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or forge an effedt, and then fet

as riasculoufly to find out the

ROM a curiofity which is innate in man,
he is often hurried into refearches after
knowlege on fuch falfegrounds,as willbetray him
into decep.ion, in proportion as he exrends his
purfuits. If we took nothing for granted, that
had no - foundation in fact; and cherifhed no
principles, that were unfupported by reafon, our
enquiries would be much tewer, and our reflec-
tions much lefs tedious, than they are. The plea-
fure of delufion is {o captivating that men reluct-
antly bear reftraints upon the imagination. No
period of time has been exempt from a variety
of popular falthoods and errors. Even thofe ages,
that have been moit celebrated for learning and
philofophy, have been agitated with many frivo-
lous difputes, which were deemed important
from the characters who engaged in them, and
from the vauity and zeal that were exhibited
through the difcuflion. How many men, who have
aifumed the name of philofophers, have exhauft-
ed their lives in examining the abfurdities and
exploding the Lerefies of former fects or philo-
fophers ! How many perfons, who would palm
themfelves upon the world as wife and learned
men, have wafted their days in the moft labor-
ious ftudies, without difcovering an important
truth, or recommending a ufeful virtue !

It would be expecting too much from human
nature, to hope there ever will bea period,when
reafon is not liable to be borne away on the wings
of imagination, and when truth is not obfcured
by folly and prejudice. The fuperitition of paft
times, however, is fo far diflipated by the progrefs
of {cience, thatthe road to truth feemsto be more
open and practicable. We hear few ftories of
evil fpirits ; and the docirine of witcheraft and
enchantments is generally exploded. The mind,
relieved from the fears and delafions that fuch
imaginary evils fuggeft, is left more at liberty to
contemplate upon things that have a real exift-
ence. Thisgivesanadvantage toour refearches,
by turning our attention to fubjects that can be
examined by rational evidence, and afford fome
degree of precifion and certainty. Our thinking
faculty cannot remain {till and unexerted. It
muft have materials for contemplation ; and it
will create ideal and vifionary images if actual
ones are unknown or difregarded. For this rea-
fon, ignorant people fall 2 prey to falfe opinions,
and to a thoufand imaginary terrors, which an 1
enlightened mind defpifes and rejects.

Curiofity ‘has fach power over the foul, as to
make it often delight moft in purfuing objeéts
that are new and extraordinary. The uncer-
tainty of the attainment fometimes pufhes us fur-
ther into the dark, and when we are involved in
myftery, we do not fulpect we have wandered
from the truth, but'thatit is too incomprehenfi-
ble tobe underfteod. Thus many a man has per-
plexed his underftanding in feeking caufes, for
what never exifted, but in'his difordered imagi-
nation. Every perfon fhould eftablifh ic asa rule,
when he hears an aflertion, to’ enquire as to the
fact alledged, before he troubles himfelf to ex-
plore the caufe of it. = By this means,a confider-
able part of the inveftigations, wlici puzzle the
human mind, would be avoided.

In a country where the people are generally
fowell educated, as they are in America, they will
not eafily be duped by magic rales, or deluded
by enthufiaftic rhapfodies. Nopretender to any
fpecial communion with invifible beings, whether
they be good or evil, can now draw any number
of people into a‘delufion. Thofe who advance
principles that ‘admit not ‘of fome clear and ra-
tional explication, cannot expeci to propagate
them extenfively ; ‘and thofe, ‘who'fport with hy-
pothefes that appear extravagant, ‘will be called
to the bar of demonftration to receive their juit
fentence. Can we' then eftimare too highly tlie
advantages of the many’ fchools and ' univerfities
which are interfperfed over the various parts of
our country ? Can any painsor cxpences be deem-
edtoe great, for rearing up'a generarion of men
who will be proofagainit the abfurdities that have
characterized paft apgesof ignorance and bigotry ;
and who will have knowledge to underftand civil
liberty, and {pirit to''defend it ? "Are any antiy
cipations, too bold and extravagant, of the atrain-
ments that ‘will probably refult from a ftate of

fociety fo perfect, asthar to which we are haften
ing ! How many of the caufes, ‘that occafioned
the wretchednefsand downfall of antient nations,
wonld have been removed, had they been blefled
with the inftitutions, we now ‘enjoy ?

