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ON A BI(}YULE.
A ULIRISTMAS STORY.

“Thia is the st of Christmas 1
like," smd Fred to his sister, ax she
held the hall door open, while he, at
tired in brown velveteen with corduroy
leggios to mateh, whee led his machine
alnwn thy steps.  She smiled, thinking
of his boyish days, when Christmas
wvithout spow cast & gloom over hix
moerry litthe henrt,  She said nothing
but n cheery “good-bye,” however, ns
he wentthrongh the gate, and watehed
him with proud eyes leap inte the sad
dle and roll geacefully down the ave
nue,  The pure, orisp air blew the
brown ringlets in waves scross her
foreliead, ns she stooped amd broke
from n holly-bush a bunch of the shin:
ing, searlot berries,

Fred felt inexpressibly happy ns hie
started on that brisk morning ride; he
hind the feeling of independence tha
lulllungl d to him ns a lll!i\‘!vf!’i!!' woplio
mores he bestrade n glittering new ma-
ching of which he was not a little
proud; and more than all, he was go-
ing o eall on a yonng lady whose
lughing eyes and rosy lips had hannt.
ed him  throngh three long months of
torm work.  Perbaps Miss Eihel wonld
ba ont: the thought made him quicken
his paee.  “In that case,” thought
Master Fred, “I will chase her pony
all over the country.” He turned off
the avenue, down & eross streetsmooth

and hard, and hned on either side by
geeat elis,  On one of these Frod
heard a tremendons racket, and  soon
discovered a colony of rooks, eawing
and chattering 1o the bare Lranches.
As he rode under them, the flock rose
with & wairey Fred turned his head to
whateh them; at that instant his wheel
struck something very solid, and its
earcless rider, deseribing the quarter of
4 cirele over the obstacle, landed flat
upen his back in frone of it. Fora
few seconds the multitude of stars,
moons aud planets that daneed before
his eyes prevented his secing anvthing
but o burst of agitated langhter
brought him simultancously to his feot
and bik seuses.  In front of him was o
duinty little trieyole.  On onebalf of
the coshioned svat sat a young lady,
lier tiny boots on the pedals, one
gloved "hand on the steering handle,
the other hidden in a little muff upon
her lup.  Hor brown eyes were turned
upon our hers with o mixtare ol
amusemert, anxiety and  vexation,
Fred doffed his eap.

oI really beg pardon.  Did 1 do any
damage * It was awlully careless, bat
I didn't see you all."

“Sol imagined when your bioyole
ran me down,” she avswered with de
miure mischief.

“Are you quite sure that you are
not at all hort 7" he asked agaia, anx-
iously,

“Not in the leas; but my carriage
may have saffered,” and she glanced
over it with a solicitous air.  Fred
made a ecareful inspection and finally
reported all right, then commenced
again his apologies. The truth is, this
susceptible young man had evidently
forgotten his intended call, and had
literally taken a header in love on the
spot.  Perhaps the voung lady kuew
it, for she thanked him with winning
[ranknessand n glance that he remwem-
bered long atterward.  However, noth-
illg remuained to be done but to li[l his
cup and rescue his machine from the
gutter, which he dia, regardiess of a
bent fandle-bar,  The trieyele wns
still motionless as he turned again ioto
the road, and its charming rider looked
at him with perplexity.

“Iam very sorry, but I think the
axle must he bent,” she said, as he
hinstened to her; I can hardly move
it A hasty examination showed him
that she was vight.  Here was indeed
t dilemma, and vow o happy thought
struck Master Fred,

“Won't yon let me help yon home
with it ! 1 can leave my ieyole inside
this hedge just as well as not, and I
really ought to, you know, after being
s0 carcless,” he added; trying not to
appear tao eeger,,  She thanked him
with a slightly vexed smile, hesitated a
woigent, aod then made room for him
beside her,  You may be assured thm
FFred was not long in wheeling his ma-
chine in back of the osage hedge and
svating Nimself beside this very pretty
young lady.

