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Thefe queftionsi anfwer with great pleafure.—
been, frem the lvc-q‘inning of the war to
this day, fcarcely an example of a native Ameri-
can’s deferting from the army to the Englifh. There
have been in the Americanarmy, fome {cattering
Scotch, Irifh, and German foldiers ; fome of thefe
have deferted, but never in great numbers; and
among the prifoners they have taken, itisafton-
ilning how few they have been able to perfuade,
by all their flatteries, threatenings, promifes and
even cruelties, toenlift intotheir {ervice.

The number of deferters from them has been all
along confiderable more. Congrefs have general-
ly prohibired their officers from enlifting defert-
ers; for fome particular fervices permiffion has
been given, and they have ferved well.

Thofe who do not enlift in the army have no
difficulty to fubfift. Thofe of them who have any
trades, as weavers, tailors, {fmiths, thoemakers,
tannefs, curriers, carpenters, bricklayers; in
fhort, any trade whatfoever, enter immediately
into better bufinefs than they ever had in Europe,
where they gaina better fubfiftence and more mo-
ney ; becaufe tradefmen of alldenominations are
much wanted : Thofe who have no trade, if they
are capable of any kind of labor, are immediate-
1y employed in agriculture, &c. labor being much
wanted, and very dear.

I am not able to tell the precife numbers that
have deferted ; but if an hundred thaufand were

I
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to defert, they would find no difficulty in point of

{ubfiitence or employment, if they can and will
work.
Sir, yours,

JOH!
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PEYHE feventeenth enquiry is, ¢¢ Whether we
““ have any information that we canrely on con-
““ cerning population Has it i 1f2d or dimin-
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In fome former letters 1 have made fome ob-
fervations upon the fubject of the increafe of man-
kind in America.

In the year 1774 there was much private con-
verfation among the members of Congrefs, con-
cerning the numbers of fouls in every colony.
The delegates of each were confulted, and the
eftimates made by them were taken down as fol-
low :

In New-Hampfhire I §0,000
Maflachufetts 400,000
Rhode-Iland 59,678
Connedticut 192,000
New-York 250,000
New-Jerfey 130,000
Penniylvania and Delaware 350,000

land 320,000
Virginia 640,000
North Carolina 300,000
South-Carolina 225,000

3,01 6;{’7‘(;

This however was but an eftimate, and fome per-
fons have thought there was too much {fpeculation
in it.—It will be obferved, that Georgia was not
weprefented in the firfk Congrefs, and therefore
is not included in the eftimare.

In a pamphlet publifhed in England about a year
ago,  entitled a memorial to the Sovereigns
of Europe, on the prefent State of Affairs, be-
tween the Old and New-World,” written by
Mr. PowNar, a Member of Parliament, and for-
merly Governor of Maflachufetts, and Lieut. Go-
vernor of New-Jerfey—we are told that ¢ The
Maflachufets had, in the year 1722, 94,000 inha-
bitants; in 1742, 164,000; in 1751, when there
was a great (lc'nopulation, both by war and the
fmall pox, 164,484; in 1761, 216,000; in 1765,
255,500; inm 1771, 292,000; in 1773, 300,000.

In.Connecticut, 1756, 129,994 ; in1774, 157,356.
Thefe numbers are not increafed by ftrangers,
butdecreafed by wars and emigrations to the weft-
ward, and to other States; yet they have nearly
doubled in eighteen years.

In New-York,in1756,96,776;in1771, 168,007 ;

In Virginia, in 1756, 173,316 ; in1764, 200,000 ;
in 1774,

In South-Carolina, in 1750, 6
11 5,000.
In R

4,0003 In 1770,
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Rhode-Iland, in 1738, x5,000;
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in 1753, 2,300; in 1760, 2,069 ; in 1769, 4,474;
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There were in 1754, various calculations and
eftimates. made of the numbers on the continent.
The fanguine made the numbers one million and
a half'; thofe who admitted lefs fpeculation into
the calculation, but adhered clofer to facts and
lifts, as they were made out, {tated them at one
million two hundred and fifty thoufand.—Gover-
nor Pownal thinks, that 2,141,307 would turn out
nearelt to the real amount in r774. Butwhatan
amazing progrefs, which in eighteen years has
added a million, to a million two hundred and
fifty thoufand, although a war was maintained in
that country for feven years of the term ! In this
view one fees a community unfolding itfelf, be-
yond any example in Europe.

