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TELL ME ASTORY.

BY WILLIAN 8. HART.

.. The lnanps have not yet been lighted,
Bat over the quiet town,
As the first Tight snow of winler,
The duak 1s falling down.

The lamps have not yot beon lighted,
And we sis alone In the gleom,
Alone In the slience togeiher,
lu the old fsmlfar room,

1 sit on tho lowly footstool
That you used to plnce for me;
Your hand on my head rests kindly;
And my head rests on your knee.

Tell me somo simple story,
.. Bome old and familiar talo,
That my heart for a time grow lighter,
And my cheeks may bo less palet

Not auch as tho ancient harpers
Bung in thelr stormy rhyme,

Grant deéds of biood and of balilo,
That ring through the mists of time’

Kot of tho mighty beroes,
Whio stalk, all gsunt and griva,
Tn the halls of the Middle Ages,
Shouting a battle-hymn.

I heard the elag of thelrnrmor,
And saw jis shadowy gleams,

Whan | roanred In the star-1it midoight,
Far down In the Land of Dresms!

it to-night Tam worn, and rhy oya-lids
Aro threbbing with unshed toars,

8o 1 long for the tales you told me
In the twillght of other years:

Fome pleasant and simple story,

Of the many you told to me,
‘When we used (o slt in the Twilight,
© With my houd upon your knee;

Of tho falries ihat dancod by moon-light,
Or the forester, bold Romx Heon;

Or how the tittle birds buried
The dead babes ln the wood:

Or the history, grand and ancient,
From tho seriptaral page unfold
OF the Wandering Rod-Sen pilgrims,

Who slept in thele tents &f old,

'Or of Rorwm, who gleaned with the gleanors,
L In the distant harvest-land,
THlher love and faith went downward

On thenges, hand in hand.

And the sadness shall lonve my spirit,
The sudoess that reason scorna,

An the mists fiont up from the hill-sides,
In the still September morn:

And the yoears roll ynftly back ward,
And my heart from thoir wolght bo frroy
While wo sl in tho gloom logothor,
And my bend rests on your kneo.
S

THE OLD CHURCH BELY.

For fall Ave handrod years 1've swung
In my old groy turrel high,
And many a different theme 1'vo sng,
An tho time went -tonling byl
1'vo penlod the chunt of & wedding morn,
Ere night 1 have sndly toll*ed,
¥o sny that the brido was soming, love-loru,
To sleap In the church yard mould!
Ding, dong, my ceaseloss song,
Marry and awd, but hevaer long.

Par full five hundeod yonrs I've swung
In my anclont turret high,
And wany s differont theme 1've sung,
An the tima wont stoaling by,
T've swoll'd the joy of a conntry's pr!de,
For a victory, fur off won;
Thon changed to griof for thy brave that dled,
Ere my mirthhad well begun!
Dingy dong, my teasoluss pongy
Merry and sad, but never long.

¥ér full ive hundred years I've swuhp
In my erumbling turrot high;
"Tis time my own desth-song wore sung;
And with trath, before 1 dle!
1 never‘eould lnve the thome they fave
My tyrannizod tengue to toll )
One momaent for eradle, (he nexi for the grave—
They've worn out the old chureh bell.
Diug, dong, my ehnngeful song,
Farewell now, and farewoll long,
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THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD.

thy propheey came not in old timo by tha wil}
bf man, but boly men of God spake as they wors mov=
ed by the Holy Ghost—2 Peter 1: 21,

The text has reference to the Scriptures,
the written prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment, and by cothparison with other texts, it
may be taken as embracing all the Berip
tures, the Old Testament and the New.—
#ihe declarstion is, that these prophecies
came not by will of man—that they were
not devised by man; and that they were not
given to man in accordance with his own
will and wish. They had no choice in the
matter as to when they should speak, or
what they should say. They spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, and inas-
much as the assertion is here made not of
bral prophecy; but of Bcripture, written
prophecy, the affirmation is, that they wrote
for the instruction of the church in after
ages, that and that only, which they were
moved to write by the 8pirit. Their judg-
ment and will had nothing to do with it.—
T'he words are, $herefore, the words of God
The affirmation may be exterded to the
Beriptares f the New Testament; for the
tommission of the Apostles and the promise
of Christ gives to them the same authority,
and they every where claim it for themselves
and for each other.

