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She xa\"t: him a cheery greeting as
she passed, which Denrdor! returned
with stiff embarrassment. Women al
ways embarrassed him, which fact had
been construed luto o dislike of the
sex, thus uccounting for his Lachelor-
bood.

No one would have belleved that he
lounged on the versnda solely that he
might watelh ber the street.
Much less would suy one have lmug
lned that every time he looked into her
candid wowauly eyes his lonely, un
mated man soul clumorsd for the home
aud companlonship he saw  thereln.
He had ot learned that this kiugdom
In woman's eyes Is disceruible only to
the king to whom It 5 given to Pussess
If he will. Therefore the lttle wusie
tedcher with the bloom of youth e
bind bher was to bim most desicalile in

dow i

BUCH

COUNTEMPLATION
LOT IN LIFE ALLOWEID.

WAN ALL THEIR
the eyes of all men, and he was not
surprised, only sturtlind to the stopping
of hls beart, ut what he overbeard from
# couple of youug wen bhehind b,
“Bhe will mnke him n sweet little
wife—the lucky dog!” one exeluhmed,
“The sweetest In the world,” the
other assented. “Awd there's nothing
for the rest of us but hunting wedding

presents.  Come on”
They went thelr way, anpd with
strangely blurred vision he stmmbled

up the stalrs und through the gloom
of the hull to his rooms nt the end.

we a0 not all put away childish
things with years,” she sald whea they
were oufside. “I love the wee things
yet, und some time'—she amiled den-
antly—"some time when 1 can and oot
feel Ita wicked extravagauce, | am go-
Ing to have my childish beart's desire.
I am so sure that you will not laugh
at me that 1 will lovite you In to my
first tes party.”

He thanked her gravely, understand-
ing and sympathizing entirely. Did he
not carry In his pocket a wonderful
carnellan “taw" In wmetiory of the un-
gratified longing of the boy he used to
be? He had bheen walting for the
Christinas opportunity to gratify her
Innocent desire, revellng In Imagina-
tion In the Iotimaey of bher promised
bospitality. Now he lnd put away his
dny dresam with a slgh and extingulsh-
ed a dim bope that had gllimmered fee-
bly.

But it remained thut be must make
the wedding preseut, and finally, belug
confident of her perfect sincerity, he
Ignored obtruding doubts as to appro-
pristeness uud procured a fairylike tea
set worthy the possession of n princess,
which, belng uunequal to presenting it
personally, he left nt her door with bis
card one evenlug, Just eacaping ber ay
she came up the stalrs,

And then, when It was done, he for
the first time consldersd his offering
from the probable viewpoint of the
prospective bridegroom und her friends,
and the utter absurdity of It over-
whelmed bim.  With shame he decided
that ufter such a plece of Idlocy there
was uothlng for him bt flght, sod he
was tossing things Lelter skelter Into
his sult case when he heard her cross-
log the hall

He looked about desperately for a
wiy of escape, then dengged himself
unwilllngly to the doar at her rap.

“I hnve only thls mowent realized
how preposterows my uufortunate ge-
lection Is for a wedding present” he
stammered abjectly ns she entered.

“Oh!" The glow on her face faded,
“How stupld of wme! 1 ought to have
known there was a mistake, and 1
have opened the box." She set It upon
the table.

He shook his head dismally. “There
Is no wistake. 1 beg your pardon, 1
—I"

“But there must be a wistake! They
left the puckage at wy door,” she sald,
a little sharply.

“1 left It myself. 1 meant it for a
wedding present, but I see how"—
Hig volee falled agaiv

She regarded his woebegone face
lotently for a moment. “Very well, 1
will tike §t down.” Her cheeks were
glowlug and ber eyes sparkling with
wischlef, “When I found the package
I thought you hnd somelow discover-
ed thut today {s my birthday aud had
kKindly remembered my childlsh long-
Ing, but if It 1s & wedding present It
must go to Miss Bessle, who is soon
to be married.”

He sut down heavily and stared at
her

“You see, one must be married to
recelve 8 weddlug present,” she ex-
plalned demurely, ber color flaming

Huee door wuas opposite, and s he

fumbled with his key he glanced under his guze,

across rurtively with an odd sense of 4he tdogle suddenly straightened,
gullt for the accustomed thrill that | De sprang up. “Yes" he assented, still
shook Nim. It was as If she were nl- | }00king lnto ber eyes, where by a

ready the wife of nnother, and, closlug
his door with emphuasis, he turned on
the light and set about packing lLls
minerdals, telling blmself that he would
wove lonuediately — that  there wus
nelther sense nor renson in hls stay-
Ing In this dingy place where hlg poy-
erty, long a thing of the past, had at
first stranded biw; no reason, except
that, catlike, hie clung to the place as

home, and -yes, he woulil ackoowl
edge It—Dbecause she was there, He
frowned sud essayed o nonclalant

whistle when he canught hlinself, as
usual, strafolog his enrs for the soumd
of Ler footsteps. It was time that he

went., !

