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THE NEW-BORN YEAR.
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By his lowly couch we met,
Bringing ivy-leaves, and trymg
‘Some with smiles and some with sighing
To remember—or forget

Now the nursling year 1s waking,
And we gaze nlo his eyes.
Heedless of his sire 5 forsaking,
In his cradle he 1s taking
Cilts from earth and sea and skieq

A
l.‘l'x)
Dawn of gold and sunset gleaming, @z s
April eve and Junctide morn, :::.{0’
. =2
Things of truth and not of seeming, t;\;@
These have glomfied s dreaming, L':-'F’
[t
He the heir, the newly born, t-’«;‘
] A8
O -:'
In lis tiny grasp he treasures (--f,?,
i\
Riches that may soon be ours— t:ﬁy
. 4]
Sunhght gold in briroming measures, f'f)
Menaow ragrances and pleasures, @ 'y
h

Honeyed wine distilied of flowers.

Soon the child will frolic hightly
O’er his fathers grass-green grave;
Day shall be his playmate bpightly,
And his sleep be sweetened mightly
By the songs of wind and wave.
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the year lay dying?’

Artur L Saumon.
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The Widow Discusses Them

By HELEN ROWLAND With the Bachelor.
| 4
WSN'T it hard, said the [ from going back and proposing to
wldow, glanciag ruefully | her!™
at  the  holly-wrenthed “How lueky you did!™ eommented

clock on the manteljlece,
to know where to besin
reforming  voursel 7"

“Great  heaveps!™  exe-
cliimed the  bachelor,
“¥ou are nol going w do
anything like that, are

von ™

The widow pointed sol
the hands of the clock,
indicated 11:30, and then to
the calendar, on which hang one Hut-
tering leaf marked December 31,

It is me,” ghe sighed, “to boegin
miental houwse-cleaning: o sweep ot
our collectton of last yeur s follics and
dust off our petty sins awd Ging away
wur old vices and—"

That's the touble!™ broke fn Lhe
bBachelor.  “IUs so hard (o know fust
what to throw away and whai (o keep,
Mpking New Year's resolutions is ke
doing  the spring  boasecluning  or
clearing out a drawer [ull of uld let-

ers and sentimental rabbish,. You
know that there are lots of things
youw ought to get rid of, and that are
st in the way, and that vou wonld
hee betier off without, but the minute
you make up yvour mind to pact with
mnvthing, even a toy, 1nsigniticant
vice, it suddenly becomes so deser and
alfrnetive that you repent and begin
0 [ake o new interest in It The only
fime [ ever had o be taken home in
a eab was the day after | promised to
slgn the pledge)” and the bachelor
sighed reminiscently,

‘And the only time | ever overdrew
my bank accounnt,” declared the wid-
aw, “was the day aflter | had resolved
tn pconomize. 1 suppose,” she added
pensively, “(hat the best way to begin
wonld be to pick out the worst vice
sand discard that”

And that will leave heaps of room
for the others and for a lot of yew lit-
tle sinsg, beslde, won't it?" agreed the
bachelor cheerfully. “Well," he added
philosophically, “I'll give up murder-

aomnly  to
which

rl"%"

Vhat!™ the widow started.

- “Don’t yon want me to?" asked the
hachelor plaintively, rubblng his bald
spol. "Or perhaps I might resalve oot
o eommit bighway robbery any mote
or to stop forging or—"

“‘All of which is so casy!"™ broke in
ihe widow sarcastically.

“There'd be some glory and some
rveason in giving up a big vice,” sigh-
el the bachelor, “if a fellow had one.
But the trouble is that most of us men
haven't any big criminal tendencies,
merely a heap of little follies and
weaknesses that there lsp't any par-
efcular virtue in sacrificing or any
particular harm in keeping.”

