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FROM THE FREEMAN’s JOURNAL.

M=. BAILEY,

IT is tl e duty of every good citizen, and every prudent man,

to confider the nature and operation of the public meafures,
that are adopted from time to time by government, whether they
be thofe of Congrefs or the State Legiflature. I found myfeli
fatisfied on very little reflexion, with the impofton foreign goods,
and I fee plainly it tends to give a confiderable part of the ne-
ceffary revenue, and, at the fame time, to enceurage manufac-
turing at home, Since the new revenue law, or excife, as fome
call it, has been paffed, I have had it in my mind a good deal,
and turned it there much and often. On thinking for myfelf
(for I do not like any man to heat or cool me too much on pub-
lic fubje€ts) fome things ftrike me, which did wot at firft occur,
and as they may not have come into the niinds of fome ot my
countrymen, may beit will do no harm to fend them to your
free paper.

The firlt remark that ftrikes me is, that by the calculation
made, there appears to be no occafion for aland tax, or any ot
Aind of tax,and no probability of one, if this revenue is collet
tor there feems enough impoft and duty on fpirit to keep us qfear
of them all.  Now I never did expeét to fee the public debtk of)
this country, and the expences of government and an Indian war
all provided for at once, without one dollar of land tax, or tax o
polls, or heads, or perfonal property ! I find too, it I have a
mind to be fober and frugal, and have a large family, whofe
maintenance obliges me to be fo, T'can make out with cider,
mead, metheglin and beer, without paying any of this duty, and
{ can fell my grain tor food, or to thofe who make a trade of
diftilling and brewing to {ell by wholefale. There is no doubt
that thole, who do follow liquor-making as a trade, will do it
the cheaper, in proportion as they make it in large quantities,
and that they can afford to give 2 price for grain to difhill, which
it would not do tor an owner of a ftill of fifty gallons to pay.
The duty on the loweft foreign rum, is much higher than the du-
ty on home made {pirits of the fame proot or ftrength. The
home made {pirits of grain and fruit, pay only nine cents, or
about eight pence Penufylvania money, whichis exaétly the du-
ty laid by the aé&t of Affembly, and continued for many, many
years, by as good patriotic whig Affemblics; as ever fat in this
State, or in any other country upon carth.
of the fame pioof pays 20 cents, or 18 pence Pennfylvania moncey,
whicn 15 above double the duty on our fpirits. It is plain to me
that this difterence of eleven cents (or about ten pence) in favor
ot home-mude fplnits, muft very {oon flop the ufe of any great
quantity oi torcign rum and brandy, even on the {ea coaft, and
that 1t will put an end to it in the back country, the firft time we
bave a good crop and bad markets abroad. From accounts it
fecs very likely that this will be the cafe with our prefent crop,
Thus great difference in the duty in favor of howre made {pirits
will be found avaft help to the farmer, and therefore found and
patriotic policy in Congrefs. It is betier for the maker of home
{pirits, to pay e1oht penee on his rum, apd to heve eignteen pence
en rival Brtith rum, than to be quite tree from duty, dand have
only feven pence as before, on foreign fpinits.  Under the State
law, we had only 2 and.1-2 on foreign rum, and then our fhlls
had a worle chaace, by {ix or feven peace. %ig

