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Invisible Ratties.

Oh, no,l upon fortified hill or fleld,
W here foemen meet with saber and shiel/
Are mightiest batties fought' o
Not amid warfare’s wild alarms,
In the roar of cannon, the clash of arms
Are grandest victories wronght ! :

Took abroad into the earth’s sad homes

Where flerce temptation stealthily come
Followed by wan despair; i

Where souls are assailed by

By sin, by hollow-eyed want or woe
And mark the conflicts there'

Only God and his angels pure

Ever oan know what they endure
Who cope with these unseen toe

Only Heaven, with ita infinite res

Can control the poeace of the victor's

When these perilous confliots “l“w'wm
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*1 say, Mars Ralph.” said Bose, in a
Jow tone, as 1 handed him my bri
rein, I don’ tl oks of \
S'pose we s the n
taint fur.”
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bar ana
could have
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said.
And I saw in
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fellow's ¢
“Why,
youmean?" I
smile.
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trabbel fu
ous ri‘;l,\’.
me dar wou

this old house

By close que ing I elicited the fa
that the ¢ ha ally warne that
four men whom I haa noticed her

were a desperate set of villains,

robably had designs upon our proper
if not our lives.

The girl had seen two of t! th
stable whil supper, )
cautiously creeping into a , next the
one in which they stood, heard
enough to convince her that they meant

mischief. Subsequently to th also
saw the landlord in close conf:
the entire part) from his
he was urging the
jous work.

rou, Mars Ralph, de:

ain’t arter no good—now you heard me
persisted Bose.
T had begun to think so myself; but

what was to be done. The situation
was full of embarassment, and I felt that
nothing could be done save to wait and
ratch, and, by beingon the alert, defeat
th"ir p::uh 1’.\‘ a determined resistance.

I found that from the barred wir w,
in which there was a broken pane of

lass, a good view of the stables could
ﬁl' Lad.

Then for the other window.

I crossed the room, drew
heavy curtain, and, raising
looked out.

A single glance was sufficient to cause
me « thrill of surprise, and I gave a low
exclamation that instantly brought Bose
to my side

Far below I could see the' faint glim-
mer of water, the low murmur of which
came indistinctly up from the depths,
while on a level with what should bave
oeen the ground, I dimly saw the waving
tree-tops, as they gently swayved before
the fresh might breeze, and knew that
the window overlooked a chasm, the
soundings of which I couldonly guess

aside the
the sash,

In other words, the house, or that por-
tion of it was built upon the very verge
of the cliff, the solid rock forming a
foundation more lasting ‘than any that
could be made by the hands of man.

I leaned far out, and saw that there
was not an inch of space left between
the heavy log on which the structure
rested and the edge of the precipice; and
then I turned away with the full con-
vietion that if escape must be made, it
certainly would not be made in that di-
rection. There was nothing especially
strange in tl Lere are many houses
so constructed—I had seen one or two
myself—and yet wh '« I drew back into
the room and saw the look in Bose's
face, I felt that dancor quick and deadly
was hovering in the air.

Without speaking I went tomy saddle-
bags and got out my pistols—a superb

airof long double rifles, that I knew to

accurate anywhere under half a hun-

dred yards.
“Dar! dem's what I like to see!” ex-
claimed Bose, ashe dived down into his

bag and fished out an old horse phmlj

some wmaorciless |

[From a poem by Johu W, Overall read at
! the house-warming oelebration of the New
| York Press Club.)

‘ ‘ ) . ! 1n other days with flery hands,
‘ ‘ ' ‘ " j ! The troubadours of story
’ ’ ‘ (er the lyre's wild throbbing bosom
| / - Poared heroie strains of glory;
‘ A J | They tell us how the knights of old
e ! Braved tompest, soa and breaker
! And met the scoffing Sarmcen
At Ascalon and Acre.
|
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