e e . e trn B -

VOLUME 25--NUMBER

12.

(L J 54 S O & S 8
|

in the Senate of Ohio, Februory 20,1857.

from Mahouing, (Mr. Taylor,) I suppose he in-

tended when they should be reached in their '. ficient confidence to award a svetion at
order to-day, (o give un bis views in opposition i'mo per year,

o them; but as he does nol seem disposed L2
avsil himsell of his privilege,

sons which compel me to give them my suppir';
eod T trust T shall not be deemed inirusive by |

Senators, if T shall trespass wpon thele time lpro\'idrd by Inw.
bid,
with bim was a mere private conirist,

Jonger than T have been nceustomed to do since
I bave had the honor of & seat on (s floor.
When I took my place smong you, I pul a
curb on my lips, and Senators will bear me wit.
mess that T have held a cight rein upon it ever
since, confiaing mysell at all times, Lo the brief-
est exprassion of views, upon matlers before
uw, consistent with & faithful discharge of my
duties here, 1 therefore throw mysell with
confidence on your forbearance on (his ocea-
sion,

It soemss to me proper, Mr. President. that
as the views of those of us who sustain these
resolutions have been misrepresented, probably
because they have be:n misunderstood, and
our motives impeached! as opposite views have
been industriously circulnted, while ours have
been loft to vindicate their own elaims to pub
lic confidence, 1 should wve:upy %o much time
in their discussion a8 may be necessary Lo siate
the reasons for the action which thuy contem-
plate,

These resolutions, Mr. President, propose to
withbold ll approoriatioas for keeping the Pub
lic Warks of the State in repnir, nmler the eon-
tracts made with the Board of Public Works,
Nov. 15, 1055, Bat they also propose opan-
ing the Conrts of the Siate Lo any contraetor
who mey consider himsell nzgrievel, in whieh
he may sue the slate and obain full compen-
gation in damages, if the contracis were lionest
Iy, fuirly and legally made. They further pro-
pose that it asmuch ns the contractors hnve
pﬂ)'idﬂl themselves with materiala to prose-
cute the work, the Board of Public Worka may
if the contenctors desire it, tnke tliose materinls

at heir appraised value, in order that they shall
susisin no loss by our terminating the eon”
tracts, and leaving their malerinls on  their

hnogda.

caso there were two lower bidd;ru. the Jowes:
being 87,400, by Henry Miller:

oF

HON. “IRAM GRIS\V"LD, i::::,b:; tl:: :2:111:5:1«:"'?.-:(!. in the lan-

: ame m u Aponsi ' eht, i i di I

On the aulject of the Canal Contracts, delwered | L\ oo 1 pove onee ::‘lrr:e:. tl):. BE:::::M; were reaponsible biddersand offered sureties l might, il (heir diseretion. select ““Ubose propo- | it, Thave beeo lod 1o this poiu!, and pow the
*"lhnl his bid was entirely responsible,” wnd

Ma. Passtoexr; —The resolutions mow be- his secarities also,
fore the Benate involve matters of much inter- 'remarkable eircumstance connected with Sec-
est aud importance, and demand cur onveful | ona 1, 2 and 4, that Cooper, Bhaddinger &
coasideration. When the Benate adjourned Co., bid lower for each of them than the per-

last byening, on the motion of ihe Senator 9008 to whom these contracts were awnrded by
the Board, & Srm in which the Board hnd wul- |this proposition was veted down by Steedmnn

I will beg the .I.l'ﬁl ense, wore Hamlin and Foster, of whom |
' of this body while I state the rew .hlvu just spaken, but Hamlin sold out for 81, |subsequantly sold his interest 10 Oooper, of the
000 sad Foster for 81 600. The eontract was | firm of Oooper, shaddinger & Co. Fuorrer o
| bnsed upon no bid maide by Mr. McCarty, as Hownrd testify that they each had one sixth,