They think in Holland and Britain, that the growing of hops
and barley is a very profitable part of farming; and it is plain
that America will'be better off, by raifing gieat quantities of them;
for the more various odr produce, the more certan 1t will be that
we fhall get fome of our crops through to advantage, 1n our va-
rious feafons wet and dry. I therefore argue, that the high du-
ties on forcign fpirits (which have been very much increaf:d on
account of the daty on ours) will bring on a deal of brewng, 2nd
call for hops, and winter and {ummer barley, 1 large quangjties.
Indeed I think thisvery {eafon there will be fuch a want of bar-
ley, owing to the fhort imipoft of rum and molaffes, that wheat
will be malied in fome places. It a man that owns a ftill, will
work ic fmartly and pay by the capacity of the ftill, and not by
the gallon, the duty will not ftand him more than one third of
what foreign rum is to pay, fo he can afford more for grain and
fruit to fill. We know very well in Penniylvamia, that old
William Penn was a threwd {enfible man.  He kept peace with
the Savages better than any of the other proprietors, governors, or
old king’s governors, that weread of 5 and he brought Pennfyl-
vania toerward by the toundations he laid, fafter than any country
m the world, in the fame tinte, This wife old man,in the year
1684 fixt a duty on fpirits of all kiunds, of twelve pence, as
the veft revenue for a young country. He juftly obferves, that
the rich and the drunkard pay nearly the whole of it. The fober
and moderate pay hit le ; and any man may pay nothing by ufing
only cider, metheghn and becr.  Penn was certainly a very wife
man, a good Chniftian, a friend to liberty, civil and 1eligious, and
had a remarkable infight and forefight 1n the true intereft and ca-
pacities of this country. It 1s my opinion, Mr. Bailey, that the
regulation of fpirinous liquors is as important to the happinefs
of man, and the tru. fervice of God, as {chools and places ot wor-
{hip.  Schoola youth ever fo well, teach him the way of a {ober
and pious hfeever fo carefully, he will be in the greateft danger
if {pirituous hiquors be as plenty by him as the fprings and foun-
tains: - IMa man will fpend his money, or give his labor for drink,
ia fuch-a degree as to make himfelt unfit for work, the more he
pays for it the better, becaufe the price will fet {ome bounds to
excefles. 1 find a particular comfort in the excife, on the follow-
mg fcore—The State debrs, it they had not been affTumed, would
have remained for the States to pay. Having vefted Congrefs with
the impoft, the States would probably have laid a land tax, for
they could not have laid an excife without ruining the country
diftillerics, unlefs Congrefs had raifed the duty on tforeign rum,
4s they have done from aregard for the home diftiller ; dnd 1t s
bat vight turther to mark the ferupulousjuftice of Congrefs, in
regard to the money. - Fn order that the money raifed?on ftills
and {pirits in the back country, niight be apphed to the immedi.
ate benefit of the perfons vefiding in thole parts, they have provi-
ded, that all that fhall be raifed this year, by the revenue or ex-
cifc law, fhall be pledged to pay the expences of General St.
Clair’s; and General Scott’s and other expeditions againft the Sa.
vagrs, that harrals our back country, from Pennfylvania to Geor-
gia. Thisis furely giving the beftand faireft courle to things,and
15 tight welldone.

: This duty is alfo to be applicd in part to renewing the treaty
with'the emperor of Morocco, whofe craifers would take our
veilels and interrupe the fales of our fith, grain, indigo, rice, to-
baeco and lumber in Europe, and the wine countries. Other
ufes towhich the maney produced by the excife will be applied,
are to pay off our debis to France and other friendly powers,
contratted inthie late war with Britain, and o our creditors at

But foreign {pirits |

home. It mufttherefore be the defire and intereft of every good
citizen. who wifhes that our government may difcharge thefe ob-
ligations, and may obey thefe plain’ diétates of policy, to givea
helping hand to the law. Thisis growing up intoa powerful and
glorious country. and will continue to grow, if we have peace at
home and keep faith abroad. | Above all, we fhould try not to
owe money to foreign kings, becaufe it will give them a pretext
to interfere in our affairs, and they are a fort of perfons, who like
to meddle with other nation’s matters. I am your friend, and

A CONSTANT READER.

[We have received feveral numbers of the BEE, a
new work, now publifbing by Dr. ANDERSON, in
Edinburgh, from which extralls may occafionally
appear in this Gazette.]

FROM THE BEE.