DecemBER 1.

_Tui-: PrREsIDENT of the UniTED STATES, In
his late tonr through this State, was pleafed to
honor the town of Marblehead by a fhort vifit.
He wasreceived at the entrance of the town, by
the Selectmen, the Clergy of thie town, and a
numerous body of Citizens, and was condudted
to the houfe of Mrs. Lee, where a collation had
been provided, of which he very cheerfully par-
took, with the Gentlemen of his Suite, the Select
men, Clergymen and other Gentlemen of the
town.—T'he Prefident, afterwards, wich that at-
tention by which he encourages every ufeful em-
ployment, vifited one of the Fifh Yards, and
exprefled his earneft wifhes for the fuccefs of the
induftrious people of Marblehead. Oncthis plea-
fing occafion, the Sele¢tmen, in the name of the
Inhabitants, had the bonor to prefent their AD-
DRESS ; of which, with the ANSWER of the Pre-
fident, we infert the following copies, but lately
received.

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON,
PRESIDENT oF THe UNITED STATES.
SIR,
GUR prefence lias infpired the Inhabitants of
Marblehead with the mo {t unbounded joy ;
but they cannot exprefs, as they would wifh, their
grateful fenfe of the honor done them on this
occafion. The two vifible decay and poverty of
this town mufl be their excufe, that they have
not offered to the illuftrious Character who now
vifits them, a reception more anfwerable to his
dignity, and more expreflive of their own vene-
ration.

The Bleflings of Independence and a Republi-
can Government muft ever excite our graritude
and affection to fo eminent a Supporter of the
Public Liberty, whofe wifdom and valor have fo
fuccefsfully defendéd the rights of his country.
['he eftablifhment, by the United States, of a
fecure and efficient Government, gives us the
pleafing expectation of the gradual revival of our
Fifhery and Commerce—objects of the induitry,
and principal means of the fubfiftence, of the
Inhabitants of this place, for above a century
previous to the late revolution. In the com-
mencement of the conteft with Great-Britain,
this Town were early in their exertions in the
common caufe ; and were not dil'couruged, when
they forefaw that reverfe of their fitnation, which
the war has neceflarily produced. The return
of peace did not reftore to us the former advan- |
tages of the Fifhery, which hath remained under
peculiar difcouragements and we have yet
patiently to expect that attention of the General
Governnient, which may remedy thefe evils, and
which the fubject may deferve, from its extenfive
importance tothe commerce of the United States.

The prefent Government of the United States
commands our ready fubmiflion, and inviolable
attachment : and we deem it a peculiar felicity,
that the higheft dignity of that Government is
{o properly vefted in you ; in whom all America
repofe the molt entire confidence ; in whofe ad-
miniftration, the world will admire the example
of a Patriot-Rulex.

Siryour anxicty for your health and long life is
proportionate to our moft ardent wifhes for the
profperity of our country ; and we are well af-
fured, that you will ever partake in the happinefs
of that numerous people, over whom you prefide.
May the Divine Providence continue to favor
your care and guidance of their moft important
public affairs, and reward your virtues, which
have been fo long employed in promoting the
happinefs of mankind.

In_behalf of the Town of Marblehead, Offober

3 29, 178¢.

Haac Mansfield, ' )

Jonarhan Glover, |

John Glover, |

Samuel Sewall, g TR L
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Nath’l Lindfey, - |

Barrel Devereux, J

Richard Harris,

To the INHABIT ANTS of the Town of MAR-
BLEHEAD.
GENTLEMEN,
HE reception, with which you have been ‘h/c./:‘/l'd
to honor my arrival in Marblehead, andthe fin-
timents of approbation,and attacomeut, which you have
expreffed of my copdult, and to my perfon, are too
flattering and grateful nof to be acknowledged with®
fincere thanks, and anfwered with unfeigned wifbes
for your profperity.
Avoiding to dwell on the diminution of pleafure,
which the mention of your impaired circumftarces oc-

PL. )% 7 e 2
feain the extrel of thofe means, -

obedienc

¢ v
ment, may o, conjidenc
blefing which indufiry
ion may enfure.

