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FRIDAY, AUGUST 41, i=04,

By the Wholesale Prac-

ticed at the Asy-
Ium.

Eleven of the Unfortunate
Children Vietims of ihe
Knife,

The Populist 1d-a of “Reform”
Fally Develapsd. Castration
s Qreat SBaving of Ex-
ponse fur Attend-
ants,

NARES AND FULL PARTICULARS.

Eames and Addresses of the Boys Castrat-
od at the Asylum for Idiotic and Imbecile
Youth, ax Near as Can bo Procured:

BERTRAM MILLIGAN, Smith County.

ALBERT EATON, Wichita.,

WILL HEADING, Great Bend,”

JOHN COLLINS, Eureka,

BAM DOLAN, Faols.

CHAS, AULTNMAN, Ottawa.,

ABTHUR STEELE, Mound Valley.

CHAS, BILLINGS.

Amnd Four Others, Whoss Ngmes can not
e P d Through Refusal of the Su-
perintendent to Purnish Same.

From the Winfleld Dally Coarler, Avg. 2.
The charitable institutions of our
state ara the most sacred public
trusta. There Is not & person who
reads this ariiele but who may have
some friend or relative so unfortu-
nate as to become insane or biind or
be afMicted with other of the nume
berless terrible ailments to which
’.I:ummuy le subject, The rcore en«
lightened a pecple the moreears is
exercised In looking after the
proper treatment cf these unlorta-
Jmates, Tho peealiar maindies with
‘which they are sfflicted make it
practically impossible for them to
be cared for at home ;hence enlight-
emed nationsand states muke pro-
wvisions for their care in central in-
stitations where large expenditures
of money are made to provide for
their comfort and treatment. The
state ol Kansas has spent many
millions of dollars in providing one
of the grandest systems of charit-
able institutions that any stats
owns or possesses. They are a
monument to the enlightenment
and advaneed idess of our people
and Kaneans haves been acoustomed
to point with pride to these charities,
foaugurated with the birth of the
state and carried forward by sue-
ooeding administrations, until they
stand at the bead of such institu-
tlons in the couniry. Under the
fostering care of the republiean par-
ty especial attention was given to
this great work. The very best and
most competent euperintendents
were secured, the most advanced
meothods of treatment sought out
and put it practice and every citi-
zen of the state, without regard to
party or eondition, felt eatisfied that
should he or his family or friends
become afllicted, his stats had pro-
wided & retreat where every care
apd attentlon that the great heart
of s splendid people could provide
would be furpished for their ecare
and sustenanes,

These institutions are in Do sense
political. A democrat is & subject
to sudden afflictisns of [neanity as a
republican or a pepulist. Any fam-
fly in this state may have the heavy
hand of providence lald $pon them
aad a child born to them wfllicted

the stats has piovided for the care
sud edueation of such children in
the institution located ot this eity
known as the Asylum for Idlotle
and Imbeclle Youth. In this msy-
lum are confined about a hundred
inmates, which coms from all over
the stats, The Institutioz i3 well
located and in the neighborhood of
$200,000 have been expended in the
ereotion of the buildings aud their
furnishiog. The Inmates range from
the sges of ten years to twenty-four,
Many of the girl= are bright and
their feebls mindedness Is only ex-
hibited at times.

Every northern sitate has one of
these Imbeoile and Idlotic Asylums
and probably ss much care and st-
tention have been given to the edu-
cation of theso unlortunate chlldren
as to any other bLranch of publie
charities. Physicians ckilled In the
trestment of such disorders aro
placed In charge of these asylums.
Annual conventions of the superin-
tendonta of all such institutions are
beld and methods are discussed for
promoting the health and education
of the inmates by the most humane
and successfal means.

