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The northernmost place in the world
"where rye and oats mature is at Kengis,
in the Swedish province of Norrbotten,
fortv-nin- q miles to the'nortli qf the Polar
circle, whereas the northernmost spot
where corn is grown is at'Muoniovarn,
ninety-eig- mUes to the, north of the
ircle. Chicago Times.

Three hundred dollars a year gives
a spacious and elegant residence, in
the Azores. Servant wages are two
dollars to fivo dollars a month; one cent
a pound buys the finest grapes? meat
and chickens .cost about, fifty per; cent,
less than here; lish nre pxcellcnt and
abundant, andvegetables are plenty and

Jcheap.
On Dr. Grlenn's ranch in Colusa

kunty, California, in the same field,
were to bo seen at the same time one set
of men thrashing out this year's crop,
another set seeding for noxtycar, and a
third set summer-fallowin- g for the sec-

ond year's crop, while in auother'partof
lhe held a tine volunteer crop was coming
well forward.

A somnambulist at Louisville, Ky.,
created a decided sensation at four
o'clock one morning by appearing in a
skin costume on the roof of his house and
executing " Humpty Dumpty" dances
so near the eves that his legs often pro-
jected over the edge. Ho was secured
and thereby awakened and no harm be-

fell him. Chicago Herald.
A gentleman in Washington has in-

vented a machine consisting of numerous
mirrors retlecting the sun's rays from
one to the other with "such effect that
they will reduce wood to ashes, melt
metal, boil water and cook vegetables.
To boil a kettle and 009k a beefsteak by
using the sun when the thermometer
marks 100 will be a boon to housekeep-
ers. Detroit Post.

A man while camping near Russell,
.Arizona Territor-- , recently shot at a
rabbit from the camp near a boarding
house. The ball from the rifle missed
the game struck an adjacent rock, from
which it deflected from its courso almost
at aright angle, and, passing through a
window of the boarding house, struck a
miner in the breast, inflicting quite a
.bruise.

Dr. Deuker, of St. Petersburg, n
physician having treated hundreds of
children at the hospital for diphtheria,
says he has met with the best results
from the following treatment. As soon
as the white snots appear on the tonsils
he gives cold drinks, acidulated with
hydrochloric acid, and every two hours
a gargle composed of lime-wat- and
.hot milk in equal parts.

There were found on the person of
a young Englishman who committed
suicide atBordentown, N. J., by drown-
ing, seven locks of hair belonging
to as many different persons,

sweethearts. A cruel wretch
insits that.it is no wonder that he killed
himself. One sweetheart is about all
that one ordinary man can endure, and
the young Englishman is said not to
have been extraordinary.

Dr. Wilson, of Meriden, has found
that malarial diseases invaded Connecti-
cut in 18C0, in the town of Southport, in
a wave scarcely more than twenty
miles wide, spreading laterally from this
line of progress only after reaching the
northern bouudary of the State, ana oc-

cupying about fifteen years in its march.
This migratory feature of the disease
has not been heretofore noticed in
America, though not unknown on the
continent of Europe.

The bean-blow- with which the
modern schoolboy loves to torment the
children roundabout him and his teacher
on the platform is only a feeble imita-
tion of the "sunipitan'' with which the
aboriginal Dyaks of Borneo go to war.
The sumpitan is a blow-pip- e about five
jeer, long, ami tnc arrows, which arc
inaueoi wood or s, are tlnnan.l ,
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A farmer Cavuga County, New
xurK, was siiun 01 neip, 111c oilier
day had a big field of potatoes dig.
He bantered a neighbor to take the job.
and tho latter offered to do for one
potato from every hill he should dig.
The contract was closed and the digger
put in his best work with his digging-for-

and at the close of the day he
loaded the tubers into a w.igon and
carted to the farmer's bin, taking one
from each hill as he loaded. He only

fifteen bushels for himself, but
of course did not stop to pick out small
ones. At fifty cents a bushel this made
sl verv dav's work.

A Prisoner.
the Davidson County Jail is con-

fined a man on the of "murder
"whose name will not be mentioned,
American not wishing to prejudice his
case. The prisoner in question is given
to somnambulistic habits. When the
bells the city usher in midnight the
prisoner arises from his couch in a
stealthy aid noiseless manner,
ont to cell and scrutinizes
the hall, or as much it as can be seen
through the door, and also ever3 comer
of his narrow apartment, :i3 if intent
upon satisfying himself that no is in
the vicinity. He then proceeds take

cotton shirt and fills body of it
with the coveringof the bed. also stuffing
tlre'arnis full. He this in cor-
ner on a chair and puts upon the top of
it a hat. Havinjr arranged this suit
him, the noiseless
tread walks to the place where a
broom is kept and grasps it as if it wore
a gun. with a catlike tread upon
the figure in the chair. The

considerable time,
"sleeper" acting as if he was
engaged in picking his way through
brush or low timber.

Having arrived at a from which
a good view can be he

and deliberately raises the broom
in right angles to hi3 "shoulder. After
taking a long aim he through the
same motion that would in faring a
gun. He then approaches the chair,
picks and carries it to
the remote corner of the cell. He
goes down on fours and goes through
the motion of digging with his hands.
Having dug untu the hole is
enough he places shifted shirt in it
and carefully covers it stamping the
floor of the cell as he was pressing
o!own uneven He then scat-
ters over an armful of which
he goes the process of gather-
ing from the different portions of his
cell.