“¥hull T steer,” she asked guietly,

sYos, and T will maunge the brake,”
answoered  he, easting  an admiriog
glanee at the gloved  fingers so firmly
clavped around the ebouy, and think-
ing, perhaps, that if any breaking was
done, it would probably be his suscept-
ible heart.  In a moment they were
rolling nlong the street, her Jittle foet
following his as he worked manfully at
the tredals.  They rode for some time
in silence; finally Frod ventured to
stenl 0 glance ot his fair companion
when he thought she was particularly
oveupled in gmiding the trieyele, and
blushed tremendously a8 he found that
she was reganding bhim  with  an
amused wmile.  Then, desperately, in
the endeavor to find out who she was:

“Da you live very fur from here 1

“1 mmsorry you are getting tired. "
This mischicfously,
“Oh, but 'm not,
awered hastily;
ten miles off.”

“Thank you,” she said, langhingly,
“bhut were we are now.”  And she
turned their cavriage up the graveled
drive of Ashoroft, the beautiful wanor
of Mr, 1\_‘|l1.0'}" M P.

“Thon you nre Miss May Ashley !”
eriedd Fred io o breath.  ©1 have often
heard my sister speak of you. 1am
Fred Camphell, and you must let o
tuke your poor tgeyele and have its
uxle fixed.”

Miss Ashiley smiled as she dismount
o,

“It s nov worth while—thanks,” she
murmured; and then, suddenly bolding
out her hand, gave him another daz-
zling shaft from those great oves. |
should be glad o see you here, Mr,
Campbell.’

vlaey

you kuow," he an
“hoped it was st least

Fred stammered his thanks, pressed
the little baund, snd strode down the
drive, treading on figurative robber
pudals If any one had mentioned
Miss Ethel's name to him then, he
would have gaxed in blank amaze
ment "l‘h. it ennnot be -1i'llit-4|, Fred
Campbell was very mueh in love,  He
found his steed where he had left it
and rode home slowly, #ayin r, ' Yon,
very," rathor absently, in respouse to
his slstor's inguiry ss to whether he

bind o plensant ride or not.  He waa a0

badly smiten as to prevent his enjoy-
ing l)m ronst beef and pudding, how-
ever, and hia father beamed approving-
Iy at him.  “Cieycling is a fine sport,
my boy, innocent and harmless,” Dut
thie good old gentleman did not notice
the ﬁlunh that Fred chose to explain
with a choke and s gurgle.  After din-
ner he stood with his sister's haod
drawn through his arm, looking off
upon the gray Christinas  evening.
Star after star glimmered ont, and fi-
nally the huge iron disk of the moon
rose over the Inruhw “Beth, do you
know May Ashley 1" he asked, abrupt-
Iyt “Who, no, I'red; that is, 1 have
met her twice this season, Inll have
only & bowing acquaintance with her.
Why 1" kbe asked, looking at him cu-
riously, “Oh, nothing, only I thought I
remembered hearing you speak of her,
and  merely asked for  the sake
of saying something,” hastily re:
Joined this very nanghty fellow,

“She is #nid to be a little odd, but
sho is cortainly very charming,” said
Beth,

“By Jove! yes!” muttered Fred, ue
der His breatl; and then, gently re-
logsing himself, he donned his cap and
strolled out to the lawn, where his i
cycle, resting against a post, glim-
mered in the moonlight, lL. regarded
it u minute, and then wheeled it sud-
dendy into the drive, sprang into the
suidille and flew downthe rond.  As he
bowled ont upon the Avon pike, the
moonlight east a grotesque shadow
in front of him, as it an ape, perched
upon o stick, were making frantic ef
forts to get off,

Fred rode vigorously, as if the ex-
oroise was o great relief to his feelings,
and then suddenly pulled np as the
ureat gates of Ashieroft eame in sight.
He hesitated 8 moment, almost mo-
tionless, then tarned up the drive.
There was a great deal of shrabbery
around the honse; he wounld not go in,
but would guictly ride aronnd. and
perhaps, v.n!-:'t a glimpse of the far
teieyelist, nnobserved. A
room curtain was drawn;
mounted and drew back in the shadow,
waiting, At the same moment o step
was hearid on the gravel, and a young
‘eyclor came briskly along the path.
He was rather short and slight, was
tastefully dressed in dark-blue knicks
and a polo cap upon which a badge
slnurkh:l and he wheeled a “forty
cight”’ semi racer, full nickel, of beau
tiful design and finish. “By Jove!
here's a young Ashley,” thought our
love wick ‘eveler: I mnst get out of
thi=." He came out upon the drive
and walked slowly up to meet the boy,
A glimpse of his Tace in the moonlight
showed Ired that he was not over fif-
teen.

