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«¢ Triflers not e’en in trifles can excell.”

HERE is no better way to eftimate tlie un-
derftanding of 2 mdn; than by hearing
him converfe o what heé has difcovered in his
travels. Many men, who adventure abroad, ne-
ver get rid of their prejudices ; and whatever
falls within their notice, is viewed under fuch an
eye of prepoﬂ'cﬂion, that it eludes a fair exami-
nation. A traveller of this caft may add to the
number of his ideas, but he does not diminifh his
errors, nor really add to his ftock of truth: It
had been better tor him, upon the whole, to have
sarried at home; for he would then have {pent
lefsmoney, and acquired fewer habits of vexing
his friends by his pertnefs, or deluding them by
his miftakes. If he attempts ro relate any inci-
dent, he generally forgets the moft material cir-
cumnftances, and always gives it a falfe coloring,
or draws from it wrong inferences. We cu;),
however, bear with the mere errors that are im-
po('cd onus by a traveller ; becaufe, as we have
sot the powerof detecting the fallacy, we feel

no difpofition to complain of the deception.

But there is a defcription of travellefs whofe
converfation foon becomes irkfome, if not intol-
erable. 1 allude to thofe frivolous characters,
whofe minds are enly occupied upon trifles ; and
who, whereverthey go, or whatever they fee, can
never acquire or communicate theleaft degree of
ufeful information. The habitual levity of de-
portment, thefe trifiers difcover, foon renders
their mirth infipid, and their obfervutions uninte-
refting. There is no force of talentsto invigorate
their remarks. If théy affect to fhew wit, no per-
fon perceives the edge of it ; and iffhc'\' relate
anecdotes, it is impofiible to find the pith of their
ftory. In fhort, a man of this trifling turn muft
continue of that charalter, whether he travels or
ftays at home. He cannever arriveatexcellence
evetiin thofe habits, which peculiarly belong to
him. Thetruth is, the more expert any one is,
in difplaying frivolous accomplifhments, the lefs
excellent does hé appear. - We can never aflo-
ciate any ideas of merit with qualifications that
produce no advantage, and indicateé no capacity.
However oftentatious a man may be, if hé has not
folid attainments, heis foon })cnctmtcd, and his
cotipanions determine at once, that he does not
trifle for the fake of being pleafant, but becaufe
he does not know how to be ferious, and can ne-
ver be wife. Men of good fenfe and gravity fome-
times relaxtheir ufual tone of demeanor, and can
amufe themfelves with trifles without being con-
temptible. ltcan be perceived that the part they
have raken, is aflumed only for themoment. But
noted triflers fo flagrantly deviate from dignity
of manners, that no perfon will miftruft, they act
froma charater they have taken up, but from
one, they cannot lay afide.

My }'n'ung acquaintance GArrurLus has late-
ly returned from his education and his travels.
His friends imagine he has made great improve-
ments ; but he is much more indebted to their
partiality than to his own acquirements, for t_hc
eltimation inwhich he is viewed. It was eafily
fuppofed that o perta boy mult, if well-educated,
makea fmart man. Heearly dilcovered fymptoms
of vanity, and thefe were miftaken for indica-
tions uk":;‘cnius. Full of flattering hopes, his par-
ents conceived the idea, that he mull be fent to
Europe for an education. He has completed it,
and once more refides in his native country. 1
wiil not pretend tofay, what he would have been,
Tiad he continued at home ; but he has, by mo
means, loft his pertnefs or his vanity, by going
abroad. Garrurus well remembers thie num-
bers of vears he has confumed at fchoolsand uni-
verfities, and hasnot yet forgot the names ofthe
anthors he was compelled to read. It diverts
ehildyen and fervants to hear him recount the tricks
and fi-olics of his academical life ; and 1 believe
this isthe only amnfement, his éducatian is cals
culated to afford. The reader will expect to be
enterrained with an account of the travels of this
afpiring youth.  But bhere I find my felf 4t a lofs
how to gratify fuch an expectation. Thongh 1
: frequently in conipany with him, 1 h':‘.\c yetto
learn, whether he has g:xinc:l one ufeful idea, from
traveling two years thyongh the moft celebrated
countries in Europe. He husoften boafted tome,
that hie dined wirh {ix youngnoblemen, at :m.ho-
tel in France ; complained that he found bad inns
inltaly ; and declared that he eat falted cabbage
inGermany. Buthefeemstodwell with peculiar
delight in relating how rapidly the ftages drive
through England, and how complaifantly he was
treared at houfes of entertainment. He mentions
fuch circumftances withan air of triumph,becaufe
he :t’!ledgcs that in thefe refpects,thc Eng]i(h are,
beyond comparifen, fupetrior to his own country-
men. Nothing fills liim with more rapture, than
to be able to point aut apy particular, in which

the Americans have not arrived at equal perfec-
tion with the Europeans. It happens fortunately
10\"us, that GGaRRULUS has extended his obfer-
‘;’_glt;‘ons e ”O.thil"g»f)fib much importance in it-
relt, asto renderita point worth contending,
m which country it holds'a pre-eminence.