“And which yon always do keep, in
apite of all your New Year's vows"”
remarked the widow ironically,

“Huh!™ The bachelor laughed eyni-
cally. “It's our New Year's vows (hat
felp us to keep ‘em. The very fact
that a fellow has sworn to forego any-
éhing, whether it's a habit or a girl,
wnnkes it more attraclive. I've thrown
uway a whole box of cigars with the
finest intentions in the world and then
gotten up in the middle of the night
fo fish the pieces out of the waste bas:
ket. And that midaight smoke was
the sweetest I ever had® It was
sweeter than the appics | stole when
J wan a kid and the «isses | stole
when—"

“If you eame here to dilate on the
Joys of sin, Mr. Travers,” began the
widow coldly.

“And,” proceeded the bacholor.
“I've made up my mind to stop flirt-
ing with a girl, becamse [ found out
that she was beginning to—to—"

“1 understand,” iaterrupted the

widow sympatbetically.
“And, by Jove!™ finished the bache-

dor, “] bad to vestrain myself to keep

the widow witheringly,

“But 1 wouldn’t have,” explalned
the hachelor ruefully, “if the gorl had
rostralned hersell,”

“Nevertheless,”" repeatod the widow,
“It was lucky—for the girl"”

“Which glr1?" asked the bachelor,
“The girl T broke off with oy the girl |
that come afterward?"

“I sappose,” mused the widow ig-
noring the levity and leanlpg over to
arranee o bunch of violets at her belt,
hat is why it Ig so dificult for a
man o keep g promise or a vow—
even i marriage vow,"

“Oh, | odon’t know”  The bachielor
lewmed back and regariled the widow's
coronet beaid through the smoke of
his cigar, "It isn't the marriage vows
thut are so Ciffienlt to keep. It's the
fool vaws a man mmakes before mar-
ringe and the ool promises he makes
afterward that be stnmbles over and
fulls down on, The marrlage vows
are g0 big and vague that you ean got |
all  wromnd  them  without actually
breakiog them, but if they should in-
terpulate concrete questions intn the
service such as, ‘Do you, Willlam,
priniise not to growl at the coffee—"

Or, ‘Do you, Mary, promise never
to it o danb of powder on your noge
ppain? ™ lwoke in the widow.

“Nor 1o look twice at your preity
stenograpber,” continued the bache.
lor.

“Nor to lie about your age, or your
foot Oor your walst measure,”

“Nor to junegzle with the truth when-
aver you stay out after hall-past ten.”

“Nor ta lsten to things that—that
anyhndy—exeept your husband may
sily to vou in the conservatory—oh,
| see how it feals!™ finished the wid-
ow with a sympathetic lttle shudder,
“And vet,” reflected the bachelor,
a woman Is alwgys exacting vows
and promises from the mun she loves,
alwavs putting up bars—for him to
jump over: when If she would only
leuve lim alone he would be perfecily
contented to stay within bounds and
graze in his own pasture. A man
hates being pinned down; but a wom-
an doesn’t want anything around that
she can't pin down, from her belt and
her theovies to her bat nnd ter hus-
band.”

“Well" protested the widow study-
ing the toe of her slipper, “it is n sat-
fsfaction to know you've got your hus-
band fastencd on  stralght by his
promises and held in place by his
aown vows and thet he loves you
enough to—"

“Usually,” interrupted the bachelor,
“a man loves you in inverse ratio {o

"

his protestations. The lover whao
promises all things without reserve
ia too often ke the fellow who

doesn't question the hotel bill nor ask
the price of the wine, because he
doesu’t Intend to pay it anyway. The
fellow who fs prodigal with his vows
and promises and poetry ls generally
the one (0 whom such things mean
nothing and, being of no value, can
be flung about generously to every
girl he meete. The firm with the big-
gest front office 18 llkely to be the
one with the smallest deposit In the
safe. The man who swears off loud-
est on New Year's Je usually the one
they have to carry home the morning
after. And the chap who promises a
girl a life of roses Is the one who will
let her pick all the thorns off for her-
self "

“Perhaps.” sighed the widaw, chew-
ing the stem of a violet thoughtfully,
“the best way to cure a man of a
taste for anything, after all, is to let
him have too much of It instead of
making him swear off. If you want
him to hate the smell of a pipe Insist
on his smoking all the time. If you

want him to sign the temperance

pledge. serve him wine with every
course. If you want him to bats @
woman, invite her o meot him every
tire he calls, and tell him bow ‘sulta-
ble' she would be.™

“And if you want him to love you,”
finished the bachelor, “don't ask him
to swear it, but tell him that he really
ought not to, The best way to man
age a donkey—human or otherwise—
is to turn his head in the wrong di-
rection and he'll back In the right
one.”

