoufies thdt they
may have a fecond harveft ; but vheir day is paft.
For our own prefervation it is neceflary we fhould
attendto the fourcesof paft confufion. Bythe
nationdl debt I mean all thofé fums which the
union at large, and the particular States ftand
obligated to pay. Thefe fums were incurred in
oné common caufe, our defence in the general
war—it was chance and not option which fixed
men’s names to the lift of Continental or State
creditors.

The general ideais a true one, that the whole
muft ftand or fall together, and moftpeople had
little preference to either kind of fecurity. There
is not at prefent any reafon in equity why one
clafs of creditors fhould be prefered to the other
—the whole ought to ftand on the fame funds,
and have equal juftice. Soon afterthe wara new
conftitution of government was found neceflary
to fet things right, butartthat juncture the coun-
try was not fufficiently enlightened to obtain it.
The confequence was, the continent withoutany
power of creating funds, began in a defultory
manner to arrange their own finances. The
feveral Statesfinding the weakmnefs of the union,

egan tomake partial arrangements for that very
p debt, which on every principle of juftice oug

ht

that in any war hereafter the following defcrip-

to be fuftained by the whole nation. Such remie-
dies as thefe, adopted by different bodies of men,
and at diftant places and very different timies,
muft in their nature be different and cenfufed.

From this fource you1 have ieen more than fifty
kinds of paper fecurities; at one time, within
the United State$, differing but a fmall matterin
value, but enough té fpread confufion over the
whole, and betray the honeft into the hdnds of
defigning men. ,The people have paid enough
to make tlie creditors contented, had it come to
their hands im a regular and equal method ; but
in the midft of this darknefs nothing has been ef-
fected. The membersof the old Congrefs, and
of your aflemblies; were men of wifdom, but
what could wifdom do in {uch different und dif-
tant bodies, which had né conftitutional connec-
tion, and of courfeconld haveno general fyftem.
Matters of this kind cannot be planned in a nu-
merous body of men, be they ever fo wife. A
treafury board of prdper compafs, fyftematically
arranged, and furnifhed with information, muft
concert ; and the legiflatnre after proper difeuf-
fions muft give the authority to execute.

The ficlt ftep towards order and light is to re-
duce the whole national debt to one kind, and
one fetof regulations, and unlefs fomething of
this nature takes place, you have millions more
to pay without coming any nearer to the defired
end. Itis impoflible that a plain man, who is an
induftrious and good fubject, fhould diftinguiflx
between fo many kinds of taxes of different val-
ues. Let the whole fum of this debt be brought
together—placed on common and fimilar funds,
and regularity introduced to the bufinefs—tlie
public will then know their fitnation—thirty men
will do that bufinefs for the whole union which
now employs thro’ the feveral States two hun-
dred and fifty, all of whomare {upported by the
people—The creditors will underftand a plain and
honeft plan, and be faved from a thoufand iin-
pofitions—taxes will be of one kind, and theman
who purchafes to pay them will know the price
he ought to give: Ican forefee there svill |be
objections to what I advance, and fome very cun-
ning men will cry danger ! danger ! but I never
yet faw any evil from fimplifying money matrers,
where all tlie people have to pay. It is the roll-
ing up together of a number of half made fyftems,
which endangers the people ; for they cannot fee
thro’ them; and the man that muft borrow his
neighbours wits toomanage his own affairs, muft
foon borrow money to pay his debts. The pre-
fent is a fortunate moment for this country, and
the only one they will ever have to fimplify their
treafury matters. , Let one great am{) inclufive
fyftem for the whole beddopted, and your finan-
ces may foon bereducedto perfectorder. Should
the prefent opportunity be paft and the federal
fyftem not take in the whole of your national
debt, another opportunity muft not be expected
—confufion will continné— tlie poor and unfuf-
picious will be cheated—jealoufly will pervade all
orders of citizens——there will be no public faith,
and your monied men will hide their property—
a ftable medium for bufinefs will be feverely want-
ed—and your future agriculture, manufactures
and commerce, be denied that {pring which
might now be given them.

P. 8. 1Inthe fecond number of this paper, [fome
obfervationswere made, onthecompenfation, the gen-
tlemen of Congre[s have voted themfelves—1I think the
public mind muft be eafy on this [ubjelt, when it is un-
derflood that the pay they have taken, is not greater
than was allowed by the State affemblies to the mem-
bers of the old Congrefi—take the State of Connec-
ticut for anexample—The affembly of this State until
May 1787, allowed their delegates three dollars per
diem and their expences—the expences of the delegaies
were different and from two to four dollars per diem
—probably the average of expences was three dollars,
which added to the compenfation for [ervices, makes
the [um now given tothe Reprefentatives. Since May
1787, the affembly of Connellicut have allowed five
dollars per diem for f[ervice and expences. The al-
lowance given by Connelticut, wasmuch finaller than
in moft of the other States—Iam informed that the a-
verage allowance made,by the'alfemblies of the thirteen
States to their delegates, ufed to be eight dollars per
diem, nearly, one fourth more than the gemtlemen have
allowed themfelves—the members might then if they
pleafed, take a feat and continue under pay the whole
year ; mow it will be but a fmall part of the year—
then they might leave Congrefs when private bufinefs
called them ; now they are confirained by authority to
be prefent, let their own concerns be ever [o urgent
—then they might and altually did hold offices of pro-
fitunder their own States ; now it is the popular [enfe
they [hould not, andmany in confequence haves

riff 1s muft fzz_{f;_’/"j the prefent