This was let to Chamberlnin & Panl for 320
00U per year.
bide, the lowest hu_-ing by E. E. Shedd, at 818, 110 go to liamlin, aod [ bave endaavorod (o as-
000 per year, His securities, 100, weem 10 Certain from the testimony how, when aed for
have been ample and both with reference o whal consideration he obtained this valuable in
them aud to the bidder himsell, Dr,
might well say (n# the evidence shows he did | from $15,000 1o $20,000 per year.
wny. ) the “bid was considered entirely respons- | ke acts as attorney for the company, cletk nnd | eral responsibie bidders; all the bide of such

ible,"

sontract, that it was not made upon any bid, | gon for 2,000 & yeir.
Messrr. Chamberlain & Paul bid 827,800, but | dues Burt to pay (his enormous sum for these
did not bid $25.000.
gal question, in noy munner, but to gratify 8 money so Lwishiy.
sensonable curiosity, | mey sny that the law re- nu'ur-nl one, Lh‘-t- Hamlia stands in \lie place o
quired that the repairs ehiould not be Jet €X- giliers whose rel ionship to thowe me mbers of
cept “al a price less than the nvernge price ol (he Board who voled auainst diselosing the
keeping the same in tepair for the Iaet 80X gumes of parties intert'atu::l;i! a litle tu: inti-
years,'”
sne instance, and Chamberlain & Panl, in the, gaither Forrer, Howard nor Cooper ean tell,
sther, bid higher thin this “avernge price,"' = Humlin and Barl nre examined on thia  point.
But, inasmuch as, for reasons 1 csonot compra. [Tumlin dvelines 16 wnewer beeaase what infor
fyend, they must be weemmodated at w1l events: mation he lias on the subject he learaed as ai-
the work was given oul lo them on privale tarmey.

sontract,

vi and BErie canal,
M Young & Co. for §02.000. J, W. Dick-
oy & Co., bid 24,000, but they were honglht

wore wlso lower bids in the nsmes of uther per- him
sons, but they were mude and controlled by milk of humun charity,

These contracts wers made under the law of
Mareh 6, 1845, whigh autborized the Board,
when, in their opinion, it would be for the pub-

lic intezest, 10 let, by contract, the keeping of |

the Public Works in repair. The law contnins
this provision : *The Bosrd shall give due
notiee of the time and plave of lesting of wnil

repairs, with (he plans and specifications of
said repaira, and the manner of doing the same
and the Board shall let the same by sections.
1o the lowest responsible bilder, for any term
of years tot exceediog five, upon the eondition
hat the bidder or bidders shall make, excoule,
and deliver to said Board u bond with srcarity
to be approved by said Boar

er the nuthorily of the atatute, and of this pro- public miud.
yision, that these contracls are ¢laimed to have |

been made, the contracts all running for Ue
questions it ccive,
: | wnd thus afforded an opportunity for favoritism fer like questions unavol

full term of five ypars, snd the
yolved in these resolutions before us, are these
Are these contrna's hinding in law and in go
oonscience on the State? oF are they
cause tuinted with fraud, or beenw g no
io aecordance with law, or for both reasons co

bised? And if found to be void, the furthe,
question arises, what is the duty of the Statein ©
{he premises T These questions I proceed to

sonsider:,

The Board divided the Public Works inl®

gight sections.

Beotion | jncludes the Ohio canal from Cleve-
1and to the Walbonding Aqueduot and embraces repairs on this
that Aqueduct and the Walhonding Canal.—
let to A, Medbery & Co,, lor 827,- | Forrer, Burt & Co., for 118,000, being a dif-
_ There were six lower bidders.
The lowes!, was for 21,000, by Myron H. Mills | ing to 37,000 per yesr,
The evidence before us satisfies me, in the lan-'years, Now, sir, I propose lo look into this
Board, (s namesake of gontract, nnd the circumstances connected with
mige, | am sqrey to say, | “that his secaridies ji; so far as we Iiave been uble to get at them,
weys ample, and his veputalign as & business ja order that [ may " determine whether the

"Phis w

guage of one of the

may all-sufficient,”
" Beoiion § embrrosg the Oblo Qanal
from section § o the fogt of the lower lock

Tockville, including the Dresden side cut.— | ge have & power within (he Biate. greater than
for $92,980 the State,nnd which ean putat defiance Courts,
lower the Legisiature sod the people themnclves.—
tidders; thelowest being $20,000, by the same I wg have such 8 power, I Loo will prostrate d

Tn this cootract, besides' myself hofore itand do it homage, (o be frandulent as a coniricl oin well, be, nn-

This was let to Doyle & Miller,
per year, Tn this case (here wore fous

Mgyron H. Mills.