But subsequent reflectlon persunded
him that his depurture at this juncture
might be counected with her marrlage
and execlte comment. He felt that he
must remaln untll the “lueky dog” had
carrled her awny, wnd—he blughed
painfully ut the thought—he must pro-
cure the Inevitable wedding present If
he would not e consplenons,

Then followed strenuous days and
sleepless nights of valn endeavor to de-
cide upon somethlog, with bitter revil-
ing of the custom which forbade lis
presenting her with a goodly check In
leu of un article which would proba-
bly be but an unweleome dupllicate.
He hunted the shops amd stores, con-
fuslog himeelf uselessly with the mul
titude and varlety of thelr wares, He
grew thin and heavy eyed under the
burden, therehy nrousing in her un
anxlous golicltude he wus too abyorbed
to percelve. In despalr he songht ad-
vice of the ottice Loy,

“Blilly," he asked thut versutile young
person, “what wonld you give to a lady
for a wedding present ¥

“Aw, that's ensy! Something she'd
ltke, of course,” Billy sald alrlly. Then
bhe explaiped: “l wean, sir, something
you've bheard her suy she'd like, That's
the only klod o present worth having,
only folks won't glve ‘em.  I've tried
it, a-hinting and a-binting what 1 waut
Christmuses and birthdnys, and 1 al
ways get some oll thing 1 wouldn't
take If T could help 11" Billy sniffed,

That seemed an cminently sensible
suggestlon to Deardorf, aud he pre-
sented a grateful dollar to Billy for the
1dea, realizing when he came to make
application of It thut the only ohject of
which he had any knowledge concern-
Ing ber desires wus undonbtedly ques:
Houable regarded as n wedding pres-
ent. Btill, according to Billy's decislon,
it would be n pleasure to hor.

He had one day chauced upon her
dtanding lwhlug twa little girls who
were eogrossed’ in the contemplation of
&n entrancing toy ten set In a shop
window. It was obvious that sneh con-
templation was all their lot In life al-
lowed, and abe was fingerlug ber slim
purse doubtfully, with molst eyes.

“I was wondering It I might not give
it to them for the suke of a lonely lit-
tle girl whose oue desire In life was n
valn louging for o tiny ten set,” she
sald as he stopped.

“Let me," be begged, expanding un-
der the lutluence of Lher lmpulsive con-
fidence.

After some |nsistence she ylelded.
They took the amazed children Inside,
and she examined nnd extolled each
small article with a delight that egual-
el theirs.

daver .

tlash of Inspiration he had seen his
klngdom, hlmselt crowuned king, He
plunged forward across the table and
selzed her hands, asserting boldly, “It
I8 8 wedding present-your wedding
present, Alma, dear, for yon are golug
to be married lmmediately.”

For unswer she inurmured tearfully
wnd happlly, “Oh, Morrls, we will have
tea In the durllng lttle cups our flrst
evenlng at home!"

Ripened Romance.

On the oceuslon of the nlnetleth
birthday of Dir. Martinean, who preach-
ed In Liverpool fuor many years, Sl
Henry Roscoe, the English chemist,
copgratulated him on attainiug such a
fAne old age. The distingulshed clergy-
man sald that Le had been overwbelm-
ed with congratulutions and that he
wias working thirough the letters he had
received.

“By degrees,” he sald, “1 sball an-
awer them all.

"Oune of the most remarkable,” Dr.
Martinenn continved, “was from a
lady, the only person who addressed
me us ‘Dear Jumes" | had not seen her
since we were boy and girl together In
Norwleh, She I8 oue of the daughters
of Dr. ltighy In that clty. My friends
used to joke mie ns a young wan about
Miss Jane Rigby, and 1 received thelr
ehaff plensautly. 1 believed her long
sloce dead; and now comes this letter
to remind e of her existeuce and her
friendly recollectlon of me,"

The old minister paused an lustant,
then added, with a tremulous smile,
“Bhe s now also ln ber ninetieth year.”

The Magic Glass.

Pour water into a wineglass un-
til it is nearly full and place the
palm of your hand squarely over
the mouth of (he gluss, taking care

W

to bend your fingers at a right an-
g'le, as shewn in the lower illustra-
tion,

Still holding your hand firmly
upon the glass, stretch out your
fingers suddenly in a horizontal po-
sition, and this will produce a par-
tial vacuum under the palm, which
will permit you to lift the glass

from the table.—Chicago News.