“Beg pardon; but I must have
struck a private drive, have I not?
said Fred, shamelessly.

“Yos, mr.lhm in Ashoroft,” anawered
the ymth. pleasantly.

“And yon, my boy, are a young
Ashley, just ont for a moonlight apin 1
said I'rdd, with true sophomorie eon-
dedcension.” “My name is Camphell;
suppose we take our ride together.”

“Thank youn, that would be jolly;
shall we start " Fred gazed adminngly
at the little fellow as be vaulted lightl
by the pedal into the pigskin, and saur
satto voce, *lle's got the family ac-
cent,  Wonder if 1 could pump him
about his sister ' Fred mounted and
rode up alongside of his companion,
who was pedaling along with that eare-
less vase so natural to young riders,

“Youn ride s great deal, don't you ?"
nsked Fred,

“On, yes, sir!”
heartily.

“Audenjoy it, too, I se
heroy “what do you
eycling 1"

“I don't think it is quite safe, al-
ways, answered young Ashiley, cast
ing a mischievous glance at Fred,
which he, however, did not see,

“Your sister, Miss May, rides out oe-
casionally, doesn't she #”

“Yos, sir,”

“And doesshe like it, 1001 asked
Fred indifferently.

#Yes, she used to; but I believe she
l'llmkn it isn't safe on the highway,
now.”  Fred east a quick glance at the
speaker, hut be was regarding the
moon  with sueh innocence of CXPpris.
sion, that Fred concladed that if he
had heard of the morning's aceident,
be did not know that the guilty person
wos riding beside him. They rode on
in silence for awhile, then turned down
Brentham pike.  Two miles ahead lny
the famous Brentham hill, the torror of
timid ‘eyelors, and the seene of m:m_v
accidents antil the Union “boarded’
{'u!lnpit‘ltllllnl\' Fred felt very mul:h
drawn to this guiet, gentle boy riding
with him, and decided that he would
prove true friend in promotivg his ac
quaintance with his sister.

“I—1 met vour sister not long ngo,
and she nsked me to eall. Do yon
think she would really care to sco
met"

“l am sure shie wonld, very, very
much,” said young Ashley, a0 fervently
that  Fred, u\'vr}u)ml would  have
hogged him on the spot had that hean
n practicable foat,  As it was, ho ox-
pressed his gratifieation as modestly as
possivle.  The ‘eyclers had now resched
the top of the long and steep hill.
Fred prepared to dismount, and was
surprised Lo notice his companion
straighten up and take a firm grip of
the brake handle.

“Why, are you going to ride it 1" he
ejnculated,

“Oh, yes, | nl\u.\n do, my hrake is
[lll‘!t‘m sufety.”

“'m with you, then,” said Fred,
determined not to be outridden by a
mere boy.  They started down the
ateep grade, Ashley leading slightly,
Fred was admiring his perfect oontrol
over the delieate semi-racer, when he
heard a shurp snap, instantly  followed
by a short  givlish ery from th boy's
lips.  As the machine shot forward,
Fred saw the shining brake- spoon on
the road, and realized what had hap
wned, At the bovtom o mile down,
ny the ford, now swollen and Slled
with broken ico. Ina second his brake
was released, and with a strong spurt,
hie dashed after the unwiary mschine
Iu a few moments the specd was oo
great for pe ii-l]illlb. #0 with legs over
handles he flew after the now  helpless
boy-—yes, and gained upon him mlml
ly firsl lapplog his little wheo! and
thou getting fast. In low tones that
Fred never forgot, “Save me!”
wod, and  Fred was away., When
sbout two hundred yards ahoad, he
suiddenly dropped both logs off the
bandle bar aud put his toe on the step.