:qu & Miller, E. 8, Hamlin, who ncted

tract it is not proposed lo disturb.

Beotinn 4, the Hocking Canal, was let to,

Deonis M:Oarty, lor $9,650 per your® In

1.n| (e machinery in the contemplated scheme | iy when he wad fiest emple

4, &o. Tiis un- its enormity, standing out alene, shock the | sons, ton, must

od ,on a magoiticent scale,
void be- |oeive thal this opportnuity did not pass unim-
¢ made |proved. There were four lower bids.
m. only speak of one.

south

Altorney for the Board, and Bamuel G, Fostér ' fechle as [ am, to throw mysell belween it an
_“d Lewis W. Sifford engineers in the employ e people, and if possibile saye therm from fur- tpli . ;i
of the Stae, were interested. but subsequently (her plunder, ' - contrasis fur Setions 1 and 2 are likewise void
sold nut to Doyle & Miller, for $4.000 each.

Section 3, the residue of chie Ohio Cunal was transaction? 1 have »
let to Cooper,Shaddinger & Co.. for B39 700 The diffcrence between the coniragt price and
per year, that being the lowest bid. This con-' (e bid of Cooper, Shaddinger & Co,, is s

— ——

he i'hlnceirjr-.-
gore violent, if not entirely conelusive, when | were not bound to award the coniracie lo the | tions
we remember that Cooper, Shaddiager & Co., | “lowest responsible bisder,” but (hat they | Trat

——

The evidere

1

worth §1_000,000, sitions which combined all the elements of re- g res

But there are others,
And there is this Twrther|to the investigniion of the case lo aseertain who
are the parties into whose lap the money of
the people is poared with such profasion. | {
would seem proper that the bids shoull show
«Lo are 1o he intecested in the contracts, bul

It becomea imporiant ,npl-nhilny. experience, capacity aad finess for |
tie travt, and undoahted pecaniary shility.” | P
It is not contended that ithese words are found | the
in the seation, but it is ssid their  spiritis there
!.I.-.- pervading esseace, erutroliing snd modify-
ing what wonld otherwise hiave exactly aa op-
posing meaning.
In my judgement (he provision means this - | som
Che repairs shall be It 1o “the Jowest bidder kno
such o this

who
B

'| 1aal

and Griswold, nzsinst the vote of Blickensder-
for. Then inquiry must be made of ihe known
purties. They were Bamuel Forrer, Jobn 8.
G. Bart and Jobw Hownrd, but flowsrd has

7,

Among the persons ariginully interested in who will fursish the bond required

wnd (hat this being done, he becoman e low. | the

e term is weed in the law, His respossibility
is secured, and made manifest, by the giving
This is the evidence

They know no other

He never made any saely | and Bart the residue.
Cooper anys the ¥nme,

person in the contmet,
Butt, then, was the owner of four-sixih Ortwao

is bi as €9 040 Nl

His bid was 80 040, Heneo the eontrae! of an acoeptabls bond, | ¥

and test of respomsibility, and from among thowe
Ghe

Tat itin 1 oty of arihv innui & 1 '
Bat it turns out, on faether inquiry. | whose responsbolity is thas established, the

Board shiould seleet the “lowest,” | per
Bat I't I were (4 cooee 1e thint “lﬂ 'n!ll ipg. | ned
| \nn

sponsible’* has the latitudinons meaning eon-

Section & is the Muskingum Improvemsnt |thicds

I'-i-.:.t Uurt oaps bat the on -aixh,  wnd

Here there wera three lower | throe-sixths, or one Jall the net pn)r;'rprla, e

l‘]u-

jended for, siill the argument would be with
mo, The law does not say
most responsible bidder,’ butit saya ‘the low-

Giriswold | terest, worthy, by a (air ealoalmtion of chanecee,
It prerupposes sev- tie

[tis true |est responsible bidder

“f

no

it lirects the Board to receive. In this oase 1t |
did do so. 1t registered them, It was infor-
med by the bidders who their suretics were.—
No# my psition is that the Board should | 11
have swarded the contracls to the Jowest a-
mong these, Toother words, that the law re
quires they should be awarded 'to the lowesl

disbursing agent, but all these gervices could

There is alko the further objection to this be purchssed of sn honest snd competent per
What, then, could o

Men do not usually bestow Lheir
Henee the suspicton is o

Not us affecting the le- goryices ?

