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machinery to put it into opera-

become a national and in-

as the | tury

We all talk about and boost for

gies are spent on the dester air—and
the most of the money contributed to
good roads is wasted because the
manner in which it is spent causes ad-
tures yearly in order

to keep the roads up. This same con-
dition applies to street improvement
The writer maintains that no per-
manent good roads can be built by
using dirt alone, Neither can a street.
Therefore, this system of road or
street building is wrong because the
pext year the work is to be done over

Chat cannot be used alone in the
building of a road or in its repair, any
more than dirt can, and in fact mot
so well, because its looseness will not
mklndthechuckholeismntnhi
repaired again.

Whenever the government of the
United States will undertake the
building of an international highway
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and
create a mew arm of the government
to handle this stupendous proposition,
the country will find itself bordering
onto the first fensible plan to obtain
good roads that will put an end to the
wasteful system of today.

But one says, why from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific? Why not from the

Great Lakes on the north to the Gulf

on the south? Doth propositions are
correct.

And this is not all. Lateral roads
could reach out through each state to
meet the two great central thorough-
fares and in time when the network of
hard surfaced roads were completed,
the United States would be secure
from a foreign war for a hundred
yegrs. How long would it take to as-
semble an army under these condi-
tions ?

One other fact is very forceful in
the construction of an international
highway system of good roads, and
that is the automobile in relation to
the railroads as a common carrier.

The automobile has come to stay
while the railroads are on the wane—
a thing of the past when one views
the future from a reconstruction point
of view.

The auto barn now is the depot for
the auto which takes on its heavy bur-

dens and transports them to market | e

at a nominal cost. With a network of
hard surfaced roads throughout ev-
ery county and township in the United
States, there would be but little use
for railroads as commorm carriers.

We sthrted out by saying that the
good roads question was the greatest
question in the United States today,
and have only partially stated why.
To complete this argument, the
United States as a people are bending
every energy to start the wheels of
industry, start the construction of
buildings, start the good roads move-
ment. In every mart of trade, offi-
cials and the different business organ-
jgations thruout the country are bend-
ing every energy to assist the unem-
ployed to get. back to work.

This gigantic international road
theme, entirely practicable, would
gsolve the problem and put every idle
man in ‘the United States to work and
keep him there for a number of years.

“But,” you say, “an international
highway is feasible, all right, but—
but I don’t think it can be accomplish-
ed because of the great cost.”

The writer has brought this ques-
tion out for the purpose of answering
it, as it is the only question that
could possibly be brought to bear

the international road plan.

The United States undertook a tre-
mendous job once and completed it
(thanks to the late Colonel Roosevelt)
which stands out today as the great-

uted the prite of a onecent postage
stamp to this collossal undertaking?
Does he?

Your answer must be in the nega-
tive reply, and this being true, all ob-
structiveness to the international road
plan must fall of its own weight.

To one who has been 3 student and
close obeerver of the building of roads
fhroout Missouri, Kansas snd Okis-

prove this contention, one need not go

away from Baxter, but

side city as a guide to

statement, we cite that

Carthage pays out $10,000

“maintain™ her dirt or chat roads,

yet her streets from one end to

other are full of “chuck” holes.
With this vision as the proper con-

themes to place this country on a
footing of indestructible industrial
prosperity, and at the same time
gerve notice to the world that we are
prepared for any invasion for a cen-
to come, we pass from the “rat
hole” into which road money is mow
dumped and re-dumped and live in
an age when we can see the United
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States girdled with hard surfaced

roads.
Oh, for a Goethal road builder,

Cecil Love celebrated his seventh
birthday at the Love home Monday,
A jolly group of little young acquain-
tances were there, consisting of the
following: Isabel Hibbs, Billy Hibbs,
Cecil Love, Hazel Love, Tom Hoskins,
Wesley Goodwin, Ada Clark, Lara
May Clark, Emily Grace Cooper,
Johnnie Cooper, William Weber, Mar-
guerite Win, Jesse Goodwin, Sheldan

Bennett and Junior Kirkendall, !

BAXTER WOMAN'S CLUB
SCORES SUCCESS WITH
ST, PATRICK'S BALL

The masquerade ball given under
the patronage of the Baxter Woman's
Club in the Goodeagle hall Mon. night
was carried out with all the success
that its sponsors had hoped for.