The work concluded to his
the broom

binder his bed, if a gun. He
then washes his examines his
clothes carefully, to see there was
any blood upon them, and resorts again
to his couch, to until morn-
ing The prisoner, when informed of
this strange freak in his waking mo-
ments denies all knowledge of the oc
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Storms nnd Earthquakes.
The recent destruction of the greater,

portion of tho city of Manila by a hurri-
cane will, for several reasons, awaken
more merely sympathetic interest.
In the first place, Manila is of the
chief commercial centers of the East
Indies, and its extensive trade has
brought it into close relations with tho

nations of the world. Among
the shipping injured and destroyed by

storm were several vessels from for-
eign port3, and the business of tho town
is said to havo been completely suspend-
ed since disaster. So great was tho
.force of the hurricane that all the
wooden and thatched houses were blown
down, the roofs were torn from the
stronger buildings, and the Government
"offices, hospitals. and factories were de-

stroyed. Tho effects of tempest
rwero not confined to Manila, and great
destruction was wrought in other parts

tho island of Luzon. According to a
cable despatch, 00,000 families havo
been rendered homeless, yet the loss of
life was comparatively slight.

Aside from the commercial interests
involved, this disastrous storm possesses
great interest from a scientific point of
view. The study of the phenomena of
the atmosphere "is being pursued now
with greater energy than ever before.
The tropical storms, of which the hurri-
cane that devastated Manila seems
have been a typo, have always attracted
a large share attention of meteor-
ologists, and it was from the study of
such storms, pursued largely by means
of log books of ships which had en-

countered them, that some of tho funda-
mental theories thescienco of mctoor-o- l

osv, as.it now exists, were derived.
Only recently a special of
the hurricanes tho China Sea was set
on foot, and the Manila hurricane will
furnish valuable data to those who are

in this work.
One the of these storms

which specially needs investigation, if
the study of them is to lead to any prac-
tical result, is their tendency to break
out at intervals with unexampled fury,
sweeping everything from their track.
Hurricanes are not at Manila,
but heretofore they have not wrought

great destruction there. The storm
which swept the city into ruins recently
appears to have possessed many times
tho of ordinary hurricanes."
How its force must have been
may be judged from the fact that, on
account of the frequentstorms and earth-
quakes experienced there, the houses of
Manila were constructed with a view of
resisting such shocks. The same phe-
nomena have been witnessed in the In-

dian Ocean and West Indies, where
hurricanes prevail, which are classed by
meteorologists with those of the China
Sea. In 1822 a hurricane tremendous
fury burst over the upper end the Bay-o- f

Bengal and the delta of Ganges,
causing enormous loss property, while
50,000 persons are said to have perished
in the Hoods that were produced. in
1780 a hurricane at Barbadoes wrecked
a great number of ships, and caused
the loss of 4,003 lives. There was a sim-

ilar storm, though much less destructive,
at Tokio in October, 1S80, when 1,400
houses were blown down and sity-fiv- c

persons were killed. It is known that
the motion of these storms rotary, and
that thev commonly occur at certain
seasons of the year; but information is I

needed as the causes which produce
phenomenal tcmpext.s like that at Manila,
and as the possibility of obtaining warn-
ing of them.

late vears much attention has been
given to theories which recognize causes t

outside earth as influencing its me-- 1

teorologi cal conditions. The most con
of theso theories relates to

supposed coincidence of the periois of
sun-sp- with storm cycles on
the earth. The evidence collected for
and against this theory is contradictory.
-- ,,,1 mon of sc:cneo ,i0 not undertake at

tnrbing force which is manifested by
outbursts of burning gases

and the formation of enormous chasms
in his surface, and that at such periods

and apparently as a result of the solar
disturbances the sun exerts an un-

usually powerful electrical influence
upon the earth. This is shown by
displays of the aurom borealis like thie
of last spring and summer, and by mrg-net- ic

disturbances v hich affect the needle
and sometimes cripple the telegraph.

to some theorists earth-
quakes also occur most frequently in
cycles which depend upon

influences, and we are now entering
one of those cycles. In the light of re-

cent investigations of the flexibility of
earth's crust, which arc said to show

that it bends not only under weight
of tidal waves in the ocean, but under
great atmospheric pressure, the question
may arise whether there is not an inti-
mate connection between earthquakes
and atmospheric phenomena. At any
rate, there is now a good chance to as-

certain the truth, for the spots have
been growing more numerous and larger
during the last two years, and in that
time we have had tornadoes, hurricanes,
floods and other meteorological com-
motions of almost unexampled fur-- , be-

sides an extraordinary series of earth-
quakes, marked by such disasters as the
destruction of Casamicciola and Chio3,
and the more recent disturbances in Cen
tral America and at the Isthmus of
Panama. There is an opportunity to do
the world a great service by discovering
the laws that govern the stormy side of
nature. 2. 1. bnn.

A Very Sad Case.

A society joung man metnnice young
lady and her two sisters at a watering-plac- c

this3ummer, and at the close of
the season she gave him her address and
said he would be delighted to have him
call when he returned to the city. He
called on first opportunity that
offered, and feeling liberal, and a dollar
in his pocket, he invited the young lady
down to the saloon. "And
tell your sisters to come along," he ad-

ded, with a Vauderbiltian air. The nice
young lady went to room and
called: ""Mary, Julia, Maggie, Sophie,

Flora and Dora ! come here."
"Great Scott !" mentally exclaimed the
young man, feeling the solitary dollar in

pocket; "has she more than two sis-

ters, or have I struck a female seminary?"
It was too true she had a generous sup- -

of and when the young man
her say, as maidens came

waltzing into room, "Come, girls,
Mr. Litehedisgoingto treat us to ice-

cream put on your hats," he rushed
from the house a raving maniac, and
now wears straws in nis hair and
imagines himself President of Vassar
College. 2'he Judge.

