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+ FOR TARIFF REFORM.

A Mapufacuring Friend of a Former
Resident of Here Says Things.

We recently received a letter
from Geo, Muss, now located at
Peloit, Wis., in which he_called
our attention to an article written
for the Beloit (Wis.) News, by _a
friend of his. an ardent and life
long Republican, in which this
friend mukes some very voluted
remsarks concerning the tariff
question Toe article is wood
enougn for reproduction, snd is
as follows:

Beloit, Wis., Jan,, 6, 1908,

Editor Daily!'News:—[ 3am jin
receipt of vour letter requesting
anarticle from ma on the tarriff
question froa the Republican
standpoint, and would sav at the
ouatset that [ am ¢lad that this
most important question is baing
given prominence in your journal
and beleive a vampaign of educs-
tion can not be started too _lun.

I balieve that the views of the
rank and file of our party on the
tariff question have undergone a
great change, and todav the ser
edoc..on
inour party is very strong. I
also belvive the active politicians
of both parties has been vut of line
upon this giestion for at least six
year, I say both parties hagause,
notwithstanding tha professions
of Democrany in their platforms
of tarifl reform, they have made
po seffort in Congress' for years
to this eod, and at the present
tinit dre obstructing Renubliean
measurn of tariff relief for the
Philipnine Islands.  With solitary
exception, I think we may con-
elude that. forsome unnceountable
reason, our repesentatives of hoth
pirties in Congress have shied a
discussion of the tariff

The American peoples may be
classiied thus: 10 per cent politi-
cians; 10 per cent socialists, apar-
chists, and other reactivnaries:
and 30 per cant, or great middle
class, who do not aspire to office
but ure very willing to et the
politicians ran the government so

knew what the tariff on iron and
steel was, I admitted I did not,
hut assumed itshould be about the
same per ton as it was on lumber
per thousand feet, namely two
dollsts I have since asked the
quastion of & grest many well in-
formed people, and never haye
found one who koew wny more
sbout it than [ did und when he
gave me the tariff list on iron ana
steel, [ was amazed beyond mea-
sure Tariff on stee! rail, $7.00
per ton; bar iron and steel in
sizes nhove one half inch, £10.00
per ton; size one half inch and
under, §16.00 per ton; tin £30.00
per ton; The steel trust was
formed according to program and
the monopoly practically is com-
plete; prices have jumped up aud
staid up; no competition worthy
of the pame exists. St. Psul on
his way to Damascus was not con
verted quicker than [ was, and I
saw clearly that what this com-
bination would do, similar com-
bingtions basad on other com.
modities comd also do, all of
which has come Lo}'pass unti] the
American people are fast dividing
into cligues, each trying to get
meé cinch on his peighbor, Of
«0essity lnbor has takan a hand
with its cinch, and the daylof the
square deal when eath man had &
evenshow with hi: neighhor seems
to have gone foraver. All that
seets to be left for the man"with- |
out a cinch of sume kind isto go
hack to the soil. Kven this sacred
refuge is being invaded hy the
trust ogre. The prica of live
stozk at the various stockvards of
the country is now siid to be made
by one man avery morning with a

{murgin of 15 ernts per 190 pounds,

within which all buyers must ope-
rite or stand a $300.000 fine each
if they exceed the margin, This
is what sils the present price of
livestock.

[ aksed the statistician if ha
could give me the data on the cost
of producing the various forms of
iron and steel, He revlied he
could do so lthough government
clerki were not sopposed to give
out anything of this kind to the

long as thev do fairly well atit, |
and they are left ‘ree to sttend
to their ordinary avoestions, As'
one of this last class I wish parti-
cularly to address my remarks to |
them. |

Hitherto we have blindly fol-!
lowed the directions of our lead-

public. He convineed me clearly
that pig iron was being produced
at a gross cost of from 2000 to
£5.00 per ton, steel mils and iron
and steel bars from $0.00 to $12.00
per ton, going throogh the items
in detail; and these figure have
since heen corrohorated by the
testimonv of one of the leading

ers. [t was always enough for me|officials of the steel trust on the
that Spooner advised this or that; | Witness stand in a Pittshurg coort.

