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Ao the welfare of the country, and aware |
of the diftrefs to which it muft inevitably be
reduced by a* European war, whéther we
hiave not already pledged our faith fo far as -
to preclude us from any prefent confideration

- of convenicuce or -inconyenience, and whe-
ther-we are not by oar ‘own veiuntary en-
gagewmentbound to take: the part of the pre-

fent government in Franeg,elpecially in ‘cafe |

the Weft-Tndia iflands Thould ‘be: attacked by ]
Great-Britzin. s ¢ R
. By the.eleveath afticle of the Treaty of |
Albance twith France, ‘the United States
¢ guaranty to his Moft Chriftian Miaje ty, the
pofleffions of the crown of France in Ame-
rica.”—But the courfe of buman events has |
«either totally ablolyed us, or at leaft fufpend-
ed the obligation of this claufe, and it can- |
not be made-even a plaufible pretext for, in-
volving us in'the prefent war. My reafons |
for thisopirion are, ’ R
1. That the gnarahty.is to his mofl. Larifian
Majefly, of The, i3 of the crown of France.~
1 afk, ‘who is at this time kis moft Chriflian, Ma-
J¢fty ? A part of the French nation, and all
the other powers of Europe will anfwer, he |
is'the fon or the brother of the late Lours
the XVith. The National Convention, and
the prefent Republic of France will fay there
isno fuch.man.” The office apd all its powers
have been extinguithed in, the blood of the
perfon with whom your contra& was made.
If the article biuds us to either of the par-
‘tiesy the gueftion, which of the two is eu-
titled to claim the performance, is now a
qusftion to be fettled by the event of a c¢ivil
‘War, and neither party can call upon us to
decide irfor them. » - - 3 :
- 2: That fuppofing the revolutions of France,
are now, completed, and a Republic firmly
eftablithed, it may be'doubtful; whether they
have not by their change of government, dif-
folved this clanfe of the Treaty : I know it ,
isa generai principle of the laws of nations, -
‘that the rights and obligations of Treaties
furvive the internal revolutions of govern-.
ment, and therefore that the Republic of |
-France may be entitled to the benefirs of en- .
“gagenEr ‘y NTTAct 1_,1““_1‘3?”1?’\‘6?“!%3-";
narch. Bat to this rule there are many ex- |
<eptions § the firft Conftituent Affembly were
fo fully of this opinion tbat they thought the
mation ablolved from all fuch Treaties pre- -
vioufly made, as might be injurious . to their |
igterefts, and the prefeot . government have
extended the principle much further, when asa
Jjuftification for opening_ the Scheldt, contra-
¥y to the pofitive and exprefs ftipulation of
nany Treaties, they have formally denicd
the obligation of any compa&,, which was
‘contrary totic natural Rights of Men. Upon fpe-
<alative principles it may be very queftion-
“able how far the fovereign controul of a
French Republic, over iflands at three thou-
“fand: miles diftance from them s confiftent
with fuch natural rights, and it would be dif-
ficult to mark the diftinGion which fhould
prohibit every act of jurifdi&tion exercifed by
‘one nation over a river flowing through the
Territories of another, and at the fame time
aliow a fapreme authority over’colonies pla- .
<ed by the hand of nature at fo wide a dif-
\tance from the metropolis.—The poffefions of
he erown of France, as pnaranteed by our Trea-
8 to his moft Chriftian Majefly, appear to me to
have formed a part that Conftitution of
‘gveroment which then. exifted in France ;
~khey were a part of the monarchy, and under
‘the mew government they can 2o longer be
confidered as poffefians, in the fame fenfe in
which they were underftood when the Uni-
Tep States bound themfelves to the guaranty.
. 3« Should hoth thefe grounds for the opin-
fon I am fopporting be confidered as-errone-
ousyand the clanfe in queftion be heid as
binding us to the French Republic, in the
fame manner as it farmerly did to the King,
It remains o enquire what was intended by
' _tbe guaranty and what are the duties which
it has preferibed to.us 2—~During the admin=~
ifteation of the rayal % ment, had the
authority of the fover&‘:“g:en guided by the
‘Maxims of fpeculative freedom or of prac-
“tical tyranny ; had he provoked a rebellion in
toe iflands, by opprefling the planters or by
liberating their flaves; the guaranty in the
treaty wonld not have bound us to afift him
with our bleod and treafures, in enforcing an
ebfurd and nanatural Government againft the
perpetual refitances which it would neceflari-
ly provoke.  Had the Jate King of Fraunce,
like other Kings of whom we read in hiftory,
veili_ng_ his infatiate amhitior}, under fome
ipecious pretence of glory, of dignity or of
fafety, declared a wantan and unjuftifiable
war againft any er all of -the commercial na-
tions in Europe, and had his’ poffeffions in
Americabeen conquered by his enemies in
the coufe of fuch a war, Yie never conld have
called upon’ the United States by virtue of
this guaranty, to repair the irjuries of his

