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AMSTERDAM, OcT. 1%, 1780.

\i/'()l R eleventh queftion will gi
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that .is quite mifunderftood in every part of Eu-
rope. I {hall aniwer it with great pleafure, ac
cording to the beft of my information, and with
the utmoit candor. ¢
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e t, in one mamner orother,
s e equivalent advant
o, /if Jo, iz what manner *What would be Juire
““ all offenfively, and by that means [hortenthe war 2’

All Europe has a miftaken apprehenfion of the
prefent debt of America.  This debt is of two
forts ;' that whichis due from the “Thirteen Unit-
ed States in Congrefs aflembled ; and that which
isowing from each of the Thirteen States in its fe-
parate capacity. Iam not able to fay with pre-
cifion whatthe debt of each feparate State is, but
all thefe added together, fall far fhortof the debt
of the United States.

The debt of the United States confifts of three
branches: 1. the fums which have been lent them
by France and Spain, and by Mr. Beaumarchais
and Company : Thefe have been for purchafing
fome fupplies of cannon, arms, ammunition and
cloathing for the troops; for aflifting prifoners
elcapedfrom England, and for fome other purpof-
es; but the whole fam amountsto no great thing.

2. The Loan-Oilice Certificates; which are
prowmiflory notes given to individualsin America,
who have lent paper money to Congrefs, -and are
their fecuorities for the payment of the principal
andintereft. Thefe the Congrefs have equitably
determined fhall be paid, according to the value
of the paper bills, in proportion to filver, at the
time of their dates.

3. The paper bills which are now in circula-
tion, or which were in circulation on the eigh-
teenth day of March laft. Thefe bills anotinted
to the nominal fum of two hundred millions of
dollars ; but the real value of them to the poflef-
fors is eftimated at forty for one, amounting to
five millions of Spanifh dollars, ot one million and
a quartér fterling. Thisisthe full value of them,
perhaps more ; but this éftimation has given fatis-
faction, in America to the pofleflors of them, who
certainly obtained them in general at a cheaper
rate.

Thefe three branches of debt, which are the
whole, (according to a calculation made laft May,
and fent me by a Member of Congrefs, who has
been four years a member of their Treafury-board
and is a perfect mafter of the fubject) amount in
the whole to five millions {fterling, and no more.
The national debt of America thenis five millions
fterling.

In order to judge of the burthen of this debt, we
may compare it with the numbers of people . They
are three millions. The national debr of Great
Britain is twohundred millions. The number of
people in England and Scotland is not more than
iix millions,--1v hy fhould not America, with three
niillionsef people, be able to bear a debt of one
hundred miflions, as well as Great Britain, with
£ millions cf people, a debt of two hundred mil-
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¥ compare it with the exports of Ame-
rica.—In 1774 the exports.of America were fix
millions {fterling. Inthe fame year the exports—
of Great Britain were twelve mi]linns.—m\\'h)'
would not the'exports of America, of fix millions,
bear a national debt of one hundred millions, as
well as the twelve millions of Britith exports bear
a debt of two hundred millions ?

We may compare it, in this manner, with the
national debt of France, Spain, the United Pro-
vinces, Ruflia, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal ; and
you will find that it is but finall in com parifon.
“CWe may compare it in another point of view.
Great Britain has already fpent in this war fixty
millions fterling—America five millions. Great
Britain has annually added to her national debt
morethanthe whole amount of her annualexports.
America has not added to hers, in the courfe of
five yearswar, a {fum ('qu;ll to one years exports.

The debt of Great Britain is, in 4 large propor-
tion of’it, due to foreigners, forwhich they muft
annually paythe intereft, by {fending cafh abroad.
A very trifle of the American debr is yet due to
foreigners.

Lord Northborrowed lait year t welve millions,
and every future year of the war muft borrow the
fame or a larger fuin—America could carry on
this war an hundred yeass, by borrowing only one
million fterling a year.

The annual expence of Americahasnot hither-
to exceeded one million a year—that of Great
Britain has exceeded twenty millions fome years.
America may therefore carry onthis waran hun-
dred years, and at the énd of it be no more in
debt, in proportion to herprefent numbers of peo-
ple, and her exports ian 1774
is oW,

; than Great Britain
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There is another confideration of fome weight ;

the landed intereft in America is \':1111}( greater,
in proportion to the mercantile intereft, than it
is in Great Britain. The exports of America are
the productions of the foil annually, which in-
| creale every year. The exports of Great Britain
were manufactures, which will decreafe every
year, while this war with America lafts.
" The only objection to this reafoning is this,
that America is not ufed to great taxes, and the
people there are not yet difciplined to fuch en-
ormous taxation as in England. Thisis true ; and
this makes all their perplexity at prefent: Bat
they are capable of bearing as great taxes in pro-
portion as the Englith; and if the Englith force
them to it, by continuing the war, they will re-
concile themfelves toir: And theyare in factnow
taxing themfelves more and more every vear, and
to an amount, thata man who knew Americaon-
ly twenty years ago would think incredible.