The Bible, then, is the word of God. This
{s the truth I wish to establish for the con-
viction of the unbeheving, and for the con-
firmation of the faith of those who receive
the Bible ss coming from God, and the
‘quickening of those who neglect it.

1 claim, then, that this book in of God,
that all the parts of it are inspired. This
question is entirely distinct from the ques-
tion of the present integrity of the Holy
Scriptures, though it might be shown that
they have h«kquo entire and uncorrupt,
that mo doctrine 'is at all affécted by wny,
o all the vavistions. ‘The attempt has been
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made to discredit the Beriptures, upon the
ground that we can have no assurance that
we have the word of God, even if we admit
that he has spoken to men, for the word may
have been corrupted by careless or design-
ing men. This objection has led to the col-
lection of ‘copige 'of the sacred books frofh
!l nations of the earth, where they ure to
be found, and the careful comparison of
them. This haa occupied years of dilligent
labor, and the result has been such that infi-
dels themselves have given up the objection.

2. The question of the inspiration of the
Beriptures is alée distinct from the question
of the accuracy of translations, our own or
others. But, it may be remarked that since
we have a fixed standard and a multitude of
men of diverse denominations, who have
learning and leisure to compare the transla-
tions with the origfaal, and our age has op-
portonity to correct another; we have the
best possible assurance for the fidelity of
These translutions,

8. The gquenstion of the inspiration of the
Bcriptures is distinct from that which relates
to the mode of inspiration, sand the effect of
inspiration upon the individuals who were
the subjects of it. There are, beyond doubt,
‘many ways in which God could communi-
cate His will to men. We find from the
Heriptures that He did communicate the truth
in divers ways, but that with which we are
st present concerned is the fact that He did
commynicafé truth to thert. We may also
suppose that they, to whom God communi-
cate the truth, would be differently sffected
by it in their feelings and conduct. That
tometimes they would not, without further
light, fully understand the truth which God
revealed through them. This we learn was
true. That they searched diligently and it
was revealed to them, that not for them-

things.
their meaning. Ithink, also, there are some
things yet to be learned from the Seriptures.
But this is not our question—but are the
Scriptures of God! I answer yes; the Ho-
ly Ghost moved them to write just what
they wrote, and to write it as they did; to
say neither more nor less, nor otherwise
than they did.
are of God, alike from Him. There is an
objection which [ shall notice before I pro-
ceed to the proof.

The different etyle and manner of the sn.
cred writers, is supposed to show that they
were not all equally under the inspiration ol
the Spirit. Now it is not more wonderful
that God shonld make use of indivilual pe-
culiarities in revealing Himeell to men,
than that he should make men different in
cduntenance; in form and stature, and in the
tones of their voice; and if the one proves
that God did not revesl himself by them,
the other will prove equally well that He did
not make them. Every man hath his pecu-
lhr gift of God—one after this manner,
another after that.