A CLEVER PICKPOCKET.

He Was a Russian and Alarmed and
Surprised a Grand Duke.

One day at the Jdinner table of a
Russian grand duke a French ambas-
sador extolled the dexterity of his
fellow countrymen, ss exemplified,
amoug other things, in the clever-
ness of the Paris pickpockets,

*“I should not wonder if the 8t
Petersburg pickpockets could give
them a start,” rephied the grand
duke. And, seeing an incredulous
smile play around the features of
the ambassador, he added, = Will you
bet that before we rise from the ta-
ble yvour watch or some other valua-
ble will not be taken from your per-
son ?”

The ambassador secepted the
wager for the fun of the thing, and
the grand duke telephoned io the
chief constable, asking him to send
at once the cleverest pickpocket he
could lay his hands on. The latter
was to receive the full value of ev-
ery article he managed to “annex”
and be allowed to go unpunished,

The man came and wus put into
hivery and told to wait at the table
along with the other servants. The
grand duke told him to give him a
sign as soon us he had accomplished
the trick. But he had fo wait @
long time, for the umbassador,
whose watch was the article to be
experimented upon, slways kept on
the alert and even held his hand to
his fob when conversing with the
most distinguished guests at the ta-
ble. At last the grand duke receiv-
ed the preconcerted signal.  He at
once l'i.'lillc.-itwl the ambassador to
tell him the time. The latter tri-
umphantly put his hand to his pock
et apd drew forth a potato instead
of his watch! There was a general
burst of laughter, in which the am-
bassador himsell joined, though
with & wry face, for he was unmis-
takably annoyed. To conceal his
feelings he would take a pinch of
snuff—his snyffbox was gone! Then
he missed the seal ring from his
finger and lastly the gold toothpick
which he always carried about with
him in a little case. Amid the hilari-
ty of the guests the sham lackey
was requested to restore the articles,
but the grand duke’s merriment
was changed into alarm and surprise
when the thief produced two
watches, two rings, two snutTboxes,
ete. His imperial highness made
the discowry that he himself had
been robbed at the same time.—
Neue Blatt.

Egyptian Geometry,

The Ahmes papyrus doubtless rep-
resents the most advanced attain-
ments of the Egyptians in arithme-
tic and geometry, 1f 18 remarkable
that they should have reached so
great proficiency in mathematics at
g0 remole a period of antiquity,
But strange indeed is the fact that
during the next 2,000 years they
should have made no progress what-
soever in it. All the knowledge of
geometry which they possessed
when Greek scholars visited them,
six centuries B, (., was doubtless
known to them 2,000 years earlier,
when they built those stupendous
and gigantic structures, the pyra-
mids. An explanation for this stag-
nation of learning has been sought
in the fact that their early discov-
eries in mathematics and 1edicine
had the misfortune of heing enter-
ed upon their sucred books and that
in after ages it was considered lie-
retical 1o augment or wodify any-
thing therein. Thus the books
themselves closed the gates to prog-
ress, — “History of Mathematics,”
Cajori.

The Stinger Stung.

It was at un Indiana hotel of
some pretentiousness. A traveling
man had had his order filled, With
the meat and vegetables and other
materinl was one tea biscuit. Look-
ing with what he considerced great
roguishness at the waitress, he suid:

“Say, sister, do you know that
that one biscuit looks to me as if it
were awfully lonesome in here all by
itself #”

“Very well,” replied the girl,
without the twitch of a facial mus-
cle, “I’ll take it back into the kiteh-
en with the others then.”

And to this day that traveling
man doesn’t know Whether he fool-
ed the dumbest girl on earth or was
outwitted by the keenest one.-—
Chicago News.

He Probably Guessed It.

“No, I don't want it cut, and I
don’t want it trimmed,” snarled
the shaggy haired young man, seat-
ing himself in the chair and glar-
ing savagely at the barber, “and
I’'m not & football player or a pian-
ist, and I haven't taken any vow not
to have it cut. Perhaps that will
save you the trouble of asking ques-
tions, All I want is a shave.”

“Yes, sir.”

The barber worked in silence for
ten minutes,

“l have a brother,” he remarked
at last, “that’s got a head shaped
just like yours. He has to wear his
air the same way.”

Bt I
A Weak Heart.
“They tell me Bad Bill's dead,” sald

Alksll 1ke. “Is that right”

“Bure,”" replled Cactus Cal; “shot
plumb through the heart.”

“Well, I ain't surprised then, His

lieart niways was weak."—Phlladelphia
Press.

