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Iz is now going the rounds of the
ring press that the Grange went into
politics, and that killed the Grange
movement. The statement is not trpe
if it is meant that the Grange went
into 4 separate pelitical organization,
The Grange died because it had noth-
ing to live for. TIte only move made
was upon the merchants. The Grang-
ers talked politics, but continued to
vote as directed. Their talk only pro-
duced talk ; or, rather, wind produced
wind. Theslick-tongued demagogue
was around (the same a8 now), and
made all sorts of promises, but not a
promise was kept. The Granger was
lulled to sleep on political questions,
and finding that the merchant was
not his enemy, he disbanded. The
Grange had nothing to live for. It
was too costly for a farmers’ club, and
too conservative for achion—and yet it
did good. In a sense, it was the fore-
runner of the present movement—a
link in the chain—and when its his-
tory shall have been written, it will
be found that the movemeut was only
temporarily suspended, and that for
the reason that it did not go into pol-
itios.

It sounds like hypoeritical eant for
the presiient to say that he ix opposed
to the free coinage of silver becianse the
religious press is o opposed, Mr. Har-
vison I8 influenced by religion tar too
much to be the uesociate of the corrupt
Quay, the “‘blocks of fiye” Dudley, or
the indescent Ingalie, Mr. Harrison
either wants an exceuse to do wrong, or
he is ignorant of the first principles of
our government. Mr. Harrison ought
to know that this Is a government of the
people, by the people,for the people, unil
the only questions that a president is
called upon to answer, in belng for or
azainet a measure, is, whether or not a
majority of the people desire the meas-
ure, and whether or not the measure
would prove to be beneficial. Any man
or set of men who go so far out of the
way, or council, are not fic to hold office
of any kind, and the sooner the people
teach the officeholders, from the presi-
ilent down, thut they are the seryants of
the whole people and not the tools of
classeg, rings and corporations, the
sooner will the people be relieved from
the oppression of systems hurd to be
borne. In religions matters, the relig-
jous press may be received as authori-
ty, but that it I8 authority on finance
Jegiclution is 100 new to be received
without objection, especinlly when that
suthority ie directed ugainst one of the
most needed and popular measures of
the day.

Some of the farmers’ papers aretry-
ing to boom Chas. Robinson sor the
governorship. This is a decided mis-
take, for two reasons at leasi—one is
an avowed opponent of prohibition ;
the other is that he is a standing can-
didate for office. Farmers, have a
care.

Taere was a big farmers' picnie at
Osawatomie, last Saturday. A. F.
Allen, the People’s candidate for con-
gress fiom the Second district, was
present and addressed the multitude,
and made for himsell a host of friends.
Other able speakers were present.

Orearize and stand together.

Welda Farmer on Trusts. 1

Eprror AcrraTor: In looking over the
proceedings of the 19th annnal meeting
of the Kansas Stite Board of Agricul-
ture, Edwin Snyder, of Oskaloosa, Jef-
ferson connty, Kansas, hue an article on
the Farmers' Alliance, and [ take ex-
eeptions to some of his remarke, but
will anewer only one or two. He sayvs:

“‘Competition war slways a blind god,
To-day it is dend beyond all poseibilicy
of resurrection. Combination is on the
throne,” ere.

He slso says, although the Standard
Oi] truet, the steel (steal) rail, window
gluss, white lead, wire, and scores of
other trusté have made coloseal fortunes
for their members, it Is believed by
many intelligent men that these articles
are produced better and sold cheaper
than would be possible under competi-
tion. And then he wdvises the fnrmere 1o
combine and form trusis—just what we
are trying to down and demanding con-
groas 10 pass & law making v fllegal.

Now I take exceptions when he says
that competition ik a blind god, ete, Tne
old raying is that compertition is the life
of trade, and when he suys the Standurd
Oll trust is making a better and cheaper
srtivle to-day than under competition, I
not only doubt it, but think the gentie-
mun is a little off, to say the least. Your
correspondent has superintended the
bullding of a number of oil refineries
and has been employeil by John D.
Rockafeller,president of the Standard Ofl
t-ust, and I recollect when they formed
the trust and commenced to freeze out
all the small fry who dared to make oil
without their permigsion, and I honestly
believe if there wus competition in the
business to-day we would get just as
good an article and cheaper, and as itle,
it is at the option of the trost just what
we shall puy. Unless we gain our point
in imnking combinutions nnd trusts ille-
gal it will not be long before we will
have to puy more for our oll. At the
time of the war John D. Rockafeller
wasn’t worth over three hundred thou-
sund dollars. T'o-duy his daily income
is $18,715. How did he make it in s0
short w time? I'1l tell you—by forming
one of the most villalnous trusts and
preventing honest competition,and your
vorrespondent knows of more thin one
hounest reflnery in New York which
were crowded to the wall by downright
legulized robbery perpetrated by a horde
of vampires who constituted that com-
bination. And let me say right here,
that any government that would muke
it possible for a setof (I was going to
siiy men) but say blood-suckers to prey
on the people in that manner, such a
government cannot be changed too soou.