The state of Kaneas establizhed
its Asylum for Idlotie and Imbecile
Youth in the year 1881, It was firat
located at Lawrenceand maictain-
ed there until 1886 when, by an act
of the legislature, In was removed
to Winfleld and large appropria-
tions made for the ereotion of the
bulldings and their furnishing. Dar-
ing the first three years of {ts loca-
tion here it was under tho saperin-
teudence of Dr. H. M. Green, a
#cholarly gentleman of great attain-
ments and much enthusiasm in the
work, The institution was well
kept under bis management and
gave satiafaction to the parents of
the ohildren and to the citizens of
the state of all parties. But Dr
Green was relleved as superintend-
ent. We understand the Board of
Charitles then In charge relieved
Dr. Green beeause it was his custom
to give weekly hops or dances at the
Asylum for the benpefit of the in-
mates, the brighter of whom were
much cheered and enlivened by the
musio and their faculties stimulated
thereby. Dr. Green's theory was
that the stimulation of their physi-
cal econdition would result in
strengthening their mental faecul-
ties. The Board, howsver, thought
differently. They reazoned that
these institutions were supported
by the whole people of the state and
that a lsrge nomber of the people
believad that dancing was Immoral,
that it tended to destroy the spiclt-
ual inelination of those who lo-
duolged in i, and the Board, feeling
its responsibility as representiog ali
the people of the state, euspended
Dr. Green and placed the institution
in eharge of Dr. Wiles, of this city,
whe continued as its suparintendent
for & period of four years and a hall.
Dr. Wiles is a gentleman of the
very highest charsoter, the most
Eindly and human dlsposition and
one whoss heart was in the work.
Under bis care the health and com-
fort of the inmates were protected
in every way. Dr. Wiles attended
every aonual convention of the
superintendents of like institutions,
adopted the newest and best meth-
ods of providing for the care of his
charges and when he resigned at
the instanve of the populist Board
of Charities he carried with him
the love and respect of every in-
mate capable of evolving such a
sentiment, and the respect and con-
fidence of the parents of the child-
ren, as well as the people of the
whole stata. During all the years
of its location at this eity under re-
publican ndministration no breath
of seandal was ever attached to itin
any way and no charge ot inhumane
treatment was ever made,

We give this prelude in order that
the people may be thoroughly in-
formed as toall the conditions and
surroundings of the institution,

A year nnd a balf ago Dr. C. K.
Wiles was retired and Dr. ¥, Hoyt
Pileber, of New Balem, this county,
was appolnted superintendent of
this ipstitation by the populist
board of state charities, Dr. Piicher
had been a8 practicing physician at
the conntry hamlet of New Balem
for weveral years. He bad nothing,

either personslly or professionally

with such disease, In such cases to recommend him to smab & po-

sluggish brain power, and regarded
by physicians as only ordinary in
his profession. He I8 excessively
profaue in lls couversation aod
adlcted to the use of liguor, was,and

in bis habits,

these things might not disqualify
him tor the ordinary avocations of
Ilfe, yot it esrtalnly makes him
most unworthy to fill & position
of such high trust and responsibil-

thesa poor, belpless, idlotle ehil-
dren.

Buithe board either overlooked
the matter of his habits, or knowing
them, thought such traits did dis-
qualify bim for thelr purposes. He
was appointed, and immediately af-
ter his appolntmnent, bogan to dis-
charge the trained nursea (n charge
of the iInmates, many of whom had
been In oharge of classes in the
institution from ita inception, were
thoroughly qualifiad and familiar,
not only with the personal peouliar-
ities of the children, but with the
most improved methods of caring
for their bealth; comforet, and mor-
als. These teachers wera women
and therefore not politiclans, and
could nmot have been removed for
political reasons. But they were re-
moved and others without exper-
fence In such work put in their
places. This was the first official
evidence of the incompetancy of Dr,
Fileher,

