
It i3 now going the rounds of the
ring press that the Grange went into
politics, and that killed the Grange
movement. The statement is not trjie
if it is meant that the Grange went
into a separate political organization.
The Grange died because it had noth
ing to live for. Its only move made
was upon the merchants. The Giang
ers talked politics, but continued to
vote as directed. Their talk only pro
duced talk; or, rather, wind produced
wind. Theslick-tongue- d demagogue
was around (the same as now), and
made all sorts of promises, but not a
promise was kept. The Granger was
lulled to 6leep on political questions,
and finding that the merchant was
not his enemy, he disbanded. The
Grange had nothing to live for. It
was too costly for a farmers' club, and
too conservative for action and yet it
did good. In a sense, it was the fore-

runner of the present movement a

link in the chain and when its his-

tory shall have been written, it will
be found that the movement was only
temporarily suspended, and that for
the reason that it did not go into pol-

itics.

It sounds like hypocritical cant for
the president to say that he is opposed
to the free coinage of silver because the
religious press is so opposed, Mr. Har-
rison is influenced by religion tar too
much to be the associate of the corrupt
Quay, the "blocks of fiye" Dudley, or
the iridescent Ingalls. Mr. Harrison
either wants an excise to do wrong, or
he is ignorant of the first principles of
our government. Mr. Harrison ought
to know that this is a government of the
people, hy the people.for the people, and
the only questions that a president is
called upon to answer, in being for or
against a measure, is, whether or not a
majority of the people desire the meas-

ure, and whether or not the measure
would prove to be beneficial. Any man
or set of men who go so far out. of the
way, or council, are not fit to hold office
of any kind, and the sooner the people
teach the officeholders, from the presi-

dent down, that they are the servants of
the whole people and not the tool of
classes, rings and corporations, the
sooner will the people be relieved from
the oppression of systems hard to be
boine. In religious matters, the relig-

ious pretis may be received as authori-
ty, but that it is authority on finance
legislation is too new to be received
without objection, especially when that
authority ie directed against one of the
most needed and popular measures ot
the day.

Some of the farmers' papers are try-jo- g

to boom Chas. Robinson for the
governorship. This is a decided mis-

take, for two reasons at least one is
an avowed opponent of prohibition ;

the other is that he is a standing can-

didate for office. Farmers, have a
care.

There was a big farmers' picnic at
Osawatomie, last Saturday. A. F.
Allen, the People's caudidate for con-

gress from the Second district, was
present and addressed the multitude,
and made for himself a host of friends.
Other able speakers were present.

Organize and stand together.
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Vfelda Farmer on Trusts.

Editor Agitator : In looking over the
proceedings of the 19th annual meeting
of the Kansas State Board of Agricul-

ture, Edwin Snyder, of Oskaloosa, Jef-
ferson county, Kansas, has an article on

the Farmers' Alliance, and I take ex-

ceptions to some of his remarks, but
will answer only one or two. He says :

"Competition was always a blind god.
To-da- y it is dead beyond all possibility
of resurrection. Combination is on the
throne," etc.

He also says, although the Standard
Oil trust, the steel (steal) rail, window
glass, white lead, wire, and scores of

other trusts have made colossal fortunes
for their members, it is believed by
many Intelligent men that these articles
are produced better and 6old cheaper
than would be possible under competi
tion. And then he advises the farmers to
combine and form trusts just what we
are trying to down and demanding con-

gress to pass a law making it illegal.

Now I take exceptions when he says
that competition is a blind god. etc. Tne
old saying is that competition is the life
of trade, and when he 6ays the Standard
Oil trust is making a better and cheaper
article y than under competition, I
not only doubt it, but think the gentle
man is a little off, to 6ay the least. Your
correspondent has superintended the
building of a number of oil refineries
and has been employed by John D.
Rockafeller, president of the Standard Oil

c, and I recollect when they formed
the trust and commenced to freeze out
all the small fry who dared to make oil
without their permission, and I honestly
believe if there was competition in the
business to-d- ay we would get just as
good an article and cheaper, and as it is,
it is at the option of the trust just what
we shall pay. Unless we gain our point
in making combinations and trusts ille-

gal it will not be long before we will
have to pay more for our oil. At the
time of the war John D. Rockafeller
wasn't worth over three hundred thou-

sand dollars. To-da- y his daily income
is $18,715. How did he make it in so
short a time? I'll tell you by forming
one of the most villainous trusts and
preventing honest competition, and your
correspondent knows of more than one
honest refinery in New York which
were crowded to the wall by downright
legalized robbery perpetrated by a horde
of vampires who constituted that com-

bination. And let me say right here,
that any government that would make
it possible for a set of (I was going to
say men) but say blood-sucke- rs to prey
on the people in that manner, such a
government cannot be changed too soon.