Her wants have hitherto been fupplied by the
inhabitants themfelves, and they have beenvery
little indebted to foreign nations. But on ac-
count of the depreciation of her paper, and in
order to introduce a more ftable currency, fhe
has now occafion to borrow a fum of money a-
broad, which would enable her ro fupport her
credit at home, to exert herfelf more vigorouily
againft the Englifh both by fea and land, and
greatly aflift herin extending her commerce with
foreign nations, efpecially the Dutch. America
would not lofe of her ftrength by borrowing mo-
ney, but, on the contrary, would gain vaftly.
It would enable her to exert herfelf more by pri-
vateering, which is a mine of gold to her. She
would make remittances in bills of exchange to
foreign merchants, for their commodiries ; and
it would enable many perfonsto follow their true
intereft in cultivating the land, inftead of attend-
ing to manufadtures, which being indifpenfible,
they are now obliged more or lefs to follow, tho’
lefs profitable. The true profit of America is
the continual angmentation of the price and va-
lue of land. Improvement in land is her prin-
cipal employment,her beft policy, and the princi-
pal fource of her growing wealth.

The laft queftion is eafily anfwered.
“« What would be reguired to att woffenfively, and by
“ that means (horten the war 2

To this ILanfwer, Nothing is wanted but a loan
of money and a fleet of fhips.

A fleet of fhips, ouly fufficient to maintain a
fuperiority over the Englifh, would enable the
infant Hercules to flrangle all the ferpents that
environ his cradle. It is impoffible toexprefs in

It is,

the line to the Americans. Two or three French,
or Dutch, or Spanifh thips of the line, ftationed
at Rhode-1Ifland, Bofton, Delaware River, or Che.
fapeake Bay, would have prevented the dread-
ful facrifice at Penobfcot. Three or four fhips of
the line would have prevented the whole expe-
dition to Charlefton. Three or four thips of the
line more, added to the fquadron ofthe Chevalier
de Ternay, would have enabled the Americans to
have taken New-York.

Aloan of money is now wanted, té give ftability
to the currency of America; to give vigour to
the enliftments for the army ; to add alacrity to
the fitting out privateers ; aad to give an mfxp]c
extention to their trade.

The Americans will labor through, without a
fleet, and without a loan. But it is ungenerous
and cruel to put them to fuch difficulties, and
to keep mankind embroiled in all the horrors of
war, for want of fuch trifles, which fo many of the
powers of Europe wifh they had, and could o eafily
furnith. Butif mankind muft be embroiled, and
the blood of thoufands muft be thed, for want of
a little magnanimity in fome, the Americans muf?
not be blamed, it is not their fault.

I have the honor to be, &c.
MR, CALKOEN. JOHN ADAM S.

LIFE or CAL LIMACHUS.
| From the French of Lt Frv g £.]

C ALLIMACHUS was of Cyrene, acity of A frica,
and lived under the reignof Ptolemy Philadel-
phus, and alfo under that o\ﬂ’to]emy Euergates, as
maybe ealily provedby fome paflages in his works,
This poet was one of the wifeft men of his age ;
and perhaps it would be difficult to find any au-
thor, who had written a greater number of po-
ems. But he did not love long productions ; there-
fore he never wrote but one piece of a tolerable
lenth, which he entitled The Caufes. And
when he was afked why he was fo fond of what
ere effafions, he replied,

A pond’rous volume is a grievous thing,”
‘We find the fame thonght at the end of one
of his hymns, but it is exprefled in a manuer
fomewhet different: and poflibly that manner
would not be unacceptable to the reader. ¢ The
Euphrates,”’ fays he, ““isa nobleriver ; but for his
part he would prefer thofe little, ftill, and clear
fountains, one drop of which is
than all the mud and citron of th
Nothing of his has reached us except {ome epi-
grame and a few hymns*, His ftyle is pure and
nervous. Catullusand Oropertius haye frequént-
1_\'.ummte(l ; and fometimes (fo high did their ad-

|
E ration of him rife) even tranflated him.
¥ 1‘7 ¥ 1] 4

could be only ternied m
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more precious
at greatriver,’’

4 by the unfortunate Dr. Dodd

too {trong terms the importance of a few thips of

e e I

T

SURY DEPARTME!