A few days ago, during a heavy
storm, the Rio Grande River suddenly
changed its course by cutting through a
bend near Camargo, and thus placed
several acres of inhabited territory within
the legal limit of the United States.- -

7T. Y. Sun.
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Beetles, Ttc, as Jewels.

Insects have always been used more or
less in decoration, especially in Brazil,
where the richly-colore- d beetles of tho

itho country arc affected as articles of per--

sonni adornment, itcccntiy in n Union
Square jewelry store a monster beetlo
was on exhibition, having been sent
there for repairs. It was alivo, and
about its body"was a delicate gold band,
locked with a minute padlock; a gold
chain attached it to the shawl of tho
owner. Sometimes they are worn upon
tho headgear, their slow, cumbersome
movements preventing- them from at-

tracting great attention. They arc valued
at from 50 to $100 apiece. Snakes,
the rich green variety so common in
Now England, are worn by some ladies
as bracelets, while tho gorgeous reptiles
arc often imitated in gold and silver,
with eyes of diamonds, rubies or black
pearls. Gold bears are the proper
tliing now for pins. In tho East tho
chameleon is often worn as a head orna-
ment, tho animal rarely moving and
forming at least a picturesque'decorn-tion- ,

with its odd shape and sculptured
outlines. Various other reptiles, as small
turtles, alligators, etc, are pressed into
service. Tho curious soldier-cra- b has
been used as atyln. Placed in a box
with a rich pearly shell prepared for the
purpose, it will change houses, and
then, secured by a gold or silver chain,
roams about tho wearer, waving its
red and blue claws in a warlike man-
ner. Birds are. perhaps, more com
monly used as natural ornaments than
any other, and a cloak of the skins of
humming birds is 0110 of tho mo3t mag-
nificent objects to be imagined. One, of
a rare species, was ouce sold in Europe
for $5,000. Single birds arc often worth
$700 or $800. A cloak of tho skin of
the great auk would bring $8,000 or
$10,000. Some of the most beautiful
phc.nants are extremely valuable
worth their weight in go'd. Tiger claws
are used in the decoration of hats, and
are extremely valuable and hard to ob-

tain.
Within ten years the alligator his be-

come an important factor of the artistic
manufacturer. Tho hide, by a uaw pro-
cess, is tanned to an agreeable softness
and' used in innumerable ways. Tho
most costly bags and trunks are made
from it; pocket-book- s, card cases, dining-roo-

chairs are covered with it, and it
has been used as a dado on the library
wall of a n naturalist. It
makes an excellent binding for certain
books. Among fishes the shark provides
a skin used in a variety of ways. Tho
shagreen of the shark'sray is of great
value. Canes are made of the shark 's
backbone, tho interstices being filled
with silver or shell plates. Shark's
teeth are used to decorate the weapons
of various nations. Tho magnificent
scales, nearly four inches across anil
tipped with seemingly solid silver of
the giant herring, are used, while scales
of many of the tribe have long been
used in the manufacture of artificial
pearls. N. Y. iW.

A Boy's Pistol of Fifty Years Ago.

Week before last Titus Darlington,
carpenter, in tearing down a portion of
the farm-hous- e of Taylor Hoopes, of
West Goshen Township, Chester County,
in order to enlarge the building, came
across a large-size- d horse pistol that hail
been lost for fifty years. In 1832 Taylor
Hoopes and hi- - brother Lewis, the latter
now deceased, purchased this pistol from
a gunsmith in West Chester, named
Emanuel Goshen, for two dollars and
fifty cents cheap enough, considering
the size and quality of the weapon. Ben-
jamin Hoopes, the father of the boys,
who were then about sixteen years of age,
did not approve of the lads having so
dangerous a plaything Mr. Hoopes was
a wise man so tho boys concluded to
keep " Old Diamer," as they named
their miniature cannon, as much out of
parental eyesight as possible, and they
hid it away in the loft of the house over
the collar beams, between partition and
wall. To have it convenient for use,
they male a little wagon, in which they
placed "Old Diamer?' a powder-hor- n

and a small bag of shot. To the wagon
they attached a string, and they lowered
and pulled up the artillery wagon, gun
and ammunition when they wished to
use them, or hurry them out of sight of
the "old man." But one day the rope
broke whether the old gentlemen w:is
"hunting the boys too close" we cannot
say and down to the bottom of the n

went wagon, pistol and all, with a
crash that sent sadness: to the very bot-

tom of the hearts of Taylor and Lewis.
After fishing for hours ilay in and day
out with a pole and a hook, with the hope
of catching the wagon and drawing it up,
thev abandoned the task and gave up
their treasures as lost. When the car--

penters tore down tho building, Taylor
Hoopes, who is now a man on the shady j

side of life, stood by, thinking of "Old ,

Diamer." Board after board was taken j

down and the little ammunition wagon j

at last came in sight, and in it lay "Old j

Diamer," the powder and shot, all in the
same good condition, with the exception
of a little rust on the pistol, as they were
the day they so suddenly went from the
sight of theboys half a century ago. Mr.
Hoope3 rubbed the pistol with a little
oil, loaded it with the old powder, and.
In honor of the occasion, shot it off with
a report that made the Goshen hills echo.