Boon rumaors hegan to float about
rolstive to his treatwent of some of
the female inmates. Beveral young
girls ranging In ages from seveatesn
to twenty-one mado complaint to
their teachers and female employes
of the institution that Dr. Pileher
had taken them into his room and
there taken libertles with their per-
sons. These rumera became 80 prev-
alent that the CovRiEn falt it nee-
easary to obtain stat=ments of the
parties to whom these girlsa coms
plained, Bueh statements wers tak-
3n and the whole matter was print-
od in the Covnier about elght
mounths ago. In this publieailon,
Mrs Murray, a populist woman, who
had been employed by Dir. Pilcher
in fome capaclity about the institu-
tion, testifisil that two of the girls,
ons by the nams of Alice and an-
other by the nume of Nora, eams to
her eryiog and Informed her that
Dr. Pileber had taken them io-
to his privats offics, and locked
the door anid then taken liberties
with thelr persons. These storlea
were further suhstantiated by Misa
Johnson, who was a teacher in the
scliool, and to whom these two girls
made similar complaints. Dr. Pilch-
er elaimed that the stories told by
Alles nnd Nora were untrue and
that these imbecile girls were likely
to tell any story which thay might
think of, whether founded on truth
or not; but the fact remsios that ot
uo time beforo In the history of this
institution—(of which these girls
bad been inmates for many years)—
kad any of them made a like ecom-
plaint agaiust tho superintendontor
anyons connected with the mavage-
ment. If the; possessed this dispo-
sition unler Dr. Pilcher they cer-
tainly possessed it under former
supsrintendents, henes Dr, Piloher's
defense falls to the gronod.

We have besn informed by a
member of the State Board of Charl-
ties who made a partial iovestiga-
tion of thess chargss that the Board
found that Dr. Pilcher had madas

the girle; that bis statement was
that the former superintendent was
uot sbove suspleion, and that, on
taking charge of the institution, he
wanted to sstisfy himself that none
{of the inmates had been “tampered
!wiu:" bones made this “examina-
tion.”” It itis true that Dr. Pilcher
did make guch an admisalon to the
Btate Board and they atill left bim
'in charge, then indeed has this in-
stitution been sunk to the lowest
lsvel of political uses and the men
comprising that Board as eulpable
as Doetor Plicher,

sitiwn. He waa a populist politician
of gome note, having besn & demo-
cratand jolning the movement In its
sarly stages, He fs amoo of very to conservatism and care in the
Inrge physique, etrong and robust' treatment of the inmates, whether
and powerful [n constitution, but of he postessed the natural qualifi-

weo understand still is, Intemperate
All of these facta or morals of the 1nmates of la
were within the reach of the board ]ehlrluble institutions. But recent
which appelnted him and while developmonts indieate that we were

ity as that Involved ia the eare of

This paper had hoped that the
publication of thess former indes-
cretions would Ineline Dr. Pilcher

|eatioss or not. Wa presumed that
he possessed sufliclent of that dis.
eretlon with which {ndividuals are
uemally endowed, to convices him
| that the people of ILansas would not
J stand any tampering with the health

[wroug and that Dr, Pilehor, Instead
of peformiog his methods, haa since
commitied one of the greates: out-
‘Tages koown to mankind, or ever
before preciiced in this or any
| other oharitable (nsttution.

| In the succeedinginterviews Is de-
veloped the fact that Dr. Pilcher
has committed the most astroclous
mutilations upon eleven of the in-
maltes of the Asylum, A mutilation
which la regarded inlaw and pub-
le conselence s tne mest horrible
that can befall a human being; a
mutilation whieh, while it has besn
diseussed In publie prints, and 1n
law nnd medical journals for years,
ns ths most eifoctive remedy for
eriminal practices, no legislature
bas yet been so inhumane s to en-
actit Inco a law; still this man, ap-
polated by the popullst adminiatra-
tion ms soperintendent of these
poor, helpless ebildren, haa visited
npon eleven of them this most atro-
cious and terrible treatment.

This article is mot written for
political effect. This institution s
nota political institution. It be-
longs to all the peopla, It i3 for the
unfortuvete of avery party, and
every msun, vomen and child In the
state Is interested personally in fts
proper conduct and in the character
of ita admiuistration. Thess publi-
cations are made in the interest of
the people of the whole state and of
puulle deceney, and not in the in-
terest of any political party. If,
when the former charges w ere made,
the preseni populist admiolstration
had sought to do justice to tha peo-
ple and removed the superintendent
upon the clearly crimiuating
evidence then presented, wo would
not now have to publish this mat-
ter.