Your attach
States is worth
dom, and who | >

Your anxiety for my health, and your pi :
my kappinefs, are replied to with folicitude for you
welfare, and earneft entreaty to the Author of Good
Jfor your felicity. C. WASHINGTON.
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LONDON.

From WoobrarL’s Diary.
N the year 1767, the fhips Indian Queen, Duke
of York, Nancy, and Concord, of Briftol, the
Edgarof Liverpool, and the Canterbury, of Lon-
don, layin old Calabar rjver.

It happened at this time thar, a quarrel {ubfift-
ed between the principal inhabitants of Old Town:
and thofe of New Town, Old Calabar, which had
originated in a jealoufy refpecting faves. The
Captains of the veflels now mentioned, uniced in
fending feveral letters to the inhabitants of Old
Town, but particularly to Ephraim Robin John,
who was at that time a grandee, and a principal
inhabitant of the place. The univerfal tenor of
thefeletters was, that they were forry that any
jealoufy or qunarrel fhould fubfit between the
two parties ; thatif the inhabitants of Old Town!
would come on board, they would afford them fe-
curiry and protection ; adding, at the fame time,
that their intention in inviting them was, that
they might become mediators,and heal their dif-
puates.

The inhabitants of Old Town, lappy to find
that their differences werelikely to be reconciled,
joyfully accepted the invitation. The three
brothers of thé grandee juft mentioned, the el-
deft of whom was Ambee Robin John, firft enter-
ed their canoe, attended by twenty-feven others,

| and being followed by nine canoes, directed their

courfe to the Indian Queen. They were difpatch-
ed from thence the next morning to the Edgar,
and afterwards to the Duke of York, on board of

i which they went, leaving their canoe and atten-

dants by thefide of the fameveflel. Inthe mean
time the people on board the other canoe; were
either diftributed on board, or lying clofe to the
other fhips.

This being the fitnation of the three brothers,
and of the principal inhabitauts of the place, the
treachery now began to'appear. The crew ofthe
Duke of York, aided by rhe captain and mates, and
armed with piftols and cuclafles, ruthed into the ca-
bin, with an intent to feize the perfons of their
three innocent and unfufpicious guefts. The un-
happy men, alarmed at this flagrant violation of’
the rights of hofpitality, and ftruck with afton-
ifhment at the behavior of their fuppofed friends,
artempted to efcape through the cabin windows ;
but being wounded, were obliged to defift, and to
fubmit to be” put inirons.

Inthe fame momentin which this attrocious at-
tempt had been made, an order had been given to
fire upon the canoe, that was then lying by the
fide of the Duke of York. The canoe foon filled

'and funk, and the wretched attendants were

feized, killedor drowned. Moft of the other
fhips immediately followed the example. Great
numbers were additionally killed and drowned on:
the occafion and others were fwimming to the
thore. :

At this juncture, the inhabitans of New-Town,
who had concealed themfelves in' the bufhes by
the water-fide, and between whom and the com-
manders of the veflels the plan had been previouf-
ly concerted, came out from their hiding places,
and embarking in their canoes, made for fuch as
were fwimming from the fire of the fhips. The
fhips boats alfo were inftantly manned, and joiu-
ed in the purfuit. They butchered the greateft
part of thofe they caughr. Many dead bodies
were {oon feen upon the fands, and others were
floating during the whole of the day upon the wa-
ter; and including thofe that were feized and
carrried off, and thofe that were drowned and
killed, either by the firing of the thips, orthe peo-
ple of New-Town, three hundred were loftto the
inhabitants of Old Town on that day.

The carnage, which I have been nowdefcribin &
was {carcely over, when a canoe, full of principal
people of New Town, who had been the promoters
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