West Chester Pa.) Record.

The Late Josiah Quincy.

Mr. Josiah Quincy is dead at a ripe
old age. He has been during all his life a
prominent figure in Boston, and his name
is connected with some of the most use-- 1

ful improvements and benelicient enter--1

prises of the last half century. In his '

early life he was for a long time the
most popular gentleman In the city. He '

wa3 in request whenever grace and tact
and wit in a presiding officer were re- - j

quired. It was during his Mayoralty
that the great project oFinrroducing the '

water of Lake Cochituate was carried '

into effect.! He was tho originator of
several of the most important improve-
ments along our water front- - In his
later life his services were given to the
State in connection with the Harbor
Commission, of which he was long the
Chairman, and they were exceedingly
valuable. Still later ho has been the
most prominent advocate and the strong-
est supporter of the movement to secure
homes to the poorer classes by the co-

operative plan of building associations.
He was a public-spirite- d

man, not always successful in his under-
takings, either for himself or for those
who relied on his judgment, but always
zealous in whatever lie undertook, al-

ways fully convinced of the wisdom of
his plans, and ever cheerful
in time of disaster and defeat His wit
and humor and the buoyancy of his spir-
its have been proverbial, and his unfail-
ing urbanity of manner gave a pleasing
stateliness to his presence and address.

Boston Advertiser.

A chap in Paris made a regular busi-
ness of eating dinner at a hotel and
stealing a hat off the rack as became
out, and he had enough hats to set up a
store with when the police dropped to his
game.

About Dojts.

A correspondent writes to tho Louis-
ville Courier-Journa- l: 'During the
late war my regiment, the Eighty-thir- d

Illinois, was stationed at Fort Donebon,
on tho Cumberland River, oi rather half
a milo above tho old rebel fort. There
we remained for nearly three years, be-

cause of a brilliant'battlo we fought and
won, but we had frequent excursions of
a portion of the force into the surround-
ing country to rid it ot guerrillas. On
returning from one of these raids tho"
command was accompanied 'by a large
brown-brindl- e dog, which, on arriving
at camp, proceeded to headquarters with
tno oluccr in command ot tlie expedi-
tion, and from that day on made him
self comfortable at headquarters, and oy
his even temper and uniform good na-

ture, soon became uac great pet with
every one. On the first morning after
the dog's arrival ho went out to witness
a and as soon as that;
was finished he immediately attached
himself to the 'officor of the Vlay.Vnnd'
went with him wherever he went, the
first trip being to relievo pickets. At
midnight, when tho 'grand rounds' was
made, tho dog preceded th'o officer by
about thirty steps, and by his vigilance
more than once prevented that officer
being shot by some lurking

Of course there was a differ-
ent officer every day, but this made no
difference to Bob, as be always changed
from the retiring officer to tho one just
going on duty. This round of dutyho
kept up till tho regiment was mustered
out of service in July. 1865, at which
time Lieutenant Colonel E. C. Brott was
the commander of the post. Colonel
Brott was very anxious to take Bob
home with him, and managed to get
him on board the steamer when leavjug,
but at Hillm ufs furnace, whero the
boat landed for a short time, Bob went
ashore, and that was the last seen of him
by us, notwithstanding Colonel Brott
left a standing reward of $100 to any
oio who would secure and send the dog
to him at his homo in Illinois. From
Captain Flood, who remained at the
po-.t- , I afterward learned that Bob re-

turned to the post three days after leav-
ing the boat, Inn ing traveled a distance
fjomc fort' miles.

"Now, the question is how should a
3tmngo dog be able to distinguish, with-
out previous experience or education,
the 'officer of the day,' their being some
twenty changes in as many days, and all
strangers to him?"

Says tho Macon (Ga.) Telegraph:
"Our neighbor of the Albany New and
Advertiser has begun a campaign against
the habit that some people have of car-
rying dogs with them to church. As
usual, he is clearly in the right. He en-

forces his pointed observations with these
two incidents, going to show that people
who can't keep their dogs from church
on Sunday in any other way should stay
at homo with them: "At the Methodist
church last Sunday night a pointer dog
came in and curled himself up for a nap
near the pulpit. The minister began to
warm up in his sermon aud camedown
with a loud gesture upon the vBible be-

fore him. Up jumped the dog and
struck a gallop to make his escape. In
fact, no dog with a box to his tail ever
made better time. At the Presbyterian
church Monday night a ferocious bull
specimen of the canine species attended,
and when an attempt was made to run
him out he curled himself up at his mis-

tress' feet and refused to be run out.
After awhile, when the preacher began to
warm up in his discourse, and when his
voice rose to an unusually high pitch,
the dog 'made for' the minister, making
the church resound with his d

barks. Until his mistress had
coaxed him out he was master of tho
situation. All this is very aunoying to
church attendants,. and if the o.vners of
these dogs can not ht induced to keep
them at home the City Council should
take some action in the matter."