among Lhe responsible bidders," or the loweal
of the responsible tidders, Any other con-|'0
struction obliterales the word ‘lowest' from the
section, T elatm that it isthe eonlrolling word | 4
there, to which otliers must give way, if neces-
sary; though [ see no such nevessity, for 1 see
no d Miculty in harmonizing (e whole section | U
with this vizw of it. 1see no occasion to in-
wrpolate the words ‘experienee, capacity and
fiiness,” unless it be Lo interfere with this con-
siraotion of the sentence, and Lo sustain & fa | e

; AN
Now it so hiappens that MeOnity, 9 mate to be ex josed to the vul gar gaze; niad ns

Bart is next examined by interrogn-
| taties—ha being om of Lie Siata —aod  he an-
o thit it is & private matter with

Seetion 0 is the northern dividion of the  Mi- swers, pijyin
This was let te Simuel which the ¢ommiltee have nothing 10 do,

plain of have been perpeirated. it
Again : flow can you delermine o man's | (I
17 there be sach & man, T env) respouyibility to perform n canal contraet 7 I
duily, in the | mean on the gronnd assumed by the Board.—
lina thint fuik |'."u:'u'|_.' thus: if he has bewn Engll__‘;vz‘.l in such|a

the wntter siands,
There may be thoss who Leliava this an how:

JfF by the neeessful bidders for §4.000. There asl transaction,
He must bathe  thrice,
Ii he
Young & Co., and thins they obtained the con- and confilenea in luman nature which =il
tract Al the price 1 huve stated, The pext is prevent ljia eceing its duyk foatures as exhibir-
wction 6. and includes gl of the Miami and e here, it must be to Lim asonroe of happi

Erie cansl nat ineluded in setion G Thiy is the pess whith we suspicivus mortuls in this ag
not how 1o

I'hiz being determined by reliable tesiimony,
he nuestion is gettled. 1le is responsible cr le
is mwot. All who approve themselyes worthy. | e
by this test, nre sresponsible  bidders)’ Dat
he Board say no, there i apolher test, com”
putison, Wewill apply that, aad m ke our|r
selections necordingly, without any regard to
he amount of Mebid, Need Liuquire wheth-
or tlis is 4 complisnce with the law, or wheth-|

Inrgest seolion, and in every raspeol in whieh of se!fi hnuss and skepticirm know
iv gun be viewed, ynd most impattant of them gpprecinie.

Wl It gay well be calied the ceatre of that! This will not do, Mr. Preaident. Tt
system of fraud whieh I um constdering around” not safisly me: il will not ratisfy the publie,—
which the othiers revolve in somparative ins'g- Why, sir Foerer, Burt, Moward, anil Cooper,
nificance, and lke faroff stutellites, pile be- were known and anderstond by everybody 1o
nenth the baneful light which it flachis upon be, or to Yive hean, 1
ouv fic1d of investization, T believe that mugh There wiano coneealment nn no eatss for eone
that hns seemed imx;-ch’hl--. ne T have pass- ceulment of thig faet, When did Hamlin  bes
posses ¢d of the important profrns-ionn‘
reons Interested? Was
wed Lo use his influ-
price with the Tloard as its attorney and  advi-

doex

nrerested in the nontriots
The trath is, that (aking the view of the
suhijrot contended for by the Buard, they have
no guide st all,  The whole mniler s lelt 10
iheir dineretion, as much as theugh no diree-
tions were given in the law Lo gontrol it, and &
liscretion which, in this case, has been most
<t, o secure this contrsot for Burt and othiers? | yowisely exereised.  1vis perfeatly evidont Lo
And was it & part of this seeret (hat other per- fmy mind that the Leginlatore meast to Lait
he P"ﬂ“i""d for=prrsons whose [, s it well might; that the responsibility pro-
vided for was a peeuniary responsibility, wliich
cnnn ho mensured with reasonible certainty, nnd
whiel in this case was (o be datermined by the
charaster of the bondsmen the bidder. should
farnish, This constructivn not only makes all
these me parts of the section hurmonize, and assigns lo
avory member of ils upproprinte fuaction, bul

1o (hank for it
I shall conclu-.li m, thaut il (here luul heen no pther pl'f L,"“(;g to the 'ufd 'rew‘;.mgibilu}' the "gum ra-

ested, Tnmlin and Durt would hove | Gon which lexicographers and encyclopedinsts
il there arve others, there € | give, and which the Legisllure unquestiona-
withbolding | bly intended — preuniary accountability.

