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The bi rd-le- d Hcht nf simsit was
tnlnorlng ItM'U in eilmon y In

the tniliiil tlili-- nf Hie great Wi'.stein
liver; tin Idiieliblnl whs Hniiiillng U

siM el wliltle'tliliilit;li tlii-til- piliiicwtl
furejts, and Jniintlian llenv, sitting by
hl.s eiitiln dnnr, Miii Ui il t t solltnre
evening ilc, nml lliimclil vaguely of
tlm elinreli Im'IU that d to ring at
cvi nlng time In thu liir off EnNtcrh

when! h bad been In rti nml
hrniijjlit up, with thu roar of thu

In hi. eitii.
"l'tl llkt" In bear thi'in be1l once

ngnin nfiire I die," iinied i.hl Jiinntlir.i.
'Hut it alii't likely I'll vi r go bai k

now."
Even while these midltn-timi- s

pal-i- lblf'ii;h his inlnil, tlu ri!

wih n light ill p on II. e tabin thicshold,
and the riwlo of Mldlv flnielnd pink
calico, ami his iileee Doiothy enmo to
the dour.

"Ti n'. lemlv. tincle, dear," sa'd ,,hc
'nml I'm linkeit anal New Biiglundi

coin blend, ami some ginger' snapi,
Midi hs gmiiiliii in ina iKed to make.
And se, tint li', I've sliced ,np the llltlo
led peacln s fiiiin tin; tiee ynu plantid
ymiltielf on tliii-tin- th ot lhnlilll.
Irnel raid It iwoii'dii't.ginw,
tmt it has, and 1 mean to keep a siineer-fn- l

pi;il a Utile cream forturnel io night
j 1 to ihow lilin."

Old Jonathan laid don his knife
mid fork. "Do yiui mean that. Israel
Eimajne Ncoinlng liern

"Yes. uiU'le,",M d lioiotliy, flooping
to reeovir n tiaiVn(in I i'i had iliopped,

a slim lea oini with an nntlipie
vrr II eaivid til the handle. -- and
coming up eiy lu?y lioni tlio teaicli.
"Why nolV"

"Takn eaie, Dotty. ThntS nil,"
"Uncle, u lint tin you nitiin?".
"1 inuiii, 1I , that Jd rather lay

you In your giawi'tn the new burying
gioniid, when- - time's only on.V iiiouud

i t in the rIiiiiIow of the church spire,
llian In mt you m.irile.t to n man uhu
ililnks. 'lliaf.i what I mean, Dolly "

Doiotli 'm head dioi.pid over lit r
plate.

"Uncle, that's hardly lair. Jecauso
a man had a bad habit uuce "

"And has It nowi"
The holt ejes gllttired In n defiant

llaih. "You are inNt.tken, unele'. Js-r-

Ehinayne has not toui heil n drop
of aident plrits in a year. Ho has
prnuihed mo never to much It again."

"I hope) he never will, my glil,"r-nh- l

Jonathan Ileers, although hb tone y

eil no veiy saiigulne feellln.'. "Rut
It ain't n fhte thing fodo. It's mad.
ness, love of llipior l, and nothing
hurt. It's llnhlu, to bieak out at' nijy

time. Israel ueV a good fellow
enough. I hain't anything ngnlnst
hlui-b- tit It nli.'t mfe."

Dorothy was client. W'Uy was It,
she akid her.-el-f, that men were so pe- -,

vpru in judging one another? Why
did they nlays look at the'blAtkuit'
and lea-- t prtimUlng-sid- of every iblng?

had promiM-i- l lit r, slio be.ieved
him, and that was enough. '

And while she tiipoed lightly back
and forth nbo.it'her household tlnile.i,
her niinil was full of the undcllned f

Shu could eee ht rhaduivy
and uuUellmil as In a nilrinr, moving
nbiiut a little light hoinivheru flowers
UIkiiikI In tie cent mi uts, nml buds
tang, htitl the eio.-- liektd: "llo Is com-

ing ' He Is entiling I"
"One of these ttnys !"' said Doiothy

to hfirfir, n the j til nwny tl u fnucer
of reaches and Die little pltiher of
thick enaiii on n.wl.ltely Bcoured pau
tiy -- liclf "one of thei'ilays.'! .