Thus you have the eftimates made by the gen-
tlemen in Congrefs, in 1774, and that of Gover-
nor Pownal for the fame epocha.—That made in
Congrefsis moft likely to be right : If in their ef’
timate {fome States wete rated too high, it has
been fince made certain, that others were too low.

Butadmitting Mr. Pownal’s eftimate to be juft,
the numbers have grown, fince 1 774, fomuch, not-
withftanding the war, and the interruption of mi-
grations from Europe, that they muft be well nigh
three millions.—If the calculation made by the
members of Congrefs was right, the numbers now
muft be nearer four millions, than three millions
and an half.

I have obferved to you in a former letter, that
the Maflachufetts Bay has been lately numbered,
and found to have increafed in numbers as much
as in former periods, very nearly.

[ now add, that Delaware, which in 1774 was
eftimated at 30,000, upon numbering the people
fince, they appeared to be 40,000.

Pennfylvania is undoubtedly fet too low in both
eftimates.

I'have the honor to be, very refpectfully, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

MR.

CALKOEN.

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.
ABSTRACT of JOURNAL of the rrrsT SESSION
of the SENATE of the UNITED STATES.

May 13, 1789.

RDERED, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. Strong

and Mr. Carroll, be a committee, to confer
with any committee that may be appointed on
the part of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and
report what newipapers the members of the Se-
nate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, fhall be fur-
nifhed with, at the public expénfe.

A committee confifting of Mr. Johnfon, Mr.
Read, Mr. Langdon, Mr. Morris, - Mr. Dalton,
Mr. Elmer, Mr. Henry -and Mr. Gunn, was ap-
pointed to report a bill, defining the crimes and
offences that fhall be cognizable under the autho-
rity of the United States, and their punifhment.

Adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, /

TuurspAY, May 14.

The committee appointed the gth inft. to de-
termine ‘‘ under what Title it will be proper
for the Senate to addrefs the Prefident”’—and to
confer witha committee of the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives, ‘“ upon the difagreeing votes of the
Senate and Houfe,” informed the Senate, that
they had conferred witha committee of the Houfe
of Reprefentatives, but could not agree upon a
report.

The committee appointed the gth inft. ¢ to
confider and report under what Title it will be
proper for the Senate to addrefs the Prefident of
the United States of America,” Reported, That
in the opinion of the committee it will be proper
thus ro addrefs the Prefident—His HIGHNESS
rRE PRESIDENT or tue UNITED STATES
or AMERICA, anp PROTECTOR oOF THEIR
LIBERTTIES.

Which report was poftponed—and the follow-
ing refolve was agreed to, to wit :—

From a decent refpect for the opinion and
practice of civilized nations, whether under mo-
narchical or republican forms of government,
whofe cuftom is to annex Titles of refpectability
to the Office of their ChiefMagiftrate ; and that,
on intercourfe with foreign nations, adue refpect
for themajefty ofthe people of the United States
may not be hazarded by an appearance of fin-
gularity ; the Senate have been induced to be of
opinion, that it will be proper to annex a refpec-
| table Title ro the Office of Prefident of the Unij.-
ted States : But the Senarte defirous of preferving
harmony with the Houfe of R cp;'cfcntntive:i
where the practice lately obferved in prefenting
anaddrefs tothe Prefident was without the add;.
tion of Titles, think it proper f

: or the prefent
to act 1 conformity with the pradtice of the
Houfe :— :
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{fecond claufe,

) Whereupon K¢ ¢d, that the Sepatqrs be d;.
vided into three clafles, the firft to confit of i,
Langdon, Mr. Juoanfon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Henry
Mr. lzard and Mr. Gunn— W

Che fecond of Mr. Wingate, Mr.
Patterfon,
Mr. Few—

And the third of Mr. Dalton, Mr. Eilf\vorzh,
Mr. Elmer, My. Maclay, Mr. Read, Mr, C
and Mr. Grayion.

