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SPEECH OF THE
HON. OWEN LOVEJOY,

OF ILLINOR®N,
In the House of Representatives, April bth, 1860,

The llouss, being in the Committes ot the
Whole on ths state of the Union—

My, Lovejoy enid : Mr. Chairman—The Mouse
bas been oocupied for saveral days in the discus-
sion of the subject of polygamy. The Rapublican
porty, of whioh I am a member, stands pledged
since 1856 10 the exterimioation, so far as the Fud-
eral Government has the power, of the twin relics
of barbariem—Slavery and Polygamy. They have
this power in the Territories of the United
Btates.

Now, Sir, ne we anticipate o death-blow hns
beon given to ooe of theso twins, I proposs to pay
my reapocts to the other, [ wanl to see them
strangled aud go down together,an they both richly
deserve.

Mr Cobb, (Dem. Ala.) I rise to & question of or-
der.

The Chairman : Tho gentloman will state his
quentiun of order.

Mr. Oubb : I was goingto raise n question of or-
dor apon the right of the gentleman to disvues the
question of the ‘twin relics,” under the new ruole
we have adopted. Iowever I will not interfere,
the gentieman may go on with his speech,

Mr. Lovejoy : 1 am entitled to the floor; Ido
not yield to the gentleman : and I will proceed
with my remsrks within my hour, with the gen-
fleman’s permission, or without it

Mer. Stanton, (Rep., 0.) I would be glad to
koow what ia the understanding of the Chair,
and of the Chairman of the Committee of Wags
and Mosns, as to what is to be the coursa of dis
cussion upon this bill, whether the ‘twin relics’
are in arder or not, or whether the discussion is w0
be confiuvd to the bill iwell? The quesiione
properly involved in the Lill itseif are sulficiently
tcmprebonsive, in my judgment, to command the

 mntire astention of the Uvimminee, and | think we

should confine the discussion strictly 1o it. When
wo aro all in the Commities of the Whole oo the

« mtate of the Uniun upon the Prerident’'s Masssge,
.- the gentleman from Lilinois will be strictly io or-

der. - I have noapscial interest about the matter,

_mxoept that if the question ia to be opened te this
. general diseasrivn, [ am afraid the whole time will

bo taken up with iy, and the important sup
jeet connected with the bill iteelf overlocked.

Mr, Sherman : I will state that, as I under-
stand it, the debate may La is general upon this
bill in its present condition as vpon the Presi-
dent's Message. It is within the power of the
House; however, at any time, to mako the bill a
special order ; after which, dobate must be con-
fined atricily to the question under consideration,
If it be the pleasure of the Ivuse, 1 propose in
the course of sbout a wesk, to submit the motion
to the House,

The Ohairman: The chair supposes that general
debate is io order upon this bill, the Housa now
being in the Committee of the Whole on the
state of she Union, and oo special order pend-
iog,

Mr, Lovejoy: I was about to safwhen ioter-
rapted, that [ am aware that the practical guestion

v« presented to this Houss and to the country, is,

whether Slavery abali be extended bayoud ita pres-
limits; ns that is the ouly qoestion over which
they have exclusive jurisdiction. And if slavery
weare contented to remain restrioted, and fad ite
future whare it now is, we might perhaps furbear
this discussion. Bul when it is proposed to ex-
tend what is termed an institution—but which is
wot an inssitution ; which is simply s practico—ibe
qoestion naturally arises, what is the natore,what

~ " are the influences, and what are eloments of this

practice? and what will they prove to be if allow-
od expansion T I am aware that it has been stated
upon this floor that the morale of Slavery s set-
fled ; that its athics are no longer to be discussed;
that they were settied ages ago by the Stagirite
of Greece, and have boen reafirmod and reestab.
lished by 'the shsnticler Sulon of Ohio, in rhetorio
gorgoous ae suneet’s glow. We are told that where
slavery will pay, slaverywill go. Precisely upon
the same principle we might say that where rob-
Lery will pay, robbery will go; and where adi-
poss human flesh is cheaper thao that of beeves,
eannibalism will go, because it will pay, Birthan

‘robbery, than piracy, than polygamy, slaveholding

js worse—moro eriminal, more injurious to man,
and consequently more oftecsive to Gud. Blave.
holdiog hae been justly designated as the sum of
oll villning, Put every crime perpetrated smong
men into & moral eroeible, and dissolve and com-
bine them all, snd the resultant amalgam is elave-
bolding. It has the violence of rubbery.