She a- - thinking of the future. 'And
old Jonathan, unoklng. lib pipe, vyns

living in thu in't.
, ,

"You've Mirm thing tn do with the
railway, stranger, havt n't y(iiu ?"

"I leckon I have, ',' said I.rnel IU
mnyne, Indiffureutly. "I'm u switch-
man."

"It don't tnkerotich of .your.tltno, I
gues.i."

"It'll grt to ho looked nflcr Ju't tho
snme, though," tnld the tall Wetfrner,
as he'lifitd tho Int inoiirter log- from
the cart, he was unloading to the tluifty
pile jit the ninth end of thu house.

"What tlmo dots the way trulti came
by?" ' i'

"At nine o'clojkfl"
"Do you suppoe I could go to le

and reu 'thu lumber rd'ealeni
tliefe, and get backo the'statlon agaln'
by that lime?"

Isiael looked reflectively at tho olher
boreofftherlrrr. I"

1 .v V . I. SI

"Well, you might," said he, "hut It '

would be a pretty tight squeeze."
"I'm a good walker," Mild the stran-

ger; and ns ho spoke he drew n ll.tt
llask fi out hN pocket, une nkeil it with
his tecili,,nud drunk a coplnunlrnuglit.

4

wa'thi'd him with
eager, g.lteulng' eyes Hke tho-- o of

soiue faiuiied wild auiiuat that scents
liloml.

"Have n drink, friend ?" said tho
stranger, piofferitig thu ll.k. Ir.iel
Eimaym- - .ihonk hU head with set teeth
and llvldly pa'e check.

"I never ill ink." sit'd ho hoarsely.
''Yoe would, I gile-n- , if jou could

get such hlulT at this." sail the in in;
"wift a oil mill strong as tiro My
liillier'l'iiiiorleil It. There Is not ni icll
like It In the I'ouiitry. Taste, If you
diili't believe me."

liiael stoml fur n moment hesitating.
Then ho cat an - eager glance to the
light and to Ihe left, as If hilt fearlul
lliat some out! should see hlni, and

tlio bottle thank I

Tlio feveted blood niium'.eil t) his
check; a stiange' s'paikle c.tme Into his
ey t'3.

Mlave ypu got in'orcj like that?'' In"

whispered, hoaiS'ly, approitchlng lit-- .

biiri.lng llp so clovly lo llie tuau's ear
that he Involuntarily started. "More?"

"I've got anolhet lltik, hut"
"Will you leave It behind? I'll pay

you a good price for it I"
"What for?" . w

Israel' eyes fell guiltily. 'T- n- In

cae ofiv.iekuess, you know. We can't,
buy such liquor heic and ll'a a liuiely
Sll.t."

"You'rtt light enougli, "there," said

Ihe lunii, laughing, as he drew out an-

other lh'--k, the mate to the first.

"neri'.'tnktfit1. friend, put up
your pur.se. You're welc'.'iiio to it ns a

gilt."
And he wa gone, plunging through

the high grns an.l bushes, nil fiiuged
wl h sc.nil.'t cnitlinal (lowers and nod

ding marigolds, be lure Israel c uhl stay
him.

Israel E'tnayne crept back to hl
lioiiM', or rather tho itnlo log c.ibli.
th.itai was n suit of that one day
it real home sliuuld lUu on Us fouuda-thin-

holding tho Hat bottle close lo
him, uiid glancing; nronud with 1 ut live,
wandering eyes.

"I needed It," ho snld to himself;
"yes, I needed it. I didn't know how
much ii'.n'ttli titstcil.lt. Just onu muro
taste. It slips over pne'j p.thtto like
ghts, go smooth, so rich, su full of
btiength. One'inoro taste, and then"

When the eloek struck iilne thu wills-Hoo- f

the, way tjal'ii bounded ,fa'!('t ipid
far off, and isiael Esinaj lie rose tiucer-- t

a ) y tji Ids leet,. Thu subtle' burning;
i lime of the liquid ll.imu had euteled
Into his biain; the walls seemed to I eel
about 111 in, tliti Mars to swim in the
great bluo firm.tmtiit .oviihead. Noth
ing was rtttl alj was lailit nutl far oil
and visionary. Hut the chains til I ahlt
are hard to shako off; and Uiael had

goi;o out nt ulno o'efock cvtry night
lur' n year. Groping his way, nliil
.Walking with slow, uiileady steps, ho
went, still ciarpjng, tho partially emp-

tied (tlusk to Ids breast' in tho inner
(lot lu t of his coat. '