. adopt the expreflion of cvil equality, fince all

t

the public with the pedantry of' quota- |
tions from the. writers upon natural and po-
litical Law, but it may be Jaid down, as an’
univerfal principle, that no’ ftipuiation con-
tained in‘a treaty, can everioblige one nation
‘to.adopt. or fupport the folly or injuftice of
another,—In applying this principle; it be-
comes peceflary to obferve, that the. admin-
iftration of the French government over their
‘colonies, finde the firft revolution of ‘1789
has been Yuch as to keep almoft "all their
iflands in a conftant fate of reheltion and ci- :
vil War ; -by the formes of - thefe -calamities .
the flaves haye been united againft their maf-
torsy by the latter the: mafters have béen «J"' v
vided againft each other. From the chaotic -
mafs of liumar paffions, a colle&ion of all'the |
moft.violent' and inflammable 'elements’ bas’,
been felefted: and combined together ; the
torch of the furies .has been: applied. to. the
compofition ; and the miferable iflanders have
been the yictims of the fatal explofion.
" To fuch aftate of defperation have thefe '
devotedicolonies been .réduced, that a for-
.mal deputatién as we.are. informed by the
| public: papews shave. folicited: for them the
we are now told that this protection has been
promifed ; that the King of Great-Britain,
has agreed to take pofleflfion of thefe colo-
mies and to hold them in truft for kis Moft:
Chriftian Majefly, ihe power to whom the letter
of our guaranty has. promifed the affiftance.
of the United States. An arbitrary and op-
prefliye (yftem of adminiftration compelied us
to renounce the authority of Great-Britain,
and France affifted us to maintain our honor-
able warfare. ‘A fimilat evil, has driven
fome of' the French colonies to a  fimilar, re-
medy ; one of them bas even attempted,a,
Declaration of Independence, and all the o-
thers would doubtlefs have done the fame,
were they not profouncly fenfible that the’
tims is not yet come, for the Lion to lie down
with the Lamb, and that the juftice of their
caufe would avail them but little againit the g
powerful imjuftice of their oppreflors. But:
furely there would be fomething fingularly,
abfurd and iniquitous, to fee the United States.
fupport the Freuch in a plan of oppreflive ad-_
miniftration over their colonies, as a reward,
for refening them from. the oppreflion. of
Great-Britain.. Jt wox fuch a-total
verfion of all moral and’ political confitency,
fuch a covenant hetween virtue and vice,
{uch a coalition of Jiberal freedom with def-
potic tyraniy, as can.fcarceély be imagined
‘without a confuifion of ' ideas, or exprefied
without an abfurdity of language. ;
4. The Iaft ground ypop which . confider -
this guaranty as diflolved ar at leaft fufpends.
ed, is, that by the act of: the French govern-
ment, it has been.rendered impracticable.
They have declared war againdt all the naval .
powers.ofi Europe.  'What'the event of that
war will be, it is not given toman to foretel;
but we cannot take a partwith the F rench -
Republic, without uniting all the reft of Eu-
rope againft us ; which upan every 1ational
caleulation of probability, would be doonifg
eurfelves to inevitable ruin and deftru&ion.
We are therefore | commanded by 2. law,
which fupergedes all others, by that uncon-
troulabje law of nature, which is paramount
to all human legiflation, or compad, to re-
main at peace, and to content ourfelves with
wifhing that laureled victory ‘may fit upon
the fword of juftice, and rhat fnooth Tuccefs
thay always be ftrewed béfore the feet of vir-
tugus Freedom.  MARCELLUS.

EXTRACTS, o

.

Written iu 1790.— T anflated from the French.

A FAR from faying to # peaple that nature
has made all mien equal, they ought to

Jearn on the contrary, that fhe has made them
very unequal; that oune is born ftrong and
another weak ; thatone is born healthy and
“another infirm ; that all arenot equally adroit
and vigilant, and thos the mafter piece of
well regulated fociety is to render cgual by
laws, thofe whom natare has made fo unequal
as to their aneans. By natuzal equality, we
underftand an equality as ito rights, and not
an equality in fadt j fince it is true that men
are born with unequal means, and pals théir
lives in conditions very unequal, whatrever li-
zrty the country to which they belong may
poffefs. A Shoemaker of ancient Rome was
not the equal of Scipio, although he had na-
turally as much right as Scipio to be ele@ed
tooflices in the Republic; they were both
equal as to their rights, but unequal as to
their means. It'would be better, perhaps, to

the citizens are profeéted by equal laws.—
‘There is not, andthere never will be any
other equality among. men.