“Then,” sald the widow declsively,
we ought to begin the New Year by
making some irresolutions.”

“Some—what "

“Vows that we won't stop doing the
things we ought not to do,” explained
the widow.

“AH right,” agreed the bachelor
thoughtfully, “I'll make an irresolu
tion to go on muaking love lo you as
much as I like."

"You meuan, as much as I like, Mr.
Travers,” corrected the widow se
verely,

“How much do you like?" asked the
hachelor, leaning over to look inte
the widow's eyes,

The widow kicked the corper of the
rug tontatively

“I Hke—all but the proposing,” ghe
said slowly. “You peally ought o
stop that-—"

“I'm going to stop It—to-night.”

The widow looked up in alarm.

“Ol, you don't have to commence
keeping your resolutions until to-
morrow morning,” she sald guickly.

“Aud are you goiong to stop refusing
me—to-night,” continued the buchelor
firmly,

The widow studied the corner of
the rug with great concern,

“And,” went on the bachelor, tak.
ing something from his pocket and
toying with it thoughtfully, “you are
golng to put on this ring”"—he leaned
over, chught the widow's hand and
slipped the glittering thing on her
third finger. “Now,"” he begun, “you
are going to say that you will—"'

The widow sprang up suddenly

“Oh, don't, don't, don't!" she cried,
In it mwoment we'll me making prom-
PHUE .

“We don't need to,” said the bache-
leaning back nonchalantly, “wa
can begin by making—arrangements.
Would you prefer to lve in town or
at Tuxedo?  And do you think Europe
or Bermuda the best place for the—"

“Bermda, by all means,” broke In
the widow, "and 1 wish vou'd huve
that hideons portico taken off your
lown Louse, DPilly, and—" But the
rest of her words were smothered in
(he bachelor's codt lipel—and some-
thing clse.

“Then you do mean to marry e
ulter all!™ eried the bachelor Ari
winphantly.

The widow gasped fer breath and
parted her halr anxionsly,

“I—I meant o marry youn all the
time!™ ghe eried, “but 1 never thought
dou were really in earnest and—"

“Methinks.” quoted the bachelor
happily, “*that neither of us dld pro-
tost too much,”  We haven't miade any
promises, yvou know."

lor,

“wWol oone,”  rejoined  the  widow
promptly, Tas to my flivting"

“Nor oas to my clubs”

“Nor as to my relatives”

"Nor my clgurs.”

“And we wan't make any vows"
eried the widow, “except muarringe
vows."'

“And  New  Year's irresolutions,”

added the bachelor,

“Listen!™ ecried the widow softly,
with her Hngers on her lips.

A peal of a thousand sflver bells
rang out on the midnight air,

“The ehimes!™ exclaimed the wid-
ow. “They're full of promises.”

“1 thought it sounded Hke a waod-
ding bell,” snid the bachelor, &isap-
pointedly,

“Maybe.” said the widow, “it was
anly Love—ringing ofl."—Los Angeles
Times.

NEW YEAR'S DAY IN CHINA.
Breakfast Is a Poeftic and Re-
ligious Rite.

Except at the Chinese New Year,
which comes in February, it Is very
hard to calch a glimpse of children
in China, Little beggars will run be-
side you for miles to earn one “cash,”
a copper coln with a square hole in
the middle of it, worth the twentieth
purt of u cent; but children who have
purents to cure for them seem to be
kept indoors all the time, or only al-
lowed to play in walled yards and gar.
dene, writes Bertha Runkle In St
Nicholas. We used to say to each
other: “"Why, where are the chil-
dren? Haven't they got uny?'  But
at New Yeur's we found out that they
had.