A Member: You are joking,

Mr. Losejoy; No, sir; I am spesking in dead

* sarneety befure God, God's own troth, It bas the
. wiolence of raobbery. the blood and orvelty of pira-

8y¢'it bes the offensive and brutsl lusts of polyg-
amy,all combioed and concentrated in itsolf, with
sggrevatioos that neither one of these orimes ever
koow ov dresmed of. Now, Mr, Chairman, the
Justification of Blavery is placed, so far an I know,

. malely vpon these grounds ; The inferiority of the

enslaved race ; the fact that enslaviog men im-
parts Chrissianity snd oivili=siion to them ; and,
thirdiy,the guaranties of the Constitution. These
are the three main argoments pressoted to jostily
Blavery, aud consequently to justily its expansion.

¥ And, by the way, I bold that the extreme men,

&4 they are called, on this question, sre the ounly

‘men who bave b2 logio of it. I am right, or the

fre sators sre right. If Slavery Is right in Vir
ks, it de right in Kansas. If it is wrong io
Kaosas, it iv wrong everywhera, Now, 8ir, in re-
gard to the first polot—the inferiority of the en-

FU pluved vaoe. We mbay concede it ss a maiter of
SO0 fuet that i e foferior ; but does it follow, there-
7 fave, thist itls right to suslave & man simply be:

horrent dootrine, It would place the woak avery-
where at the mercy of the strong | it woanld place
the poor st ths mercy of the rich; it would
plnce those that are deficient in intellect at the

mant,

cause they are inferior ia this:
oripple, trip him up; if he isvld and weak, and

eanuoy strike back ; if idiotie, take advantage of

devils as well, and thore is no place in the uni-
verse outside the Five Points of hell and the Dem-
ooratie pyarty where the practice and prevalence of

ter.] IT the wtrong of the earth are to enslave the

mon, bacause they are superior; and archangels in
turn would be justified in subjectiog those who

ly it would transform Jehovah into an infinite
Juggernaut, rolling the huge wheaels of his Omnip-
oLen e ——

[Mr. Lovejoy hind advanced into the aras, and
oecupied the space fronting the Democratio beneh-
es.]

10 #it here and hear him ulter his treasonable and
insoltiog lsoguage ; but he shall not, Bir, come

our fases.

Mr. Farosworth, (Rep., 111) It is not for the
gentleman to say what is treason and what (s
not.

Mr. Potter, (Wisconein.) We listened to the
gentlemen upon the other side for eight weeks,
when they denounced the members upon this side
in violent and offensive language. W listaned to
them quietly, and beard them throogh, And now,

be what they may.

Mer. Pryor: The point J make is this —

The Chairman, (Mr, Washburo, Me ) The Chair
will receive oo motion and hear no gentleman
unless members resume their seats and order is
restored in the ball

Me. Cox, [Dem., Obio)) I rise to & point. Lin-
wist thas the gontleman from Illinois shall spesk
feom his eaat,

faces, and alking in the style be bas talked. Ile

nod rufianly maooer,

Mr. Putter: You are doing the same thing,

The Chairmsn: Geniemen will resume their
seats.

Mr, Cox : I the gentleman from Illinvis goes
on as ho has, & guardian will bave to be appointad
for him,

Mr. Barksdsle, (Dem, Miss.) (nddressing Mr,
Lovejoy) You shall not come upon this side of the
House.

Mr. Adrian, (A. L, Dem., N. J.) To avoid all
forther difficolty, I svggest to
man to speak from his seat. We sl
know him to be a mao of courage and that be oan-
not be intimidated,

Mr. Pryor: No oune wants to intimidate him.

Mr. Lovejoy : No one can intimidate me.

Mr. Adrein : I konow that, I soggesm to the
geotleman that he continue his speech from bhis
seat,

[Thirty or forty of the memhers from both sides
of the Mouse gathered in the ares about Mr. Love-
joy and Mr. Pryor, and there was inoreased con-
fusion. |

Mr. John Cochran, [Dem. N. Y.] I move that
the Committes rise, as it is the only way we ean
get rid of this disturbance.

they sball oot say it.

sido of the House.

He shall not, lot the consequence be what they
will. He must speak from Lis seat.

tag rise,
sonte,

his seat,

Mr, Washburn (Rep,, I1l.) Let the others be
seated, and lot my ecllengue proceed,

Mr. Posteri The geatleman from Illipois can
take oars of bimself without the assistanco of the
other side.