ALL wife Legiflators have added to the
obligation of laws the ties of religion. They
thonght that they could not take too many
precaatioss to eftablifh among men fubordi-
nation—that tutelary angel of the world,—
,But the philoflophers of the prefent day, build

folly, and #o fzcrifice themfelves in fupport of
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_ifhaginations an ideal
world, which th
_which really exi 87
{TRUE courage has always confifted in
boldly fpeaking againt arbitrary power, whe-
ther oft the! Prince or .of ithe Pcople. 1t is
-when every'body is-awed to filence in the pre-
fence of @ Defpot—it isin the mid® of flavery
(that .a maul ought to elevate hi$ voice in fa- -
vorof Liberty ; but when a furious multitude
all purfding ithis fame liberty, and markiig |
their fodtiteps withi blood rifes, it is then ne-
ceffary to foften the voice, and to fpeak dif-
creetly. jn  favor of, government,. without’
;which there is no liberty, - In one word, cou-
rage at fuch a time confilts in maintaining ’
moderately our opinians, 4s it before ‘confifted -
'in boldly. ‘exprefling them. The arbitrary
power of an iddividual is defpotifin—that of
‘many is )
- than.to find mien of hoaor, who pride them-
Aelves in oppofing the arbitrary authotity of
an indiyidual; But before the power. of a’
nultitude every thing yields in. a “momen,
“and we obey “without bluthing, - In'fhort, it
I Yequires the moft fublime. courage: ndt. to
the people,
: Jf ¢ —n :
IF there exifted on earth a race of beings:
fuperior. to man, they would fometimes be’
“aftonifhéd at our inffinct—but would laugh at

~ this world, our beft efarts betraying fo.much
; imbecilit i and our proje@s accompanied.with
fo_little forefight, would’ excite their pity:
Human vanity muft confefs that there exifts
“a kind of fatality which feems ‘to amufe itfelf
in giving the Li¢ to our prudence, 2nd at its.
 pleafurebaffles the councils of wifdom. = 1t is.
. Infbe.ﬂé&rmefsz of.our views. we muaft attri-

. we were, alarmed by their effeéts, we gould.
predict events with fome. certainty—but al-

cayfes, maun pafles his life in reafonning on.
‘the paft, complaining of the prefent, and
trembling for the future, .~
- BY ititation we ynderfiand @, combi-
,mtﬁ!‘ﬁaﬁ (::gﬁarge pmv‘;'r,s”'l’(g’f/hin,ve; Exe-
“cutive, and. Fudicial; ‘&' conftitutidn 'is good
when the three pgwers. are combined. for the
y-OFthe prople, andthe glofy of whe |
governmént : A. conftitution is bad, ;\'Igp
‘thefe powers are gqntbqnf\e}i.}o; are nnite! ,.Ln \
the (ame hands for the misfortune of thie fub-
je&, or tle debafeinent of ‘the 'Prifce, or the
Magiftrates. Eveg"hatio‘n which is not fa-
vage, is 2 body politic, and, artificial—the
conftitation: gives it exiftence, the livs give

. FROM THE COLUMBLIN CENTINEL.

—

MR. RusseLL,

‘T is.with niuch pleafure 1 bave obferved

_ina pgrqfal;of?a(is papers, as late as the
16th March,.that a great degree of peace and
order appeared to exift in that populons ca:
pital. "1 obferved, in a paper of the 9thy, that
fix Theatres'were ad vertifed-as opén on, thar
evéning for, public exhibitions; and T think
the following diary of the bufinefs done in
the Commuue. of Paris, no bad index of the
tranquillity of the city, viz. = AT

PR ~ Crvil STATE. -
Mareh 2d. Divorces 6. Marriages 25. Births
: 62. Deaths 36.
3d. Divorces 5. Marriages 12. Births
91. Deaths 43.
4th. Divorces 19. Marriages 29. Births
62. Deaths 69. ’
sthe Divorees 6. Marriages 38. Births
56, Deaths 39, &c.