This is the great holiday of all the
yvear In China, when everybody hangs
out flugs and colored lanterns and sets
off firecrackers. (We borrowed our
custom of firecrackers for the Fourth
of July from Chinese New Year's)
All the people put on thelr very best
c¢lothes, and the children the best of
all, jackets and trousers of bright blue
or green or yellow or purple, the boys
and girls so0 much allke that you can
only tell them apart by thelr halr.
The boy's, of course, is bralded in a
pigtall, and the girl's is done up on
her head with sllver pins, or, if she's
4 very grand little girl, with gold or
jade. Thus decked out, the children
g0 walking with their proud papas and
nrammas, and often go to the theater,
which is a rare treat for them.

Perhaps Chinese children have romp-
ing plays together, but they al-
ways look as If they were born
grown up.

The

New “rear's Calls.

The custom of visiting and sending
presents and cards on New Year's day
is recorded almost as far back as his-
tory goes. The practice of using visit-
ing cards can be traced back for thous
sands of years by the Chinese. Thelr
New Yesr's visiting cardsare curfosi
ties. Each one sets forth not only the
name, but all the titles of its owner,
and, as all Chinamen who have any
social position at all have about a
dozen, it makes the list quite appall-
ing. These cards are made of silk or
elee of fine paper backed with silk and
are so large that they bave to be roll-
ed up to be carried convenicatly. They
are, indeed, 50 valuable that they are
retirned to their owners,

19 BILLIDNS OF DOLLARS SPENT
ANNUALLY IN UNITED STATES,

THE CITY V5. THE COUNTRY

e ——

Unequal Distribution of Busineas
Works a Hardship Upon Many,
and Retards Growth of Agri-
cultural Towns.

Statistics as to the cost of living
are over Interesting (o the economist,
It is estimuted that only 28 per cont
of the people of the United States re
alde In lurge clties, It is claimed about
F19.000,000,000 are spent cuch year by
the 86,000,000 pevple fn the union for
clothing, food and Juxuries. It 71
per reside in rural towns amd
farming sections, it stunds (0 resson
thut the percentage of mouey pald Lor
necessarivs of e is 71 per cent, of
the vast sum of neurly §10,000,000 g0
anutally expended. These figures open
up o wide field for study of econowmic
conditions,

For suke of ilustration, let it be
estimated that in the large citios the
cost ot living Is 50 per ecent, more
thin in the country towns ned farming
distriots, which wounld stll leive ap-
proximately 60 per cent. of all spent
for food and clothes eredited to the
people living outside the larger clties,
Then it is found that the amount rural
residents spend wnonually in 811,800,
000,000. But do the profits on this
vast amount of business remain in the
rursl distriets? Do the merchauts in
those (5,000 country towns receive the
patronuge of the people who are resi-
dents of the districtsY A conservative
ealhmunte I3 that onethird of all this
vast trade goes to the 415 large cities,
wherein reside only 20 per cent, of the
population.  Were the profits on the
trade that belongs properly 10 the
conntyy towns kept within them and
within thelr districts, in the course of
a dozen years thelr wealth wonld be
Inerearerdl nenrly 100 per cent.  But
the drifting of the business to the
large cities not alone mukes the
counlry towns poorer and retdards
thetr advancement, but  nocessfiates
dlike drifting of the populution of the
country toward the thickly populated
cities on account of the luek of Induos-
tries to afford employment, Herein
s found the caunse of the complaints
of stidents in economic conditions of

citnt

the tendeney ol the  country-bred
vouths to drift toward the large
eities, and explaing the eaunse. The

conntry residents are the ones to be
blamed for such conditions. 1t is a
lek of appreciution of home enter
prise, and the desire 1w trade In the
large towns that is the enuse.

