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Political Aspect of the United States
respecting Blavery.

Dartk asthe progpects of our cavso may seem 1o
those who look upon the dashing of the politieal il
lows, without properly appreciating the healthtulness
of the moral agitation which has raiged the raging
tempest, yel, 1o inaga who, like tha maombera nnd
friendaof the Ameriean Anti-Slavery Society, have
long been laboring to break the pestilential calm ol
sixty vears, the present hour seems full of promise
ant of cheer.

Apnthy ean no longer exist. Igaorance begins o
be dispolled. Sintes are begining to feel and w
dread tho pro glavery currenie that have been so long
bearing them glently onward tosards politieal sub
jigation. Legislatures have been convulsed by the
first dawnings of a conjeciure, that no compromises,
however cunning,—no asurrender of rights, however
limitod nnd guarded, can secura to Freedom any ad-
viantnge from the existence of Slavery. And it is &
proof of the degradation to which Slavery had ro
duaeed thiz nation, that a truth so obvious, n fact so
indigputabile that to deny it were follv, oow gives o
the Logielatnees and statesmen, who begin to per
ceive it,a cliim for depthand originnlity.  Idens on
human righte, duties, governments, and consttutions,
which Abolitionisls huve for years held vp to the
rommuoity, ore sow blnzoned forth under Legisin
tive sanclion ns new discoveries, We rejuice thm
here and there throughout the country, men called
wigs are coming more or less rapudly to the same
canclueinng, lor the adoption of which the American
Horiety bas been branded as ineendinry, fanatical, and
dungerous; and that too ot no distant period of the
past, The wise and prudent,—*ihe right sort of
men"'—arae now groping blindly [or the way, ss one
ol polincal expediency, which, (because guided by
the mornl right—the principle of freedom,) the way-
faring Abolitionista, thaugh aocounted fools, did not
err in,

The Annesation of Texas, the admiseion of Flori-
da, the expulsion of the officials of free Siates from
thie territory of slavo States, the disgraco of the na-
tion 1n foreign eourts by a new display of the slavery-
tainted character of her diplomacy, the imprigon-
ment, (and in one inetanca thecapital trinl, sentence
and convietion,) of eitizong of the free S:stes in the
jaile of slave Sintea [or nctg which, in any other
Innd on earth, would entitle them to reward and
honor;—all these thinga kaws given the people a
shock of awakening. We do not fear that thay will
ever agnin recover their gutlty rest,

We owe much 10 the co-opecation nnd eympathy of
British Abolitionistg, in the digeetion which they have
lnbored to give the public mind in the cases of John
1. Brown, Jonathan Walkery and others. Without
politieal inlerfecence, without individual officiousness,
without a deed, of which the law of nations could
inke coguizance, or nne which the law of love could
cendemn, the prompt expression of feeling on the
puart of British Abolaionisis in the case of John L
Brown, was of avail to aullify the bloody sentence o
the Sauth Carolinn Judge, and set tho victim of the
slave law [reo,  This s the eflicacy of well-direrted
apinton.  God bless the Abolionists of Great Bri-
1in, and make them strong to utter the words of truth
in behall of Freedom, in the hearing of every Amer:
icun Siate nnd every American ecitizen! May no
templation of worldly interest, though elothed 1n the
livery of heaven, ever prevail with them, (as in the
cnse of Dr. Burns, Cunningham, &ec. of the Scotch
Free Church,) to keep silonce when it concerns the
causs of human freedom that thoy ghould speak.

The near approach of Texas to our political union,
fixes ell eyes upon the subject of Slavery, That
movement ig scen of all 1o be the last hope of the
South for the perpetuation of her gystem. Notwith.
standing the eonstitutionnl limitstions on the power,
granted for the admission of new States, to the terri-
tories belonging to the United States; notwithstanding
that the power to admit it among the reserved righis
of the several Siates; notwithstanding that the prov
ince proposed for admission is one justly elaimed by
n foreign and a (nendly power, (though iis proclama.
tinn of unconditional emancipation in 1820, makes
the slaye power account it & fue;) notwithstanding
thatits swn consent and acquiescence have never been
thought of; notwithstanding the destruction of all
uniformity in the United States naturalization laws
which would ensue; notwithstanding that Annexation
might bring & war with Mexico and England, nod the
Indian tribes in its train; notwithstanding the equal
want of a eonstitutional righter setual precedent, the
slave power has demanded, and has obtained the ad
mission to the United States of upwards of 300,000
square miles of fureign territory, equal to forly-thres
such States a5 Massachuselts, or seven of the mze
of Pennsylvania.

