
THEODORE ROOSEVELT
lMr, Roosevelt was often spoken of

as pre-eminently a lucky man. It is

true that more than one of the high
distinctions which he enjoyed,
whether as a holder of public office
or as a private citizen still conspicu-
ous in the public eye, came as the
fruit of what at the monment appear-
ed to be chiefly lucky circumstance;
while from more than one of the dif-
ficulties into which his temperament
or his political methods repeatedly
plunged him, a fortunate turn of
events, as startling, often as it was
unforeseen, repeatedly afforded ex-
trication. Yet we are inclined to
think that historians, when they
come 'to review his career in all its
aspects, will dwell rather upon his
misfortunes. More than that of alny
American president since Jackson, it
was his fortune to. span two sharply
opposed periods of national develop-
ment, one reactionary, the other rad-
ical, between which flowed a broad.
but turbid stream filled with wreck-
age of the one and ill-assorted inti-
mations of the others. The steps
which would have carried him def-
initely over to the firm but rugged
ground of the new age, he seemed
often to he upon the point of taking;
but in the end the past held him, and
the more daring company of those
who saw, or thought they saw, the
riches of the new domain which he
had pointed out, passed on and left
him at one side.

It was the stranger that le should
lose the leadership, because it was
of leadership that he possessed, in
extraordianry measure, an intuitive
gift. The qualities that could win
the masses, biqd them to hint in fer-
vid allegiance, and make them do his
bidding, were his in a measure rare-
ly equalled. One scans in vian the
earlier years of Mr. Roosevelt's pub-
lic life for any clear premonition of
either isolation or defeat. His stren-
uous attack upon a corrupt police
administration in New York city, and
his equally strenuous attempt later
to put the administration of the fed-
elal civil service upon a plane of hon-

esty and efficiency, thrilled the me-
tropolis and the nation with a reali-
zation of his forceful personality.
and with a new sense of the respons-
ibilities of citizenship as well. His
unconventional and outspoken action
in the war with Spain, mixture
though it palpably was of unabashed
self-advertisin g and courageous ex-

posure of admlinistrative wrongs,
nevertheless won the applaunse of a
sober nmultitude sick at heart over
official rottenness and incompllletency,
and hungry for a leadership upon
whose ability and sincerity it could
rely. It was in those days, when
the country was beginning to look
upon him as a cahmipion of all that
was sOUlnd and vigorous in Ameri-
can life, that the foundations of his
future influence seemed to be most
surely laid.

The test of \IMr. Roosevelt's qual-
ity, however, was the ipresidc;ncy. To
say, without qualification or explan-
ation, that Mrm. Roosevelt failed of
greatness as president would do him
an injlustice. The tinmes were against

hini, and thlie tinmes were his iundo-
ing. The old relpublicanism, with
its cult of wealth and class and ill-
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telelctual s•upleriority, its arrant sec-

tionalislm, its gro..s political partisan-

ship, and its contell•llt for the peo-

ple ill the face of favored inter'est,
was passing. F'or more thani a gein-
eration, save for two brief periods.
it had held the country in its grip.
Yet thell publlic opinion wtlich at' heart
had repudiated it, and which was to

make its rI'elnining lease of power a
record (if catllllity, wLas as yet unllor-
gianizedl. Pl'ogressivx-isma had reach-
ed the threshold of revol, but as yet

it had neithelr ord•ered programn nor
acceplted Ilailders. The tanigled s!(e-

cession cf eventlls which crowdeld tlih
first 12 years of the present cenltury

ill the Unitedl States, showed clearly
enouglh that the couintry was unlder-l
going a sociatl revotlution. that 1lie

old order xtwas evterywlthere inll (clle--

tion, and that change and rc'fo 't

were cut(ting wide and doep; yet

where th~e Iprocess would end, (or
what were to tIe the c:haracteristics

of the itnew ord i which obiviously

was beingt htlilded, wore questiolls to
which nothing in A\meritall hii;tor'y

a•ffito!'rded a, ciertl; iii ain swxe!'.

It was the task of ti!Mr. lttos'ovxel.
standting at the watershed hitwe,'n
the old time and linew, te tpoint I('
nation oni its way. That he did so.
for a lime, with brilliancy and

power, is to Iibe conctededt. Ilis great
etiate papers and ipublic addresrces,
with their trenchant arraignment of

evil in high places, their sweeping
demnand for encyc!lopaedic re'fol'ns.

and their stirring appeal to moral

rectitude and social sympathy as thi-
mlainspring of national life, camile as

a gospel of a new alind lofty Ait er'-

icanism. In any history of the awak-

ening of tile Amnerican people to such

enhanced sense of national integrity

and responsibility as they now ios-

sess, Air. Roosevelt will continue to

fill a large and distinguished ilace.
Yet his was, after all, a voice ciy-

ing in the wilderness. Hie synipa-
thized, but he did not fully under-
stand. He coulld destroy, lbut he

could not build. lie could counsel
andt exhort with a crusader 's zeal,

and bring to earth many a doughty

adversary with his battle-axe and
sword, but the holy city of democ-

racy was to Ibe taken by other lead-
ers. Andt when tie natutre of tilhe

revolution which he had champion-

ed, and wheich he had done more

than allny other man of his genllera-

tionl to turge upo111 its cotrsll'se, stood

at last revealOed ill tile flullldalental

radicalism of its plrogram, he drieww

back. and thencleforlth was nuellllllerT.d

with the oldposiiion which he bud

once defied with itunmeasured scornll.