Asa preluds to the interviews
contained we publish a letter writ-
ten by Dr. Pilcher to the Advoeate,
the populist state organ, Ruomors
had raached Topeka of the mutula-
tion of the inmates of this [nstution
which rumors were published in the
Topeka State Journal of receut dats,
The letter given balow was written
by Dr Pileher In answer to thls
publieation. It wus accompanied by
lattera from Drs. Emerson and Pick-
ens, rsputable physicians of this
ecity, stating that they had mesisted
In & number of these “surgieal op-
erations” and that, according to
their opinion. thess operations wers
necessary and wers properly and
gkillfully made. It will be observed
in Dr. Pilcber's lettars that ne ac-
knowledged that “operations” were
made, This was the first definite in-
formation wo had had respecting
the martter. Rumora have been
beard for three months thatsuch

operations were belng commitied at
the ssylum bot they were so Im-
probable and ineredibla that kardly
any ons belisved them, but upon
the publication of thess rumors Dr.
Pilcher publishes this letter in
whieh he acknowledges they were
made. To say we were astonished
upon readiog his letter, s putting
it mildly. We Immediatsly began
an investigation of the matter, have
Intervied the forwer superintandent
and have sought in every way to as-
(eertain and present to the publie

what he called “an examination” of | the exact facts in relation thersto

| withount bias aod withont a desira to
'do other than let the psopla of this
| state, regardless of party, have all
the evidence and form their own
conclusions. FPilehet’s lotter to the
Advocate was as follows, omitting a
portion, which is not pertinent to
the matter:
WisrieLn. Kas , Joly 28, 1804,

| Inoties statements ia cartaln repablican
| rapers relative ta the conduet of the asylum
for idiotic snd Imbeells youlh at Winfehd,
Kansas, and regardiog the of cer-
| 1atn of the lnmates,and gical op-
eratlons thal bave besn performed wpon
wme of ihe inmates and the statements
mage In regird o such operations s being
sppalling, crusl and unft lor publiestion,

of thelnmates. 1 Lave tossy that all such
charges are sbsolule!y aod ongoalifedly
falss inevery particular. The surgloal op-
eratlons, which are Lhe ones mierred to,
wers performed by mywelt and three repat-
able phy und o to-wit: Dr,
{rorge Emerson, of Wiufisld, Kre, U'r, F.
M., Firkens, of Winfield, Kus, and Dr.
Oooper, o7 Destor, Kaa ; and esch of the op-
e:ations wero performed alter eonwnliation
with these physiciane, and after dne exanii-
nation of ench patient, nod after It wos nd-
vised 1o De necassary oo aresant of the
diseases and maladies with which they ware
afliicted, and that such operations were
sklilfully perfsred mnd wera In the opine-
ou of the physicinos maklog Whe same
necossary and proper,

Before any such operations were per-
formed, o order L0 determiine whether the
mAmS was pecessary or advisable, 1 ealled
these doclom in consultation, aad saeh op-
omatlzng ware perfonned only siter eareful
etamination of the condition of esch i<
mate, and when IL was decided that It wus
necesaary aod proper for the skiiifal treat.
meot, health and preservatlos of life of the
inmutes, Lhut sach operstions by performed.

I fovite the fullest examinstion Iinto
everyihing that was done, aod refer any-
body that desires to Inquire fo the above-
unamed gentlemen, who sre emineat o their
profsasion. acd thoronghly noderstand the
rensons lor my course in this resproL
- - - - - - - -

The searrilious  snpd  (afamous articies
which I have seva o tha papers regarding
niyself haze been pubilshed for po oiner
purpose than political effect, and abwo aisiy
withoot foundation, and s made without
any investigation orapplicaticn to mysell or
any other person Inforsied as to the facls
coscerning the managiment o this institu-
tlow, sml 1 brand them tios and Bers as ma-
Hesus, repullean, politieal Hes,

- Tdonot make this esplanation upon the
thenry Lhat any seasibyie persnn will be  mwis-
ked by muvtbing that las been sald In the
papers, but [ dolt that the people of Kandas
may the el ol enmpialgn
wark now carried on by & lot of republican
sosenlied morslly Inclined, snd od I 1
uewspapers,

F. Hoyr Pinomen. M. D,
Hoprrintendent cdlotle aod lmuecile Asy-
lutu,

Dr. George Emerson, of thia eity,
18 one of b= physicians who assisted
Dr. Pileher in performing the opera-
tions, He (s a skilled surgeon and
undsrstood by his profession, to be
one of the leading physielans and
surgeons ol the state, A reporter
called upon Dr. Emerson and the
following interview sosued :

Q. Doector, | ses by = letter signed by
You and published in the Topeks Advo-
cate, that you assiated Dir. Pilchor in the

lon of o ber of boyw st the
Tmbecils Asylam,

A. Yes, 1 assisted Dr. Plicher on
saveral oecasions,

Q. Doutor, bow many boys In this
institute have beon castratod?

A, Eieven.