But from whence are we to learn in what
character Wwe are to receive our Bibles!—
From the Bible itself. Frodh the Scriptures
we learn that we are not to receive the state-
ments solely on the credit of the men who
wrote it, but on the testimony of God ; tha
ft is not a record of n revelation merely,
but a revelation. Paul #ays to Timothy,
3, 16: All Seripture is given by inspiration
of God. He breathed into them the word
which they wrote, They wrote notliing
more, so that the whole is IHis word. This
relates to the books of the Old Testament,
all of which were received by the Jews as
Holy Scriptures. They were all of them
given by inspiration of God. History,
Prophecies, Sacred Songs, Proverbs. The
same Apostle says to the Hebrews, God,
who at sundry times and in divers places
spuke in times past unto the Fathers by the
Prophets. If now we turn to the Old Tes-
tament itaelf, we shall find this truth there
confirmed. When God called Moses, the
first of the Prophets, Exodus, 4, 11-12.—
“And the Lord said utito him, Who hath
made man’s mouth?! or who maketh the
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind?
have not I, the Lord! “Now therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach
thee what thou shalt say,” there is the
promise to this first of Prophets, whose
writings remain to us. In the subsequent
history, it is aaid that the Lord spake to
Moses face to face. Inrespectto the law
thet he wrote all tHe wdrds of the Lord—
In respect to their journeyings, Moses wrote
these goings out according to the journeys,
by the commandment of the Lord. 1 Sam-
uel, 8, 21: The Lord revealed himself to
Samuel in Shiloh. 1 Kings, 21, 18: And
the word of the Lord came to Elijub, the
Tishbite: Part of the preface of Tsaiah is,
Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earch,
for the Lord hath spoken. The preface or
title of the book of Jeremiah is, The words
of Jeremiah, to whom the word of the Lord
came, 11, 1; The word that came to
Jeremiah from the Lord. Ezexiel, 1, 3:—
The word of the Lord came expressly unto
Eszekiel, the Priest, and he repeats through
his book, The word of the Lord came unto
me, saying. Hoses 1, 1: The word of
the Lord that came unto Hosea. Joel, 1,
1: The word of the Lord that came unto
Joel. Therafore also now saith the Lord.
Thus saith the Lord, writes Amos, the Herd-
man of Tekoa. Thus saith the Lord God
concérning Edom, is the word of Obediah,
Thie burden of the word of the Lord. Hear
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selves, but for us, they did minister these|Scriptures.
It was left for an after age to learn | the gospel was preaclied to the people of

The truth and the langrage
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or Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.—
This included the historic books, Yoshua,
Judges, Bamuel, Kings, Chronicles and oth-
ers. They were all Prophets, and spake
and wrote not by the will of man, but as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

9. The New Testament also was giv-
en by inspiratien of God. He who in times
pust spake unto the fathers by the Proph-
ets, in these last days epake unto us by
His Bon. The beginning to speak of the
way of salvation was made by the Son, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard
Him. Godalso bearing witness, both with
signs and wonders, and divers miracles,
gins of the Holy Ghost, according te His
will. The Bavior promised to send them
the Bpirit, and that when He should
come, He would guide them into all truth,
for He thould take of the things of Christ
and show unto men. That He should bring
to their remembrance all things which He
had said unto them. Under the guidance
of this they wrote the life and teachings of
Christ. Uunder His inspiration they spoke.
1Cor.2, 12-13: Now we have received not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which
is of God. That we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not in the words which
mnen’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Ho-
Iy Ghost teacheth. The christinns of Thes-
salonica are called such us have received
the word of God, Now we know what was
the burden of the word which the Apostles
preached, and which the Christians every
where received, it was the testimony of Je-
sus and salvation by Iim. This testimony
then which the Apostles guve, was the
word of God.
Corinthians by commandment of the Lord,
und Peter ranks his writings with the other

Paul claims to write to the|

Ie says, The word which by

Asiu, was the word of God, which liveth
Lund abideth forever. Thus we learn in the
! Bible not the truth which man's wisdom and
will prompted him to write, but words of
God given to man by His inspirution in all
respocts as they are.

These are the cloima of the Huly Serip-
tures, T proeeed, then,

StcoxprLy, To show that these claims
are established by other and sufficient tes-
timony.

1. The christian religion which is found-
ed on the Bible is corroborated by history.
You can trace back its existence and its
rites in cotemporaneous history to the time
of Christ, and that of the Jewisk to the
time of Moses, and in the use of his books
to the beginning. This religion, then, is a
historic verity. It is not something that
has come up lately; it has existed amid the
revolutions of earth, nnd the downfall of the
proudest empires, and is the only thing on
earth that has been gaining power from the
beginning. How account for its originl—
Why, snys one, it was introduced by priest-
craft to enslave the human mind. Let us
seo how easy 1t would have been to invent
this book and palm it first upon the Jewish
feople. Wao find amoog them a festival
called the Passover, which has been eele-
brated by the Jewish people from the earli-
est years to this day. It is related that the
chosen seed were bondmen in Egypt; that
God called them to go ount, and Pharooh re-
fused to let them go; and God plagued the
Egyptians, and slew their first born, but spar-
ed them, ond that this festival was in com-
memoration of the event. Connected with
thia is the statement that God brought them
through the Red Sen, as upon {dry land, led
them through the wilderness, gave them the
law at Sinai, and talked with Moses face to
face. Now here is a history connected
with that festival which we in common with
Israel, take to be true. Upon the supposi-
tion that it is not true, it belongs to the ob-
Jjector to show when, and urider what eircuth-
stances the people of Israel were persuaded
ofits truth. Ofthe bondoge in Egypt we
have monuments which have been hid for
ages antong the ruins in that country, and
dug up in that country within the last fifty
years, Could Moses have persuaded that
generation that these things oeccurred %in
their histry, when every man among them
knew it was not true. The thing is abaurd.
But it may be aupposcd that Moses wrote the
account and committed it to the Priesthood,
which was in his own family, his brother be-
ing the first High Pricst, or that some of
the Priests wtote itand palmed it upon the
people in a subsequent age. He must con-
vince them that they and their fathers had
always observed this festival, when they had
done no such thing. Nor was there any
time when it could have been put upon the
people by any cralt of the Priesthood,