Iiassumed it was right and gover-
ned myself accordingly. When we
wers told that the tarifl was the
source of all our prosperity, I
accepted this view, marched in
processions, arranged bonfires hir-
ed bands of musicand in common
with the rest of the boys perse-
cuted the tarifi reformers, even to
strange ocities, whooping her up
for protection, Several years ago
['well remember participating in a
tarif argument in the crowded
smokirg room of & sleeping car.
I contended that it made no diffe-
rence how high the tariff wall
was built, home comoetition would

+ bring the price where it belonged,

and illustrated my point by the
then price of iron and steel, ordi
pary bars one cents per pound.,
pails 80 cents a keg, steel rails
$16.00 to $18.00 a ton; and had
rather the best of the argument.
One gentleman, I noticed, said
pothing whatever, and when the
rest bad left the room, said he
had something totell me.

He said he was employed in
the statistical department in the
government service; and thata

, combination in the steel industry
« which would efectually throttle
all competition was already
formed, and *hat it ;depended for
itsmain prop apon the excessive-
Iy high tarifl. He asked me if I

I asked why any sovch tariff as
imposed by the Dingley schedula
was necesary he replied that Car-
negie and the steel lobby at Wasn-
ington who wrote the schedule,
could probably tell me,

The propheey of the govern-
ment officials in the sleeping car
that night has since been fulfilled
to the letter, The great iron and
steel trust has been formed. con-
trol'ing the entire output either
by absolute ownership or commu-
nity “'of interests" as Morgan
ealls it. They say to the few in-
dependent operators, "'Come with
us and you will wear diamonds;!
oppose as, and you will come ot
between the upper and nether
mill stona’. As most of the In-
dependents have to procure some
percentage of their raw materials
from the trust they have no alter-
oative but comoliance,

At the ahove cost figures it
would seems that $12.00 for pig
iron. $18.00 for rail, and £20.00
per ton for bars, was s good price
varticularly as under consolidation
1 great many econimies have been
effected. so that the labor cost per
ton of output is away below what
it was in competition days. The
purpose, howevar, of such con-
solidation is not philsnthropie,

For some time vrices wers mors

than doubled, aod beld today a

little less than doube the old prices
We instioce the steel trust asa
fuir illustration of most all of
the others, A good trust, as de-
fived hy the President. is one that
is willing to divide the benefit of