Mr. Kellog (Rep., I1l.) I say to the gentlemen
that my oulleage shall speak ; that ha is in order,
and will not commit a breoeh of the rales of the
flouse ; if bo does, I will be the frsé to rebuke
him ; but he shall have bis rights sccording to
the rules of the House, and Io nowiss shall they
be abridged or interfered with. e shall be heard
upon thi_o floor, sod st this time,

Mr, Brigge: Then lot him go upon his own
nide.

The Ohairman ; The Chair calls the Commitiee
to order ; aud if the gentlomen do mot some tv or-

der, Lo will call the speaker 1o the cbair snd re-

port the disorder;to the House.
Mr. Florenoe [Dem,, Pa.] I move that the Com*
mivies tine. It is impossible to quell the disturb-

anoe without dolng so,

The Chsirman: The Bpeaker will take the

Chair.

The Chairman [Mr. Wasbburn, Me.] vaeated

eause he is inforior 1 This, to my, is & most .b-[tho Ohair end the Speaker resumed it,

morcy of thowe that ars gified in ‘mentsl endows | siden.

The principle of enslaving buman beings be-'has it not !
Il s man is »

bowed with the weight of years, strike Lim,for bo| seatas,

bim: aod if a obild, deceive him. This, Sir, this| hearted scoundrel aod negro-stesling thief to take
in the doetrios of Demoorsats, nnd the dostrine of| bie seat.

sueh doatrines would not be a disgrace. [Laugh.!down I' 'Sit down I from all sides of the House. ]

wonk here, it would joetify angels in enelaviog|iake their seats,

Mr. Pryor, (Va.) ‘advancing from the Demo-
eratie side of the llouse toward the ares where and Jet order be enforeed,
Mr, Lovejoy stond) The gentieman (rom Ilinoie
| Mr. Lovejoy] sball not approsch this side of the! without distinetion.,
[guse, shaking his fists and talkiog in the way
bo has talked. It is bad enough to be compelled |area io front of the Speaker's chair, and resumed

Sir, this side shall be heard, lst the consequences man of the Committee will resume the chair,

Mr. Pryor: That is the poiot I muke. Lot the | the Committeo will take it.
gent’zman spenk from his sest, and say all under

the rales o is entitled to sy, but, Bir, he shall|announced that the gentlemsn from Illinois was
nof pome upon this side, shaking his fist in ouor|gntitled to the floor.

shall not come hers gesticulating in & meoacing | ate no rule of the House.

the gentle-| desk.

Mr. Pryor : I do not beliove that side of the
Houee can say where s member shall spesk, and

Mr. Singleton, [Dem,, Miss,] The gentleman|ing, when interrupted, that the principle npon
from Illinois shall not make that speech apon this|which slaveholding was sought to be justified in

Mer. Burouti(Dem. Ky.) There is s role of this|the universe, tranaform Jehovah, the Supreme,in-
House which requires each man to spesk from his| t v infinite Juggernaus, rolling the buge wheels
seat. The gentleman from Illincis was not io his|of his omnipotence, ankle-deep. smid the crushed,

soat when be was spesking. ko cannos, snd he|nnd mangled, and bleediog bodies of_ huoman be-
shall not oross this ball in & menacicg manner, |ioge [lsughter on the Domocratio side.] on the

Mr, Grow (Rep., Pa.) I move that the Commit-
The Ohairman : Geotlomen must resume their

Mr. Cox: Let ihe gentleman from Illinois take

The Speaker 1 The Chair calls the House to or

their seata,
Mr. Florence : Every one, vpon elther and all

Mr. Jobn Cochtsn ¢ The Commitee has rlsen ;

The Speaker 1 The Chair requests gentlemen i,
| rospoos the aothority of the Llcuss, and take their

Mr, Barkedale [Dém. Miss,] Order thay black
Mr. MoQueen [Dem., 8, 0] Wa will allow no-
body to come over from thet sideof the House and

bully us on this side. |Crien of ‘Sit down!' *Sit

The Speunker: The Obair desires gentlemen to

der, 1 desire gevtlemen of the Ilouss to take|in potin ordar. The gentlomon from llincis will
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The Chafriman : The gantlemen from Missiesippi

pl'bﬂ“ﬂo

My, Loveoy: It is afmply by this contaot with
free cammunities ; itis, as I said, from the feet
that Christian women went from Free States, and
that the Christian woman of Slave Siates—
who have oot the poor privilegs thut Sarah of old
had of seading the Hugars sud Ishmaels to the
wilderness--maintained their purity sod their
Christian chiaragtor, and their testimony sgaiost
the system that they were prevented from that ret-
rocession toward barbarism,

Saveral Mambers : That is what he sald before.