Abe Simmons, of Bo'cndalc, N. Y.,
has a wonderful dog named Jack. Jack
used to toss a silver piece placed upon
his nose, and turn around once and
catch it in his mouth, but some one put a
hot penny on his nose one day and that
spoiled tho trick. In the winter time he
is the dread of all the school children
who have sleighs, for he will rush out
when a boy is going along, grab the rope
of the sleigh, pull it loose from the boy
and run of with it as fast as he can go.
Finally the boys combined against him.
When Jack decides that he wants a
sleigh they let him have the rope, but
live or six boys jump on the sleigh and
lack very soon tires of drawing them.
Jack, when a cork is thrown up in the
air, will jump up, turn a summersault,
and catch it in his mouth.

The son of J. G. Maxwell, of Butterfly
Valley, Plumas County, Cal., shot at a
large gray siuirrcl that was up a tree.
The squirrel was not hurt, but jumped
to the" ground and was at once pounced
upon by a dog. The squirrel seized the
dog by the lip and held so fast that he
was unable to shake it off. After stiug-glin- g

with it for a brief time the dog
ran to a stream near by, plunged the
squirrel into the water, and held it there
until it was drowned.

Captain William Nile3, of Covington,
Ky.. owns a dog named Dick. A little
puppy fell from the ferryboat, but in-

stead of swimming for shore paddled
around in a circle, evidently bewildered.
Dick was told to gOj in and rescue the
pup, and at once obc-ed-

, swimming at
first in a circle around the puppy, and
then toward shore, occasionally looking
around to see if the pup was following.
The latter "caught on," and soon
reached land.

At a wayside inn in the south of
Fiance is a roasting-jac- k moved by ani-
mal powers Two dogs turn the machine,
working alternately. One day tho dog
whose proper turn it was being absent,
the other was caught and put on the
wheel. Ho flatly refused, however, to
work, and neither coaxing, threats, nor
chastisement produced any elfect. After
some delay the mis3ing dog was found
and set to the task. After he liad nearly
completed the job he was released and
the first tried again, and tho animal so
lately recusant now offered no oppo-
sition, and made tiie wheel revolve with
a hearty good will till tho roast was
finished.

Jealousy recently induced a large
Berlin dog to attack a boy.
The boy was petting a new lap-do-

when the big dog jumped upon him and
threw him down. Tho lap-do- going
to the boy's assistance, was killed.

W. B. F. Daniel, of Dublin, Ga., was
g recently. His dog caught

a fawn. Daniel attempted to secure it,
and the doe came to the rescue. He
dropped the fawn to catch the mother,
but after a desperate struggle she slipped
from his grasp and got away.

The last dog story is told by a Georgia
paper, the Americus Republican. It
is to the effect that a family in that town,
having a false grate in one of tho rooms
of the house, placed some red paper be-

hind it to give it tho effect of fire. One
cold day last winter the house-do- g came
in from out of doors, and seeing the
paper in tho grate lay down before it to
receive the heat as it came from the fire.
Feeling no warmth, he raised his head,
looking over his shoulder at the grate;

feeling no heat, ho applied his nos to
the grate and smelt of it. Is was cold
as ice. With his tail curled between his
legs, the dog trotted out of the room,
not oven casting a look at the party in
the room, evincing supreme disgust.

- The Decay or CIiihh.

There is every reason to bcliovo that
this country has fallen off enormously
in wealth and population during the last
fifty years. The last complete census of
the Empire was taken in 1812 and the
returns then gave a total of SGO.000,000.
which is the figure at which the popula-
tion ever since has been popularly sup-
posed to stand. We know, however,
that since that time half .of the provinces
were tho scene of an internecincwar,
which raged for some ten years, and
which was estimated to have caused the
deaths of from 20.000,000 to 30.000,000.

I andtheJ)ordcr provinces of Yunnan aud.
ivwciciiowjnave njiouc oecn aievasiaieu
by the Mahometan rebellion, not Jo
speak of' minor ytoxs and deaths from
famine in other parts.. Taking all these
iiiuigs iuiu mjnsiuLTiuiuii, uuu aiiuwmjj

,for possiblo increase in some places,
foreigners best- - able to judge have been
of opinion that the total of 3G0.000.000
was very much over the mark, and from
250,000,000 to 300,000,000 would be
nearer it. This opinion has been more
than corroborated by the publication.of
a census ofone.of the provinces which
has lately appeared in the Pekin Gazette.
By the letter of the law every province
ought to make an annual return of its
population, but in consequence of the
disorganization caused by tho Tacping
rebellion, this seems like many other
things to have fallen into disuetudc.
Only one province so far has resumed
the practice viz., Chekiang. In 1812
this province stood for 20,250,000, and
it is now reported as containing only
ll,570,0'J0 inhabitants. Chinese returns
are not of course, very reliable, but
tluy may be taken, in default of better
evidence a3 approximately correct. At
all events, taking the two returns of
equal value, it appears that the popula
tion of this province has fallen off nearly
sixty percent. Now Chekiang certainly
suffered severely during the Taoping
rebellion, but not more so than several
ol her provinces, and, morevcr, it is n verv
fertile province and the center of the silk
industry, so that the population might
be expected to fill up by immigration
mora rapidly than in olher places.
If, thcrcfore.'notwithstanding all these
advantages the population in this one
province has decreased by 15,000,000, it
is not unreasonable to suppose that tho
falling off over the whole eight or ten
which are vknown to have sntlercd is at
least 100,000,000, and that the present
population of China does not exceed
250,000,009. The returns of land tax
payable arc further confirmatory of this
conclusion. In 1812 the land tax payable
in Chekiang was 5,856,000 taels, now it
stands at only 2.120t000 taels and in a
memorial dated May ot tlie present
years, tho Governor declares that the
actual collection fails far short of even
this sum. Tho same complaint comes
from almost every province. A censor
writing in March of this year on the
financial embarrassment, says: "Ever
since the outbreak of the Taeping rebel-
lion tho financial prosperity of the Em-
pire has steadily declined. Its officers
have sought to raise funds from every
source, but their efforts have resulted in
no real benefit to the revenue; the re-