the preseot time, such trust are
too 1ew to eatologue,

The indestries of Beloit ording-
rilv melt 15 tons of 'oig iron dsily
Since this steel trust got fairly
under way, they have paid from
$17.00 to $25.00 for pig iron which
had previously cost them from
$1200 to $15.00 Averaging this
advunce at 85 1 ton it has cost the
Beloit industries a total of $1,200
# day. or $360.000 & sear,
This is & hideous annual’bonus for
one little factory town in Wiscon-
sin to have to pay oo acenogt of
tarifl which has netted the gog-
ernment practically nothiog:
the tariff is so prohibitory no
iron comes in from aboard of aay
account, and this is its only the
pig iron itern. Who gets the bane-
fiz of this graft? The apologists
for this erime maintain tha; it is
necesary to pay the advanced cost
of labor. As a maiter of fact, the
cost of labor per ton of oaput has
been greatly reduced: o« labor’s
share reminds one of a crumb
thrown to a dog under the table,
Mnchinery has been substituted for
labsr from  start to finsh: stevm
shovels dig the ore out of the
monntain self domping trains ran
down il to the docks almost by
gravity; there epormous ore
harges are londed in two or three
honrs, and made the round trip
from Lraluth to South Chicago and
return,  inoloding  anlowding, in
five days. AL thie milis machaniom!
contrivances of every kind mest
the eye, and the old time, highly
paid lavor is redoced to 1 mini-
mum. A chemical laboratory
und compparatively few machine
tet der and repairs, at ordinarily
fair wages, and a small army of
Jolaks at 31 75 a day make up the
ensemble for whose benefit this
gigantic tariff is supposed to be
necessary Prosperity was due this
country in 1898, and we have all
heen so husy since, not anjiccount
of the tarifl, but in spite of it
that the peoole have had no time
to investigate it; when we do ,we
will find that the great middle
class have had a about 5 per cent
benelit. and & few peonle, prinei-
pallyiu New York, have had aboat
95 per cent  These bave found
out ways of interésting the money
stream that flowed to that center,
and have spent their time diligent-
Iy, with wash tubs and buckets,
dipping it up. In this monoply
they bave been chiefly assisted by
the tariff, Now Zprosperiy bus
burned itself out. The common
people  all over this land are
wandering the streets out of busi-
pess. Mooey available for busi-
nesss enterprises seems to have
vanished. Most manufacturing
concerns find they bave done an
enormdbs volume of husiness in
the year ol alleged prosperity. but
with a surprisingly small amount
of net gain. Again we turnto
our politicians for advice and re-
lief. Be patient; the quadriennial
contasts of the two great political
parties is at hand involved in mak-
ing their respective platforms,
Blindly we have stretched out
vor pecks like young robins, with
and wide open yellow mouths call
for food, which our political
motber bird bas promptly Glled
with hay, straw, stubble, marbles,
wind pudding, and some other
lodigestibes. We find the diet
uncomfortable, and, solemnly
blinking. ask each other what
has mamsie been giving us! This
illustrates the dope we have bean
receiving from our politicans,

The reciprocity treaties, nego-

tiated by America’smost brilliant
stateman, James G. Blaine, and

consolidation with the people. At!

gotten into fine working order oo-
Iy to be extinguished by the Cleve-
land administeation, have not
again been reinstated. No atten-
tion whatever seems to have been
;0tid to the warning contained in
the last speech upon earth of our
matyrred President, MoKinley. ia
which he sdmopished the people
that the time had come for mate-
rial changesin tne tariff schedule.
and pointed o 1t the danger of per-
mitting the present tariff system
to continge. Six vears have pass-
ed, and in thelsix annual messages
of our- president, this subject
seems to have bheen studiously

ignored, or relegated toa more
convenient season. Our poiticians
have bad but one voice upon this
question, ‘Don't touch the tariff

lest you bring on a panic,” Lot

well enough ®out a lone, fand the
like. Mean while the trusts are fast
riveting upon the common people
& commercial tyrany beside which
the tyrrany of Nero was nota
cirenmstance, and we are rapidly
drifting into peonaga. The panie
hes come, and that under the
highest tarifi ever known in
American, When isthe best time
to reduce the tarif During pro-

Obituary.

Jenmie Case, daughter of John
Case of Eareka Townsiip died at
her home in tast township Sunday
evening ut 10 o'clock Feb, 93, '08.
She was born on the same farm,
June 2nd, 1883; being a little over
24 vears of aye,

The news of her untimely death
came as & sad and sudden shock to
the con.munity in which she lived,
She played asmebild and grew
to womanhood in the! home that
she has 50 lately quited,

Jennie was a giz] of pleasing
manners and a loving disposition,
a faithful dsughter, & loving sis-
ter and & trustful friend. She
counted among her friends every
person that she knew and her
cheerful presence will he missed
from among them for many a day
That one with !l the possibilities
of a young life before her should
be In:d low so soon seams hard in-
deed. She bore her brief illness
without complaint and faced the
end without fear, She leaves a
father, ooe brother, Frank, and
four sistars: Susie, Libby, Berths
and Nellie to cherish her bsppy
memory. Fooeral services were
held at the Mt. Pleasant Church