If we come now to the christian diapen-
sation, we find two similar festivitiea com-
memordtive of historical events, The
Lord's Supper, which commemorates the
death of Christ. The Christian Sabbath,
s distinct from the Jewish, which commem-
orates the resurrection of Christ. The men
who were chosen witnesses suffered the
loss of all and death itself, in witness of the
trath. How can you account for this con-
duct, except on the supposition of the histo-
ric truth of the events they relate. The
christian religion is a historie fact. To feel
the force of this evidence, let us call to mind
a eimilar festival among ourselves, the
Fourth of July. Every child knows that it
commemorates the Declaration of Indepen-

the word of tho Lord, are expressions found
scattered thickly through the Prophetic
books, The Spirit of the Lord spake by
me, and His'word was in my tongue, says
the Royal Prophet David. The general
designation of these books by Christ and

been | His Aposties; was Moses and the Prophots |

dence. Could any man, or any set of men,
at any period of our history, introduce such
a festival, and persuade them to celebrate it,
to commemorate afi event which never took
place? You feel the absurdity of such
supposition. It is pagy to see how such a

but it couid oot be Inmducod And you
may raise as plausible an argument to show
that the Fourth of July commemorates a
fabulous event, as to show that the Passover
or the Sacrament commemorate events that
never occurred. As to the other part of the
supposition, it implies either very groat ig-
norance in the objector, or very great fraund,
and the presumption of ignorance in those
who are expected to believe it. For so far
from having been un instrument to enslave
men, it is one of the clearest records of his-
tory that ireedom, personal, mental and civ-
{l, have in all ages been enjoyed in propor.
tion as the Bible has been freely circulated
and honestly reccived.  The freest nations
now are those who have freest enjoyment
of the Bible.

2, The next thing to which I would eall
your attention, is to the Bible as n power in
history, a potentisl influence, moulding and
making history what it has been. The re-
cords of history before the Christian Era are
so few and so imperfect, that we cannot
eaally diecern what influences are at work.
The historians of that age did not attempt to
write the history of a people or an age, but
some isolated events of history. Yet most|.
of the history which is left to us, clusters
around that little land of Palestine. Wae
know that it had much influence on the his-
toty of Egypt, of Assyria, Babylon and Per-
sin. DBut the Old Testament Church was
designed to be the conservator and nurse of
religion, not its promulgator. We must
come to the era of the Crucifixion of Christ,
to trace ite influence on history, We find
that the whole history of the world has been
ghaped by it. The history of kings and na-
tions, the greatest and the least, ure but
subordinste ncts of the great drama embrae-
ed in the history of the Church. Woe see,
indeed, the acts of a petty ambition here—
and there an ambition that overleaps all
bounds, but all clustering around a central
power, the christian religion, which modifies
their plang, controls and guides the enter-
prises of rulers. Now they seck to crosh it
out, but it is mightier than they are. Now
they seek its alliance, under pretence of de-
fending it; but in reality {6 gain support
from it; It has overthrown kings, divided,
united empires. The Bible hus been at
one time stowed away, lost, forgotten, and
pricsteraft has usurped its place; but again
it hus been brought to light and exhibited a
power which showed that the spirit of the
Almighty God was with it, and in it. And
at this day it is putting forth more power
than ever before. It i ot this day turning
the world upside down, and we can see that
it has power to overcome every opposing
force.