In this detail the civil {tate of the city is
daily kept, apd in my epinion, it isa very
firong evidence that a great degree of order
muft reign in a place, where the  adminiftra-
tors of cjie Police cap'keep fo regular and par-

which tranfpire in it.——Your’s,
. A FRiEND T0 THE FRENCH,
May 1793+

Foreign Intelligence.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Feb. 11,
- A CCORDING to the lateft ‘advi-
' ces from the Archipelago,feve-
ral veflels, onder Ruflian colours,
Joaded with grain, have been taken
by a French frigate. ‘

Sewionville’s arrival is ftill retard-
ed, and it is now believed that the
Porte will follow the example of
other powers, and refufe to acknow-
ledge him.. :

Egypt is defolated by a. cruel fa.
“ mine. At Cairo, the ftreets are §ill.
ed with the dead bodies of the poor
wretches who have fallen a prey to
its ravages—The Plague has again

their republics like Plato uwpon a fiern theory.

Willy to fbftitute for that -

rchy.. Nothing is more fréequent .| .

our reafon—Above alf, in ‘the great eventsof |:

ways compelled to afcend from effecs to |-

irefolved, after a lq:ag_ilgt,ing. of the
21ftinft. ro accede 1o the propofals
:made by the directory of Zurich, of

‘recommending an oﬂ‘z:ia} correlpon-
dence with.M. Barthelemy, Minil-
ter of the rFrench republic. -

.. The cantous of Bazil, Schaffhoufe,
Appenzell, and the rowns of St. Gai-
Jeés, Biel, and Mabllanfen, alfo de.
clared their adherence to the judg-
ment of the Directory of Zurich, _

Corps‘on!y',w,airg;_i:the;dqt;gr,minqti_.i)'n
of Berne (o follow its example.

STOCKHOLM, March §,

The day before yefterday the
‘young kiag, accompanied. by the
. Doke Regemt, fec: off for Upfal.
~Another voyage is alseady talked of
~in the approaching {pring, rowards
‘the Finfand frontiers, when an in-
terview may have place between the
Ewprefs of Ruffia, our young Mo-
narch and his illuftrious Unele,

\WARSAW, (Paland) March 6,

-, The Ruffian anibaffador has at
length perfuaded. his majefly 1o
make the voyage to Grodno. His
excellency poes on before about the

oth, apd_hi,_,s!majcﬂy is. expected ro

follov towards the end of the ap-

proaching week. * ' s

i af R 3 7" o |

H.A G U. E, March 23
On the 21t inft. greac part of che

noble rown. hall of - Maeftriche fell
¢in. This is the confequence, of the

bombardment, which, it feems, was

defigned rather to deflroy the city
- than ke jr, iy B
Thirty-nine,
qu'_ - ik i "'l” oRn-g TP

the 18th, were hrought intg. Mas(-
tricht on the 24th, It is fuppofed
~that t,lgex,m,ul_l%m loft in the dif-
ferent engagements from the 18th
to.the 22d, more than 60 pieces of
cannon, and that they had. 13 05 15
thonfand men killed or wounded.
The lofs on the fide of the Auiftrians

‘s eftimaied ar boco.

* OSTEND, March 31,
The whole province of Brittany,
except Nantes, is now in arms. The
Paris papers ftate the number of re-
volters at 40,000, but other accounts
by private letters make them awonnt
te 90,000 men, It is fuppofed that
the reafon of their ftopping the
mails by the way of Calais s, to pre-
_vent iis being, known in England,
Jlett affiftance fliguld be fent 10 the
revoliers. They are in poffeflion
of all the country round l‘l_r,cﬁ, .and

Rochelle. °
LEYDEN, April 1,

¢ Head quarrers of rhe Pruffian ar-

my at Laubach, on the Hanferue,

March 24. : : S

‘“ 'We are encamped here at the
diftance of 2 leagues from Simeria,
which is occupied by our troops,

“ In alittle time we thall advance
againft Croerznach, Sy

“¢ Our van-guard, under the com-
mand of Col. Seculi, having fallen
in with the enemy on the road, re-
pulfed them the firft day, on the fe-
cond he was repulled in turn, buc
en the 3d he beat the French, and
drove them as far as’ Bingen., The
lofs on either fide was trifling. * As
our corps was not fufficient]ly nome-
rous, it retired to Stromberg. We
fhould have bees already maiters of
Bingen, had a native of

not a fp,
Crueizoach, informed theenemy of
our march. He has been arreffed,
~and will foon fuffer punithment.”’
*“ This day 4 Prufian’ regiments
pafled the Rhine at St. Goar, to join
us. We are informed 4lfo, that fe-
veral Aaftrian regimencs of the ar-
my of Prince de Hohenlohe have

appeared on a fudden at Smyraa,

quitted Treves under the cofrmana

{ ° SWETZRRLAND, Feb.ar.
The fovereign council of Berne.

The other ftates of the, Helvetic

Ppieces of sm.%} ‘