The sending away of dollars assists
the great combinatjons  to  contyol
mantifacturing, finavceial afalrs, and
all lines of Industry, and even the
trusts are tightening their grips on
the farms, controlling the prices of
eommoedities that the farmergs  must
have, and dietating the prices at which
he shall sell all his produets, as with
the destruction of the business of the
mirnl towns, the home market is made
poorer, and in fact even before the
small town merchant can supply the
people living within the town with
oducts that are produced in the im-
medinte neighborhood, the trusts must
have their "profit” out of the trans-
action. Reader, do you know a remedy
that can he applied that will give a
more equitable distribution of busi-
ness and of the earnings of the peo-
ple? Do you not think that the home
trade and the building up of home in-
dustries plan might briuz abont the
desired results?

D M CARR.

Need of Good Schools,

Intellizence ls the distinguishing
mark between the savage and civil
lzed man, dincation is one of the
greatest of God's blessings, and {o-
norance a curse, In Amerviea there ex-
ists no valid reason why every mag,
woman and child of normal Dbra¥n
should not have an education. There
is no phase of life where knowledge is
not necessary, In the most progres-
sive communities is whera the superior
schools are found. Help along your
town and help nlong education in gen-
eral. Dy affording your chlldren a
chunce “r a good education, you of-
fer them riches that cannot he mens-
ured by dollars, Because education is
eapitial that cannot be destroved; {t is
ready cash in hand, assets that one
cannot be robbed of only by au act of
Providence,

Fools and Wise Men.

Some one sald that “fools, women
and children need be protected.” The
amhor of the phrase seemed to not
take into consideration that it is some.
limes hurd to distinguish between the
fool and the wise man. He Ig wise
inidléed who does not nibble at the
bults on the hooks held out to eateh
him. How many people, time and time
again, lind themselves caught on some
contraet deal, find that some sleek
agent has sold them a lot of Inferior
sroceries for twlee the amount that
they could buy the same quantity of
goods from o local dealer, and get a
far better quality? Be careful when
dealing with strangers. Remember
the biggest frauds present the most
plausstble appearance. Don't sigri any
kind of a eontract or order without
the most careful Investigation.

Favors Soon Forgotten,

Not many years ago the majority
of farmers in newly sottled sections
were dependent upon the business
men and the merchants of the towns
to carry them through between crops,
There are farmers whogean look back
a few years ago and see where faey
were favored when in want of supplies
and had not the money to pay for the
same.  Prosperity changes many, and
this may be the cause why those who
8 dozen years ago were so anxious to
see the country develop, now send
much of their money to outside places
for goods neelled, instead of keeping
their dollars at home to further em-
rich their community; and how soon
are favors forgotten. The merchants
who assisted in making success pos-
alble for many by quite & few ase

pagsed by, Is this Christlan grate
tude?

THE GOST OF LIVING

FACTORS IN TOWN PROGRESS,

Same Comment Affording Thoughtful
Folk Food for Reflection,

It is the duty of every merchant to
give support to his home paper.
When he pays the editor dollars for
Judicious advertising he s helping him-
sell, helps the editor get ont & better
paper, and helps the community in
generil.

- » -
Public schools are one of the great
propgs of nationnl government. The

more prosperous s & community the
higher will be the educationsl faclli-
tles, Good schools are n help to any
town and Lring into it the most de
sirablg classes, who seek lo educate
thelir chilldren. He who assists fr
bullding up the business of a towa
also ussists in bettering the schools.
- - .

Commerciul clubs have been potent
factors in the advancement of many
towns, To the furmer the commercial
chtbg sre as important as to the man
of business, There is no reasen why
the furmers ol the community should
not cooperate with the business men
in every undertuking that has for its
ohlect the benefit of the home town.

. L ] .