Mr. Lovejoy : Sir, if you step into the Sm'ih-
saninn Insthote, or ints the Patent OMoe, you will
find implewente of husbandry imported from Ja-
pao and Chine, showing jast abous the seme de:

Mr. Bocock [Dam., Va.] L, for one, will do s
with pleasurs, promptly, when the Speaker re-

are inferior in intulieet and position, and ultiuum-tquiru it. 1 only ask that averybody shail do so.

I think this whole matter can be seuled, il the
genileman speskiog and every other gentloman
will take his seat.

Mr. Burnett : I rise to & privileged question.

The Speaker : The Chair cannot recognize any-
body, until the geatlemen tnke their seats

Mr. Burnett : Then let everybody take his seat

The Spenker : Gentlemen will taka their seats,
Mombers gradually withdrew from the open

their seata, Order being at length restored.
Mr. Washbara of Maine (Chairman of the Com-

upon this side of te Houss shaking his flsts in|mittes,) snid—In the Commisee of the Whole on |

the atate of the Union, disorder arcse which pre-
vontad ihe transaction of business, and the Chair|
was compelled to eall che Speaker to the cbair,and |
to repurt the facte to the House.

Mr, Ely: I move that the Housedo now ad-
journ.

Mr. Washburn (Me.) The Chairman of the
Committes states that if order is likely to be pre-
werved so that proceedings can go on, the Chair-

Mr. Sherman : We are now in very good order,
and 1 thiok we had bewer procesd and give the
geotleman from Illincie an opportanity to finish
hia speech. I move that the House resclve itsell
into the Committee of the Whole on the siate of
the Univn, sod’ I hope every gentloman will keep
his seat.

The Speaker: O
Speaker will leavn

r baving Leen restored, the
o chair, aud the Chairman of

Mr. Wastburn, (Me.) resomed the ohair § and

Mr. Lovejoy : Mr. Chairman, I desire to viol-

Mr, Boyce [Dem., B, C.] The behave yoor
sell,

Mr. Lovejoy ¢ I wish to learn whether it is a
viglation of the rules to occupy this spuce in front
of the apeaker’s chair or any portion of it ? I so,
I will cheerfully yield ; if not, I claim the right
to choose my own position,

The Chairnan: The Chair understands that the
rules require that overy gentlemsn shall speak
from his seat.

Mr. Cartis, |[Rep., Iows.] Or from the Clerk's

Mr. Burpott : The gentleman has a right to do
that,

velopement in civilisation as the implements you
find un the plantations. Now, Sir, the truth is,
that the practice of slavebolding drags slavehol
ding communities furtber below the plane of the
Christian civilieation of the age, than the cizilisa-
tion which the Slavs receives olevates him above
the plano of heatheniam by Leing held in these
Christian communities. Sir, how do they Impart
eivilization and Christianity ¥ It is & strange
mode of Christianizing a race to turn them over
into bratiam without any legal marrisge.

Among the four million slaves in this couotry,
thero is not a single busband or wife, Thers ie
not & single bome or bLearthstone ammong these
four million, And you proposs to eivilize snd
Christinnize a people without giving them homes,
without allawing them the conjugal and parentsi
rolations, and without hariog thase relations, sane-
tioned and protected by law. Mr. Chairman, oo
community can make one step of progress in civili-
zing & race till you give them homes;tili you protect
the sanagtity of the home, ns we held it should be
protected in regard to theas Murmons on she plaios
ul Utab, Christinoizing them, Sir! Christinnizing
them by & new process. The Slave States have a
right to an exclusive patent for it. Takiog them
oud in the sight of 1ko church, as one was inkeo
put not long ago in the Stare of Tenoessee, by =
Presbyterian elder, and Juid down on his face on
the griond, bis hande and feet extended to their
utwoss teosion, and tied 1o pickets, and the Cos-
pel whipped into him with the broad wside of a
hand waw, dircolored whelks of sanctificetion be-
ing raleed between thoe teoth every time the Gospel
ngongy foll upon the naked and quiveriog flesh of
tho tortured conviet. |Laughter.]

A Demogratic member ; Did Le gt the Gospel
in. |Laughier.]

M Zduvejoy 1 Christinnized as a young girl wan
Christianiged in this oity since the aession of
Congress, by Yeiog whipped and sent io the gar-
rot, and found dead in the morping, with blood
ooxing from nose aud ears.

A Democratic Member: Where doees that au-
thority come from ?