sperity§  No or you will bring on[
# pavic.  During adversity? No, |
or you will then remain under|
[1.'lnil:
Well, the next day after pever 18 8|
pretty good time, Thiz is the

will be rememberad that Congress |
man Babeoek introduced 8 bill to!
tak= the tariff from all trusts ar-l
ticles, and it created a great sen-
sation.
of tha committee to whom Tt was |
refecred. Mr. Habeonck’s oreis|
grew less and less, and ina very |
short time ceased altogthir, Co-|
incidentally, he blossomed out as |
a chairman of one of the most im- |
portant committees in the gift of
the party, | think, the National|
Congresssional  Committee; of
course, uot asa reward for his
silence but for his eminent fitness.
Several other inclient attamots
have been made by some of our
parly leaders %o brine up the
question of tariff reform in Con-
giess, but seem (o have been easi-
Iy  quieted down. In con-
clusion, I would say I believe we
bhave lost six years of very valuable
time and should lose no more. |
koow no better issue for Republi-
cans, oge more important to the
common;people, for & Presidential
campaign, thana propisition to
sirip down with no gentle hand
behind which & trusts op-
pression has sheltred itself. I
am fully in accord with the tarriff
theory of Governor Cummin of
Iows; namely, that the high tariff
bas long since completed is mis-
sion in promoting industries, and
that the expenses of oor govern-
ment are now so great that a tar-
iff sufficient to raise the pecessary
government revenue will be found
ahundant to protect labor and in-
dustry,

I bope to see & general and fair
discussion of this question now.
There is po vetter illustration
of James G Blaine's reciprocity
theory than is afforded right here
in Beloit. For lackof it. our two
principal industries have been
obliged to expend nearly $1.000,
000 in ouilding and equipping un-
necessary shops io Canada This
seems to me Lo mean unnecessary
waste of resources, If the tanfl
boundary had been wiped out by
reciprocity between the two coun-
tries, and the tariff on iron and
steel had been reduced horizontsl-
Iy to $1.00 or $2.00 &8 month six

years ago, there woald be no shut
down reduction of forces or wage

st the present time,

It died in the pigeon hnluj

on Tuxday and the holy was laid
to rest in the Great Bend Ceme-
ery hy the side of her moher, who

The writer voices the sentiment
of the entire neighborhood in ex-

sna hour of bereavement. SEE

Ubenlun Gl

The Athenians ioet Monday'with
Mrs. EE W Moses and enjovad a
patriotie afterncon, Eaek Indy
represented the wife Of a president
appearing in ecostome  of the
veriod during which she was First
Lady of the Land. Theappearance
of Gieo, Washington and Theodore
Roosevelt was a surprise to the
Indies and the source of much
merriment. Wushiogton ways es-
pecinlly fine looking chivalry,
Roosevelt in rough rider costume,
was as usual chiefly noticeable for
glassas and teeth. Marths Wash-
ington and Mrs. Clevelund played
8 duet to the stirring strains of
which the ladies marched. The
club sane America, Columbia and
the Star Spangle Banner and each
lady guve an ancedata of the pre-
sident whose wife she represented.
Muny old tressures were exhibited
among them a Queen Anne teapot
over 400 vears old. a pair of rary
hand wrought East India gold bra-
celets and "chain, 8 miniature by
Trumbloll, & newspaper printed
100 vears ago, & carved ivory case
of knitting needles, some hand-
sorve old embroidery, s set of
silver knives with steel gold
plate blades which are over 100
years old, s Lafayette tureen some
old copper gnd brass cooking uten
sils, a pair of old candle snuffer
and many other interesting old
relics,

Tes, coffee, wafers and bonbons
were served st the close of this
most delightful afternoon,

Club meets with Mrs. Chapman
next Monday.