Mr. President, 1 hold that thisis w  matler
with regard to which the State Las a right w
change her poliey, without any yulerence 1o
ihe charscter of the contracts, oF the eonduet
of the contractors, or of e Doaril of Public
Warks., Cannot the State gell the Public
Works ? The sticklers for (he validity of these
coutraets are among tho  strongest advocates
for their gile, Butif they are sold, must the
@uate pontione o pay these coniractors for
kueping them in repair % Thal is her contrast,
Suppose (bt by the revolutions of commerce,
or from uny uther eaise, some portion of the
W orks shou'd become of no serviee Lo any por

ed nlong from seetion o suction. is easy of &0+ gome

" . |
They were A part | guoret as 1o, the other pe

lution ag we appronch thia.

| of plunder, necestury Lo its perfection.  They
were intended as  blinds, - to divert attention
from it to smaller matiers, lest it should by

anmes. for rensons that ean only be conj2etu-
rod. must he kept consonled?  Was it for their
benefit na well as his, thint one half of this con-
(rant wie made over 1o him ¢ These and oth-
1ably nrise, and if L do
ninjustiee, they have only themselves

FEvery one will come to this

This section was awarded to Forrer, Tan
& Co,, for 8118000 per year. You will per-
My, President, that it is o large gelion

You will also per

That was by Cuooper, [sons jater
anitl 80, snd that
be none bat a guilty reason fut

(heir names.
There is ene more section, Mr. President.—

It is section B, being the Weslern Reserve and
Miumee Road, Tt is s smull matter, the con-
wael price heing only &1.490 per yenr Hat
amall 08 it is, ivis of the same family a8 the
others, and limps wlong rejvicing i its relation-
ship, and cro wned, like the others, with badg-

es of frand.  There were three other lower
re: ponsible, and

| Shndding & Co.. of whom T have previously
poken, I bave said the board svineed (their
| confidence in this firm by awardiog 1t a Inrge
and important seetion. Their goourilies wer
' also ample, being worll. as sworn to by Mr,
Hamlin, at least 1,000,000 dollars.”  Well sir,
this firm, with such security, bid to mnke the
section for 81,000 per year.—
|1‘he Bosrd rejected the bid, and awarded it to

ference of more than 45 per eent, nnd amount-
or 185,000 for five|bids; some of which were
James J. Parks, the contractor, bought oll one
of the lower oues for 82,000.
This closes my review of the different Seo-
tions, They stand thus
Sestion 3 waa fairly let, 80 far as
The contracts for Scctions { and 0 nre
besause of frand on the part of the contraclors,
in buging off lower bidders.
The contracts for Sections
beenuse they wero not based up
The contrast for Seetion 7 is A% ¢lear’y shown

State is under any obligation to [alfil it on her ve ‘““‘."-
part, 1 must do this. T eannot aveid itif I void,

sl wogld, unless, indeed, as is claiimed by sume,

pnrtiuu? Ur has she tied hersell to thess con-

Land 5 are void, | ihe State ?
on any bid.

contractors bave no ench  vested

But na I : { ’
|{ess the frand is admitbed by the parties, and

83 | do not acknowledge the ¢liim, 1 am willing, :
108 (herefore void.

And [ contend, also Lhat all these, and the ny reason, &y

courseshe would e umdler an obligaiion &
for the farther resson (Lt they were not 8- | profect the o
warded to the lowest responsible bidders,

This, Mr Presideat. biioes me to a consid-
f. erwtion of the power of thie Board to let the re.

| fojent as between individuals, to raike thy, ls- Pris 1o other 'h,'" + §1re lowent reuponsible bid
' In the lnnguage of der.!’ Ivis cinimed by tha Byard ibat the

| presumptioa of fraud,
ll!il‘ﬁegwkl, 3 would shock the conscience of word «Jowesy" ocoupics a subordinate place io

1

What sare the suspicious femnres of tlis

dyerted to some of them, :
rasolgtions.

licve these canirasts av= void, The conelnsiar

This presumption becomes | the seetion in which it is used, aud  that they | They are the deliberate, dispassionale convics legislative injastice, sad their (riends have