Mr. Lovejoy : I donot know whether religions
rites were had or pot, 1 suppose eome Pro-Sia-
very priest was invited in to utter impious pray-
ers before God that the last flagellation wighe
have whinped in Chrietianity eoough to save her
precious and never dying soul. |Lavghter ] And
now, slarmed, a good black walou: coffin is made
and decornted wirth white rilibove and placed jnthe
hearse, followed by o hack vontaining, I presume,
the murderess : and my attention is called to the
cortege *Ses, Mr. Lovejoy, there is s slave fuper-
al! Is that t-eating them like brutes t Look in-

Mr. McClernand | Dem. Ill] Lot bim speak from |
the Clerk’s desk. |
Mr. Ashles [Rep., 0.] It Las been the Labit of |
gentlemen to come into the aisle and choose |heir|
own position.

Mr. Adryio: It ins very bad babit, and we
had better chauge it.

Mr. Chairman : The Chair is aware that such
has heen the gustom; Sus if the rule is insisted ou,
it in the duty of the Chair to enforoe it.

Mr. Adnan: [ hope it will be insisted on,

The Chairman : The gentleman f[rom Illinois
will speak from his seat.

Mr. Lovejoy: I have no seat.

Mr. Ashlay : Nor soy other member.

Mr. Lovejoy : (taking his place in the Clerk's
desk) resumed—AMr. Chairman, [ was about stat-

this country would, if earried out in the affairs of

ground that be was iofinitely euperior, and that
they were an inferior race.

Mr. Gartrell (Dem. Geo., in his seat) The man
is oracy.

Mr. Lovejoy;: The second ground vpon which
it ia attompted to joatify Slavery, or slaveholding,
Is, that it is & mods of imparting christianity and
civilisation to the slaves. Mr. Chairman, [ would
like to know how slaveholding communities can
imperi thas of which they are not ia the posses-
eion. The sruth is that the practice of slaveholding
bas & powerful sendency to drag communities back
to barbarism, It is notoally baving that effect up-
on the Slave States of this Union; and were it vot
for 1he Christian women that have gons from Free
Ststes and intermarried io the Slave Statos ; and
were it not for those noble women of the Slave
States, that preserve womanly purity aod Chbristi-
auiry, in spite of the unhappy io aences of slave
bolding, sha SlaveBtates to-déy would bo an fur
back in barbarism as the Siate of Mexico, It is
dimply from the infilirasion,

Me. Bisgleton (Dem, Miss.) I wish to koow if
the gentloman intenc s to cust any insinuation or
slur on ibe women of the Sveth, I want to know
that distinetly and emphaticslly ; becauss if he
does, I will hold bim personslly accountable for

is,
Several Members : Ob, no, He gives sll praise
to the women of the Bouth, He somplimenis

them,
Mr. Bingloton : I repeat, that if ke Intended to

women of the North st sheir expense, I will hold

| thie is horrid. I know it is horrid to bold men in

asperse Southern women, or to compliment the [sleveholding in Virgisia is vo more under ibe

to the coffin ! Look into the earringe!" You say

Slavery, 1 kuow it is horrid to doom four mil-
lion of human beings to the condition of chatiels,
to be held pro nuliis, pro mortuis, pro quadrupedia,
taken for no persons, for dead persons, for lour
footed beasta— mon as much eontitled to freedom
as youand L. Sir, the testimony of all religious
sovieties in the Slave States is, that the slaves are
still heathen, aod it is an uiter impossibility to
Christianize them and civilize them by this pro-
cess. The third point which is relied on to Jamtifly
slaveholding is, that it is constitutional—that it is
gunranteed by the Corstitution of the United
States, Now, Mr, Chairman, [ have heard it deo-
clared over snd over again that the Constitution
gusrantees Slavery. I deny it, ln no article, in
no #ection; in no line, inno word, syllable, can
there b any recoguition or sanction of buman sla-
vory found in the Coustitution of the United States.
It is not there, 1t alwaya recognizses buman be-
ings a8 persons, and never as property, It doee
not usa the word ‘elave’ or ‘slavery.’ Why, sir,
when 1 came up to take the osth ts support the
Consticution, s whispered buzs, ball in earnest
and Lalfjoculsr, passed around : ‘How can Love-
joy swear 10 support the Constitation ? How can
he iake the oath?' 1 could take the oath 1o sup-
port the Constitution, beeause I believe in the
Constitution, beosuse I hold to iy, because my hesrt
ia loyal toit. Every partand parcel and portivn
of it [ beliove fo; Lot I do wot Lelieve in the con-
struclion put opon it by those who clsim i recog-
nition snd sanotion of the praciice of slavehold:
ing.