EVOLUTIONS in focieties and nations are
not affairs univerfally demonftrable, that
owe their perfection or circumfcription to the
powers of the human mind. Thefe belong ra-
ther to the nature of caufe and effect. Their
hidden and {ecret nature are beft known by their
confequences. One catfe however i§ obvious,
the opprefion of men in power. Defpotic govern-
ments might preferve the peace and felicity of
their fubjects by lenity aud equicy of adminiftra-
tion. The people under foch princes might be
cemented to their fovereigns without fo much as
kuowing for why—at lealt without any inquiry
into the rights of fovereignty : Bu: whenever op-
preflion begins, the painful chains fpeak to their
onderftanding more emphatically than all the
eloquence of Demofthenes. Another evident rea-
fon of ftate-revolution is, the introduélion of com-
merce. The heads of the people might even be
generous and humane in framing an abfolute go-
vernment : But thefe principles being only flexi-
ble, and corruptible by intereft, what can fave a
nation from utter ruin, but the common and
commercial people ? and how fhall thefe become
faviours of their country, unlefs by mechanical
ingenuity and commerce, they obtain i.nﬂnence
to raife up their dignity ? Unlefs they induftri-
oufly cultivate thofe arts, which have fertility to
fupply the defects of nature ! Oppreflion, there-
fore, matching with influence and memal.reﬁne-
ment, will ftroggle and debate from their own
weight and importance ; and the refult muft turn
out according to the fuperior balance of contend-
ing powers. Such thinf;s appear to have been
two caufes of the French Revolution, which, it
as ftedfaftly maintained in infancy, as at the
birth, muft be productive of the manhood of li-
befty. . If thele principles laid down are gene-
ral, Spain'in its. multiplied degrees of fbciety,
and ill ficuation for trade, on account of the in-

flux of the Mexican fpecie, mufl yet fpuw

the furrows of flavery.

Sketches of Fox, BURKE, PITT, 8RERIDAN, &c.
[By the Author of Lesséx6toa Youné Prince.]

[IT is an old, but ufeful adage -Read every author with a jealous
eye.—Mankind wb%fd be underinfinitely greater obligations to
men of learning for their literary l5bors, were they more candid
in their remarks upon each other ; there is akina of Turkifh po-
licy predominant in theit fervations on cotemporaries ; not
merely imaginary rivalthip, but any kind of equality isintolera-
ble—and henceit is very uncommon to find a generous acknow-
ledgment of meritin the works of others, even on fubjeéts in
which neither are particularly interefted ; but with refpeét to an
oppofition ot fentiment, it {eldom fails to produce a copious ef-
fufion of difqualitying epithets. Thele obfervations will apply
to differences in politics—the moft brilliant fuccefs on the part of
thofe who are fortunate rivals, cannot defend them from the
fhafts of obioquy ; and tho the world may award the tribure of
applaufe, the acrimony of a party fpirit will attempt to blaft their
laurels. The following fketches, ‘are the. produétion of genius,
wit and learning, but the epullitions of envy and prejudice are fo
apparent that they cannot be read without indignation—The
world at large have long entertained very diffcrent {entiments of
the refpeétive charaéters, but this writer of lefTons, has ftripped
the group of both integrity and abilities—and with a gencrous
defign to benefit pofterity no doubt, has configned their me-
mories to execration !]

IAM going to hazard an opinion, on which |
would hazard my life-——that Fox, by far the
foperior man of the' party, is remarkably defec-
tive in the great and inventive properties of wif
dom—{chemes, plans, information, or materials,
have ever been collected for Fox, by all the ra-
Tents and induftry of a powerful party; and he
has, above all men, the facnlty of inftantly giv-
ing order and expreflion to uncouth and enor-
mous mafles; but his mind not embracing the
origin of meafures, itis a chance thatr He diredts
them to the ruin or advantage of his party. |
will give as inftances—the coalition—the India
bill—the inherent right of regency—and the

the public life of Mr. Fox with national odiam ;
and he has incurred it, not from difhonefty, for
if there be an honeft man among the political ad-
venturers and champions of thetime, heis Charles
(Fl‘ox ; but for want of abilities, for want of wif-

om.