The World's First Story,
It Is probable that the first story In
the world was a glost story.—London
Telograph,

A BASEBALL STORY.

The Pictures of a Pitcher That Were
on Exhibition.

Dad Clark, once a pitcher of the
New York club, who was perhaps
the most unconscious hamorist the
game has ever known. could
made to believe the talloct story
ever told, provided the toller kepl
¢ serious fuce, and this sublime faith
of Clark’s caused him to be “stung”
on many occasions

One of the most
wherein Dad got “stung” luppened
one morning when that genial soul
and prince of good lellows, Marke
Wilson, the New York catehor at
that time, came hurriedly into the
clubhouse  just when the fellows
were preparing to don their haselull
clothes for morning practice and
excitedly exclaimed :

*Say, men, what do vou think?
As 1 came to the park this morning
1 walked by Siegel, Conper & Co.’s
place and saw a big crowd gathered
about their largest show window.

“Getting ecurious myself, 1 went
up to see what the trouble was, and
what do vou imagine caused the
street to become blockaded* Why,
nothing more than this—they have
the entire window filled with canned
goods, and on each can is the pie-
ture of Dad Clark!” shouted Parke.

“What!” shrieked Dad as he be-
gan pulling on his street clothes.
“Me picter on cans in Siegel-Coop-
er’s window? Now, vou fat heads,
see whose de popular guy of dis
punk outfit! I'm de little boy who's
fillin® up dis park every day, an’'
I'm goin’ ter strike for a t'ousand
dollar raise in me salary right away.
Me picter on cans in Siegel-(fooper’s
window! If de folks ut home could
only see me now!”

All during this spiel Dad was
hustling on his duds, and the mo-
ment he got the last garment fas-
tened he tore out of the clubhouse
and raced for dear life toward Sie-
gel & Cooper’s big store,

Ile arrived there all right, and,
rushing up to the window, he saw
the cans, just as Parke Wilson said
they could be found, and on the
front of each can was the picture
of a great fat red lobster'—Du-
Juth Herald.
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notublie cases

Stole His Own Grip.

A man was arrested the other day
for stealing his own grip off an ex-
Press wagon,

“It was a game that he had work-
ed with success on local expressnien
for several years,” suid the man who
had been instrumental in bringing
about the trickster’s downfall. “He
moved Trequently aud always after
dark. Invariably, when the trinks
had been piled high into the wWagol,
the schemer appeared with a suit
case which he wished hauled, just
as o matter of acconunodation. The
unsuspecting driver obligingly ne-
cepted  the extra  bundle, which
somehow was alwiys missing at the
other end of the line. Later the
owner of the urip appeared and
raised no end of a row over its loss,
He claimed that it contained some
valuable goods, for which he de-
manded compedsation.  The dam-
uges claimed were excessive, but in
all coses the expressman rather
thun have any trouble compromised
for an amount that fully paid the
man for any risk incurred in steal-
ing from himsell.” — New York
Post,

The Evolution of the “Dall”

A relic of the old days, probably
not much more than two centuries
ago, before little girls began to call
their toy babies “dolls” instead of
“puppets” or “poppets,” is to be
found in “prefty poppet,” a term of
endearment sull sometimes heard.
No doubt “popsy wopsy” is simply
an improved yersion of this. “Pup-
pet” is descended, of course, from
the French “poupee” and the Lat-
i “pupa,” a little girl or doll, from
both of which Lave come other Eng-
lish words. “Poupee” has given ug
“puppy,” so called because the tiny
dog was uuturally petted as a play-
thing, and the Latin word survives
in the sense of a chrysalis and has
a descendynt in the “pupil” of the
eye, the “baby” that any one may
see teflected in it.—London Chron-
icle.

Changing the Topaxz.

Pink topazes and white sapphires
ure imitated to perfection and pass-
ed off successfully as the genuine
stones. The wuounts paid for some
of them are considerable, varying
according to size and quality. These
stones are imitated by the aid of
heat and require very careful ma-
nipulation. The pink topaz is made
by heating u yellow topuz, which is
not of great value, to a certain tem-
perature, when it gradually turns
to a very pleusing pink or delicate
rose color. 'The Saxon topaz and a
very pale sapphire can be made per-
fectly white, s0 83 to resemble dia-
monds, but are more often passed
off as a white sapphire, which is
also of much value. A Brazilian to-
paz by the same wethod can be
made to imitute a very fine ruby,

———e il a—

*Regular as the Sun”’

is an expression as old as the
race. No doubt the rising and
setting of the sun is the most
regular performance in the uni-
verse, unless it js the action of
the liver and bowels when regu-
lated with Dr, King’s New Life
pills. Guaranteed by Wm. Kipp’s
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