The voung man starting in life
should have a certaln object in view,
The seeking of a voeation is an Impor-
innt thing, Toe wany secek lines of
work that they are not naturally quall.
hied for. The greatest success is made
by the men who follow that business
or profession for which they have
natursl Inclinution and talent,

L] - L]

Thousands of people are still on
earth who can remember the dismal
failure of the Ruskin cooperative col-
ony in the south, the falling to pleces
of the Belumy community in Califor-
nia, the disintegration of the “Agricul-
tural Wheel” and the hundreds of
thousands of dollars lost a day-dream-
er In Missouri and Kansas in efforts
to demonstrate the practleal work of
theoretieal cooperation. Still people
Wil Lite at buits thrown out by the
dlleged cooperative commereial con-
chres, who bhuve headquarters In large
vities and do business throuzh the
tmdls,

BUILD UP LOCAL ENTERPRISES.

Individual Effort a Factor In the Prog.
resg of Cities and Towns.

A well knewn eastern financler, who
for some time wis the president of a

litrge  trust  company. recently  re-
signed, giving as his reason that a
man, according to his  bellef, can do

bhetter working for himself, and that
no man can really earn a salary equal
to what he can make in business for
himself, Ope of the conservative
finnnelal papers o commenting upon
the mmove of the financier here referred
to says that In these days, when all
kinds of business are being convergad
into stock companies, the number of
trades in which a man may engage in
businegs for himself have hecome so
few that for a great bulk of men, even
those having the mental equipment
which In other years would have been
suficient to make them their own
masters, there is now no other opening
than that of service for some corpora-
tlon. For the bulk of the people, oat-
side of those in agricultursl pursults,
it is wervice {or the corporation or no
work at all. This truth I8 becoming
more evident duy by day. Even the
farmers are foeling the grasp of cor-
porate methods. It is true that mll
lions must have the products of his
lands and his hands, but the corpora-
tiong are the medinms he must work
through, and from him they exact
their tithings., It Is to the interest of
the farmer as well as the laborer In
every walk and sphere to prevent as
far as posaible further encroachment
of organlzed capital, and this can be
done by as far as possible keeping the
dollars that you earn in cirenlation in
the community where earned and thus
prevent the further concentration of
money and of business in the great
cities.

Iz There Not Danger?

Is it poor policy for the farmera and
the laborers of the land to help build
up less than a dozen large stores situ-
ated in great cities to do business of
thousands of dollars in country towns
One Chicago concern does a business
through the mails of $60,000000 s
vear. Twenty thousand dollars In
husiness I8 about the average for the
country town store. Here we have
an example of one concern doing the
business of 3,000 small stores. Is there
no' danger that should these great con-
cerns through their fmmenge busineas
drive the local dealers out of trade
that they would become llke other
great combines, oppresgors of the peo-
ple?

Example of Modern Engineearing.

A remarkahle example of the sceru
pulous exactness with which modern
engineering work s accomplished is
found In the new piece of the Buevie,
which has been placed to within one-
sixteenth of an inch of the position it
must occupy to allow of the two parts
of the vessel to be joined. When the
tubes of London, working from either
end, were about to be united it was
found that they were only an ‘nch or
two out of line. The ordnance survey
of England, when the various sections
were hrought together, showed a dis-
crepancy of less than five inches, and
the construction of the Forth bridge,
the greatest feat of all, was more re-
markable still. When the king came
to drive the last bolt the hole through
the varlous plates was so near that
the heat from a flaming paper was suf-
ficlent to expand the metal and allow
of the rod being thrust through,—Pall
Mall Gazeite,

Abuse of Credit.

It is the abuse of the credit system
that freguently causes trade to drift
from the home town to some distant
concern. Merchants ex'end credits to
their customers, and when the bill
reaches a large figure, the customer
avolds the store uf his benefactor, and
when goods are needed sends the cash
to some distant place. This is unfalr,
yet it is too often the case.

—_—

No Doubt of it.
First Old Maid—Do you think she's
happy? (
Second Old Maid—Certainly. . She's
married.--Detroit Free Press.