The American Anti-Slavery Society has no parti-
zan purpogses. It 18 peither the defender of the Con-
stitution with one party, nor the flatterer of the peo:
ple with the other, It notices these unvonstitutional
proceedings as proofs of the folly of the iden that o
lawless, merciless, tyrannical system, such ag Slave-
ry, can be restrained by compacts, codes, or compro-
mises. “Canst thou draw out Leviathau with a hook?
Will ic muke a covenant with thee! Wilt thou take
him for 8 sarvant foraver! do go no more! behold tne
hope of him isin vain.” If the slave system be not

rights guarantied to the free Siates, for the purpose
of immediately extending the domuin of Slavery to
the Northern tropie, and thus perpetuating the pres:
ont disgraceful mlhg'ugntum of tha North to tha South.

2E8 6w "On the 27th of February the
bill for the nnnexation of Texar received the sanction
of the House of Representatives, amid disgraceful
howling and bullying, with thrents and exhibitions of
fiste and bowie knives, on the part of the Southerners,

| by one¢ hundred and thirty two yens to fwenty &.r

navy.

Oa the 37th of Fehruary it passed the Senate by
27 to 25, The Democratie party, the dominant one
of the country, went almost unanimously for it;—ns
the adminigtration party in the nature of things al
wnya must, even for the most diabolical featura of
the present state of things, for it holds its dominion
by means of 113 detestable adharence to Blavery.—
One noble exeeption, Joha P. Hale, of New Hamp
ghire, deserves honerable mention. “Among the
ihe faithleas, fanhiul ouly be®

The whigs redeemed their party (rom the disgrace
of this act, by throwing their majority, alas—an 0
sufficient one, against ita perpetration  In  Massa-
chusotts they ealled a Convention fur the Gth day of
February, before the bill reached the Senata, 1o pro-
iest sgaingt so  atrocions a deed on the pmt of a
Christiin and Republican nntion, ag the extension and
perpetuntion of Slavery by the Annexation of Texas.
They wished not to make it a party movement, They
invited and entrented AL opposed to Anaexation lo
nesist,  If they wareleft alone, in what distant be-
holders and future times will eall their glory, it was
not throngh Whig intolerance, but by means of Dam.
acratic servility to Slavery. They did, und are do-
g, all that Whigs, as such, under onath to the pro:
glavery Constitution of the Unied Stawes, can do.—
May a sensa of their miserably weakness, crushed ny
they are between the upper and the nether millstone
of their distressing position, show them the only true
way. Politcians, ns they glory in calling themn-
selves, let them take the only political course that re-
maing to them. Lot them proclaim that the Annexa-
tion of Texas i not only unconstitutional and in itsell
a diggolution of the Usion, bot in regard io its mo
mentous consequencos, na being the last of a long se-
riea of aggressions and ususpations on the partof the
South, and evidence of a studied and systematic at-
tempi to perverl, to the support of Slavery, all the
power and influence of the National Government,
such Annexation makeg it the duty of the Norihern
States, by all they owe to Liberty and Justice, and
themgelves, immediately to eell conventions for the
organization of a new National Government,

The congideration that hinders them from taking
any effectual stand 10 save themselves from extinction,
and the causo of Liberty aod their country from de:
struction, g in parl, doubtless, their perception that
ihe progress of the Texan plot, and the feebleness
with which it has been resisted by any but ourselves,
clearly proves that the whole Northern mind 18 swal-
lowed up wnd corrupled by party interesis and party
ambition, and that no efficient political setion what-
ever, could ut present be taken by the fres States; —
that nothing is to be hoped for from the North, for
freadum, while the publie opinion continues chilled
aod teinted by rhe infuence of this Univn:—ond y=2t
their love ol freedom and hatred of slavery and po-
litieal subjngation, is not strong ewough to prompt
them to jllll us in the rightoous and indispensabie
war cry of NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS!
that omly gpell of virtue to make the slave power
quuil.  The Union 1s more than hall dead. Like o
gangrened limb, the longer continuance of Slavery ns
a part of the body politie, will insure the speedy
death of the whole. The Union must be severed,

“Oh throw away the worser half of it,
Aud live the purer with the otbher half.”

