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| Troubles of Dird -
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If the average small boy knew what
a bard time birds have to rear thelr
familles under the best conditions he
would hesitate to disturb their nests,
even if there was no law to threaten
him with punishment If he did so.

There was & patient palr of robins,
for Instance, who bullt thelr first nest
more than six weeks ago in a low
apple tree in the orchard. Presently
there were two blue eggs in the nest.
Then came the first catastrophe, Next
morning the nest was empty. On the
ground undey the tree lay one of the
eggs with two holes picked In its ghell,
That was the work of a big, sneaking
bluejay, If one may judge by the fact
that the same afternoon the robins
were seon chaging a scolding jay about
the orchard and that the pleture of
the jay has long been In the birds'
rogue gallry.

Immediately after the destruction of
their eggs the robins set about build-
ing a second nest on another limb of
the same tree. They got so far as Lo
have three blue eggs in this prospec-
tive cradle when a red squirrel came
down one afternoon from the oaks ad-
Joining the orchard and made a robins'
egg omelet of what he found there.

Then a third nest was bullt and on
that the old mother bird has now been
sitting for two weeks. Perhaps she
will succeed this time In rearing an in-

THE ROBINS.

teresting famlly, but there Is an old
white cat with three kittens under the
hay mow stairs, who spends hours
standing motlonless, all but the tip
of her tail, in the tall orchard glass
and who thinks that a dinner of young
robins wounld do her own children
much good,

There Is a little yellow warblar who
built down In the pasture wood lot
and who had equally hard luck in a
different and really pecullar way.

The yellow warbler's nest was in
itself an exquisite thing. It was bullt
near the top of some thick bushes,
about five feet from the ground. It
wus lined with soft, silky gray mosses
and threads of vegetable tigsue and it
looked 'ike the inside of a spun silver
cup. It was bullt sp artfully that
leaves and branches hid it on all sides,
and It took hard work and good luck
to find It even after one knew It was
there. It was found the day it had
been completed, when the mother bird
was Just ready to begin laylng her
eEES.

But there was another bird out that
day, sneaking through the bushes like
a plekpocket, looking for a chance to
leave one of its eggs In a newly bullt
nest. The sneak was a cowblird, which
never builds a nest of its own and dis-
misses the whole subject of maternal
responsibility from its mind when it
has left an egg In some other bird's
nest. One of these big brown and
black cowbirds found the yellow warb-
ler's dainty lttle nest and lald one of
fts blg spotted eggs there, Then it
flew back to the pasture agaln, and got
down on the ground among the cat-
tle, with others of Its sneaking kind.

Sometimes when a yellow warbler
finds a cowbird's egg in its nest it
will build & false bottom over the egg
ahd proceed to make [ts nest above
it on the second floor. But this poor
warbler got no such opportunity. This
has been a cold, late spring, and the
warblers and other similar birds have
been slow In bullding. Also there

“were many cowbirds about, looking for

a chance to saddle off the hatehing and
rearing of their young on their bet-
ters, and before the yellow warbler
mother could get a chance to lay one
of her own eggs In the nest she had
built It was actually filled almost to
overflowing with {four big cowbird
eggs, This is believed to be the record
in the way of cowbird greediness, Of-

ten two cowbird eggs are found in the
same neet, but rarely If ever have
four been found.

The greed of the cowbird in thus
completely occupying the warbler's
nest brought its own punishment with
it. The warbler, disgusted, abandonad

COWBIRDS STOLE THE WHOLE
NEST.

the nest completely. A day or two
later something—boy or beast—had
discovered the deserted nest and stolen
all four of the eggs.

If the yellow warbler builds another
nest and succeeds in ralsing its brood
where the cowbirds cannot find it the
first catastrophe may be all for the
best, Even when only one cowbird’s
egg 13 laid In a neat and is hatched
out with three or four young walers
the latter are likely to get far the worst
of It. The ycung cowbird from the
moment It breaks the shell is bigger
and greedier than its foster brothers
and gisters, 1t will crowd them to the
side and insists on eating much more
than its share of the food which the
yellow warblers bring for thelr
YOUung.