RE/

GENERAL ACCOUNT of

7 | tendant of Finaud®, as i
ment herewith, No. [

Amount of Warrants drawn by t
Trealun 1

The

No. I
A particular STATEMENT of ORDERS

M

March 8, 1784.

Sept. 30, 1784.

Ditto

Sept. 30, 1784.

[1

o s ath Sent o
Jfice, 24 P !

\

by the late

N A

DER
o R
y SERT.

’J—wﬁlﬁkll' =
o

5 18, 1"}5"],
19y l789

ANTICIPATIONS.
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veral of the Reéceivers of Taxes,

unpaid, and were comprifed
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283.909 63

Regifter,
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Superintendant of Finance, on fe.

remainin

in the Eftimate

made by the Secretary of the Treafury, and
by him reported to the Houfe of Reprefenta-

tives of the United States.
Date of Orders.

iwch'®, 1784, ON William Whiy

for New-Hampthire,

Capt. Philip Leibert,
of pay due him,

thony Selin, bein
On George Olr
Rhode-1{land, in fa

Picke o
Picker ing,
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ople,Receiver
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being balance

On do. iu favor of Capt. An-
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Receiver for

or of Timothy

r-General,

for the ufe of his department,
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On Thomas Till
for New-York, in fa
thy Pic Kering, Quar
néral for the ufe o
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On do. in favor
Skinner, late Commi

1,000
17 Y ord €8
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lotfon, Receiver

vor of Timo-
termalfter Ge-
I his depart-

of Abraham

{Tary-General

Dol, lq’ll/:l.
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2195

1,046 22

of foners for the payment of Af-
fumptions made by him for the
Board of Prifoners at Long-Ifland, 38892 75
Ditto On William Geddes, Receiver
for Delaware, in favor of Limothy
Pickering, Quartermafter-General
for the ufe of his department,
Deduét fo much paid, ?.7.3
2,3%
Dollars, 93,463 %
Tréafury of the United States,
Regifler’s Office, w.4th Sept. 178q
No. 1I.

A particular STATEMENT of WARRANTS
drawn by the Iate Board of Treafury on Mr-
CHAEL Hrrrecas, late Treafurer of the Uni-
ted States, which remain unpaid, and were
comprifed in the Eflimate made by the Secre-
tary of the Treafury of the United States, and
by him reported to the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives of the Unired States.

Date of || », || In whofe favor. If ths,
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CIVH;: LISTE:
1786.
Oét. 10. j5o0 EDWARD CHINN, Commif-
fioner for adjufting the Accounts
of Rhode-1Ifland, for his own and
Clerks falaries, Ofhce-rent, &c.
from the 1t of July, to goth Sept.
1786, " dh 464 15
Paid n part, 5 b sisiee i1 1)
1787, 804  Armnold H. Dohrman, late agent
Nov.  1q. for the United States, at the Court
of Lifbon, his falary, 15,600
Paid in part, " 2,562 46
L —————13,037 44
1788. 927  Elizabeth Wallace, for the pay-
July 5. ment of a Regifter’s Certificate n
favor of Robert Patton. pr. att of 6
Congrefs, 24th of June, 1788. 557 1
8. 943 Jonathan Burrall, Affignee to
John White, late Commiffioner
for the States of Pennfylvania, De-
laware, and Mary l.md', for falaries
and contingent “xpr.nu‘s from 1ft 2
January to 3d of March, 1788, 79 %
944 Do. Affighee of William Win-
der, Commiffioner for the States
of Virginia and North Carolina,
for {alaries and contingent expen-
fes ofhis office, from 11t of Aprilto 0
goth June, 1788, ) 1:35¢ %

Sept. 3. 979  Dunlapand Claypoole; for-print=

ing the Refolves of Congrefs, ad- .8
vertifements for contraéts, &c. 1153

O&. 9. g6

of Jonathan Trumbull, bei

the principal and intereft of aRe-

giter’s Certificate, pr

grefs, 28th July, 1788,

. att of Con-
2,383 45
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Jofeph Hardy, ;\H‘_)rnf‘v ‘M
Commiflioner for

South Carolina and Georgia, for
falaries, quarter ending goth June,

Edward Chinn; late Commil-

fioner for Rhode-Ifland, for fala-
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ries and contingent expenies of af
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