It has also moulded the opinions of men
and given form to society. When it was
first published, it was opposed by stupendu-
ous systems of idolatry, which had called
art and learning, and talent, to promote
their influence. It was opposed by the
wealth, the historic reccollections, the pride
and pomp and power of the whole earth,
and it was a time when the learning of
Greece and the power of Rome were at their
highest point, It made their idols totter
and fall. For ages it resisted all the pow-
er of the empire. Its all conquering le-
gions found here a power silentand without
weapons, yet too mighty for them. It over-
came and placed a Christian on the throne
of the Cmsars. It awakened the human
mind to thought and science, literatitre and
art have followed in its train. It has eleva-
ted woman from the rank of a slave, to be
the equul, and companion of mah. ft has
made life, pergon, and property more secure,
multiplied the comforts of life a thousand
fold in every christinn land, and has given
man all the freedom there is on earth. Ev-
ery human philosophy has sought the eleva-
tion of the few to the neglect of the many.
Over the door of tHe Grecian Academy it
was written “let no man unskilled in Geom-
etry come in hither.” Over the door of
Christ's house it is written ¢ whoever will
let him come and take of the waters of life
freely.” Every systein of government hot
founded on the principles of the word of
God hns elevated the few, at the expense of
the many. Greece and Rome, with all thei
bonsted freedom, had three or four slaves to
one free man. Egypt and Babylon, Syria
and Persia were irresponsible despotisms at
home, and derived their wealth from the
plundef of sutrounding nations. The Bible,
only, has made this and other christian na-
tions to differ from them. It has taught
men that they all have the same relation to
God, the common Father; that they all may
be reunited to Him or the same terms.—
Thus, it has shown men that they are all
brethren; taught them what they never sus-
pected before; and never were taught by any
other means; that they all have equal rights,
and given to the lowly courage to maintain
them, It has done more than all other cau-
ses combined to improve the condition of
the poor and raise them from the dust, for it
teaches that to be a man is a greater thing
than to be a king. Under its influence the
first and only systems of popnlar education
have been adopted. Thue, by the use of
man’s instrumentalities, it has gone forward
remodelling society, and exerting its power
10 elevate the race. We find it the only
power that has ever changed society for the
better. There is evidence in ancient histo-
ry, that the tendency of all things was down-
ward—to barbarism, to degradation and
bondage. The tondency of the Bible is to
civilize, to elevate and to save men. Itis
the plan of our Maker, who is its Author, for
these ends. Its power to modify society for
good shows its origin, for no such power has
ever been exerted by man,

festival might drop away and be for.omn.J

But some would-be reformer comes with

great mmuiom to philanthropy, and de-
mands that for the sake of humanity, this
Bible be thrown away, and the religion which
it proclaims discarded, when as & matter of
fact, he has stolen from it his every idea
of n better state of society, and every in-
fluence which has been exerted for the ben-
efit of man, has come from it

8. Allscience centers in the theology that
is taught in the Bible. Whatever direction
science may take she soon comes toa place
beyond which she can go no further and
comes to theology to msk what lies in that
unexplored region. And all along her course
questions are stated for which she has no
anawer, but & confession of ignorance, and
all these questions she lays at the feet of
theology for an explanation, thos confessing
YReir kindred and at the sarhe time the su-
superiority of the science of theology.

We dig ifito the strata of the earth and
find layer after layer containing the remains
of the dead world of the past. At length we
find a beginning, a place beyond which we
can trace them no further. Thencomes up
the question what was before that! And
what was the cause of this begining?! Science
is silent or gives the answer of the Bible,
God. We look abroad into the heavensand
behold the hosts of stars each retaining its

book, even those thatare often bound up

with it, and which were written by men of
the same race and country. Bo great is the
difference that any careful reader, who had
never seen this book before, would at once
detect it, and we are constrained to acknowl-
edge, that it is not after the manner of men.
We examine further, and we find that it
contains among other things a condensed
history of  most wonderful people, and not
their past history only, but their present and
foture—for they still exist, and every one
of them in their dispersion is a living wit-
ness of the truth of the Bible. I find pro-
phecies foretelling of other kingdoms and
states, which have been fulfilled or are
yet fulfilling and I know that he who
could foretell these events must know all
things from the end to the beginning. 1
find i it things hard to be understood, things
deep, even the deep thinga of God. But if
I did not find them, 1 should know it was
nata revelstion from the inflnite one. —A-
gein Y find in it statements that some in
their wisdom have censured and profiounc-
ed untrue, as the destruction of the Can-
nanites by lerael, acting under divine com-
mand. But we look out into the world's
history and find similar eventa ocedrring all
along. Events which we know did oceur