They owae it not only to their country and their age
a8 men, but to themaslves as keen witied, astute poli-
ticinng, ta be not only almost, but altogether such as
we nre,  The course may be fatal to the pollucal in-
dividuals who lead the van; but no other course is
worth even the name of policy, provided they are re-
ally seeking, aa they sav, the interests of the country-

The American Anti-Siavery Society has been false.
ly accused of repelling, by the severity of its judg.
ment and the keenness of its analysis of motives,
thase who were really its helpers. Those who said so,
know not whereof they affirmed. The sincere always
pusscss, in their very sincerity, the touch gone that
reveals the hypoerite.  Wa know what helps or hin-
dereus; and we give or deny the corresponding ered.
i, We'recoguize in the movemenis of the Northern
Whigs, na a body, a fecble desire 1o aid cor ceuse if
it is nol to cost oo much—a stronger desire o use it
than to serve it—a minority feeling of helplesscess
which leads to seck the alliance of all foes tv the ad-
minisiration; which Abolitionisia must, in the nature
of the case always be, of which party soever it con-
#iste.  For the function of an administration necessa
rily is to keep things as they are,and to go no farther
than it is pushed,

The attitude of the South, (as represented by South
Carolina and Louisiana,) is the next feature in the
political aspect of cur causs that demands our attes-
ton.

The recent outcages on the free States, in the per-
son of the Hoo. Samuel Hoar, of Massachusells, are
the lastof & weories of altemple on the part of the
slave Stales 1o averl the daoger with which they are
threatened by s mingle free black in their territory,—
The danger seems (rifling to the unphilogophical and
inexporionced. But the old in tyranny know that

paramount, it 18 paralysed. Henee the energy of its

the preser.ce of a single representative of Freedom in
the midst of slaves, is of more efficacy in favor of the

and spoutaneous eruelty can be for Slavery; the con-
tact of the free black withslaves, is like the touch of
the imperceplible gpark 1o powder, The untverso in

Hence, the prevontive poliey pursued by Sowth

Carolina, while the civillzéd world stands aghast sl
her barbarity, and cur sufferance. Sho has no other
courfe 10 preserve her existence as o slaveholding
State; so dangerous s this dondly sin. It ie for thie
tiint sho violates every natural right, outrnges every
congtiotional obligation, and overleaps every consti-
wutional provision, for the prutection of such a mye-
tem. It im for tug that she agsumes, in behalf of the
South:
A rightta discriminnte between the innocent mem-
bers making up the crewa of slups of other States,
for the purpose of seizing and imprisoning whom she
thinks proper:—

A right 1 lash at pleasure, citizens of other Stacwes,
golely beenuse they may be found in the ships of
those Sintes n second time 1n her harbors:—

A right 10 sell them into Slavery:—

A nightto expel from her territory, citizens of oth-
er States, seeking 1o nppeal to the courts of the Union
for support apninst the cruelly of her laws, oven
though elothed with official powers as the represecta-
tives of their frea Stale severeignty: —

A right to punish by fine sod imprisonment, any
individual from another State who dares within her
territory 1o question her right to imprison, to lash,
and to sell whom ske plenses, without hearing or teil,

Florida, immedintely after the passage of the An.
nexation bill, was admitted totho Union ns a slave
Swute. The following extract from her Constitution
shows our character as a slaveholding nation.

Articar XVI. General Provisions.

1. The General Assembly shall have no power to
paes Inws for the emancipation of slaves,

2. Thoy shall have no power to prevent emi-
grants to this State from bringing with them such
persons ag may be deemed slaves, by the laws of any
oo of the United States, provided, they shall huve
powerlo enact laws to prevent the introduction of any
aloves who may have committed crines in other
Slntua

3. Tho General Assembly shall have power to
pass [aws to prevent free nogroes, mulattoss, and oth-
or persona of color from emigrating to this State, or
from being diicharged from on board sny vessel in
uny of the pats of Florida.