The Turning of the Glags

T has come once more to (ne turning of the glass.
The sand is all but spent, and the days of the c;ldi
“year are as chaff in e wake of the wind. By

hour of resclution,

the gray light in the western shack, at the heaped
tables of fhe rich, within the great places of exchange,
and even amongst those who go out upon the high
seas, men will give pause.
reckoning. and sober thought must go to the balance
against mirth and merrymaking.
May the trend of worship be
not towards the god of gold. May men not overlean
towards the side of materialism.
reverence for simple things, for fhe young babe

For it is the time of

It is the supreme

May there be o

in the cradle and fhe old man nearing the valley.
May fhe milk of human kindness and the good
hand of common sympathy go forth to the natal

feast,

Theo might the New Year dawn bright,

and people the world over could repeat with the poet:

“Turn sgain the wasted glass,
Kingly crown and warrior’s erest
Are not worth (e blade of grase
God lashions for e swallow's oen.”

Newton MacTavish

== m—
THE NEW
YEAR WHAT WE
MAKE IT

When |

The Year of
Begins

J By Ada C. Sweew
=

=4

“The only consistent pessimist is a
dead pesstmist,”  bur  unfortunately
there ame a =ood many of these hap-
lese bretliven of ours alive, Nevey are
they mare cetive, and happily unhagp-
py, than rowaprd New Year's day, when
all the rest of the world is looking
hopefully and cheerfully forward, in
expectution of good Juck and Kind for-
tune dnring the next 365

The pesgimist dellghts in derision
of the good resnlutions which mark
the celebrativn of New Yeur in the
minds ol ey people, Shame upon
the men or woman who wonld dull the
bright ombitionr and desires for the
better of human  buing! Rut
there is little thne to give to habitun)
mourners and angurs of evil, The
new vour will be what woe make it
#0 lur as our individual lives are con-
cerned, aud e man or woman who
resolves (0 be happy in a healthiul,
nnsellish wuy, is \aking the (fost poud
toward happiness

iy

We are all after happiness, in one
way ov anuther Even the recluse,
aven the marfyrs of old, were on the
endless soarch fop happinezs, though
the jov of heaven rather than that
of curth was the goal flixed upon in
the eyes of those who sacrificed the
prresent for the fature.  Kternal hap-
piness was whil they desired,

Unselfish happiness |5 alwavs wall-
Ing. right around the corner, it we will
only tuke our eyes off the far distanes
and look nearer home,  The resclve
to make next year o happy one for
those newrest us will bring a4 good deal
of real fov end satistaction to the
makeyr of the resolution, I he holds
oul well,

Silent resolve Is a good thing, too.
Sometimes one's enthusiasm  evapo-
rates when It Is much spoken of, But
don't let us allow the enemies of the
rice of man to diseournge us in mak-
ing good resolutions; and then don't
let us fall to keep those that we make
to the best of our ability.

There is room for Improvement In
all of us, and whon we have acknowl-
edged that, and sct owrselves to im-
prove. why, we are on the nearest
rond to success aud happiness.

Christianity's Teachings.

To picture the change in the race
wrought through (he birth of Jesus is
bevond the limits of an artist of either
pen or brush. Chrigtionity e¢reated
painting. The seculptor's art was
Enown and practleed 10 some extent
hefore the blrth of Christ.  Sculpture
could purtrny  that  beauly and
strength of Jimb which was the Greek
iden) of human perfection, but the
Christinn deals were spiritunl and
could pot be interpreted in cold, chis-
eled marble. ‘The bhabe of the mapgey
taught that man's glory was npot in
physical, but iv spicitual triumphs, A
recent “History of our Lord as exem-
plified in works of art,” has shown
how the story ef Jesus from nauvity
to resurrectivn was told by artists,
Each pleture wase a germon.  Under
the light of the babe of DBethlchem,
motherbood, cblildhovd, youth, man-
hood were Inspired to new purpose.
Through thesc sermons in pletures,
men were moved with pity for the
ignorant, the sick. the suffering. They
woro inspired with a new hope in sor-
row, n new strength In temptation, &
new Joy in suclal fellowship.