Now in regard to honest competition
making articles cheaper, I will say : At
the time of that other most villainous
trust (the sewing machine combination)
your correspondent was employed by a
firm Independent of the combination,
and what they would call bogus. But
notwithstanding, we manufactured sew-

ing machines for less than half the price
the combination charged, and in every
particular just as good and reliable, and
still made a big profit. This was in war
times. There were thousands of poor
women who were employed in making
uniforms for the soldiers, who could not
afford to pay$76 or $100 for a machine,
but were compelled to sew by hand un-

less they were fortunate in getting oue
of our "bogus" machines, as they were
called by the trust. And hi war times,
when everything was supposed to bring

war prices, the actual cost of a sewing
machine in good running order and war
ranted was $15, the trust would charge
you from $75 to $125, according to the
gilding and cabinet work. The cheap
machine was just as good for all practic
al purposes as the high-pric- one, and
when they tell you that one machine is
better than another as regards material
rnd workmanship, I say it's all bosh.
And I say this as a pointer for anyone
who wishes to buy a machine : don't be
fooled ; the extra price is on the cabinet
and in the decorations; as all ma-

chines are duplicated and made just
alike; and as I said before, the sewing
machine was in the hands of a combina-
tion who would brook no opposition.
They employed an attorney at a salary
of $10,004) a year, and woe unto the poor
devil of a man if he is caught making
machines so that a poor woman could
afford to get one. They had their pat-

ents extended time after time through
bribery, and I recollect when they tried
to get it extended for seventeen years
more, the people wouldn't stand it, as it
had been proven that the thieving trust
had made over $250,000,000 out of the
people, and still they cried, "Give, give,
more, more." Now then, farmers and
laborers, see what we can do if we stick
together and mean business. We down-

ed them,and the result is, you can buy a

good machine to-d- ay tor $10. Now I
ask Bro. Snyder if he thinks this would
have been possible if their patents had
been extended ? Not much. But when
the business was opened to competition
the people began to put sewing machines
in their homes, and I really think they
are in every respect better than ever.
He says that combination is on the
throne (just as if we didn't know it),
and if the agricultural and laboring
classes will not recognize the fact, they
must remain in their present condition
of servile dependence, etc., and then he
turns around and advises tne farmers to
combine and form a trust, and calls com-

petition a blind god. Now I ask him if
he thinks the trust would ever have made

it possible for the commonest laborer to
own a sewing machine? I think the
question is answered by the trust them-

selves, in spending over a million dol-

lars trying to get an extension of then
patents, whereby they could swindle the
the people out of millions more. No,
don't let us advocate a trust, monopoly
or whatever name you may call it, but
arise in our might, put decent men in
office, invite honest competition, pass
such laws as will protect the small man-

ufacturer or dealer from the greed and
avarice of the vampires and leeches who
would suck out our very life blood. But
let us proclaim, live and let live, equal
right to all, special privileges to none,
all of which we can accomplish if we
will only work together In harmony and
resolve that we will all stand together
shoulder to shoulder on election day, in
one grand combination of free and in-

dependent voters, and the only trust we
want is a trust in an All-wi- se Providence
to make our votes effectual in freeing us
from oppression. Wklda Farmer.

A 8 soon as you read this paper,
hand it to some neighbor, have him
read it and hand it to another neigh-

bor, and keep the ball

Farmers, you cau help to make the
Agitator interesting. Send in short
letters or items.

Only fifty cents lor fifty-w- o solid
shots of the Kansas Agitator.

An Old Han Talks.

Editor Agitator : I had thought I
would write no more on the down-trodd-

situation of our country, but leave
it to younger men and more vigorous
pens than mine. But lately there has
fallen under my observation a pamphlet
so full of misrepresentation and 'puppy-
ism' I roust notice it. It might deceive
some young man, but one whose memo-

ry runs back eixty-flv- e years, and read
both sides on the questions that divided

the political parties of that day, can but
feel astonished at the misrepresentation
contained in that work "Protection and
the Farmer" by S. M. Cullom, United
States senator. He says: "Every
president from Washington to JacUteon

endorsed and advocated a protective
tariff." I will here say what tfie sena-

tor knows is true that not one of them
ever advocated a protective tariff. Pro-

tection as used in his quotations of their
speeches was from insurrections and
foreign invasions, and the senator knows
it as well as I do. If he don't, let him
turn to congressional speeches in Jack-
son's second term, when congress divid-

ed up the surplus revenue, because the
Constitution empowered congress to im-

pose duties only to meet the current ex-

penses of the government. Nor was it
ever contemplated to tax one industry
to build up another. That kind of leg-

islation would ruin any nation ; as in-

deed it has ours. True, they discrimi-
nated between our infant manufactories
that would 60on rival foreign manufac-
tories, and those that never could com

pete with them.
The south complained that congress

discriminated in favor of northern en

terpriseperhaps not without somi
cause. An Old Man.

DIED.

Mrs. Lydia Kelley.

Mrs. Kelley died at her home, in Wel-d- a,

July 12th, of consumption. She
came with her husband. Dr. Kelley, to
Welda some two mouths since. Although
with us such a brief period, yet, by her
amiable disposition, and especially by
her christian walk and life, she endeared,
herself to us.

Her parents were of Quaker persua-
sion, but as there were none of that de-

nomination here, she identified herself
as a christian by a public profession of
her faith. She connected herself with
the United Presbyterian church of this
place. Her remaining days were spent
in peace and composure of mind. While
passing through the furnace of affliction,
an unseen hand stayed her. She found
much comfort and peace in resting on
God's precious promises. Although no
prophet spake to her, yet she had "her
housH in order" and was anxiously
awaiting that blessed change. It is our
hope that, like a weary pilgrim, she laid
her had down to rest, and sweetly 6leeps
on the bosom of her Saviour. .

SOLDIERS!
Parties desiring to apply for

IEP3inis:iio2nLS
under the Late Law

can do so before me. I have made
special arrangements to attend

to this class of business.

9tf Greeley, Kae.

TEN CENTS U either tilTeror
stamps taj for the Missoubi4foro and Kixsii Farms for four
noBtbi. Whf It can be had

ioniitlt for mch a triie, eve the "sample copy
fend" should subscribe. Address "Miesovm andKajiiab Fabxbb," Lock Box B. Kabim Cltr. M

Get up a Club and catch a Prize,