proper place in its order and yet each mov- | under the government of God: proving that

ing forward w'ilh amazing velocity, and asks
who marshalled their hosts; and what pow-

er guides them? and the Bible anaswers
God.

We ask again, for what purpose were all
these things crested? And we must come
to the same source for an answer. We feel
puin sickness and the absence of food.—
The physician traces the pain to its immedi-
ate cause and perhaps effects & cure. But
you ask Why are we so subject to pain and
disease, and why 1s mun more subject to
pain and diseasc than all other animalsl—
Physiology is silent. Itecan give no account
of the matter. Buot turn to the book of
Genesis—n book writen before modern sci-
ence had any existence, an there we find an
answer., Thus every science is bordering
upon the science of theology, of religion, and
related to it. The Bible does not indeed an-
swer all the questions which science pro-
pounds. DBut it does answer many, and the
renson it does not answer mote of them, may
be because we conld not understand that an-
swer for can weak man understand all the
works and ways of the infinite God? Men
sometimes find fault with religion for deal-
ing in dry and kuoty questions. It is be-
eause all science brings to it, ns the mistress
and instructor, alltheir difficulties to be
solved. Itis the science of sciences and
embraces in itself the fullness of them
all.

Unbelievers hnve searched heaven and
earth for evidentce to overthrow the claima
of the Bible to be a revelation from God.—
And the upstart smatterer hus caught at a
few things, which have seemed to conflict
with those claims, and with an impudent
boldness becoming ignorance, has demand-
ed that we give up our Bibles. But the com-
plete investigations of science have in every
case contributed to substantiate those claims.

A pretending book by an tnknown ag.
thor has been published and circulated to
some extent in this region, called Vestiges of
Creation. It professes to show how the
world was farmed upon the nebular hypoth-
esis, which wed started some years ago,
which some eminent astronomers at ene
time received as a hypothesis, but late as-
tronomers, with more powerful instrumentss
liave resolved these nebul® into stars and
showh that the whole hypothesis was liter-
ally moonshine, the nebule being the light
of clusters of stars which are unseen.

Again it lias undertaken to show that one
species of living creatutes lits been develop-
ed from an other; and that man is derived
from some of the lower animals by a law of
development. To sustain its hypothesis it
examines the remains of fossil animals pre-
served in the strata of the earth. It finds
that in general the lowest orders of life are
first and lierice the law of developatent.—
But there are links wanting, thete are de-
scending series ns well as ascending, and
the series has been broken once and again,
but conjecture may supply tlie place that is
vacant, and the unbeliever takes this book
so disjointed, or whose joints are formed of
ioose conjectures, and which is not sustaified
by one single well established fact, and de-
mands that for it, we give up our Bibles.—
We shall, do no such thing; for in these
strata of the earth, we see the ““foot prints of
the Creator,” which bear witness that the
God of nature is the author of the Bible,
which tells us that he created man in his
own image.

4. T open this book and ask is there any
thing there which shall either confirm or
destroy my confidence in its divine truth and
authority? 1 find that it is a series of tracta
sixty six in all written by almost as many dif-
ferent writers. Men of learning, and men
unlettered, stateamen, orators, poets, philos-
ophers, und plain looking men, shepherds,
agriculturists, fishermen, courtiers, warriors,
and kings, who were scattered along throogh
a period of somewhere 1560 years. I find
in theth all @ wonderful mgresment in re-
spect to the character of God and the truths
of religion, that the character of God is the
most nobile wnd exalted, and possessing eve-
ry attribute of excullence, which the heart
of man can conceive in infinite perfection,
They exhibit the same pure and holy re

I find moreover that in the manner of its
narrations, it is peculiarito itself. The wri-
ters differ greatly among themselves in style,
80 as to show their individuality, as clearly
as any other writers, Yetso as to make the

the God of the Bible is the God of history
and the God of nature. And however diffi-
cult it may be to account for such evils un-
der the government of & perfect being, we
find the same objections lie against the re-
cords of nature and history, which lie a-
guinst the Bible, and that none but a man
profoundly igoorant, could ever make them.
We find farther, that there are some little
petty mean things mentioned, but, who does
not know that human nature, and homan
life, cannot be repregented as it is, without
such particulars. In this fair world just as
it is, the carrion bird will find its meat, and
the viper will suck venom from the most
beautitul flower garden.