Tllle_fc trifling characters, however, find eafy
admiffion into the beft circles of company, the
\v.or](l affords. This mayfeem the more extraor-
(llll:"ll')’, asa perfon of this ftamp fo foon becomes
to?du.)us 111.})1‘i\‘atc converfation, where only a fo-
cialinterview isintended: We can eafily find a
folutiom to this (]il“cul[)'_ A talkative, ilnpcr;i.
nent body may be called a bon companion by all
men, though 116 man views him with any refpect
or ﬁ'ncnd!hip, There isa convenience in having
{ucl.l an aflociate. We feel free, and unembar-
rafled in his prefence, can learn from him the
news and fafhions of‘the day, and fend meflages
by him to any partof the town. Burthereis yet
a greater advantage, one finds infuch an acquain-
tance : It is‘well known, that in mixed compan-
ies, few people havea turn for general converfa-
tion ; and unlefs fome perfon is prefent, who has
agood fhare of impudent pragtle, there will be
too much dullnefs and referve. Every modeft
man of the party feels relieved, when any of his
companions will take his thare of the converfa-
tion. In this way, menof bold, aflaming man-
ners, how everignorant they may be,endearthem-
felves; as companions, to all denominations of
fociety. 1 have obferved that in moft clubs or
parties, fenfible men are fond of admitting fome
perfons oflevity;merely to makediverfion for the
reft-ofthe company.

It is tobe regretted that fome worthy youth are
beguiled into an opinion that impudence is de-
firable, becaufe it meers with attention. They
draw this conclufion from the notice thiatis taken
of fiach characters as T have been deferibing.—
Could jit be difcerned, from what motives, men of
a forward, oftentatious deportment are received
intoe company; or conlditbe known in what light
they are generally eftimated, they would no lon-
ger be regarded as objects of envy, or as patteriis
for imitationn. Every young man fhould conclude
with refpect to himfelf ; that, if his talents and
accomplithinents are not fo coufpicuous as to at-
ract efteem and admiration unfolicited, he can
never acquire any real influence of character by
pertnefs and felf importance. It is true he may
gain auymerous acquaintance, but he will find
few friends : People will entertain him kindly ;
but they will place in him no confidence ; they
will truft him withno property. Upon the whole,
his life will be neither honorable to himfelf, nor
ferviceable to fociety.

THE OBSERVER., No. VII.
The flutuating value of Paper in circulation oppref-

five 10 the poor:

1" VERY public meafure, which fubjects needy
¢ citizéns'to the impofition of therich, is repug-
nant tojaftice. Great numbers of the richare alfo
generous tothe poor, butit is not the character of
all to whom a wife Providence hath diftributed
wealth. One mdti of great opulence and a hard
heart hath power to opprefs a whole vicinity of
neeédy people. Among the prefent means of oppref-
fion in the United States, none is greater thama cir-
culdting paper of unfteady and deceitful value;
and yet there are thofe who with a confident face
will affefry that the meafures whick lead to this
are defigned asan eafement to the neceflitous mem-
bers of fociety. Thofe who are poor and in back-
ward circum{tances utiwarily are taken by the fair
pretences--they are told and believe that it is for
their benefit, and blefs the meafures which fap the
vigor of their induftry. The wealthy can make
their choice between feveral mediums in circula-
tion, and if there be a bad kind of money, we
fhall always find itin‘the hands of thofe who have
leaft policy and riches: thusthe indigent lie un-
dér a double difadvantage, the quahtity of their
money is fmall, and it is of the worft kind, not
being in demand to procure the neceflaries of
life. It is 2 maxim forever true that the worft
kind of circulating money will in the end fall in-
to the hands of thofe who are leaft able to bear
a lofs.” Thofe Stares which have partially funded
their debts pay the intereft in paper certificates
orindents, which pafs into circulation for the pay-
ment of taxes—thefe certificates ave iflued as an
eqnivalent for gold and filver coin, and in every
view of the fact they are adepreciated paper mo-
ney, of very different value at feveral times of
the year and in different diftricts—they may be
purchafed inlarge fums through moft of the States
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty per
cent. difcount. Taxes iflue by authority on the
fuppofition that it it is their real value, and it is
their real value to thofe who can purchafe at the