Across the barbed wire and rail
fence from the warbler's nest |s a blg
woods pasture. Close to the fence
grow thick clumps of hazel brush
and wild crab and plum trees. In
some places the thicket Is so dense
that a man has hard work In forcing
his way through it. High up In these
tangles, six or elght feet from the
ground, two palrs of catbirds have
built their nests, They are apparently
gafe from all but other bird enemies,
for the long, sharp thorns and the [n-
terlacing branches protect them {rom
attack from the ground. This is evi-

MOURNING DOVE BROODS ON THE
GROUND.

dently a favorite nesting place of

thelrs, for in the branches there are

the ruins of nests evidently two or

three years old,

Close to the catbird’'s tangle and ly-
fng on the ground In a poor apology
for a nest were found a recently |
hatched mourning dove and a white
egg from which the little bird had
not yet picked its way. This nest was
cloge to the stalks of some close grow-
ing bushes and would never have been
discovered If the old mother bird had
not gotten up and flown away in a

far they have done finely, and on 8at.
urday last the elder of the two was
already able to use his wings In a
filzit of three or four feet.

Qut in an old telephone pole which
gtands at the corner of two country
roads Is a regular birds' flat bullding.
About fifteen feet up from the ground,
Just high enough up to be the despair
of small boys, Is a small hole leading
down to & circular chamber. Here a
binebird family has its home. Five
feet up Is another and larger hole, This
{g the front door to the residence of a
redheaded woodpecker. At present the
yvoung woodpeckers are just getting
ready to try their wings and at almost
any time one of the youngsters may be
geen looking out of the hole at what
must seem a strange world. Still
higher up, in the third story of the flat
bullding, Is another opening evidently
made by a flicker, who changed h's
mind and left before he completed the
work. There I8 likely to be an English
sparrcw's nest In that cavity before
the summer is over, for the “avian
rats” are golng out into the country
for the summer in great numbers and
bid falr as soon to be as big a nulsance
there ae they are now in the city and
nearby suburbs,

There seem to be other birds beslde
the bluejay which sometimes eat or at
least destroy the eggs of the'r fellows,
Thus the other day a horrible suspi-
clon was aroused in regard to that
symbol of Innocente and gentleness,
the robin redbrea:t. The robin flew
from a tree down Into the grass of a
swamp meadow. There he disappeared
for a moment. When he came into

sight again he was flying for dear life
with a red-winged blackbird close be-
hing it, shrieking *“stop thief" at the
top of its volce,

Of course the robin's

IN THE BIRD'S FLAT BUILDING.

intentlong may have been perfectly
honorable, but why should the redwing
be roused to such a sudden pitch of
fury at the sight of him asks a writer
in the Chicago Tribune.

Russln’s White City.

For three months in the winter
Archangel, now to hecome the great
western port of Russia, scarcely sees
the sun, and for three months In the
summer seldom loses sight of it. Yet
there is no city in the whole of Europe
which lles for so many months—for
the greater part of the year, in fact—
under a mantle of snow; and because
of this the Russian fondly calls it “the
White Clty."

White, too, It is in other ways, All
the chief bulldings glare with white
paint and blink with white blinds. The
churches—and In 8 Russian city they
are but few—are also of pure white;
only the cupolas are green, and the
crosses on their summits gold, And
white are the private houses of the
better sort—except where Norweglans
and Germans live, for buff and blne
and red then streak and dlaper the
pine walls and edge the gable ends.
But street-posts, gates, pillars, walls,
fences—these are all white. And In the
summer, for every official you see in
a blue or gray tunie, you see ten in
white caps and white uniforms, Bright
color alone Is left to the women and
children; pink blouses, green skirts,
scarlet petticoats, orange aprons, and
blue kerchiefs are common enough;
while a group of children will always
look like a cluster of old English flow-
ers, But otherwise, In summer as In

now destined to be the capital of a
new Russla in the near west, s a
White City, Indeed.