Wae trust thetime isat hand when the word will go
forth from the North, thatshall stay this moral pesu
lence, su that we may o longer siand ‘‘a wonder—n
marvel to men,” linked, ns we aliow ourselves as
States to be, with the body of that moral death, ol
which the infection ravages the fairest spots an earih,
and blosts the dearest hopes of humanity from the
discovery of this new world. DBut there 18 nothing
that should discourage vs as Aboliionisis in all this.
On the contrary, there is hope (rom the very gross-
ness of each succeediog outrage, that a people who
have closed beir ears and refused to hear, will be
nbliged, 1n their own despite, to feel their danger and
their shame. Let us rejoice that the laws by which
we miy promulgate moral principle, are more rapid
in their operation than the progress of population.—
While Mexico has Leen glowly dismembered, and
Toxas, by the aid of our refuse people and our slave-
led soldiery, stayed up on either side a8 an indepen:
dent province, while slaveholdors have. by ballying,
and by cunning, and by {orce,~—by pushing, by par-
rying us s the case demanded, succeeded 10 bringing
in their plan for the extension und perpetuation of
Slavery, Abolitionists have so far converted whole
States to the prineiples of Freedom, thet they protes!
with oue voice ngaingt the deed. Spread every sail,
then, to cateh the breath of reaction which this nefa-
rious project will raise. Light at firgt it may be, but
it will not subside, us after the introduction of Mis-
souri ns o slave Stats, The ciscumstances are dif-
ferent. There was then, no organized opposition, no
embodied hostility 1o Slavery. Now, the American
Anli Slavery Society exists, to fan thig flame of Free-
dom for whieh the South furnighes the fuel. 8o vast-
I¥ 1 the disproportion beiween moral power and phy-
sical force in favorof the former, that all past expe
rience shows us how the Lord cao save & land for
ten's suke only, who put their trust in right.  We sall
upon all who hate the wrong, to unite with us for its
extinction. “They are not yel quile ready!® Go to
work, then, members and (riends of the American
Anti-SBiavery Bociety l—servants of tha slave;—and
mako them ready. Spare neither time, nor money,
nor labor, nor life, if the times noed them all.—
Preach this gospal of doliverance as it were & cru-
snde!—let each man ece its eroms pinned to your
shoulder. luthis & timo to add house to house, and
field to field!—to caleulate the farthing on eotton
freighting, or speculate i factory stocks! [sthis a
time to linger round the Capitol for official spails!
Is this a time, men of Americs, to sit al ease in your
ceiled houses! Ba covelous, indolent, meanly ambi-
tious no longer! Loave party spits on ene hund,and
sectional prejudice on the other, and unile—just where
they now stand, with the only body in your country
that occupies the true position—the only individuals
who care enough for Freedom to have identified them-
sulves with her.  You must come to them, for to you
the exact right forbids thom to return. “But they
are few!" Amen, Let your adhesion to their esuse
help toamend that. “But they nre so weak!” Amen.
Is not their hopeof right the stronger because their
ranks, tried so as by fire, are incumbered with no.
thing neutral and balf-hearted,—dslayed by no bur

den of wealth, or office, or honors! .

arms cannol prevent the consequent explosion — |

[Tath he who ahakes the mighty with a breath,

From iha high places mada the mnjesty

And ever wakelul presence of hia power,

To the pale startled sarh most manifest.

But for ths wenk? Was'i forthe helmed and'erown:
ed

That rung were stnved at noon day—siormy scos

Auarill parted?  Mailed archangels sent

To wither up the strength jof kings with death!

I tell you if these marvels have been doue,

"T'was for the weak and the oppressed,

They needed such! and generous faith of men hath,

By her prevailing spirit, eves vet power to work

Deliverance jwhowe tnle shail ive with those

OI the great elder time!"