drawing-
Fred dis-

answered the boy

e," quoth our
think of tri-

o bog-

In an instant be was standing upon it,

wnd the brake, almost red-hot, was
scorching the rubber, ns it brought the
machine to a standstill by the terrific
stenin,  Ar he jumped to the ground,
the runaway bieyele whizged toward
him, the boy watehing him with eager
eyen.  “Throw up your hands,” shout
ed Fred, and braving himaself, canght
the little fellow on his arm, e stood
the shock bravely, bot as the boy was
dragged from his saddle, the jaunty
oap fell off, anid long brown tresses
fell over Fred's shoulder., Startled he
turned to the moonlight and gazed up-
on the heantiful face of May Ashley,
lovely in repose—she had fainted.
What Fred did in the next few
moments he was never quite sure, but
he thinks he kissed her back to life,
for woon the flush  returned to her
cheeks, and the brown eyes openeid

langnidly and  were fixed on his so
tenderly, that when hor little lips
opened  and  murmered  “Fred," ho

blessed the broken brake, the hill, and
hix own good fortune,

His fellow-sophomaores, idling awry
the time in his cosy rooms at college,
often asked him why s little bloe oap,
surmounted by a brake spoon adorped
his wall; but Fred kept the secret, aud
hie and his wife keep it yet.

e
The Paper Age.

The paper age proper may be said
to date from the disvovery of the
manufactire of paper-from, say, about
900 A. D, Since that time the path
of jpaper bus been smooth enough.
People began with books @ newspapers
followed ; periodicals, magazines, pro-
fessional and trade journals closed the
triumphant march.  Although scien-
tista then  began to look upon the
paper trade as having reached its close
or, ot any rate, as havin® seen its best
daye, that time has not come vet. It
i trne that paper boxes made then
amile, but paper boats, paper barrels
aud paper wheels gave them a ohill,
paver collars, paper bandkerchiefs and
paper serviettes set them humming
and hawing, while paper bottles, paper
tea caddies and paper chimneys creat-
od quite a flatter in scientific cireles,
and paper timbey and  paper flooring
tendered them rather unensy, until
paper shirt frouts and paper slippers
broke them down entirely, DBut the
worst has 1o come yet, for we are, in
renlity, only just entering upon the
horder, 80 to speak, of the genuine
paper age.  In a fuw short years, in
our paper shirts and paper trousers,
we shall sit down W onr paper tables,
upon our paper chaire, and eat our
eggs with paper spoons.  When we
go out of a moruing we shall Jput on
our paper shoes, paper overcoat and
paper gloves, seize our paper umbrells,
or paper cane and paper hat, kiss the
baby, happy in his paper pinafore, trip
lightly down the paper stairease, over
the paper puthiway L0 our paper car-
ringe, und start for town, continuing
our noiseless ride over the paper pave
ment, but stopping ence more, possi-
bly, to order the Intest paper novelty
for our better half.  Who wounld be
bold #nough to prediet the end of the
paper age ?

- —

Farm Implements,

Common observation would seem to
indicate that many farm implements
possessed little or no value,  Hurdly
any other conclusion could be arrived
at in passing about the country and
observing the many farm implements
that are left exposed to the weather.
This country in common with all others
has a standard by which value is es
tablished. This is the dollar, and sn
everything which we observe is brought
in comparison with the dollar in de-
termining it value, If any article re
quires five of the standard to fix its
value then we eall it worth five dollars,
snd consequently what we have Lo puy
for an article in dollars and parts of
dollars  constitntes  its  commercinl
value,