80 you may find in the Bible some things
which you may frame into objections to its
divine authority. But its revelations of God
and s futidre world, its precepts for the gui-
donee of life are worthy of that God who
made the heavens.

5 Again I inquire what has been the in-
fluence ofthe Bible upon the character of
individual men and women, and I find that
the noblest and most excellent have been
most deeply jjnbued with the principles of
this book. That they have believed it most
firmly; loved it and studied it and embrac-
ed that Savior, which [t reveals with the full-
est confidenze and rested in him in hope of
eternul life. Yea, I have seen the light of
heaven kindle in the eye that waa about to
be closed forever on the things of earth, be-
catise of that fiope. Then again I have
seen the character of men who hed lived
estranged, afar from God, wholy transform-
ed, and themselves brought migh to God
through the blood of Christ, and enabled to
hold the joyols communion with the father
of their spirite. 1Ifind that the name of
Christ has given strength to the weak, cour-
age to the fearful, comfort to the afflicted,
hope to the dying, and | must feel that he
was and is divine. Nay I trust I tan say
that I have felt and do know its power, and
that it is adapted toour wants. Therelore
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ;
for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth. And now you
come and ask me to give up this book, which
is the moving power of the world's history,
which is the center of all sciehce, which has
more in it of good than all éthsr books,
for the deductions of a shallow philosophy
based upon no one facl. You ask me to
give up its teachings of wisdom, and salva-
tion, which are so plain, that he may rin
who readeth and which holy men of old spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, for
an unintelligible jargon said to be rapped
out by spirits of the dead evoked from the
vasty deep by necromancers. You ask me
to give up this religion which we know
urites the goul with God, whose heavenly
teachings ltave come down to us through all
ages, and in all has given rest to the wea-
ry, comfort fothe modrner, hope to the de-
ponding, for the dreama of the somnam-
bolist. No, no, no. All the evidence you
bring to substantiate your vagaries and to
overthrow thie Bible, do not weigh so much
as a tythe,of the lightest feather that ever
grew beneath the liumming birds wing.—
I know whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded that he is able to keep that which I
have committed to him against that day,

I have time only to indicate some practi-
eal inferences upon the subject:

1. Christians ought to be familiar with
the evidences of the Divine origin of the
Bible. We aredirected to be ready, always,
to grive to every one that ssketh, a reason of
the hope that isin we. That includes the
reason for our faith in the Bible. Ifit is
not true then onr lope is vein. Bt the di-
vine power of the words as explained in our
own hearts may suffice ourselves, but it can-
not be so wall presented to others, we need
to know the proof derived {rom history, pto-
phecy, and miracles, and the monuments of
antiquity, and how to use it for the convie-
tion of the unbelieving, Christianity obght
not to stand on the defensive, it ought to
take an attitude of aggression and go on ¢on-
quering and to conquer. The weapons of
our warfare are mighty, through God; to

;| the pulling down of strong holds.

2. The Bible ought to be in the hands
of every man. It is an epistie from our)
heavenly Father to his children on the earth,
| to allof them. It contsins his counsels to
them, It is able to meke wise unto salval

book as & whole, to differ from anv other

tion. It is treason against ”m,*‘l

treachery against the children w© m
it. j
8 Iuon;hmhmd.-uhlp{

upon by all. It is profitable for do

for reproof, for correction, for

it in the mindg#with saasons of constrainl.
There are multitudes dlﬂm
pamphlets, more thun we can resd, snd the
danger isthat it will be pushed aside »
forgotten. But it s not wot well; no s8
stitate canbe found for it. Tt is beiter to
go to the fountain than to drink dma’!-
uted, if not polluted streams.