Her Legal Privileges
The following allegation in a bill for
divoree against a wife was held by the
Supreme court at Washington not to

terrible fright when the nestseeker was
four or five feet away,

With the Instinct of most of tha‘l
ground building kind the old bird went |
off with an apparently broken wing
and did her bett to decoy danger away
from her helpless little ones. It is a
wonder how these little doves escape
the prowling cats which hunt In the

state any legul gronund for divorce:
“She was guarrelsome, viclous in dis-
position, murderous in threats against
the plaintiff and his parents, hysterical
and ungovernable in temper, crazy in
het actions, and by her causeless and
unprovoked bolsterousness, screaming,
hallooing, and other wild conduct, by
day and night, an Intolerable nulsance
to all her nelghbors,"

Oldest Churech In the Cauntrf,

The oldest Protestdnt church in the
United Btates Is 8Bt. Luke's, at Smith-
fleld, Va., writes Willlam E. Curtis in
the Chicago Record-Herald. St Luke's
was erected in 1632, and was restored
{n 1894 as nearly as possible to its or-
iginal condition and appearance, It is
a beautiful old structure of early Eng-
glish gothle, with mullioned windows |
and a stately tower, and has been used
for public worship ;almost continuous-
ly for two centurles and & half. The
origiral church erected on Jamestown
jsland by the first English colonlats
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in North America under Captain John
Smith—the church in which Pocahon-
tas was baptized and married—has all
disappeared, except a picturesqua, ivy-
¢lad tower of brick, surrounded by a
grove of treea. '

Ho'and Heepn 0 d Ocean at Bav.

There are at present about 1,000
miles of sea dikes in the Netherlands,
The total length of dikes is difficult to
estimate, and even If it could be esti-
mated would mean but little, for it
must be remembered that the dikes
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of time been destroyed and rebullt re-
peatedly. It bhas not been so much a
question of bullding them as it has
been of maintaining them and keeping
them where they were. Besldes pro-
tecting the country from the Invasions
of both fresh and ealt waters, the dikes
have served to reclaim no less than
210,000 acres, nearly all of +which are
good, fertile land.—National Geograph-
le Magazine,

The man who has never written :
foolish love letter has not yet taken all

meadows and woods all about, but -.I

winter, this old city of Archangel,
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WU'S PREDECESSORS.

Ome Gave Reception at Which Amaerl*
emns Were M respoctful

There had been Chinese ministers
before— all of them men of good abll-
Ity; all of them men of high standing
at home; and all of them go little In
touch with the affairs of the country
to which they were aceredited, that
they were regarded popularly as ob-
jects of curiosity—it s to be feared,
sometimes as objects of derision by tha
unthinking. The first of the list,
Chen Lan Pin, was accredited to the
United States In the administration of
President Hayes, and then followed, In
succession, Cheng Tsao Ju, Chang Yen-
hoon, Tsul Kwo-yin and Yang-yu. So
far as the public was concerned, one
of these gentlemen was the same as
another, Few, except the clerks in the
State Department, could remember one
of them without consulting the record,
It was known In a general way that
there was a Chinese legation in Wash-
ington, that there was a minister, pre-
sumably a heathen, that he had attend-
ants patterned after himself, that their
ways ware not our ways, and that thelr
god was not our God, One of the
carlier in the llst—which one does not
matter now—thought to enter into the
social life of the capital, and gave a
reception. Invitations were issued, all
in due form. Preparations were made
on a generous and hospitable scale,
und when the night came thie well-bred
Christians of Washington poured down
on the old Stewart Castle which was
then occupled as the legation, and
swarmed over it like an uniamed
horde of Boxers. Some came by invi-
tation, more without, They crushed
and crowded through the rooms; they
battered the furniture; they assaulted
the supper-tables in c¢olumns and
squares, selzed the champagne bottles
from the hands of the helpless walters,
emashed the necks of the botlles to
get at the wine more quickly, and ai-
together showed as little consideration
for thelr host as It he had been a freak

{in o museum. They did not mean to

be rude, and many of them were heart-
ily ashamed of themselves afterward:
but for years it never occurred to mosi
people that the minister from China
should be treated with as distin-
guished consideration as the represent-
ative of any other power,"—L, A. Cool-
idge in Alnslee's.