ceipts that find their way into the public
exchequer are more insignificant than
ever; the resources of the Empire are
exhausted and its people are in a state
of poverty that has no precedent in the
annals of the Empire." Tso Tsung
Tang, Viceroy of Nankin, writing at a
later date on "the state of affairs in his
own particular jurisdiction, expresses
himself in much the same terms, and it
would be cosy to multiply authorities
indefinitely. If the revenue free at the
disposal of the Pekin Government that
is to say, after deducting the necessary
sums for carrying on the provincial
Government, was correctly estimated
in 1812 as being about 12.000,000, tho
sums now derived from the same sources
do not probably exceed two or three mil-
lions sterling.

Luckily for the Pekin Government oth-

er sources of revenue have been opened
up, which in a great measure compen-
sate for the falling off of the normal
branches. Of theso the principal is the
maritime custom rcenue, which now
amounts to upward of 1,000,000 ster-
ling. It is surprising that the rapid
progress which this branch has made,
and'is still making, should not have sug-
gested to the Chinese officials the true
remedy for the present nnfortunate state
ot affairs. All the advance which the
country has lately made in wealth and
prosperity has been in connection with
foreign trade. The tea and silk districts
have been large gainers and, apart from
the hoards in the families of retired offi-

cials, nearly all the capital in the coun-
try is in the hands of the merchants,
bankers and middlemen engaged in for-

eign commerce. But of all the numer-
ous memorials that have been presented
to the throne on this subject not one has
hit the real cause. They abound in com-
plaints of peculation on the part of some
officials and of extravagance on the part
of others, aud think that, that being
remedied, all will be well. It docs not
occur to them that by promoting the free
interchange of commodities between
different parts of the Empire whereby
the producer could get a better price for
his produce and the consumer be able to
supply Ins Wants cheaper, somcunng
might be effected. But in their necessi-
ties the Government adopted a scheme
which was, perhaps, the very worst they
could have tried and the most effectual
in arresting the development of trade at
the time when improvement was most
needed viz., the imposition of the in-

land tax 011 ail goods, without exception,
passing from one market to another.
This ''produces a revenue of, roughly
speaking, 2,000.000. Hong Kong Cor.
London TimS.

. m
M. KemphilPs Breakfast.

M. Kemphill, in Paris, invited three En-

glishmen, with whom a few days previous-
ly he had struck up an acquaintance in
London, to breakfast with him. Just as
breakfast was over M. Kemphill excused
himself for a moment, as he had an en-

gagement to meet a person who was to
pay him 10,000 francs. When he re-

turned two of his guests had gone, while
the third was awaiting him.

"Well, did you get tho money?"
"Yes; hero it is, said Mr. Kemphill,

displayinga pocketbook filled with notes.
The" stranger uttered a cry of alarm.
"What is the matter?"
"Why the money is counterfeit. Let

me have the bills a moment. I will take
them to a money-change- r. Then wo
will make sure and know what to do,"
and away rushed the man.

And of courso he never came back.
M. Kemphill hadin addition topayfor

tho breakfast, which cost a hundred
francs. Quiz.

A Chicago statistician counts up 120
fatal accidents to fishermen in the past
fivo months, and yet liars don't seem a
all scarce. Snmervillc Journal,

Formidable Saiagcs.
The head of the Sibuco River, in Bor-

neo, where the massacre of the explorer
Witti and his comrades fs believed to
havo taken place, is on the confines of
the British North Borneo Company's ter-
ritory, occupied by, tjribe of anentirely
Jiffe rent character to those among whom
Mr. Hatton Frank is at work in the more
northcrrrrcgions round about Kina Balu.
He aud his party are said to have found
tho Company's flag flying at several
somewhat remote points. I have before
me some special private notes of Mr.
Hatton, relating to his mineral exploring
journey up tho Labuk River and over-
land to Kudat. The travelers had been
in' the Bornean bush from March 1 to
June 15, traveling through jungle and
by river day after day, and hwl arrived
at their destination on the Kinaram
Hirer in excellent health, though several
of the native attendants had succumbe I
to fatigue and fever. SonuTof their ex-
periences are interesting. The writer
describes portions of tho Labuk as lined
with magnificentnipa palms, which grow
to an enormous size. They forma fringo
along the river, at the back, of which ara
trackless mangrove swamps, the home
of the Labuk crocodiles. As they trav-
eled on, the cries of hornbills and the
chatter of monkevs reached them from
Ihe sumber depths of the forests. Enor
mous creepers hung in pendant growths
from the great, dark trees. Butterflies
and insects of every hue and color

tho sun. Presently, at a bend
of tho' river the forests were backed by
lofty peaked blue mountains, and by and
by tho stream, like most other inland
rivers, became unnavigable. Ata place
called Tanger-Bat- the chief, who was
ostentatiously living the Company's flag,
received the explorer in great style,
placing a tablo before him and rest-
ing himself on the olher side. Mr.
Hatton was tired and hungry; it re-