The motive of the ball; as adver-
tised, was to raise funds to start the
work of beautifying the Library Park, i
an object very necessary to the attrac.
tiveness of our little city.

The spirit of co-operation in & com-
mon interest for the advancement of
community interprises for the better-
ment of the town which is a déminent
factor in this Club seemed to prevail.
The crowd had cayght this spirit and
carried the affair along with the good
fellowship and dash which made of it
a community gathering.

There were about 300 people at-
tending. The neighboring towns of
Missouri and Oklahoma and nearby
Kansas towns were well represented.

Many tickets were purchased by
persons who could not attend but were
glad to help swell the funds to be used
in a cause of common interest to the
town.

Most everyone came masqued.
Among the varied costumes were
some very beautiful, others noted for
their historical significance, while a
great number were amusing or gro-
tesque. Many ladies and men were
in full evening attire, making a pleas-
ing contrast to those in masquerade.
When moneys are all in and ex-
nses taken care of, the amount real-
ized will be published as the club feels
this will be of general interest.

Masquerade Notes

Enough sailors were present to man
a dreadnaught.

Refreshments were served by girls
in very bewitching costumes.

The coffee and wafers were furnish-
ed by Mr. Briscoe, of the Sanitary
Grocery.

E. H. Schloeman supplied the meat
for the sandwiches and they were sure
good. Punch also was served.

The music was of the very best,
furnished by a six-piece orchestra.

The hall was nicely decorated in
St. Patrick’s novelties.

E. A. MAPES DEAD

Ellsworth A. Mapes died very sud-
denly at the National Military Home
of Konsas last Monday night. Mr,
Mapes went there the fore part of De-
cember to be treated for an infection
of his eyes, being troubled with cat-
aracts. He improved after the treat-
ment given him there, and was ex-
pected home the latter part of this
week.

As we go to press the funeral ar-
rangements have not been completed,
as it is not known when some of the
relatives will arrive here.

The remains will be accompanied
to this city by Ellsworth, the young-
er son.

Of course, the trolley line franchise
calls for the upkeep of the track bed
a certain distanece from either rail, or
at least it should, but the company
has an excellent excuse now from re-
pairs because the remainder of the
street is full of the same kind of |
chuck holes. Yet, can the company
rest its interests in this light?

The Topeka Daily Capital has been |

most is that he can't get anyone to
talk politics. Jerry can't understand
that “politics is adjourned,” as Woody
said.

Yep, March stands redeemed; got
in & little late but with a few scatter-
ed cyclones to her credit the windy
old month still holds the belt.

When the day comes thar foam
blowers union can no longer make ex-
penses, we hope to be able to own a
pop stand near a Joplin baseball dia-
mond,

The outlook is brighter. Our ‘wife's
rich uncle, Dug (that's how he got it)
has bought a fish farm down on
Spring river and is building a battle-
ship to use against the fresh water
sharks; if we can maneuver the new
craft right we may be able to be its
pilot when the obsequisies are said.

What's to become of a poor para-
grapher when the day starts at 8 a.
m. and you have to knock off at 6
in order to quit at six?

What's In a Name?

Speaking of fruit,

We have Apples and Beries;

Of good things to eat,

The Plums and the Cherries.

Casting about for the colors in town,

The Blacks and the Whites,

The Greens and the Browns.

And taking & census of “length” to
report,

We have Mr. High, Mr. Long, Mr.
Short.

We are Able to say with Aul servers
of old,

We'll hustle the Cook if you hustle
the Cole.

We Hope for the Day, when the Birds
are all Cranes, 1

The doctors all Cannons and kill all
the Paines.

1 will give you a Nichol to Shield me
this time;

This bloomin' typewriter refuses to
rhyme.

WHEAT IN KANSAS

According to reports of the Secre-
tary of the Kansas State Board of Ag-
riculture, the record of 66 wheat crops
—1862 to 1916—show that the aver-
age yield per acre of all winter wheat
harvested, was 12.72 bu. The sverage
price per bushel was 72 cents. The
value of one acre was §9.29.

From 1892 to 1908, the average
yield was 11.18 bu. The average price
for these 12 years was 64 cemis per
bushel. The acre value was $6.38.