Who projected the coalition I am not inform-
ed. By internal evidence, 1 fhould adjudged it
to be the idea of Burke; the extravagant abfur-
dity of it fuits no other mind.

The India bill, I am well aflured, is Burke’s
own offspring, and it firongly bears the impref-
fions of its parent.

The doctrine of hereditary regency was fur-
nifhed by Lord Loughborough (the well known
Wedderburne) with abundant promifes of autho-
rities and reafons, which are not fulfilled.

In the trial of Hgftings, eloquence has been
employed like water in an inundation, without
judgment and without advantage.

All the objects in the contemplation of Mr.
Fox on thefe celebrated occafions, might have
been obtained—not only without infamy, buc
with applanfe.

Pitt has obrained them all, with abilities greatly
inferior, but with the art of profiting by the er-
rors of Fox. He has all the advantages of a coa-
lition, by detaching Rosinson* from his old
mafter. He has acquired more power in India,
than Mr. Fox aimed at, by only faving appear-
ances with the King : he has acquired popularity
by a dodtrine refpeciing the power of two eftates
in Parliament, which if advanced by Mr. Fox,
would have procured his impeachment—and he
has rendered his opponents the inftruments of
his own purpofes refpecting Mr. Haftings+.

Such are the fuperlative abilities of your Royal
Highnefs’s principal, thengh, perhaps, not your
favorite counfellor.

That Burke has talents, no man of fenfe will
pretend to deny; but they are fuperficial, often-
ratious, and want the guidance of judgment and
feience.  Satis eloguemia’,fapieﬂtiw parum.

Shéridan, with equal imagination has more art ;
and being educated on the ftage; underftandsthe
nmethod of giving effe¢t to every fentiment, ac-
tion and expreffion. But he is a mere artificer of
fcenes ; his orations are plays in anew form, and
they produce amufement and admiration, never
conviction or refpect. :

The abilities and accomplithments of the three
umited, would nor conftitute a ftatefinan, or a
truly great man. Their fancies or imaginations
are not balanced by fcience, or that high and ex-
alped yeafon which is formed by the calm and pa-
{tudy of Philofophy, a profoond acquaint-
e with hiftory, and firi¢t difcipline of mathe-
matics,

* Lord North’s confidenual fecretary. .

+ If the condut of the Minifter were thoroughly underftood
in this bufinefs ; if the motives of his fudden converfion to the
opinion that Haftings fhould be impeached, were ftated to Parlia-
ment and the country by an able and honeft Senator, we might
fee what we have long wanted, a minifter rendered atually re-
{ponfible.

o :

EXTRACT from the ALBANY REGISTER.

UPPOSE a man to bave fix children, three of

them fons, whofe eftate 1s worth 3000l.—the
intereft of this is only 18cl. per annum ;—with
this finall fam he has fix children to maintain,
clothe and educate—He certainly cannot brin
all his fons up profeflional men, por his daugh-
ters fine ladies. Let him then make them u/eful
members of fociety. Two of his fons let him
make tradefmen. By this he will fave the ex-
pence of fupporting them from 14 years of age,
and ever after ; and give them what they will
ever have reafon to blefs him for, a trade, which
is better than an eftate, becaufe it can never be
fpent.—The third, if he be favored by the indul-
gent hand of Providence, with that defirable
blefling gsnizs, let him make a profeflional man.
And his daughters, let them be inftructed to fpiny
knit and few, as well as the ordinary work of a
houfe, but by no means neglect their education.
Let them boaft, with a confcions pride, that the
cloathsthey wearevery day are the fruits of their
ovin induftry ; and I'll engage thofe allurements
| will foon arrract the notice of men of fenfe, and
dazzle in their eyes, fuperior to the brilliancy
| of a crimfon filk—the gay appearance of a fugar-
loaf har. thrown carelefsly on one fide of the
head, with the addition of an elaftic bithop, and
| a full breafted ftomacher, :

trial of Warren Haﬂings—evcuts which mark
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