Now we know that agricultural im-
plements possess o value. No farmer
would think of laying a roll of dollar
bills by the side of the wall in a field
because he had no immedinte wse for
them; if he did, he would be considered
insane, and yet many a farmer does
virtually put twenty or  twenty-five
dollars there when he leaves a horse
rake, or seventy-five Lo eighty dollars
when he leaves & mower in the field
The only difference is that if the dol
lars aren silver and are unobserved.
they can be nsed the next year ar thei
full value, but Tn the ease of the farm
implements by the exposure to the ol-
emuents, those powertul agents of e
struction, the value has been greatly
diminished, There s a moral obl
gation resting upon every individoal
farmer, a8 well a8 any other class, 1o
practice reasonable  economy.  Any
article possessing o value, if left w
destruetion by vxposure, is practically
lost; nod with the amount of poverty
and suffering there is in this world,
i wrong that any such econdition
ahould be sllowed.  Far better would
it be to appropriste such amount in
allevisting sufferivg and sorrow.  Will
farmers give the care of implements
the attention its uupuruum- rwyurra‘

- — -

It is ||rt'|h|.'lwl thgt, in tlu' course of
the next five years, the steel nail will
buve a8 completely supplemented the
iron nail as the steel nail has its iron
predecessor,  Alrendy one-half of the
niails maoutnetared {n W heeliug are
made of steel, and the machinery  snd
plant necessary for their manuiacture
are being set up in overy nail centre
and at pearly every nail foundry, It
4 naid that steel nails ean be made
about ten cents per keg cheaper than
those made of iron, even where the
manufacture has to purchase his ingots.

— - - _—

Mins l\nlu Sanborn tells n reporter

that the grasshopper on the cover o1

her *Wit of Women,' s o kuwydid

“Misa Hose Cleveland,"” she said, “had
u rose on the cover of her book, So )
chose o katydid  for mine. Al my
friends eall me Katy, and this 18 the
book that l\. wy did,'

- -

A h.lil uunln- of the yedr 1515 has
\jllnl been added 1o the excollent col
eotion of American coing at the mint
in Philndelphia ; #3500 is the value of

ench of the three spechinens known e
be in this gountry
3 e e 1

The remmniniug copies of the History
of Clumbin County, a book of GO0
pages illostrated snd  bound in cloth
will be glosed out ot #1100 sach, 25
cents extra by mail. For sale st the
Corvmpiax  Ofice Hlommbnrg. I'n

f

Ulirintmus Superstitiona

POPULAKR IBEAR CONECTED WITH TR
SHALLOWED AXD GRACIOUS v,
Christmas superstitions take, mnn]y
forme, Though the (dny was not muc
observed in Seotland it nsed to be eon-
sidered unlucky to &pin, us causing eat-
tle to go mad and lame,  Bread baked
on Chvistmas Eve is said never to grow
monldy.  Yuole dongh kept unbroken
ll'.mugh the year is a prescrvative a.
gainst perils by fire, water or aword,
and the Normans thought from ruld
dogs also. The erumbs kept till sprin
ated mixed with corn the Danes an
Poles give as & medicine for horses
and eattle.  To this day in many parta
of Wales, eloven Christmas poddings
are botled, one for ench of the aposties
exeept Iseanot,  ‘The last is only to be
enten as the year is up o insare good
lack.  In Devonshire a hot egke dipped
in cider is taken to the orchard and
deposited on the forked branch of an
apple tree, while guns ate fired and
cider thrown into the air, the company
singing the while:

“Hear good app les and pears,
Barns full, bags full, sacks full,”

hoping therehy to secure a plentiful
fruit year, and should the sun shine on
Chriatmas day they look upon it as an
augury of an “abundant er o

According to folk lore it is considered
luoky for the festival o fall on a Sun-
day, bringing strong winds, bot s fair
dry sammer and greatness 1o children
born on that day; unlucky on “\nlnl‘d&}.
in which case ofd people will die, as
well ax children born on the anniver-
sary.  Freuit and corn will fail, ana
the winter be severe and tempestuons,
Then there are the old lines:

Winter thunder.
Rich man's foed and
Poor man's hunger,

I'he people of Krong, on the Mosello
wrap a wheel in straw  and, rolling
it down Lill on fire, augur whether
they are to have 8 zood vintage. It
i% suppose - to be favorable it it reaches
the water alight.  Suaw, strewn as it
wsed o be in ehurchies at Christmas
Lime, wiks deemed the baest premulive
aprainst sleeplessness and the best pro-
tection for frait trevs.