Now in regard to honest competition
making articles chesper, I will say: At
the time of that other most yillainous
trust (the sewing machine combination)
your correspondent was employed by a
firm independent of the combination,
and whut they would call bogus, But
notwithstanding, we manufactured sew-
ing machines for less than half the price
the combination charged, and In every
particular just as good and reliable, and
still made » big profit. This was in war
times. ‘I'here were thousands of poor
women who were employved in making
uniforms for the soldiers, who could not
afford to pay$7b or $100 for a machine,
but were compelled to sew by haond un-
188 they were fortupate in getting one
of our **bogus' machines, a8 they were
called by the trust. And lu war times,

when everything was supposed to bring

war prices, the actunl cost of & sewing
machine in good running orderand war-
runted was §15, the trust would charge
you from $756 to $125, sccording to the
gilding and cabinet work. The cheap
muchine was just as good for all practio-
ul purposes as the high-priced one, and
when they tell you that one machine is
better than another as regards material
¢nd workmanship, I say it’s all bosh,
And L eny this as a polnter for anyone
who wishes to buy a machine: don't be
fooled; the extra price Is on the cabinet
and o the decorations; as all ma-
chines are duplicated and made just
alike; and as I said before, the sewing
muchine was in the hands of a combina-
tion who would brook no opposition.
They employed xn attorney at % sulary
of $10,000 a yeur, and woe unto the poor
devil of a man if he is caught making
machines so thut » poor woman conld
afford to get one. They had their pat-
ents extended time after time through
bribery, and I recollect when they cried
1o get it extended for seventeen years
more, the people wonldn’t stand it, as it
had been proven that the thieving trust
had mude over $260,000,000 out of the
people, and still they eried, *“Give, give,
more, more.” Now then, furmers and
laborers, see what we can do if we stick
together and mean business. We down-
ed them,and the result is, you can buy a
good machine to-day tor $10. Now I
usk Bro. Snyder if he thinks this would
have been poseible if their putents had
been extended ? Not much. But when
the business was opened to competition
the people began to putsewing muchines
in their homes, and [ really think they
are in every respect betier thun ever,
He snys thut combination is on the
throne (just as If we didn’t know it),
and if the agricultural and laboring
classes will not recognize the fact, they
must remaln in their present condition
of servile depenuence, ete., and then he
turns around and advises tue farmers to
combine and form a wrust, and calls com-
petition a blind god. Now I nsk him if
he thinks the trust would ever have made
it pussible for the commonest luborer to
own s sewing machine? 1 think the
question is answered by the trusr them-
selves, in spending over a million dol-
lars trying to get an extension of thei
patents, whereby they vould swindle the
the people out of millions more. No,
don’t let us advoeate » trust, monopoly
or whatever name you mnay call it, but
arise in our might, put decent men in
office, invite honest competition, pass
such lawe a8 will protect the small man-
ufneturer or dealer from the greed and
avarice of the vampires and leeches who
would suck out our yery life blood. But
let ug proclaim, live and let live, equal
right# to all, special privileges to none,
all of which we van seccomplish if we
will only work together in harmony and
resolve that we will all stand togelher
shoulder to shoulder on eiection day, in
one grand combination of free and in-
dependent voters, nnd the only trust we
want is a trost inan All-wise Providence

to muke our votes effectual in frecing us
from oppression, WELDA FARMER,

As soon as you read this paper,
hand it to some neighbor, have him
read it and hand it to another neigh-
bor, and keep the ball a-rolling.

Faxxers, you cuu help to make the
AaitaTor interesting. Seud In short
letters or items.

Oxcy fifty cents tor ANty-two solid
ghots of the KaNsas AGITATOR,

An Old Man Talks,

Eprrom Agrrator: Ihad thought I
would write no more on the down-trod-
den situation of our country, but leave
it to younger men and more vigorous
pens than mine. But lutely thers has
fallen under my obseryation 8 pamphles
go full vf misrepresentation and ‘puppy-
fsm’ I must notice it, It might deceive
some young man, but one whose memo-
ry runs back sixty-five years, and read
both sides on the questions that divided
the political parties of that day, can bus
feel astonished nt the misrepresentation
contaired in that work *‘Protection and
the Farmer” by 8. M. Callom, United
States senator. He says: “Every
president from Washington to Juckson
endorsed and advoented « protective
tariff.” I will here say what tRe sena-
tor knows is true—that not one of them
ever advocated a protective turiff. Pro-
tection as used in his quotations of their
spreches was from insurrections and
forelgn invasions, and the senator knows
it as well as [ do. If he don’t, let him
turn to congressional speeches in Jack-
son's second term, when congress divid-
ed up the surplug revenue, becnuse the
Constitution empowered congress to im-
pose duties only to meet the current ex-
penses of the government, Nor was it
ever contemplnted to tax one industry
to build up another. ‘I'hat kind of leg-
jglation would ruin any nation; as in-
deed iv has ours. 'I'rue, they diserimi-
nuted between our Infant manufactories
that would goon rival foreign manufac-
tories, and those thut never could com-
pete with them.

The south complained that congress
diseriminated in favor of northern en-
terprise—perhaps not without some
ciuse, Ax OLD MaN,

DIED.

Mrs, Lydia Kelley.

Mrs. Kelley died at her home, in Wel-
dn, July 12th, of consumption. Bhe
came with her husband, Dr. Kelley, to
Welda some two months gince. Although
with s such o brief period, yet, by her
amiable disposition, and especilly by
her christian walk and life, she endeared
herself to na.

Her parents were of Quaker persua-
slon, but as there were none of rthat de-
nomimation here, ehe identified herself
a8 a christian by a publie profession of
her fuith, She connected hersell with
the Unlted Presbyrerian church of this
place. Her remaining days werevsvpent
n peace and composure of mind, While
pussing through the furnace of affliction,
an unseen hand stayed her. She found
much comfort anl peace In resting on
God's precious promises.  Although no
prophet spake to her, yet she had ““her
houss in order”™ und was anxlously
awniting that blessed change. It s our
hope that, like & weary pilgrim, she Inid
her haud down to rest, and sweetly sleeps
on the bosom of her Saviour. *

SOLDIERS!

Parties desiring to apply for

Pensions

under the Late Law

can do so before me. I have made
special arrangements to attend
to this class of business,

J. A MOORIE,
Greeley, Kas,

TEN CENTS ia elther silveror

Qrorf() =i
A

Get up a Club and calch a Prize.