Mr, Barksdale, (Dom. Miss.): No, Bir; you
stand there to-duy an infamous, perjured villain.
[Calls to order.]

Mr. Ashmore (Dem. 8, C.): Yoo, hois & per-
jured villain; and he perjures himeelf every hoor
be occupies a weat on this floor. [Renewed calls
to order. ]

Mr. Siogleton (Dew, Miss.): Aod a negro
into the bargain,

Mr. Lovejoy : T swore to support the Conslitu-
tion, beesuso I believe in it. [ do not believe in
their conutruotion of it, Itis as well known as
any bistorioal faot osr be known, that be framers
of sho Quossimation so worded it as that it sbould
pever recoguise the idea of slave property, from
the begioning to the ending of it. Bat the advo-
cates of slavery have afirm:d a rirapge dooirine
in rogard (o the, Copstitation. They thimk that
beenuse I swore to support the Constitation, I
swore 4o support the practice of slaveholding. Sir,

control and guaranies of the Coostitution, than
slavory io Cubs or Brasil, or any other part of the

world, is voder the contrel or guarantes of ithe
Constitation—not one pariicle,
Mr, McClernand (Dem. 111.): T wish to sk the
gontlomnn whether he hae always beld that the
Oonstitution deserved to be eustnined aud nocepted
~whethar, at any time of Lis life, he held that the
Constitution eught to be trodden ander foos?
Mr. Lovejuy: Never, Si.; never. [ always de
fended it, sud always will, whetbher it be against
the Democrats who perverd it, or the Disucioniste
who trample on it I
Mr. MoCleroand : If the geatleman says he]
oever suid so, [ am pot prepared to contradict
him, for I know nothing, personally, sbout itj but |
I bad understood that the gentleman onoe uttered |
this languege : that "the Conetitution was & piecs |
of retsen parchment thay ought w be trodden uwo-
der foos.”
Mr, Lovejoy 1 Yes; that wae thrown In my (ace
onoe befors here, and I denied it. It never had
the least foundation in truth, 1 always defended
the Conmtitation, beonusa it was for Liberty. It
wan ordained by the people of the United Stater,
not by & suporannusted old mummy of 8 Judge—
and a Jesvit at that—=but by ste people of the
United States, to establish justice, secure the bles-
singe of Liberty for themselves and their poster-
ity, and to secure the natural rights of every hu-
man beiog within its exclusive jurisdioiion.
Therefore I love it, These men can conceive noth-
ing in the Constitution buy Blavery. A young
wan leads a blushiog bride to the altar, sud takes
the maritial yow before God and attendant witnes.
sos, to love, cherish, and protect her. There she
«tands—the divinest thing that God bas feshioned
aod placed upon earth—radinnt in the besuty of
youth; her check glowing with the color of the
rase, which expands and fades away joto that of
tbe lily; her oyes eparkling like the stars from the
depths of blue, sod ber tressen fulliog around her
neok like the locks of the moroing, Is the mole
on thet lair round neck, or the wart on that plump,
soft band, roe womay whom the bridegroom
awore to love and chetinh? 8o thare in the Con-
stitution—instinel with [reedom, radiant with the
pringiplea of aniveraal liberty, seizing the inspired
uttarasnces of our Magna Charta, and reducing
them to practical snd organic realization. Now,
Sir, I insist that il the clauses that are deemed to
rafer to the subject of Slavery mean all that the
wildest entbusinst cleime them to mean, they
bear no other relation or propostion to the Consti-
rution which I swear to support, than the exores-
gence on the band or neck does to the woman
whom the bridegroom awors to love and cherish.
He loves her not for these thiogs, but in epite of
them, But you will say the woman had a right