“Ton late, 19 11! No'wonder you think so, bot it
ig not yettoo late.  Youlsee things through the mists
of wasted years. Wuke to the work even noiwr, the
twellth hour though it be! joio yourselves even now,
1o thuse already *in harness on the mGnr:*” for onlv
so did he youjmake your example aa a man, snd vour
worehip na a God, deem it “becoming™ “1o [ulfil
rightecusness.”™ '

“Why hath heaven poured forth cournge ana flama,
Wasting thesa offered hearts which must be sulled
The suoner for that swilt consuming brightness,

I oot to quell vour doubt and your despair,

And your goul's torpor! yet sRisE AND Ay —

It shull vot be too late!™

This is your only!wisdom as weli as your only du.
ty==tn join iyourselves to ithem who have mnde
straight your way before you! Isjit by haviag lain
stone still and stupid all these idle years, that men
think to have got the wisdom—the prudence—ithe an-
uray tn aceomplish them for such an hour as this?—
They misiake in thinking so. Letthem not think it
shame lo learn of us, humble‘though wa individual-
ly are. Itistoour lofty moral position; to our en-
nobling and exalung cause that we invite you; to the
adoption of our holy principles;—to the use of our
simple but effcctual mensures that we urge you, Wo
warn you against holding back, beenuse we have
taken the lead of the ndvance. The members of tha
American Anti-Slavery Society, seeing the only
course, had nochoice in this matter. They must ba

fhithful to the right, and so ovght you (o be. Reject
not tho advice which watching and working, while
you slept, qualifios us to give. Dons common senss
dictates to yon in your business relations.  When you
find them used to your destruction—when you see
your funds diverted sgsinst your will, to nefarious
purposes, and your names used lo strengihen base-
ness, do you then fail of knowing what course to take?
Never. Yow pseouve tus Usiox.  What elso is
left for you now! To what purpose denounce, with
the lip, the sin the right hand vpholds! What right
have you, man of the North, to compluin of the An-
nexation of Texns, as extonding the area of Slavery,
who ore at this hour under cath, and under arms (oo,
to hold the planter’s elaves for him, within the consti.
wtional limits of the United States? What mora
would you wail for! Have not tha free States, in the
person of Massachusetts, undergone what ghould be
the severing blow-~the last possible indignity; a
wrong that would have driven & declaration of war
even from between the slow-moving valves of the
slowest European Cabinet door, as a ball is sent from
the cannon mouth! and yet hear the noblest man of
his Btote, Cassive M, Clay, of Kettucky, talk of con-
stitutional abolition, while the dischurge of artillory
anoounces the annexation of Texas! That act leaves
the Constitution a broken wreck vpon the political
ocenn! Those sounds are tho mignal guns of the part-
ing vessel: and oh, that thev might waken the dead
heatts of Northern statesmen to becoming action.—
The American Anti-Slavery Sociely cannot, dare not
ngsiet any such paralyzing process ag “constitutional
abolition,” and it ealls upon all who have the souls
of men left within them, to peril all things—even tha
miserable lingering hope of popularity with a degrad-
ed people, for the glorious hope of our country’s sulva-
tion. The American Anti-Slavery Society adjures
every awakening etatesman to urge onward the inev-
itakle revolution; to announee it as his immutable de-
terminntion to restore the desccrated principlesof our
political and religious faith,

But it seems the way of Providence, that “the wise
shall be taken in their crafliness,” that “their oves
shsll bo holden that they shall not see” tho dangers
of delay. Oh! that they kmew in thie their day, the
things that belong 1o ststesmauehip, manliness, nod
honor. They would rally the people ou every hill
side,and in every valley, They would wrn their
fnces from the South os from the wasting pestilence.
Oune short vear, well employed by them, would show
the world a renovated nation.

Judge by the wretched drivelling with which this
hour's stero work is met, whether they are likely to
rise to the beight of its demands. Sae them stending
still to be manncled, und veaturing only feeble sugges-
tions on the fashion of the fetters. “Bind us nov 1y
resolution, but by treaty"—they ery! *Shame!
shame!"—is the resnonss of just indignant reproba-
tion, such ns it is the duty of Maw to feel! T'he peo-
ple of the free States huve been over and over ngain
gold in the market.  Will they atay sold!

The American Sucioty makes its appeal to the peo.
ple in confidence, that they will not sanction their
own hondage-~though they have basely covenanted
fur thatol the slave, Mey we not rely upon the lin-
gering remnants of human character that makes the
fugitive turo hig face northward? If we may, now
is the bour fo- their exhibition, Legislatively— Escla-

*Jeaus to John at his baptiem,