Ho could hear the gush of tho river
be'lniv; hu rOi.ld see tho mils of the
trsuk glistening l tho fitlut, otailllit;
and mechanically fvi'U under a clus-

ter of sj iiu busl.es. for tho switch Key,
ho. knelt i own hud' s'.upldiy fumbled
tliere an Instant. ' '

"Tho ay train,"' ho uiutteted to
himself. "It's nil right. "An I then
tho freight irnln half past' pine a
nuailer to.ten: itud --"

lie stuopel ilowp by )o rlycr shoru

nnd wet liis buinliig forehtad with tho
coul drops ho could scoop up In the hol-

low of his; hand; Jlo.sat dowj ouu
(alien tree, and let full on Mils

palpis.
''Am I drunk?," he muttered, half

aloud, "O Uod i havii I coiuo tJ this
In spite of every thing?"

And tho memory of Dorothy Beers
nnd his sacied promise to her rum up
ill his mind, as one sometimes lemeui- -

ber promises tmulo to thu dc.id, in nil'
ilmwlhl, wide, nelii g, ioeklng world
Of Ids bialn there was hutotio certain
ty, llo had lost Duroljiy, his solUstefi--
plug, bveet-eye- d redeeming angul llio
one .In all the world who lovol and
trusted hi m Implicitly.

"1 don't deaervo her," ho thought,
scarce able io shape definite thought In
ulilcliaotlcVilnJ; 'Ut-rli- fl Iia4 only
fallen ,dpwn," dead eWuro befoxo I
touched thattccurcd stuff t .film would
hare brltevfd In trio thf'n."

TIih fresh, conl night air nn Iiu brow
was sobering him a little; tho touch of
Ihe cold river writer c.ired tho mUts

of his eliiiid.il train In sunn degree.
He him' up, htendylng hhusell by ttiu
sleudi'i' slein of n young white birch
tieo hat grew cloou bj.ildo him, and
lookeil atoiiml.

ll.nk.t A clear uhlstle, half n nillo
away, cleaving the sllenea like tho call
of some sweet-throat- bird.

It wis ihe expti as, whoso plrtmo of
lurid smoke spatim-- hslf it continent
the long, sei ent. like tritln, glittering
with lights,. and c.iiryiug a great eye of
lire in rout, wii'eli nightly llnuileral
oy r the lino of rails, and shut like a
nii'ii or out of sight Into the hu-.- iiuV

slleneeiil tho w'.m.ls weitwaiil IniuikI,

The way tinln pnssed nt nine, niatUnif
a In stopp.ige at the llurstly staiinn
b. yuid.a iiieie woolen .lied with a
pliilfoim on eithersi'le. II t'f an hour
altervnril n slow .mil heavy Iretght
train followed it, muiiing olf on it Hide'

Iraek Inward the i Iv.--r slu va until tho
expii'ss should have sulely paired.
And It xifti the special business of Ii-la-

Eiinnyne In set the swit-- h for the
trolght, nml siibsi quently replace it lor
the Inn rj lug express.

II td e done this?
With nn awful doubt poKoiitug his

heart, hu pressed Ids li.tudi to his tem
pos and tiled to think, Iiu hid been
t Here -- he could recall Just, lei v tlm
dewy tails looked, wet an.l glistening
in too starlight, lie j ad the switch-k.- y

hi his li.tnd thtt'lio could also
llut ws that before or "arteir-tli-e

freight had switched off? He coii'it
not reinemlier wiiether Hie freight leul',1

or not. Ho did u it kn.iw.t
whetlur he had lo;kol tin switches-Iw- l;

or once, or, go U Heavens I nut.
at all The pail was a swij lug vaeutiuiy.
the tuturc strange and dream-like- ; K.'
closed Ids eyes hu pressed his te:npbiB'
as if itlher hand had been a viutvuC
iron, In the wild, agunizing elljr'.,li
teeall tl ela-- t half hour.