right time of fale; it is alfo their value to a greater

part of the public creditors, whofe diftrefled firu-
ation obliges them to fell on any terms, the firft
moment they can obtain the ititereft from the pub-
]l.C. Still it is fact that one half the taxable inha-
bitants purch afe them nearly atpar witligold and
ﬁl\_/er. The poor man and thofe of little enter-
prife,but induftrious, delay purchafing uutilthey
are driven by the hour of payment, and then make
the beft bargain they can, either with fome neigh-
bor, or public officer; prepared for the benevolent
purpofe of accommodating all fuch as could not
p_m‘chafein time for themfelves. In this way pro-
vifion is made for the poor, and thofe whofe cir-
cumftances are decaying ; fome of thefe make pay-
mentin hard labor, and {ome by promifory bonds

induced by a fnort credit they fall into the fuare
and are effectually ruined.

Take the following faét as proof of my afertion.
I‘n Marcn; 1787, one hundred pounds fpedie was
fent to Byfton to purchafe State paper, then re-
ceivable in taxes, which paper was put into the
hands of a perfon in one of the weftern counties
of Maflachufetts, who returned the principal in
November of thé fame year; with a net profit to
the owner of the hundred pounds, of fixty pounds
fix fhillings and one penny. Itistobe remember-
ed thisagent charged very high for his fervice and
expences, fo that it is certain, thofe who paid the
taxes, paid atleaft forty fhillings for everytwenty
which the State receivéd. Thele were the very
people; whoa little before had been feourged into
obedierni¢e by a'military force.

For infurgeincy
they were criminal, and government was right to
check their phrenzy by the moft coercive means ;
but to palliate their conduct which we wifh to bury
in oblivion let it be remembered that oppreflion
will fometimes make wife men mad. It isbuta
few articles the poor planter has for fale, and
thefe perhaps not in demand at the time neceflity
obliges him to fell, fo that he can exchange them
only for the worft kind of circulating money, and
thdr atits higheft price. The fame neceflity obliges
him to fell at the loweft price, and bétween buy-
ing and felling, he makes a lofs of oné third: I
could mention a thoufand ways-"aWhicn 4 dépre-
ciated circulating medium is oppreflive to man-
kind; but efpecially to fuch as have finall proper-
ty ; and nature admits not of a poflibility of reme-
dying the evil,but by wholly removing the caufe.
No facts cdn be more fully proved than thofe I
havementioned, but there is foftrong a propenfity
in fome . people to have a cheap kind of money,
that they will think the writer hath mifchievous
{chemes in his brains, and that everything is en-
dangered, until the parifh Prieft, or town peda-
gogue, orthe incendiary of the neighborhood,
fome of whom may chance to remembera phrafe
of fchool Latin, {hall have founded the alarm.
With walps and flies the Obferver promifes-great
patience, and will only drive them gently, not
aiming at their life; for it is the nature of thofe
infedts to buzz round the fcent of honey, though
they can make none themfelves; but fhould any of
the highert clas of peculators,who have grewn rich
on {poil, under the appearance of much honefty
and concérn, unwifely throw themfelves in his
way, he pledges himfelf to difclofe things concer=
ning thém, which the heart of the public hath not
conceived. The old man Abraham,was honeft, he
made payment in the current money of. the mer-
chant, it is the money of the merchant which the
poor ought to receive,and no other kind of circu-
lating medium will do juftice in the community.
Whether this moncy be gold, filver or paper, itis
amatter of little confequence, for a fixed value and
general demand conftitutes its worth. At prefent
10 i not poflible for the State governmeéntsto give
this value to their certificates or indents ; but the
United States, if the whole debt could be brought
into one fund might eafily effect it by a connection.
with the great mercantile banks within the Em-
pire. Bank money is the money of the merchang
and the whole commercial influence of the coun-
try will preferve its value; Suppofe thefumsof a
richand poor man’s taxes to be apportioned accors
ding to their real wealth and ability ; the richman
by purchafing the depreciated medium in proper
time and a fmall price, makes afl €afy payment ;
the poor man purchafing at almoft double price;
finds the demand intolerable ; and if to this there
be added fees fortravel, and others which have no
legal name, he finks in ruin. Thefe, yepoor and
embarrafled citizens, are the blefling of a cheap
paper money, for which teo many of you have
been advocates. [ American Mereary.]

HE R AL“DR Y

SANGUINE Frenchman had fo high an o-

pinion:of the pleafures to be enjoyed in the
ftudy of Heraldry, that he ufed to lament, as we
are informed by Mevacg, the hard cafe of our
forefather Adam, who could not poffibly amufe
himfelf by inveftigating that {cieuce, nor that of
genealogy.