What shall the State da? My soswer s sim- | eial favor, while to the poor wreteh whae is not

| shoold at once sever ber conneelion with those

boad as whall be deened ample by the Board | Wit

- le bisdder,™ in the in-which Joos 9o, and the agags giard his sathority, 1 have seen a'rendy.  Not w spesk merely of
he must abile (he

Mere, Law. p. 107,

i4l mgents,

abe Jowest wnd | On this point Judge Story says :
seeas indespen: ible, in orderlo gusrd the pub- | being hers, must dispose of these questions

rauils 3 - [T UL a1 e UoR i . ¥
frauds or mistakes or rmbness snd indherelion | we shou 4 be the -_'l;-j-zcu of vilmperation acd

denling with public officers, the duty of fnqui- fas re presestatives of the people and the gunr-

thurity to bind the Government.” Slory om A | cormorinis have fastened upon the public ireas

geney, p. 295 j
pmpuntium under these contracts, but
Stale,

ligwtion of the contracts, and that is repadie-

tion,

and the Legislature were 1o declare by jaw \Ihongh we wore the guilly ones, robbing the
thiat that contraat shouid thereafter be vold and |ireasury,
of noeflect, that would be interfering wilth a;

Sy | vorite theory under which the frauds [ rcom- | out the theory of the inviolability of eantractr,

ing \Lis i mind, a cerinin paper of (his ©il§ |ujcps.
souyght to take oeriain Senators between u‘ndhu.kn 1 esnld make them rencli the enrs of ev-

husiness, by asoerinising bow he mannged il with these contraets, the Demoerney wonld | gogld pull b sk nson their beads & tde of i
ld puil Bees BEon REE D8 iae

try their hand nt bank and railroad charters. | Jignntion, which woull make our nssailasts

0 . il i gt 5 " t i

Of course no senator will be influenced by so¥ | wwhamed of the part iley are acting, or I bave

mire the tact nnd eraftof the editor, nevershe | and the sense of right and justics embosomed
lessin thos attempting to interfere with the

from & person under & lvw providing pay«|ground in this matier would ohserve thia, that

er it viglates iv ? sex (o muke payment, that is repudistion.

ronosé to do neither,  We neither mterfore | 3

;Iiiil contracts, in the constitutional { lowdly that # will be beard, and musk be heed.
el i utional sense of | 4 “Phe evidences of finud clusier around

e term, nor do we repudinte.  Wo  propose| hese teansaetions so thickly (hat it were polit

vion of the Sinle, could she not abandon that

tractors so (hat she most keep them in repair.
though they shall not pay one cent ia tolls o |ifwe wonld.
1t seems to me [ have only to ask
(hese questions, to reoeive fur answer that these
inlerest in
yhesa contracts, bul that the State might to-day
brush them ount of existence, and retura to ler
former system of repairs, withoul nssigniog it-
4 without & breagh  of Iuith.  Of

ontractors from any loss. by  this
shnnge, and s she propases to do by thesa

1 have thua stated 1he rensons why 1 te

to which U have arrived bave been fureed upon | my cunssience,
me, AgARAL MY wishes and my inclinations, — | sorey for it Th

——

of my judgement, which I cannot resst [made such & clamor kst one one hard! “
b, oely, bas beco my guide, snd fllosing fot pight, and for the seke of pesce lhi. eons
sented that these contrastors shall have the
right 10 sue the state, conceded 1o them -ﬁ'

{lom v, what shall be the next stap e
It follows as & nalaral 2onweguenze from | ghle (o subnidi Wi i

fo » from | ghle g0 public seoti meat, -
positions I have altengy Uaken, ."\h—'mr in aseurded, E SRS
: Bat, sir, this s the limit to which T will
have eouspired 1o defraud her. Were T 1ake my stand, and sm not (o be I:::
it T may be told that there may not be ac-lod from it 1 take my stand In oppositdon Lo
fraud in all the cases, sod (hat powibly irhe pxercien of irresponsible power snd o poe
» of the suseessful bidders may  not  have | fitiea] eorruption.  The people demsnnd it, their
I wnswer |interests reqaiee b, wnd j-ml-en will sapetion
. deals 11, 1 am not o be moved from my position
s s special ngont, it lis duly 10 mager sin | no matter how bitter the oppasiion 1 muy lr'-

wn there were lower bidders
objechion by sa)ing, that when one

extent of (he agent’s wathority, aud if l.r!us' aguinst me. Bomething of vhat opposition