"O God I" he nuunc.l aloml,
threw himself on his fane in thsiwuU
gr.tis, ".nn 1'golng mad""

Somo hhig li.nl shuck itgitluit.vhlsv
breast bone as he Hung h(msel8 duwi-- f

it wn the fatal ll.uk. Iiu tore it.. out,,
hall loll of dark led pniVon, imtHadied
it passionately lit the hushes. IU was'.
Ihut-Tll- AT lll.lt had douu nil

"Oh, Heavenly 'Father P" he crlotti
nloud, In ills gleataugulilii ',ifiltipUv..OH
'i'liee tn avelt Itoui me thligii-jtt- .

of u.uider ili.ue a timu-n- n I fvh audi
nautili but one of'Tliy iidtw'ulos ran'.,
nveit it limv 1 swear heloietliy piivu-- i
mentnt stars to tuoch that ilevSI'slirutlt ,
no moi e. O God,. hear ,uie t

save nie I"
Thu o'aitli lieneath, Ids Baowllng

brea.l (hulled and qulveie.l ii-- thai 'ex-'
ptes.i lialn Hew" ovei' the ri'llsr iu!i Is-l.- iel

held his lireatOi luoiueii-t.tlil- y

e.Nnetlng tlni awliil wlu which
should, r.lam I. Is tuul wltln Uioiteruul',
bland of Cain.

Iltislit Ail 'owl hooting: afiw' off l,i'
the wiitul-- , tlie c.y 'ut soma- sad.vole.ed
lliglt Wld ovrllsr.id, tuid t leu.nuollier
wliistle, clear mid cheery. Tlwexpicss
had p.iosrd thnuigli ilur.-llv-y pas-e- d

llnougli sale uiid bound, AutPlsraet
Esiiiayuu slajtserul to ,llisitt, gaed,
around him m tustunt, cluteliednaguo-l- y

at the air, ami then fell uncouaeu)US
"Unci", he Is coining iV Oh, uuclo

I knew 1 kuuw that he waVnot'du.td.'t
And tho sod eyes of IXmitliy.. ots

weio the Him thing that lsr.u;! iiiiay.iio.
s.t wiii Ids soul iMuie out ot thw ws)rliU
of slntilo.vs' and Ohilioil, vllW oil
Jouatliaii leaning on hit ea'.ie Jttst ho- -'
y uiul.

" I'ell me, Dotty," hu gasped, "how-wa-

.1? Tin
Tt was my glildid It," said tint old

mail. "She c.iic.u' by, ahd slie heard
the Height a wlilslllu', mid Site' Seus llio
Bttltepe wasn't rlglit, nor nusinali
nor tiolhlu'. Simelliing happened,'

,rajr! oliu. And Uiero l.tylie key in tho
mi .die of tiiu tractf, and slut unlis;ks
U.e swllehei ynu sliuned lier ilov to
ulo It jouiaelf, Eiumvho. oao suiuiuer
ivl L')t tioo-- and slit) lianas up her wlifto
lalitern, And there uu staiuls, with
her heart tit lo choke lur, till
tie.freght gits oir. And' lio u.sils to
oiieot the biakesuieil. Set'tliese tight
lor tho express,'' says she 'quhJk', or
there may b"a a thousand live lost.
Wheru'a tho switch tender?' says lie.

'Oml only knovvs,' says my DiiUy.
And sii sho come.s pack niter mo. '.U;i
tie,' sain sjie. all white an.( Ireinblj;)'
like, 'ciiine wIIIi iiih. 'What f.,r." .iiiy
I' 'Tn litik for Israel, ' say she. 'I
don't slesqi Una, night,' says my Dutty,
'till we've touiid.blui.' "

"Goi bless her I" cried out EAmayim
In n cholctd voice. "God hvjUiauked
for all lils'inercles.''
, "Was It a lit?" raid tho old man,
curiously. "How did Ite.mio on?"

Hot Esiuayne Vpoko rio word
on tlm subject,' olther then orUver. lie;
tuairletl Duriithy Uetis In the spring,-an- d

hohtu sa.'iedly kept Ids vow. It
'! I."'! i??0 . And ,Dotty, U:ouflU

tbr D'dvcr-kty- It. hafl. ttilfpe!