I conoede it; and as & Federal law-maker, I con-
cede that the States have the right to sport this
lungus of Slavery, because it is beyond my reach.
Buy time rolls away. Tbie youthful pair have
years of middle mge upon them, Olive plants
have sprung up around the parent stem, The
woman bas gone mad. She gloats over the ex-
arescence which has spread and cevers her entire
hand. She exclaims *llusband, this is a dear
sweel darling, » real love of & wart, and I want to
ingralt ivon the hands of all our daughters, 1
had it when I was marcied; you vowed to protect
me, and I elaim the right to transfer itto all 1he
children, If you do not, I will go to Indiana aud
get adivorce, 1 will dissolve tho union between
us.’ The husbond, calm and firm, replies, "“’i
dear, I bave indulged you in this whim about

your hand, because I took you for better or for|
worge, and I thought it one of your individual!
rights, which 1 was not at liberty to disturb, But
if you propose to transfer this defuramity to the
daughters, I say distinetly and decidedly, i can-|
not be done. This is my prerogative, and I must
exercise it.' 8o I say to tha Slavery Propagan-
dists who desire to sransplant Slavery to the 'I'!r-|
ritories, and thua fasten it upon the daughters of
the Republio, 'My dears, it caonoct be done” I
sny, therefore, Mr. Chairman, thst there in mo
juntification for the practice of slaveholding, from
the fact that the eoslaved race, are an
inferior raee, mno justification, from the
pretended fact t'at it imparte Christiani.
ty and civilization to them; and nono intha guar-
anties of the Constitution, Now, there are some
Christian men on the other side of the House; 1
want to pat it to them in all candor—for while 1
intend to speak of slaveholding with as severe
reprobation ss I possibly can, I do pot intend 1o
offend any individusl personally—1 waot to know |
of you, Christisu gentlemen, how you are going
to Christainize men when you do not give thmn1

homen 1
A Member : Give them what ?

Mr, Lovejoy: Homes, and a legal sanction to
the conjogal and parental rela‘iovs. How are
you going to Christianize men whom you torn |
out ta herd together like the buflaloes that roam |
upon the Westarn prairies ! You eannot do it |
It msy be asked, Sir, when 1 confess that 1 have|
no control over this matter, why discuss it? why |
falk about it 7 l

Me. Singleton (Dem, Mise.): I want to koow
if the gentleman gives bomes—

Mr, Lovejoy: I must dooline to yiell to the

gentleman, '
Mr, Singleton: I want to anawer the gontleman’s

question by ssking him snother. I wani to know
if bo givea homes to the negroes he earries [rom
the South to Caoada and other pluces !

A Member: The negroes bis stenls !

The Chairman : The gentleman from Mississip-|

pi is mot i order,
Mr. Barksdale (Dem, Miss.): T hope my eol

lesgue will hold no parley with that perjured ne-

gro thief.
Mr, Lovejoy: It in asked why discass this

quostion ! Why tallkk about it, when it is confess-
ed that we have no consiitational power to lagis-
Iato upoe is? I will tell you, My, Chairmso. It
will be recollected that Mr, Webater onoe maid,
when speakiog of the threatened interposition of
Rossis to snatch Kossuth fsom the protestion of
Turkey, for the purposs of sacrificing him on the
altar of despotism ; *“'Gentlemen, there is some:
thiog on earth groater than arbitary or despotio
power, The lightning bas ita power, sod the
whirlwind bas its power, and the esrthquake has

"bim socountable for it.
]

its power : but there is tomething among wen

—
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more cupable of sbaking despotic thrones tham
lightoing, whirlwind, or eartbquake; and that is
the ezcited and aroosed indigoation of the whole
oiviliced world,”
“The Avon to the Severn rons;
The Severn Lo the ven
And Wickliffla's dust shall spread abroad
Wide as the waters be,”
To cuntinue the quotation with a different ap-

plicatlon and a slight variation of the langosge, I

sny, gentlemon, if the Llood of innocons men is
taken Ly an abeolute, unqualified, wonjurtifiable
violation of natural law, what will it appease,
what will it pacify? It will mingle with the
earth; It will miz with the waters of the ocean, the
whole civilieed world will snuff it it in the air, and
it will retnrn with awfal retribotion on the heads
of those violaters of natural law and oniversal jus
tice. 1 csnnot say when, or in what form, bul
depand upon iy, il such ncte take place, then Sla-
very must lovk out for the ecomsequences. Sir,
before the public sentimans of the Christian and
vivilised world I propose to hold up to eniversal
reprobation this practive of sluvebulding, 1 pro-
pose to hold it vp in all ite atrocity, in all i
hideourness, just as geutlemen bave been hold-
ing up the priotics of pulygamy, and reprobating
it; and, Sir, that public sentiment of the civilised
world will burs upon this pracuce of Slavery, and
oltimately wecure its removal in the only proper
way—by the action of the Slave Siates themeelves,
Thet in why I discuss it Mr. Chairman, my time
in pussing away, and I must hasten on. I want to
come to a few thiogs that bave been under
« iscussion during the iochoste condition of the
[louse, while this Hall was echoing with ululations
that woald have drowned the lupine chorus of the
Alps, of Helper, and Jobn Brown and incendiar-
ism, the torch of the incendlary, sod the knife o
the assasein: One geoileman from Virgioin atood
up in his place, and wanted to know where thers
wat & man who would inderse the Helper Book.
He wanted suzh & man i cbers was ooe here, lo
stand up, that be might Jook wvpom the traitor.
M:, Chairman, I, for one signed the paper reo-
ommendiog the circulation of the Helper book, |
sigoed it intelligently. I wae npeither engrossed
nor abstraoted, I did it because | wanted to do
it; and now, il the geotleman waats to look upon
that kind of o traitor, s1e, me, adsum gui feel, in
me¢ convertite telum; I did ie. I will sign a recom.
mendation for the circalation of any book that I
choose, without asking permission of the gentlemusn
from Missouri [ Mr. Clark], of any other gentleman
in the howse or out of the Louvee. 1 will sigo s
paper recommending the eirculation of the Bille
or the Korau, Yourg's Night Thoughts, or Toam