Thatthree papers of an equal fize, numbered
I, 2,and 3,be by the Secrecary rolled up and pyg
into a box, and drawn by Mr. Langdon; by
\}’in_g:\tc muﬁl I.\Ir. 1)_;1][011, in behalf of the re.
fpective clafles in which each of them are{placed;

e 1. Ao "
and that the clafles {hall vacate their feats in the

Senate according to the order of numbers drawn

Strong .
M PP N r £ - .
Mr. Bafiett, Mvr. Lee, Mr. Butler and

arroll

forthem, begining with number one— :

And that when Senators fhall take their feats
from States that have not yet appointed Senators,
they fhall be placed by lot inthe foregoing claff
but in fuch manner as thall keep the clafles
nearly equal as may be in numbers,

The committee appointed to confer with a com-
mittee of the Houfg of Reprefentatives, in pre-
paring proper rules to be eftablithed for the el
rollment, &c. of the aCtsofCongrcfs—/\’xpmad,
which repert was orderedto lie for confideration,

Ordered, That the committee appointed to draft
an anfwer to the Prefident’s Speech wait on him,
and requeft him to appoint the time whenit wil
beagreeableto receive the addrefs of the Senate,
at his own houfe. Adjourned.

Fripav, May1s.

The Committee appointed to draft an anfiver
tp the Prefident’s Speech further reported—

Whereuvpon it was Agreed, That the Senate
fhould waitrupon the Prefident at his own houfe
on Monday next, at a quarter after eleven o’clock,
and that the Vice Prefident then, prefent the ad-
drefs of the Senate, as agreed to on the 7th in-
ftant.

The Senate proceeded to determine the Clafles
agreeably to the refolve of yefterday, on the
mode of carrying into effect the provifion in the
fecond claufe, of the third fection, of the firfk
article of the Conftitution, and the numbers be-
ing drawn, the clafles were determined as fol-
low :—

Lot No. 1, drawn by Mr. Dalton—containing
Mr. Dalton, Mr. Ellfworth, Mr. Elmer, Mr. Mac-
lay, Mr. Read, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Grayfon—
W hofe feats fhall accordingly, be vacated in the
Senate at the expiration of the fecond year.

Lot No. 2, drawn by Mr. Wingate—containing
Mr. Wingate, Mr. Strong, Mr. Patterfon, Mr.
Baflett, Mr. Lee, Mr. Butler, and Mr. Few—
whofe feats fhall accordingly be vacated inthe Se-
nate atthe expiration of the fourth year.

(4}

as

Lot No. 3, drawn by Mr. Langdon—containing
Mr. Langdon, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Morris, Mr.
Henry, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Gunn—whofe feas
fhall accordingly be vacated in thé Senate, at the
expiration of the fixth year. Adjourned.

SATURDAY, May 16. ;

A meflage from the Houfe of Reprefentatives
by Mr. Beckley, their Clerk, who informed the
Senate that ¢ the Houfe had concurredin theaj
pointment of a committee, confifting of Mr. Syl
vefter, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Smith (of Sout
Carolina) to confer with a commiuceappoimedoﬂ
the partjof theSenate, the 13th inftant,and to1e:
port what newlpapers the members of Congrefs
fhall be furnifthed with at the public expence;
and that it was an inftruction to the faid commit*
tee on the part of the Houfe, to receive prop®
fals for printing the acis and other proceeding’
of Comgrefs.” Adjouned.

Monpay, May 8.

Agreeably to the order of the xjrhinﬁﬁf:{fhf
Senate waited on the Prefident of the Unite
States, at his own honfe, when the Vice- Prefident
in their name, delived to the Prefident t.he ad-
drefs agreed to on the 7th inftant: To which [hF
Prefident of the United Stares was pleafed toreply:

(See our paper of May 20.)

Ordered, That Mr. Lee be a commirte'e on :
part of the Senate, to join any committee 3}’e
pointed for that purpofe on the part oflheﬂol“ A
of Reprefentatives, to lay before the I’l'Cﬁ‘l?;L
of the United States for his approbation, 3?5
entitled, ¢ AnA¢ to regulate the [imeun(‘lm.lﬂ
ner of adminiftering certain oaths,” after 1t ﬂla}t
be enrolled, examined by the faid coxmzlxttciﬂlw
figned by the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprei¢
tatives, and by the Vice-Prefident.
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