JAPANESE CURIOSITY.

| Naslves of Japnn Heguarly Siare at
Amerlean Hesldents,
The forelgner traveling in Japan is

goon made aware of the quality of

curiosity. On every rallroad platform
he Is surrounded Ly a crowd of people
who, with thelr mouths as wide open
a8 thelr eyes In thelr effort to lose no
detall of interest, regard him slowly
from head to foot Rnd comment upon
him among themselves the while.
These people may have seen hundreds
of forelgners—they may see them
every day—but they continue Lo act as
if they had never seen one before, 1
visited some Americans in Tokyo who
bad lived in the same house with the
same Japanese neighbors for about a
year, Yet each time Lthat we went out

anese house near by wonld rush Lo
their windows and stand watching as
eagerly as a small Yankee at the cir-
ous, This happened every day. It is
always possible to tell whether & for-
elgner happens (o be in his garden, for
a goodsized crowd of Japanese gath-
ered aboyt the gate announces the im-
portant fact, I gave several talks and
lectures to school children and young
men and women in Japan. They were
interpreted, 1, of course, speaking In
English, g0 that half of the address
was understood by only a few. Yet I
have never seen audiences more abso-
lately attentive, Not a word was lost
and the same concentration was shown
while 1 was speaking as when the in-
terpreter was turning it into Japan-
ese, Little school children—boys and
girls—sat drinking everything In, with
their eyes popping out of their heads
until T had finished. I never flattered
myself that this was due to the fgscin-
atlon of my discourse, but merely to
the great curlosity of my audience,
their power of concentration and their
receptivity.—Ailnslee's Magazine,

\lo drive the people in the llttle Jap-

Funlight nt Different Localitien
Instruments are set up at varlous

' meterologieal observatories that auto-

matically register the periods during
which the sun {8 unobscured by clouds
during the daylight hours, and tables
are printed giving the actual number
of hours of sunlight during each year.
By comparing the actual number of
sunlight hours with the number of
hourgs during which the sun is above
the horizon at each place a percentage
number is obtained, as In the follow-
ing small table. In New York city, for
instance, 64 per cent of the daylight
hours; on the average are gunny.

8t. Petersburg, 34 per cent;: Ham-
burg, 28 per cent; Dublln, 33 per cent;
Berlin, 89 per cent; Oxford, 30 per
cent; London, 28 per cent; Ventnor,
87 per cent; Vienna, 38 per cent; Zur-
ich, 42 per cent; Lagano, 56 per cent;
Padua, 46 per cent; Rome, 66 par cent;
New York, 64 per cent; Madrid, 45 per
cent.

Darby Winner aud We'll be SBuprems.

Ameriea will be supreme when one
of her citizens breeds a Derby winner
and, without letting anyone else own
s0 much as a hair of his tall, races him
in his own colors, There Is nothing Ja
buying an English horse to win an
English race,. With such magnifcent
breeding establishments as Wooiburn,
Belle Meade, Elmendorf, McGrith'ana,
Runnymede, Dixiana, Rancbe Gel Paso,
the Nursery, Castleton, Beaumont,
Meadowthorpe, La Belle, Brookdals
and Rancocas, in which milllons are
invested, the prediction Is ventured
that within five yesads we shall have
the horse we are leoking for—and the