Q. Uan you give thelr namea?

A. No, I doa't kuow their names. In
fuet, their pames were never given .o
e,

Q. How did you oo e 1o assist in per-
forming thess operations?

A. Dr. Pilohor asked we to sssist. 1
was givan to undorsisnd that the mat-
ter had been talked over with the Gov-
wrnor, Lo State Board of Charitiea and
the Attorney Ganeral, bot paid littls at-
tention to it myself, Slinply sssisted
in the operatlons; saw that they were
properly done wiih as listie pain and
leeonvenionue (o the patient as pos-
sible.

Q. Did any of the patients die of the
effocts of the operations?

A. No. They sll recovered and ero
dolpg well. T undersiand o2e of the
patisnts has einco disd from dysentery,
but *hat was in no way counected with
the operation and ocecurred afier ho was
cotpletely well.

Q. When was the first operation par-
formed and under what ciroumstancea?

A. The lirst operation was performed
in Msrch or April, 1804, The boy's
father and f.mily physician were pres-
ent. I beliovo the (ather and the phy-
aician ceme rom Oklahuma City, where
thay residod,

Dr, Piicher, it ssems, had written to
him statiog an operation was neces-
Sary (0o prevent corisin prectiees (o
which the boy wes sddicied snd asked
tho father to como up and breing a phy-
rictan. He did so and the physician
enpearrad with Dr. Pileber 1o the oplo-
lon that the uperation was nocessary to
prevert the practices. [ was callod fo to
assist in the operation and 1t was made
by the tamily phvalcian in the presence
of the b ¥'s Iather. The boy was about
twenly-ons yvesrsall,

Q. What was the result of the opers-
tion?

A. The bey Improved—wnan soon well
and the operatlon seemed to lmprove
his geosral heaith. Hs alisrwards jef
the institution and went to work on a
fartn and worked thers quite a while
but the farmez's peopis fioslly learning
be bad been sn lnmate of the asylom
becsmne slarmed and discharged him
and be baving no place 1o go, came back
to the institution wnd, 1 uodorstand, s
now Lhere,

Q. Wersthesa operailons neosssary
to preserva the lives of tho patienis?

A. No.

Q. Was the gensral health of the
boys operated wpon mny worse than
usual at the time of the operations?

A. No, I think not. The physical ef-
fects of the practices they wore lndalg-
ing in were iojurious to their general
health snd the stopping of such praeti-
ces by surgical operations muost cer-
taloly resuit lo sn lmproved siate of
general heaith and aleo of the mind if
such wars possible,

Q. Have you anything farther to say
relative to this matter, Doctor?

A. Nothing at all. [ was gimoly
called in (o sssistin certain operations
that had beon sgreed upon, and, in &
professionsl espacity did so. I supposed
the proper cofficiale had looked into the
matter, consldered the operstions neo-

essary and as s surgeon, it wasmy daty

toses that they were performed in o
careful and proper manner, which I did.

Dr. F. M Plckens has basn a resl-
dent of Winfield for about 12 yaara.
He Is prominent in his profession

and his statements are entitled to
the fullest credence. Desiring to pe-
cure bils statement the Covrier in-
tervied him as follows:

Q. Dr.Pickens, [ undorstand you as-
sinted Dr. Fiicher In the camiration of
several of the inmaten of the idiotio
and imbecile sayium?

A, You vir; I ald.