TO MY FELLER CITIZSENS.

oF LICKER DRINKIN',

1 sang about the Loons lawly ~
In straynes that tuok)

And now 1 tewn ny barp

To ullm'ohjull

The m ovil of llw dq

In drinkin® lcker;

And I rayae my warnlg® voyoee

To wll my fellor citizons, Y
To warn them of (helr danger.
There's hardly a young follur
About tils 1own butloves

To take asoshel horn, and ‘

Bumtimes, too, they got lpon a bust
And break things sll o stuashos.

Now dntn %0 Ia what

1 want to make "em quit,

For jost as shure as they

Keep on, they'll walst thely
Time and munny, and perhaps
Injur thelr heilk.

Thar's an ole feller

Reoals aboul the strects

Moat every day, that ensscs

Drefie, and its lickor

Mukes bim doit. Now ef i
You don’t intend to do nahe does,

You must quit goln' 10

The Grocerys and imbybing';

Or you may gut 1o be ke him,

With nnd Without & Purpose.

The secret of much of the discontent and
want of success in life, is the lack of & well-
defind purpose. To & man who haamo ob-
Jject for which to live and strive, life can have’
but little to commend it. To suffer ourselves’
to have no aim above the mere act of exis-
tence, is debasing man’s lofty neture below
the brute, to the base level of mere fhings,
It requires no examples drawn from the past
to illustrate this principle, though the pages
of the past be replete with instances of
heroism and dishonor—success and disgrace}
each condition growing to a great degree
oot of the possession or wantof firmness
of purpose. ‘The present to- day is Allet i
well with spiritless, simless, purposeless
drones, as with active, inspirited, earnest
souls. To the latter class, every day, hour,
moment is conscious life; and every exer
ciseid energy a developement and strength-
ening of the power of mind or will. The
former flont lazily upon the surface of time's
tide. Effortless and nimlesa, they are ceii-
sors of all God's providence#hand ingrates
of his mercy. Nor need we visit uncivilii-
ed races, nor quote the loathed mendicantof
of Enropa or the East, to prove the exis:
tence of such an useless class. Our own
land sbounds in such, They loungein eve
ty city and town, They are among
uaninlnnul. our relatives—we find them
inour homes. We do not believe it is nstur~
al for mankind to be lazy,~but must M
it a bud habit very eastly formied. Indiffer-
ences to future circumstance and exigens
cies may be a vory comfortable condition
mind, tlugh iteap the braift and hesrt
all their vital energies. All men who have
no apparent biisiness object or ditn, are not
Inzy, or deserving reproach. There be
those in community, honest, industriodi]
worthy men, who toil fuithfully acd hard,
and yet accomplish but little in the way of
bettering their own condition, or of adding
to the genersl stock of‘weslth, or eonvens
ience, or information of society. But
not snch, toil more for present grati

than for any foture good. Do they not ex=
pend their energies to provide “duily bread"
merely, for themeelvea and fdmilies, vather
to accondplish some cherished plan—some
honotable, carefully adapted, but well defind
ed purpose.

—~Bopoe-
Al Incemtive!

Bome years ago u farmer in Frederick
county, Maryland, owed a neighbor §50,
and as he could realize the sum he promitly
paid it over. The morning he ealled to pa pay
it hie friend appeared to be thankful. Ree
marking that he was also in debt to anoth-
er person who needed the money, and he
would take it to him. This remark Nd'u
a trafn of thought in the mind of the firet
person, who stid to himself—why Here'ls
8100 paid with $50. T will at onee Tollow
up this matter and see whers it will ndiat
He then followed up payments mg
this one note of §50, untill he
the large amount of $3,760! whes' it got ont
of his reach. o

Now here fs the morel: A’ owed B & Hil
which, if he pays promptly, will be- paid by
B to C, and s0 on threugh the wholk
bet, and it will bo surprising o

able to
persons

this, they
lr-. mm

Ilpﬂl- hlmﬂﬁh
oiet, we think it o
toour bulsiness mer whow
hﬂﬂhm

of even & small i "
m Mvw LX

¥
rightecusnoss. But it is an old book, the
oldest extint. Every one has seen 1t :
it; had many have

s
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