CoBs Urnceh. (Smiil"s persons! matters, T may remark (hal one of
| your “model papers'” that *reflect publie sea-
subiie oflicers are reparded, In law, a8 spes | iment" reminds us of onr violited oaths, wod
The resson 1, their pawers sre de. | informe us that though we may assume to pass
din the law whizh conlers them, and every | upen the quaeations invelyed in these ressla~
son dealing with them is therefore sappoe | lons, we have not suflicient eapecity, intalli-
10 know as he eertainly may know, (he ex-| gence or integrity (o pass upon the same ques-
L of those powers. Lle deuls with them, [tions in n Jury box whers . ey ore properl
refore. as with n wpreinl nygent, wt e pﬂ'! treahle. This last mssertion may be l:e"
L]

“This ralelwill we are here, elothod with suihority, and
against losses and injarics arising from the|  Ts it nol sirange, wondetfuilly strange, that
] J *

the sgents of Governmert,
hardship in requirin 7 from private persons !Ju-t look wt it,  In the discharge of cur duties

And there 8] (hyse for the course we proposs (2 pursae?—

g a to their real or apparent power and am | {ians of their interests, we learn thata set of
sary, and by mennsof frand, in come inslan.
My advice. then, is to meka no more ap-|ces, and in violstion of law, sre fallening upe

refase | on ike hard earnizgs of cur over taxed com-
recognizs them as valid and binding on the | stituents, The wmount thuy abstracted from
But Tam told this witl violate the umlhhr treasury s $64.381 each year, making in &
tutional provision agaiast inpairing e obe |yenrs 8521005, We seek to stop this drain
| npon the resources of the people, and at once
tthe Bood-gales nre opeotd upon us, and we

[ esunot see the matter in that light—
are assniled with violepes and contumely ae

[ bave o contract with you, Mr, Presidens,

Freuse me if | manifest uodue warmih in
{Lis connection. I know the Lloces of my veice
grate harshly oa the esrs of some Senatora—
ishell that a sharter is & eontruch, Which ocpecinliy when the wehicle of unwelcome
Benr | ipaibis—=they hnve told mo 80 on several ccens
But while dwelling upoa this thems, 1

sutract nnd the lnw would be void. Carrying

e Jegislature may not interfers with,

i ‘e g 1L i o lalerlered ! ¥ = .
ol water, threstemng What if we lalerfered|ory voter m the State of Obia, Ifl eonlll

snsideration of fewr, but T could not but #d«| migsonerived the force ol irath and srgument,

|in e Learia of the people of the Stste of
OYin,

Mr. President, T wish those who really and
honestly fesr we are occapving umtenable

ightful eourse af legislation,
When n Stnte has reoeived money or laber

nent therefor. and repenls the law and refa. |every man in the legisiatare, and out of it, ade
We | mits that somehing must be dore. Publia
senliment comes thundering upon our @ars 0

to puy the coniriclors every cent they  have |ics suicide for sny man W attempt to #usinin