or Tom Paine’s Age of Reason, jost as I please,
I olaim the privilege, as an American oitizen, of
writing my name snd rec.mmending the circuls-
tion of any sod every book, without being held
amenable to gentlomen upon this floor, or any-
whore elne, That is my anewer in regard to i,
I bnve more than that to say. [ say nothing

sbout some points in the book. I have no doubs

that there is considerable bombast and fustian and
viclence of laoguage in it, becavee the author
was educated in a Slave Siate, and the rhetorie
which comes from that quarter is apt to have these

chinracteristion. |[Laugbiler.] But the philosophy

—the gist of the book—is what T It is the ad,

|dress of a cititen of aSlave State to his fellow-citi.

zens in yegard 1o the subject of Slavery, recom-
mending in substance the orgavization of & Repub.
lican party in North Caroling and io s!l the other
Slare States. I hope to see that done; and I ex-
pect to wee it done before very long. Yuu may
kill Cassius M. Clay, as you threaten to do; buy
‘the blood of the mariyre is the seed of the
church.” You may shed his Llood, as you sbed
the blood of my brother on the bauks of the Mis
sinsippl twenty yeurs ago; and what then? 1 am
here to-day, thank God, to vindicate the prinei-
ples baptised in biv bluod. You way shed bis
blood; and what then ! A Republicao party will
spring up in Kentucky and io a!l the Slave States
ere long, and these Disunioniste and geantlemen
who you see so violent now will be displaced by
more moderate, and—if may say s0o without being
offensive —more sensible men. [ believe in that
deotrine. 1do not indurse every expression in
the Helper book, for I bave not studied every ox-
presrion; but the philosopby of the book, the ides
of organizing & party in the Slave Siates as
aguines Slavery, I am in favor of, and I expeet 1o
see it wocomplished. What is the objection to the
book ! The otjection is that n citizsen of the
United Siates, an Amerioan citisen,addressed him-
self to bhis fellow-citizens, in & peaceful way,
through the press, and for this you find feult with
bim and say that be must be banged, and thas
any man who signed & recommendation for the
eirculation of his book is s ‘blightiog, blasting,
burniog, withering curse,” and must not occupy
that chair. [ want to know if it has come to this?
Ilas not an American citizsen 8 right to speak 0
sn American citizen ! 1 wand the right of wotter-
ing what I say bere in Richmood. 1 claim the
right to say what I say here in Charleston,

Mr. Bonbam, (Dem, 8. C) : You bad better
try it

Mr, Lovejoy: Yeasir. ] am going to invoke
the aid of the General Governmant to proteot me,
as an Amerioan ditizen, in my rights as an Amer.
ienn citisen. Ican go to Eogland 1o-dey, and in
London, or anywhere slse, discuss the question of
Church and State ; I can discuss the question of
a monarchial governmens as compared with a Re-
publican form of Guvernment. I enn do this soy-
where in England, but 1 ecannot go into & Blave
State and open my lips in regard to tbe guestion
of Blavery—

Mr, Martin, (Dem. Va.): No; we woald hang
yoo higher thau Haman,

Mr, Lovejoy: 1 cannot go to & Slave Siate
and uller my soutiments to frée oitisens, like my-
self,

Mr. Miles, (Dom. 8. C.): Can you go b Eog
land and incite the laboring :.huu w 7“« the

tooracy, of (o assassivate the Queen
“i;;-. ; I have no desire to, wor have I
urm-n& thiogs soywhers eles;
but | do clelm the right of discaming this questios