Chas D. Mootgomery of Chi-
cago representing the Mergent-
baler Linotype Co, was here
Wednesday and  closed a deal
with this office for one of his
companys machines Mr Mongo-
mery was & resident of Dighton
during the boom days,

The new_band under the di-
rection of Mr Kramer is getting
along fine thers will be about
thirky five members and will soon
be aole to furnish music for all
occassions They will need en-
couragement and possibly s little
inthe way of finances later It
costs money to equip and maintain
an organization of that kind there

John Stoskopf of Beaver was
8 caller Tuesday,

man, but always money out.

is 0o movey in it fora local hand

—
A letter Frem Galiferala.
Los Augeles, Cal, Feh, 20th, 1908 .
The Democrat:-
Tninking that a few lines from
us might he of interest to our

short letter
sant trip to this place Our first
stop was at San Beroardino, It
begzan to rain just as we got to the
hotel, and it raived all the time
we were therd, two days. We
found our son Will there, and he

was at Los Angeles, and 1t rained
there for three days, and then the
sun came out and we went to
Whittier. twenty one mile . from
Los Angeles to visit our relstion
M B Huotchioson snd Henry
Griffin. They both bave orange
and lemon farms [ picked oranges
one day on M B's ranch The na-
vals are pearly all picked now
Tnere are between four and five
hundred acre i in oranges and lem-
ons at Whittier and that many
scre of Walnuts The land sells
for $200 and 2250 per mcre I
found & tenlacres orange and lemon
grove for sale at $200 an acre and
I wld the man I would take five
ncres at that price but he would
pot sell unless he sold it all s0 we
went to another small ranch of
Ileee scres witha seven room

conditions. When then? Crossed over several years ago.|house one mile from town il

kinds of fruit on the place and the
price was $6500

only deduction we can draw from | ending the deapest sympathies to| T think this is the finest country
; - € i « | . :
the attitude of our politicians, [ ¢ |the sorrowing family in this®their |1 over wasin It is like summer

hereal the time now We are
| now haek in Los Angeles TLast
| week we took & trip to Long Bench
jund spent the day with (), A Mar.
[tin and wife and had & nice visib
:'l'he_'.‘ are all well Long Beaen is
# vite place We got a fow shells
ou the beach Two vears ago there
was 4 whale caught at the beach
and it is now in the park near the
beach. Itjis 6514 feot long. The
length of its jaws 16 feet, dinmeter
12 and three tenths feet, and from
the looks of its mouth I don't
think it would have any trouble
swallowing Jonah,

Getting back to Los Angeles
agnin, our pext trip was to Fast
Lake Park, the Ostrich farm,
and the Indisn village. It was
grand scenery, Last Sunday we
took dinner with D, J, Newton
and had & nice visit. Last Thurs-
dy we went to 8 Minnesota picnic
at East Lake Park, and found a
number of friends that we had
known in Minnesota. | saw s
preacher on the cars the other day
by the name of 8. H. Envesrt. He
told me that the Methodist churely
at Great Bend was boilt while he
was on that charge. We have
spent nearly two days at the
Chamber of Commarce. Yester-
day we went to tne ladies circle
Our next trio will be to the Santa
Ustalios Islands We take the
steamer at San Pedro, and after
that our next trip will be to Séh
Francisco Yours Truly,

W. E Durand,

Justus Ssndrock Las » fine team
of colts on at his farm that arrived
there Saturday.

Joe Ji ndrak went home to Paw-
nee County Wedneslay after a
business visit here. Joe is on 8
farm out there and doing fine.

Clarence Aldrich retorned from
8 week's visit with his parents
Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Aldrich and
other relatives near Alva, Okla-
homs. Mr. Aldrich has a farm
down there that he was also look-
ing after.

J. W. Hainlive of LaJunta,
Colorado eame in from the east
Tuesdav evening and will visit his
daughters, Misses [rma and Josie
Hainline and son, Jack Hainline
an Jother “friends. Mr. Hainline
is the patantee of s dust collector
that is being used especially in
school houses, that promises to be
u big fosncial success,

friends in Kanss,] will writea
We had & very plea-

was glad to see us  Our next stop
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