During the years 1904 to 1916, win-
ter wheat averaged 13.46 bu. The
average price was B3.6 cents per bu.
The arce value was §11.25.

During the 256 years—1892 to 1916
—the average yield in Kansas winter
wheat was 1261 bu. The average
price per bushel was 72.8 cents, and
the acre value was $9.18,

The western half of Kansas has
been developed and wheat, at these
low prices, has ‘paid the bills. Has
wheat raising paid the Kansas farm-
er? Will it continue to pay?—J. E.
Payne, Agriculturist of Friseo R R,
Parsons, Kan.

ST. PATRICK'S PARTY

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Judd were the
delightful hosts with a St. Patrick’s
party Monday evening in honor of the
young ladies and young men's classes
of the Baptist church, at their home
on Fourth street.

The rooms were prettily decorated
with the colors of St. Patrick's Day—
queer snakes, frogs and other memos
being placed about. The table in the
dining room was graced with a lovely
boquet of pink sweet peas and ferns,
while in the living room a large bunch

of green carnations were placed on

the library table.
The evening was delightfully spent
wtih music, also games—some so old

designated by the New York Globe to |and fun-making that they were mew.
take the vote in Kansas for and Forty young people were present to
against 2 League of Nations to pre- enjoy the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs.
serve peace. When the vote is in the Judd.

Capital will send the vote to the Refreshments of ice cream and cake
Globe. were served.
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BoTeness.

I noticed in walking that you do not
afford street crossings; you have some
good side walks but for some reason
seem to leave out the cross-overs.. In

town that is trying to become & city.

Your city seems to be well watered;
there was lots of it along this same
avenue and the driver didn't seem to
mind slushing part of it over his cus-
tomers as he went into low and plow-
ed through it

You have no city parking along
your roads; you do have some splen-
did trees and I noted also that blue
grass grew well where it had & chance
to do so. I also moted that you be-
lieve in keeping a good supply of tin
cans. By the way some of the homes
had piled them in the front yard I
took it there was a premium on them
and that probably your mayor had of-
fered a reward for the biggest pile in
town. I am sure if all the tin .cans
and old rubbish such as rubber and
iron that enters into a Ford could be
revamped and sold to Mr, Ford, he
would have enough material to keep
his big plant running thru the next
six or eight months. However, you
may have some reason for keeping
them so 1 won't suggest any plan to
get rid of them.

I notice also that where you have
recently built walks or put in eewer
lines that the excess dirt and rocks
have been allowed to pile up and
“waste their sweetnes on the desert
air.” '
Your assortment of old mowing ma-
chines, well drills and worn out ma-
chinery laying promiscuously over the
landscape would do justice to most
any town in Arkansas which doesn't
even boast a railroad.

You seem to have a number of lot
hogs by the great areas of waste
space scattered over town. If I was
a tax payer there I would appeal to
the city fathers to put a double tax
on such lots and lighten the tax on
the honest-to-goodness fellows who
build homes and improve their lots
otherwise.

What you fellows over there meed
is pride—p-r-i-d-e—that's something
that makes a fellow wash his ears ev-
ery day and comb his hair and clean
up his back yard and go to church on

you fellows will rally ro

men who are giving their time

spending real money to make that

city, 1 have no doubt you can do it.
1 am going to be

few days and will see if the old can

and ash piles are still there. If any

signs of improvement I may decide to

buy a home there, otherwise I am go-

ing to buy in Miami or Joplin.
Respectfully,  Henry Mulholland.

ST. PATRICK'S PARTY

In sccordance with an old custom
at this place the men of the Builders’
Class of the Methodist church enter-
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gram of foreign and home missionary
work, for which $85,000,000 will be
raised in April. Every minister-and
layman of the church
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ing to death, although the victim was |flight in this locality seemed to

pretty far gone from loss of blood. |Spring river, and while many trees
Layton is & man about 70 years of | were uprooted, telephone and tele-
age, and has been at the County Farm | graph lines wrecked and small houses
no person was seriously
At Carl Junction the cloud

disappeared
elevator of the Queen
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home owned by Will and Louis Apple-
man just north of Carl Junction. The
house was under course of construc-

conatitute eertain divigions of our
army, remove your hat and then read
the following to him:

An army corps is 60,000 men.

An infantry division is 19,000 men.
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