earned. Not auly so-wa propose to pay them them, f‘lvne« those -ho‘n'l ject moat strongly
every dollar they eould make. if, 00 & wial of 1 our plan are compelied 1o propose  anotber.
the ease, for which we muke provision, the Reveral have heen P"’P"“‘d: I do not pro.
e, : provition, the | pase to eonsider them. | simply say that eve
contracts shall be (bund o be of & elinracter {,r, one propuses to isterfere wiih theoe ‘ouals
uncts, and (o some EXtent, lo violale, or 10
ngainyt an individual, Sarely the State, in T their favorite phtase, ‘re adise’ them —
Ner govereign eapacity, should have un equal | They all part ke of the eame prineiple nod pros
e ith ih i hi T fess to nim nt the !1!‘]"‘ Uhjpcl. T],. lrgumul.
i by . - a.urn estcitizen in It to I"'“‘Im favor of our course is that it is  siwple,
teet herself agninst fraud and imposition, or | tharongh. radieal, and relieves the 3iate, at
1f, in the oase ] once, from all conneetion wih thoss whe, sll
put, of my cantract with you, Mr. President. heliece. have practiced fraud upon her, Hence
[ believe you bave practiced « fraud on me T helieve ours in the better  way. We are
aa } . M noten 1o 10 without preced ml in this mater. =
procafing it. or are nol._ {withinily perfnnnmg,"\'-,.. Vork has passed through similae seenes,
it, 1 may refuse to periorm on 'y parl; butif In 1851, the Legisiaure of that Siate
[ wm mistaken in my belicf, 1 wust respond | law fur the enlargement of her eanals, scd
in damages in such sums us 8 jary may award l n‘l-tth_oﬂsrd the Canal Bonrd to ‘:Hl “w-]:m; by
il ke i i | degtions, upon contracls, an got limit'n
i et b i o 47T ST S
e !: de. weri made agninst the eommissioners, breause
Aanin the note §s chunged. and we are told of “I.'"r SROONS nmn'dmg the comtracts The
llmlalhiﬁ in o jadicitl ;;uv:ti el e e “'-I[.tglhlutucr. in 1852, investigaled the charges,
2 Fihgcs 4 deelared them 1o be uafoanded, alirmed the
suming judicinl powers; and these words are | contracts, and made additfonal s tisions fon
|jing‘.ed through the streets and in the Senate | making pryments upon ibem. But the odor

shamber, U1l wo almost imagine that we are of fraud siill hung sround them. and the peus
nle continued to clamor, (il by the legislaiure

M e 8 : ' | == =

about to be wrrested for cfv.m.c m;.nl. '.,f.‘ ourtl— %1878, the affirmatory act wea repeniud. wod
Bul we Are nO mMOre exercising judicial powers gy that of 1654 the origizal aet suthoriging the
than in all cases where we are required to' mwking of the contracts, By these repealing

vote for or aginst an appropriation of money. et of the loglalatare, conlracts smeuniing (o
| more than 8,000,000 were Liclied omt of eXx:

[a &)l such eases we must determine for our- |,
lislence,

selves, whstueb s peiwm asking for o "Pp_”"}‘ Many of (Fese covtracts contained fortunes,
P”lllun 18 entitled toit or not, and if he claims und l.thIg‘! there are !."‘.'. in-New 'a" 0'
under A conlraet. We mush pass upon ils valid- | some legnl knowledge, of whom \be contractors
ity. Ttis n respone bility east upon us from the {conid 1ake advice, we do wot learn that the
necessity of the case, snd we cannot avoid it New York oanal was ticd up by an nfenction,

a ealamity which some fear may befsl our ems
i nals, if we pass these resolations. No' duuht
This difers from enscs coming belore us ev- |there was excitament there, A3 liere, The

ery day, only in its magnilude sod impor- pewspapera speculnted wisely, politicinns were
frighiened, and eonservatisem wis shucked, and

tanse, snd in the usual favor we propose Lo blod. sttt il
Y g * 2 coRirAgiOTE gru:-) e, 8y * Ain con
exiend to the pariies "‘l"”.lrd' Some poor| .o and st as ususl New York prospered, 1l @
man who has nething bat his poverty or bis |joror of the Siie wus vindiested, snd
honesly to enlist an interest in his behalf, pre- | 1958 1t gave & gloticus majority fox Cole \

srpts hiz elnim for allowaner, We examine Fri mont.
| Fqaally strong are the ineentiwes to duly

ol itz if valid, we allow if; i not well fonndes.| . . 2
ALY CiF - doais: O wihwe, | ghnnot imsgine A oasy in which
we reject it ¢ may err, but the doors of) pgiginture could be more Toudiy colled ug
the vourt are elosed against taem, Aud Teon- 1o pratect the piepla, rebake fraud and asserd
foxs thAt  wbatracl justice is on the side of |and maintain e duty of pubilic agents, 1o ¢
we o fine the mrelvesin (he di c:mlp of their dut
L within the provisions sud resilctions of Tnwr.
sult follow s un investigaton
+xposure ©f fouud, of what besefi: is the §
tigation®? Frouds Lave besn praciford h

that would entitle ilie aoniraciors to relic f, ns

even errora and mistakes,

thoen who wonld treat these men 03

K 1 e olias Wi y
Bu lhu"c made s compromise with e 1oy ghis
and 1 1 Liave dune wrong [ am
ese prclmdnd vietms of our

is | athers,