joiced him to seo curious finger-glass-

half-fu- ll of water brought aud
placed upon the table. One of
theso the chief drew toward him and
used as a spittoon. 'Jl then discovered,"
says the writeri "that thetable was not
intended for refreshments. We sat thus
for nearly three hours talking dvor the
matter of procuring dugouts, and later,
from Hadgi, up the river. Iobtained two.
I got no assistance whatever from the
chief and in Bengan I was afterwards
told that it was a good thing I did not
eat there, as dark stories arc told of the
chief in question having poisoned more
than one person." Among other tribes
he c icountered the Sin Dyaks. "They
are," he says, "painted and tattooed in
a peculiar way. It is customary to place
a rattan across tjhe river at certain points
where tho district is claimed by natives
on the other side, and to pass under
which without authority is generally con-

sidered a declaration of war. There was
a rattan on tho Sogolitan River. My
Malays were not all willing to go under,
as there was a guard on the other side
of three Dyaks in a native dugout. Their
boats were of capital workmanship, ele
gantly carved at the bow. The men were
tattooed with blue down tho arms,
throats and legs, and had pieces of
wood in their ears. They wore a head-clot- h

of new blue calico, fastened by a
plaited rattan, which was passed over
the top of the head-clot- h and under the
chin. They were armed with spears and
native-mad- e short swords, and looked
very formidable savages." The expedi-
tion encountered no warlike obstruction,
though the Sin Dyaks did not altogetht r
behave in a very friendly way further

it was amog the imsuns, who seem
to be the most industrious, and fortn-n.itcl- y

the most popular, of the tribes in
the northern regions bej'oml Kina Balu,
that the explorer received the greatest
attention and hospitality. He wa3 made
a "blood brother!' by several of these
tribes. The ceremony varies in different
villages, but it always involves the
slaughter of a fowl in "a peculiar man-
ner. Forcxample, among the Badowen
Dusuns, the old men and all the tribe'
assembled in a jungle a portion of which
was cleared forabout twenty yards. Then
a hole was dug, into which was placed
a largo roughly baked water jar. These
jars, it seems, are of great value, being
sold a3 high as a hundred dollars worth of
gutta. The bottom of the jar was knocked
out so as to render it useless in the future.
The clay taken out to dig the hole was
thrown into the jar, and then the old
men or chiefs began declaiming: "O,
Kinringau, hear us!" As their cries
died away down the valley a stone wa3
placed near the jar. Then during the
declamation that loafed for nearly half
an hour the old men declared that by fire
(which was represented by a burning
3tick), by water (which was brought in
by a bamboo and poured into the jar),
and by earth that they would be true to
all white men. Then a sumpitan was
fetched and an arrow shot into the air to
summon the god Kinringan, after which
the exploring pirty placed four guns on
the mouth of the jar aud each of the old
men and himself took a little clay out
and put it away, whereupon his party
shot a volley over the place and the cere-
mony ended. On another occasion he
placed a note inside the jar "for the
ghosts." The Dusuns are superstitious
111 regard to writing or dispatches.
Mentioning the Murats, who are sup-
posed to hare killed Witti, he says tho--

men who hare fought or been on risky
expeditions are tattooed from tlie slioul- -
Jers to the pit of the stomach, ami all
lown the arms in three broa I parallel

stripes to the wrists. "I noticed." he
says, "at or chief, who had
two square tattoo marks on his back.
This was because he ran away in a fight
and showed his back to the enemy;
another and a braver chief was elected
in his place." I forgot to mention that
in this ceremony of d

the white chief and his dusky host take
between them a live fowl; one holds
the head, the other the legs. A third
native cuts off the head; the body
is dropped, and if the decapitated hen
runs away and dics,"withbut inclining in
its retreat either to one side or theother.
the cerera6ny is "very successful; if it'
should happen to run upon either of the
persons engaged in the ceremony, such
person is regarded as false at heart and
unworthy of confidence. One of the
the greatest pests the traveler encounters
in Borneo is.theleech. 'Having fonled
rivers and passed through ancient paddy
fields, of long cutting grass for miles and
miles, we arrived, says tho traveler,
"at Ghanaghana, on the'right bank of
the Labuk. We were wet through, tired
and dirty, and on taking ofl my boots I
found my socks literally drenched with
blood from leeches. This is not the only
thing that troubles me just now. I feel
the constant staring of the people as
somewhat oppressive. Wherever I go
and whatever I do a little crowd of eight
or ten follow to stare and wonder. At
one village they watched me night and
day, asleep or awake, most of the nouses,
as you know, in the30 parts being con-
nected in such a way that you can see
right through them."

"AU diplomatic troubles in connection
with tho new territory, arising out of
some imaginary Spanish and Dutch
claims to suzerainty over the tribes are
now settled. Special flags hava beoa

granted and her majesty's ships are or
dered to recognize them, but i: is not
unlikely there may come a time when it
will bo found to the interest of England
in tho east to make tcrnu with ftajah
Brooke, the Government of tho Nether-
lands, and" the Borneo association foi
the general transfer of the island (next
in size to Australia, the largest in the
world) to the sceptre of Qaeen Victoria.

London Cor. IT. Y. Times.

Superititlon's Victim.