Carried OF the Beer WMagw

At the recent Commers, at Boun, In
honor of the German crown prince, at
which the kalser was present, an un-
pleasant incldent arose. The gucsts
thonght that the beer mugs were keep-
sakes, and carried off 650 of them, The
“Borussla” corps, which acted as host,
Instead of seltling for the mugs, has
asked the guests who carrled them
away elther to return them or to send
30 cents to the proprlelor of the res-
taurant where the Commers was held,

Ladiey Can Wear Shoea.
Omnesize smallerafterusing Allen's Foot-
Euse, u powder. It makestight or new
shoesensy, Curesswo len. hotsweating,
aching feet, ingrowing nal's, corns and
bunions. Alldiu rg sts and shee stores,
Boe. Trial package FREE by mail. Ad-
dress Allen 8 Olmsted, Le Roy, N. Y.

The man who begrudges himeelf an
oceasional hearty laugh is the worst
kind of a miser.

Mra, Winslow's Soothing Syrap.
For children 1eething, sof the gums, red T
Sammation, aliays pain, curet wind colle. Los bottle

Pleo's Curo Ix uive best meadiging wo ever used
for all afections of the thro.t and lunes. — Wi
O ExpgLay, Vanburen, Ind., Fob. 10, 1900

Interest sometimes nssumes the role
of disinterestedness for n "urpose,

No [lml?;llup. Bip. Cdip OF per-
son should be without Wizard O1l for
every painful accident or emergency.

It is more blessed to give a bill than
It is to pay one,

DO YOUR OLOTHES LOOK YELLOWY
1If 8o, use Red Cross Ball Blue, It willmake
thewm white ns snow. 2 oz package b ceuts,

A Ve'y Novel Watch,

In Zurich a very novel watch has
Just bien made, It forms the cup or
heart of a jeweled fower, which I8
intended to be worn as an ornament,
The .dower itself can be opened or
closed by touching a tiny spring, and
when It Is closed the little watch 18
not vislble. When a lady wearing
stuch an ornament desires to know the
time ull gshe has to do Is to touch the
spring, whereupon the flower opens
and the watch ls revealed.

It is said that an Atchison lawyer
who writes learnedly of classical lit-
erature can't make out his own legal
papers,

KANSAS HOME NUKSERY and
EXPERIMENTAL GROUNDS

Grow and well all desirable 0Le sod wvEw varies
tes of large nnd small frulis.
Best Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, Vioes and

Herbaceous Plants,
AGENTS WANTEN, Cash sdvanced weekly,

Lint of specislties freo.
A H, ORIESA, LS N LAWRENCE, RAN,

SCALE AUCTION

B AL O e ton, T Fo

Phetr Brosas Great Kemody 1ot
:Ih. Follepay and nll.!mm:uu-l. Aﬂﬁ&
ﬁ%‘%’%ﬁf{é‘ e ..MEPAYJ&'&
et ot Thompson’s Eye Water

CORN AND OATS!! iy ™ cni

tious  warrant

priees.  Send for our book, “SUCCESSFUL SPECULATION,” sent frea.

J. K. COMSTOCK & CO,, Traders' Bldg., CHICACO,

GUN CATALOGUE,

DO YOU SHOOT?

If you do you should send your name and address on a postal card for &

WINCHESIER

Itillustrates and describes all the diferent Winchester Rifles, Shotguns and
Ammunition, and contains much valuable info
Winchester Repeating Arms Co.,

IT'S FREE,

rmation. Send atonce to the
New Haven, Conn.

man too,—New York Press, i
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MILLIONS OF MOTH

USE CUTICURA SOAP ASSISTED BY CUTI-
CURA OINTMENT THE GREAT SKIN CURE

OPAPLETE FXTERNAL AND INTERNAL TREATNENT FOR EVERY HUNOB,

Whgucmu

ﬁclmn and scales snd softon thethickened cuticle, CUTIOURA
mlto m.muy.mymw. m.-nuam freitas
- ’mmmu‘&. A :

10 oure the moat

| ROAF, to cloanse the akin of crusts
(o

often iy
teching,