Wondrous influence!
The comforts we enjoy in material
things from the influence of the babe
of the manger might be approximate
computed with our present almost
limitleds powers in mathematics, but
how vain gre the figures’in an attempt
to compute the lnfloence and uplift of
the babe of Bethlehem on the life of
the world. The enlargement of Ilife,
the development of “character, the
inspiration of lofty ideals, the ever-
widening influence that is bullding for
sternity.
Have & leart that vever hardems,
a temper that pever tires, and a touch
; : . t

Cne of the queerest features of the
first day of the year ig the [act thatlt
has been celebrated en many different
dates. With us the year begins om
Jonunary 1, anecording to the calen-
dar prepared by order of Julius Cae-
gar, and later revised from time (o
time as necessity- seemed to reqguire.
Havdly a month in the year but what
nus been regarded at some time, by
some people, as the first of the 12,
and consequently the heginaning of the
new year. Sometimes the date was
logical, determined by the positlon of
the sun in the heavens.

Sometimeg it was fixed by agriculin-
14l or industrial conditions, sometimes
by a greut historical event, and ocea-
sionally it was merely arbitrary, de-
termined without any special reason
bueing asslgned. At one time the
Greeks begun thelr year September 1;
at another on the lirst day of July,
the beginning of the Olymplian games.
Iu what Is called the Alexundrian era
the yéar began on August 20, One
Jowish chronology assigns October 1
as the date on which the ereation of
the world began, and consequently
adopts that New Yoar's day., At one
time the Romans began their year on
April 24, at another on March 1, and
finally ng we do pow.

According to the meteoric cyele, the
year began an July 15, During the pe-
riod of Alexander’s empire the com-
mepcement of the year was on Sep-
tember 1; the era of the Maceabeoes
was dated from November 24, The
people of Tyre begun their year on
October 19, while t(he so-called Sldo-
nian era commenced on QOctober 1,
and the Augustan era made February
14 the f{irst day of the new year. Tha
anclent Egyptlans began thelr year
with the overflow of the Nile, when.
ever that .might occur, while {n India
the annual flood of the Ganges fuar-
tished a date for popular chronology,
and the Mexieans, although they had
a complleated system of caleulating
time, popularly reckoned their year
o begin with the spring planting.

The Jewlsh rabbis bad four bezin-
nings of the year, the first of the
month Nisan, supposed to be the date
of the Exodus; the first of Tishrd,
which began the agricultuial year:
the first of Elu, the day on which the
cultle were numbered, und the first
of Shebnt, which was ealled the new
vear for trees.  Christmas day, Enst-
ar, the beginning of each solstice and
many other dates have been observed
at different times by varlous nations:
even now in Russia the doy of the
new yeur is 12 days behind that of
our calendar, the Russisns having
never adopted the Gregorian calondar,
which, indeed, did not come into gen-
eral use until about the middle of the
cighteenth century.

A Chrigtmas Prayer,

Oh God my Father, looking up at
the shinlng stars of the cold Decem-
ber sky 1 remember the patient moth-
ar und the rock-hewn manger in lowly
Dethiehem where Jlay cradled Thy
Love for the world. In the shadows
of the gilent stall I stand beside the
Child. Speak to my soul as I wait
1 pray Thee. Let the trusting, loving
spirit of the Chlld steal into my lite
until it calms all anxious fears and
southes all bitterness and pain.

In willing surrender and passionate
louging let me take the Christ Child
to my heart. that henceforth I may
live ns He lived, love as He loved and
following in His footsteps bring Help
to the needy, Courage to the weak,
Comfort to the sorrowing and Hope to
the lost. Amen.—Congregationalist,

The World's Indebtedness.

If yon would take from lterature
the writings of Christlan people you
would take away nearly all the writ-
ings of classic poels, historians, sclen-
tists, journalists and scarcely any-
thing would be left worthy of read.
ing. The great productions of man's

‘intellect bespeak our indebtedness to

the sun of 1lghteousness who came to -
flluminate the mind as wéjl as to
regulate the heart.

No wind can do him good whe
steers for no port—Iitalian,