Christmas charms and love ornclea
have peculiar etlicacy, While the Ger-

mun maiden  melts wax  into  water
through the end of a key, hopiog
thereby to discover the form of her

futnre hushand : or, with her compan-
tone, tops at the door of the hen-house,
fully persnaded that she to whom the
the covk crows in response will be first
married; or, not content with  this,
usmes four onions  after her soveral
snitors and determines which wiil be
the favored wooer] by the one that
sprouts before the Twellth Night ; the
Tussian girls place each her separate
hieap of grain on the floor, and know
that whichever the cock selects to eat
from will be first a wife, In all coun-
tries venturesome maidens have peered
alope iuto the glass, or, more coura-
geous still, into a well st Christmas
midnight, hoping to see the face of
him who is to rule their lives. The
Yule log has been beset with Christ-
mus superstitions and observances ever
sinee those Seandinavian feasts in
honor of the god Thor, Ttound itold
fends  were forgotten, ae the lignor
biubbled in the wassail bowl amid sing-
ing, shouting and merriment. 1t was
geoured, charred and brought  home
long before and tinally lighted with a
brand from that of last vear, which
was carcfully preserved s a charm
againat fire,  lodecd, in Yorkshire, a
portion of it, thrown upon the fire, was
supposed to have the power of allay-
ing storms.  In France *cherry, plum
or ok are the woods chosen and
sprinkled with sult and  water, many
bealing properties are ascribed to them,
In Devonshire it is formed of ash
faguots bound together, and for every
crack in burning the master is su
posed to furnish an additional drau, rm
of beer or ciler.

Travelers raised their hats to  the
Yule log as it was brought in, and it
was considered a bad omen if a squint-
ing porson, flat-footed woman, or any
one with bare fect entered while it
wns burning, Al who helped to
bring it in were  guarantesd ngaingt
spells of every kind. Tv migh, if
feasuble, be Kept  lighted till Candle-
mas duy, when all JChristmas decora-
tions must be swe |n1 away, for a8 many
enves o8 are el sa many gobline will
wir and a4 denth in the house or
1|ml|\ tn kit 1o ens=tie. When the
Yule logis lighted Yule enndles should
be buroed, which must be a-uiuguish-
ed by the oldest person presengand no
snuffers an gy aveount must be  ased,
At St Jahn's college, Oxford, a large
stone candle sockot, ornamented with
fignres,still remaing for the Yale cand-
lefburned ot high table for twelve
nights of Chiistmastide, o piece being
alwanys retained for New Year's Day.

Ta the misletos muany legends and
superstitions are attsched.  The maid-
en who receives no kiss beneath it
mns not hope to be married within
the year. In early times many curative
powers were aseribe to it, 1t was con-
sidered a sovercign remedy for epilepsy,
and an antdote to poisons. W hlu
the priests gathered it with s golden
kuife, two white oulls were tethered
beneath the onk and saerificed. Now
it is more '|l‘|'|!w!|l1}' found on npple
trees. 18 propagation  was nsoribed
to the missel teash, which fed upomn its
berries. A Welsh writer a century
ago declared it to be the forbidden tree
of Eden, and while the holly was dedi-
cnted to Saturn, Friga, the Northern
Vienur, wis its presiding geniue,

-— - —

Fitten 1r—A Chiceago young man,
in a rash moment, told nis givl that if
she would hang up her stockiog on
Christmas Eve ho would fill it w0 the
brim with something nice, He has
sinoe ween her stocking, and is sull un-
decided whether to get into it himself
or to buy her u sewing machine,

— - - —

A mushroom desoribed by a physiei-
au of Portland, Oregon, as having
sprung up in s single night near his
door-step, messured twenty-tonr inghes

in  circumference  and welghed 14
pounds.
.-
Afer o thorough test J. K, Mercer
most positively  asserts that  Acker's

Kuglish Hemedy is the best medicine
for asthmn, oroup, coughs, whooping
cough and all lung troubles that can he
tound.  Ask him sbout it, for he fully

gllﬂl’llll*rﬁl W,
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