A colored man of Catnlen, N. J.,
out of employment, consulted a

blaeksorecresswhohad agreed to obtain
for him, for a trilling two dollars, a place
in a warehouse. She gave him a white
powder and instructed him to scatter
some of the same upon the floor of the
warehouse, when he made application
for a job, and to repeat these words:
" As the dead remain, so let them be, in
the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost." When the poor fellow
sprinkled tho powder, as he had been
directed, one of the, warehousemen
roughly asked him why he was soiling
tho floor? The question so startled him
that he jerked out: "Nuffin, I want a
job. Let dedead stay whore they bo in
tie name of de Fadder, Son an' Holy
Ghos' !" The charm was broken and no
employment was obtained. Ho again
sought tho negro witch. She told him
again, for.two dollars, that he must walk,
without food or drink, from Market
Strcet.ferry, Philadelphia, to Sixty-fift- h

Street and bask, and he would be made
tho President of a great railroad. The
deluded wretch did as he was told. He
walked a mile further. With blistered
heels andcavcrnous stomach he returned
to Camden, and under close questioning
from his oraclo confessed that ho had
walked the additional mile. Again was
tho charm broken. To do penance for a
disobedience of instructions he again set
out upon a longer tramp than the one to
Sixty-fift- h Street, and for additional
safety ho carried around his neck a toad's
heart hanginjr by a string. This time
ho ate two cents' worth ofbread. Again
was the spell broken. "The spirits of
the air, the sea and the planets say that
you have deeeivcdithem and you are
undone," cried the wizard when she
heard the third confession. " Den,
gimme back dat yer money gimme
cash," cried the colored man. " Pse
sore in de feet and sore in de back, and
I ain't President yet." He hied him to
a justice and caused the sibyl's arrest,
and she was fined for obtaining money
by fraud committed in professing to
work charms by oecult and crafty sci-

ence. The crednlous Seneganibi.vi had
a lingering hope that ho would have a
partial success at least in his endeavora,
and continued to praetice one other
charm. Ho swallowed three grains of
sand regularly every three hours, saying,
as he did so: "As the dead remain, I
shall live and prosper. Amen." At
last accounts he was still swallowing
sand. Philadelphia Press.

, An Artful Engineer.

While Gen. Mahoue was President ol
the East Tennessee Road, one of tha
engineers had a fireman put on him that
he did not like, so lie resolved to get rid
of him. One day, just after the first
trip, the fireman and the engineer were
discussing Gen. Mahoue, and the fire-

man remarked that he felt like giving
the General a good "cussing."

"Why don't yon do it, then?" re-

marked the engineer.
"Yes, and get fired," scntentiously

said, the fireman.
"Not much," replied the engineer.

"You can never get along on -- this road
until you cuss Maiione. I cussed him
out fo'r every blankety blank thing that
has happened since he was in charge, and
have got along all right."

The fireman concluded he would do the
same thing. So the next trip to Rich-
mond he went to Mahone's office and
heaped on him such a torrent of abuse
that nearly took his breath away. e

heard him through, and then told
the fireman to come and get his money
after the next trip. There seemed to be
a hitch somewhere. Things seemed to
be different from what he expected, so he
went to consult his friend, the engineer.

You darn fool," shouted the latter,
"von didn't cuss him to his face, did
you?"

"Of course I did," the fireman said,
"didn'tyou tell mo that you did the
same thing?"

"jSo, not by a blamed sight," adding
some words that containciT a not verv
complimentary allusion to the heated
names ot the lower regions; "wny, wnen
I cussed Maiione, he was in Richmond
and I was in Bristol, and I gave him a
good cussing, too."

Well, the fireman got bounced, and
the engineer was made suddenly and
strangely happy. Nashville American.

Houses on Poles

For the benefit of any who may be cast
upon tho hospitable and kindly feelings
of the natives along tho northern shores,
I would most earnestly recommend that
some token of appreciation be offered to
the natives of St. Lawrence Bay. Flour,
tobacco, calico, drill, lead, indeed, almost
any article orarticlw of usefulness would
not only be duly appreciated, but would
insure the further extension of that hos-

pitality and protection which to the cast-
away is life itself . There are many veins
of bituminous coal near Point Barrow.
They vary in thickness from seven to
eight inches to as many feet. ,

I visited the habitations of the natives
of King's Island, in the Arctic Ocean, a
curious people who live upon a precip-
itous hillside as no other people live.
The houses are erected upon poles. 'Jhe
entrance to each is effected througu a
hole in the front wall about fourteen
inches iu diameter. Having clambered
through this entrance, one finds oneself
in a room about eight feet square, which
is the common living room of each house.
From the sides of this room are found
several apertures similar to tlie maindrie-o- f

entrance, which lead to ru .tafiny
sleeping apartmcntsC The appearance
presented by these houses is, to say the
least, unique, and more strikingly so by
reason of their great contrast with those
of the usual Indian village, which is
always built on low sand spots.

The principal means ot livelihood of
these natives arc fishing and walrus and
seal hunting. To these people, the wal-rus- js

the more important animal, inas-

much as from its hide and intestines
they obtain the covering for their houses
and boats, and the ivory they sell to
traders is the mo3t valuable article in
demand. Tho necessities of their posi-

tion have stimulated such inventions and
developed such superior workmanship,
as to cause their articles of manufacture
to bo the most greatly prized of anv along
tho coast. Report to the Navy Depute
mint by Lieutenant Healy. t,

A new tonor named Mieriewinski
mado a successful dobut in New York a
few nights ago, but it 13 very doubtful
whether any jTow Yorker has yet made,
a successful pronunciation, of his name
which might have been. Mulligan beforo.
ho went on the stage. Norristown
Herald.


