moocks and bagwigs of the hal-

for the last Lime In my life 1 was
® breath of an English twillght,—
80 those whose childhood and youth
on the rhyme and tale the greon
Bas sent to her world-wide brood,
come, In riper Iifs, to find the
early years warm and liviog on
in hedge and fleld, in cowslip
in nightingale and lark. The
impressions such musing brings
jguo and dreamy, o that thers seemed a
“of unreality in the guiet volce that
me " Good evening," and added, * Yes,
‘an engaging old house, and it has a
fy that you may be glad to bear.”
I8 was not trom perversit
) sabject, but no tale of real life could bave
ed inte to the fancies with which the
mane bad olad itsell in the slowly wan-
&T‘. Wayslde impressions lose Lbeir
too much coosidersd, and, ss my
companion was walking toward Lich-
—e

-

rouy

to turn away and join him,
£ day’s ttamp with the slow
ﬂu his agoe compelled. There
lenst shade of the uncanny in his
and his » h was timorous and
His th bare and seedy look be-
od & native unthrift, but there was an
purrent of relinement in his mien and
n his mannor, and a trusting outlook Irom
Iarge blue eyes that made him the titest
for a sumimer evening's walk
country fitled with the mingled flavor
and romance,
‘Was a man of the intensest local train.
g To him *“the County of the City of
phifield” was of more consequence than all
dak besides, and far more than all
jland and all that vagne entity called the
. World. Even the county of the City of
Lionfie d was large for his concentrated at-
sobinent ; be knew it as one must know a
1 town in which he bas passed the whole
ong life; but bis heart la
i close, and the cath
within his heart, —des
i its history and its teaditions,
ance and ils reality, so Interinced that he
d long since censed to ask what was real
what nnreal, All was unreal
of more than worldly con-
4 estimation, and all real as a
it of the tralning of his whole life,
0 him Lichfield cathedral was no moere
e of sculptured stone, bullt round with the
s of recorded history ; It was the fairy
- diwork of times and scenes long
“walla ralced t:ilh(o band of pions enthusiasm,
ihattered and comented by the strifp god
of the civil war, ballhwad by the re-
ming glory of the Nestoration, blessed Ly
fuvor of roval presence, and now made
lmirable in bhis daily sight by the dignity
grace of thoss holy men its dean and
it was the cathedral | had come o ses,
and as I had come for no architeot’s measure-
for no student’s lore, only to bathe in
: aharmed atmosphere of its storied past, |
fallen upon a gulde alter my own hear
It wis 08 pleasant as it was easy 10 lene
;ﬁdmmwml he so honestly believed

and
".. In early life he bad had gentler training,
but he bad long been a poor brother of the
tal of 8t, John the Haptist in Liehtield,
had, fur mauy yewes, bield, Ly seniority,
the right of presenting s ross, on St John's
pativity day, to the helrs of Willlam Juvenis
wdsmam). wio, by grants made in con-
eration of this ceremony, had secured
perennial prayers for the souls of his an-
cestors and a fragrunt memory for his own,
~ Hedged about by the traditionary customs
and quaint observanoes of an ancient charit.
able foundation, deadened ina way, if you

-

3 m_v Jie aristocratie pauperism of his
b ton, my !nnlle companion had grown
10 his present dreamy estate,

~ As we reached Stow Pool
\ church of St Chad, he pointed ont

spring of pure water where, twelve
bundred years ago, this future Bishop of
Lichfield—who during his hermit life sup
ported himsell on the milk of & dose—was
Wont 10 pray naked inthe waler, standing
upon the stone still seen at the bottow of the
well, and where St Ovin heard the angels

a8 his good soul passed away.

with the trusting look of a litle
child, the Poor brother went on to tell of the
. virtues and good deeds of this holy life ;—

~ how even the king of the Mercians, struck
2= with remomse for the crimes he had com-

L rd, visited the saint in person, yielded

his eloquent persnasion, became s*convert
1o the true fuith, and banished all idolatry
from his realm ; how he became the head of
- the church of Lichtield and laid its strong

ons of plety and falth ; and how his
wvirtues so outlived him that his very tomb
awallowed the iil-bumors of diseased minds
Tesorting o Its serene presonce, that the dust
his grave healed all ills of man snd
and that the shrine built in his honor
his canonization was wo sought by nom.
dévolees that Lichtield itsell began

thereupon to increaso and flourish,
To our left, as he ceased, the evening's lin.
‘!.‘low gilded the silent

unrippled reflection
of the cathedral, hardly more nnsub-
: tial than the falry silhouette that stood
elean-cut aguinst the sky, and dividing with
the reality the rapt admiration of the
W ‘Qﬁ..i"'b‘“"&'“'

() ¥ the water's edge, and he
turnod toward " the phusitom -plr:a reverssd
R ton it his ik wandoring bick o the

s % of the church's troubles,—when the

|r B ral close was o forteess, with stron
‘walls and well-tilled mont ; when the besutl.
ful west gate, which only our own age was
vile enough to destroy, Kept stout ward
rlmune outer world, and protected the
vared onmmu:li:y who formed within the
‘Walls n county independent ol Lichfield and
of BlalTordshire. \\’Ilwul:ln the sacred pale no
law had force save that of the Eoclesiastionl
Court, and then, a2 now, none could there be
taken for debt or crime save on the warrant
of the dean and chapter,

He knew by beart the lnn¥ list of bishops,
and would gladly have held meto hear of
the good deeds of Langton and Huckett, He

was fairly launchied in his favorite enthu-
Slasm, and told warmly the more striking
features of the church's history, but bhe told
_thn'muuyluuahuul.l reach the storied
less than u tull apprebension of its

il.lnu:ll interest, "

- rom his nervous Hps 1 learned bow Kin
 Richard 11. kept Christmas revels hers wm':
.,%M!hﬂ lavished two hundred tuns
~ of wine, and romsied two hundred oxen,
_Whose Lopes are sill found in Oxeabury
- field hard by ; how Ellzabeth passed thirés

3 . mln the close; and bow the solidity
the consummsate gracs and

s “:nd m&mm :m{;‘:.m ot its
o memiptare, e s 'y uty and

R Boon dmanluawlndnnnruzuy
it us the crowning glory of

un'l.l'lrhwo ;:luk days ol

R 0 il8 bore trials
~ Wwer m:m.mtmuor the fanatl-

¢ hm Laord Brooke, #with his horde

: oyt 0{‘}“!-4&“ made by strange

g o 'm})"ﬂiﬂﬂhe slinoting of

u“'ullh nhllug-

.
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