Q. Under what cironmstances wers
these opsratioum poriormed?

A. Dr, Pilcher called on me and told
me that s bad decided to castrate an
inimate o suppress indulgence of certaln
[ractices, which in his oplolon, were
tending to iojure the pstent and asked
mé to assist in the operation, He told
mo that the state board of charisiés haa
besn 4 in the aud also
the parents of the inmste. [, with Dr.
Emerson snsisted in performing s oum-
bor of thess operations,

Q. How many of the boys hava been
omatrated T

A. Aboat ton or slsven. =i,

Q. o you kuow thelr names?

A. Noywir: L aid not learn of chele
narnea.

Q. When wara those opasratioas por=
formed ?

A. Atdiiferant times sinoe Mareh or
April last, when the fiest oporation took
place,

(L. Were theas opsratlone nocssary
to preverve the lives of ths petien: ¥

A. No. They werc esloniatad tu im-
prove their geoeral health and prevend
thiese practices.

Dr. Pilchar ealled at the ofiice of
the Covrienr this morning Iin re-
sponsa Lo a reqriest aad, npon Leing
told that sn intervicw, relative to
this matter, was dosired, replied:
“Wall T havenothlog t) say ou the
mattar at all”

r Will you not give a statamont of
the facts?

A, Noyair; Iwill not ba interviewed
un the subj-ot,

Q. Wil you glve the nsmes of the
bays nparated upon?

A. Neywir; | wou't do anything of the
Bond,

Q. Wil you sllow us to send a
Photograplive out Lo the seylum and
take a picture of the baya?

A. No.

Q. Is it not a fact that operations
have bean porformed?

A. Yes, | am maciog arrangements
wow tohave ther pictures taken again
to nhiow the improvements made,

Q. Isitnotwm st that Will Raading,
Jonha Collins, 9am D ilan, Cunties Alson
nuid Arthar Sieels bayas besn castrated T

A, I doa't rocoliest now. [ hayve
nothing to say !

Q. Hew many in all huve bsen oper-
ated upon ?

A. 1 doa"t recoliect.

Q. Islt moy a fsct that oporations
bave taken pluoe?

A. Some operstions have taken place
yes oir, and with very satisflactory re-
anlls,

Q. Isn't it troe that sleven of the
boys have baen casirated?

A. No.

. Dr. Emerson so states?

A. Um, bum!

Dr. Piletor: Well, wan this what you
culled mo up for?

A. Yes. We would like for you to
Bive us the facis fust ke they are in this
matier. Thote are reascos for every-
thing—

Dir. Pileher: Coartalnly are!

Q. Now theo, won't you give uas the
names of the bojs opersted upon and
all the facte? Dr. Emerson states that
Lo understood tne Governor, the State
Board of Charidies snd the Auorney
Goneral hod b2en consulted relative to
Lhese—

A. I baven't anyiling to say on the
mastter at ail, P

Q. Town you refuse to be interview-
ed st ali?

A. Yes, air,

Q. Weil, Dtor, [ am sorry you have
taken this pusition. 1 ase la your ar-
ticls pubiished la the Advocate that you
invite “ibe fullest examination into ev-
erything that was done.” We want to
Riva you the tenefit of every doubtin
this muiter, publish your statement snd
Four reasous tor castrating these boys
aud desire to be sbsoluotely (air nits
puliieation and to pive nathing but the
facts and l=t the public draw thsir own
eonclusions. Will you not give us =
statoment of your reasons for these

perati and whother the parsats and
the state suthoriiles wers consalted In
relation therstn?

A, No;sir; 1 will not be Ioterviowed
on thissubjsol at all,

Q. Al right, Doctor,bot I sm corry
you bave taken thls position.! Yoo sre
a publie officer, this asylum is a publie
instituti the thod of its duct &
pabiic affair and the psoples haye s right
o know Lha facts in the caso.

A. Yes, wir;that’s all vary troe, but T
will not ba lutsrvieved by you in this
matler.

Q. And why not, Doctor? You would
be aliowed to——

A, Becausel don't think I have to
answer your questions!

Q. Well, won’t you Ist mesend a man
out snd take the pletures of the boys?

A. No,sir; [ willnot. lam golng to
bave some piciurss taken and will give
you some,

Q. How soon c¢an I get the pleturea?
By Monday or Tuesday?

A. No, sir; not that soon.

Hero the ioterview ended by the with-
dravel of Dr. Pilobher from the room.

Dr. 0. K. Wiles was sppointed
superintendent of the Asylum for

Idiotie and Imbecile youth in Octo-
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