One cainnot Iutl think that, evc,

if the tiles lhad been more prt'opiti-
ous, he must nteverthelc

:
-sc have fail-

edl. W\ith all his boutintlless intetrest
ill neti and thinigs, tlr. Rloosevelt

waits noti wholly a democri.O t atI Ill'ldt.

His publlic career•, g'reat andl honor-

altte as touch of it was, illu!ltralted

far more the qualities of the prince

whit om i tchiavetli long,. ago itllltllolt-

tatized, than of tl•e tiiihouglitfull siv--

ant of tile people's mind and will.

To hillnt as i o ttaty alotl lr whom

t.e tlur n of fortune hias seateil d ill

high places, the enll too oftenl t;ee11-
ed to justify the mlnisllt . The eight

1years of his plreo-idency are deeply

scarred with incidents which : ho w
little mloral scrut pul o ncs;1 }- , lll d

small regard eVeln for thi' o(,ii pro-

fessioins. Nor' wa it hli<, !- ' It)

be noble inll defat. It is admiilttdlyl

a defeat of outr Ipolitical s it-ih, that

it provides no place for an etn 'e<i-
dent; hbut assurlcedly it adds iut hin•l

to the respect whiichi is to thatl

exalted office to find one v tiN ha;

held it going, ans Mr. IRosswve .: p(ed-
ily Weillt, into violent andl hitir oc-
position, ttirning public disc:-'it ion
into partisan h rat gue. •nld idettli-

fying national seculrity with !tla ' r
inte of organized tforce front \wlith

the. thonght fill world today turn'

sliudderingly away.

A career. like that of Mr. t11:
velt canuI happen bult oncet ill any

countrlIty or inl aIiy age'. The \inl t'-
i(n..n- which reverelPed Mr. 1H,•.,

velt in his prime wilt have li o lehlc,

Sfor a sucocessor. 'Phe social r-otl-

tilton whose b.t,ghiiing he wittinisedi

1ais no longer need of elh--'. o !ial

west, which he loved, and whose

atrly spirit he emm lodid, has passed14 l'll )iit li l Itt- italtl il( , t o la itar ,

from picturesqueness to miititityV.

and its own sos n'lw sp-ok ft. it.

The restless sylllnatly for 1' 1ll t :ol:

of good canttos which Mr. li'os'vell'

exhitidted lIhas given patet to a di-

itiilutl( for syste• ' atic, ri;:sonllctl tr('at t-

nwn'n of ;ocial n cd . A inow ^, 7p-
oPTtion has co8 n 1110 upon lO estage
willi inew ittIner and ot ittk, i11ncw

Pi r pose ( . a tld n e0W t:1sk :.. O(
would g.ladly record tlll \IIr. Roose-

tolt. in the geatt new ag.' which ihe

!ived to :ee,, had gro(wn with it•

growth and sltrelngthened with it-

:trength, weavir, th(e thread of his

great anld varied ipowt r into the

inew fabric of a 1better national life.

Yvet toough hle failed of this, he

was neverthellet-s ia co manding fig-

ore, 1ild his 1lellioary will lout sur-
vive. it is strang that he of all to
m on , after a life of tiroless ction,

should havewho yossd are, with
none to watch his to oir plvnt
houg, on the publ atic tshge which he

loved so much, he had long stood

alone.
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The French Socialists i
and the International

Situation.
o - ---- o

(By International I,ttor Nt ws Serv-
ice, New York.

The central organ of 1,I'' l'relnch
socialists, L'Hlumanite, grilt: as fol-

lows oin the tllreatented allid lutili-

tary canmpaig
n  

againlst • vusi:

"All those who colllribultd to pro-

voke andl 1)lrololtlg tiihe war ar' larlt-

,id at the awaketlttintg of1 the llusses
.': * and dotl nat d 'I li t thle on-

Siers of the people'i revolthtiol should

eo Ipro ptly su:lllpr'essedl T eir I-

xietyt is io (lo gelr I) c!till( 'r the.' ('l-

elty; but to iprt' rtoil I'iti tihe i rev-

tilutionary peril e ilii ci piltaiist ltiout r-

i hat the itnl'i:siali holshevi'k, havel de-

-troy', d monarchii' l i('l capitalist

iprivil lges, ha've plact' d Iit , i hands

()p1n1 ( 1e propert1'y iof '-i ial parit siits.
.\ ythi g sooner IhaI lhlt. Their

hatllt of the l lenemy ii' giving pltce'
Ito lhe ldesire of col hing to a il lt l iiunder-i

Sttltudinlg wilh lih hin, : x is to h:r thei

adViI1CO fi tl is Scit iiigi , which il,

iotrse, ill their i eyes, tIllill Oviii olt
plo-'tilonce. ':' * That o n(w

I" sllhould hel' nderav t lit ln ton tori

coinll trl-revolution. a cr " l'll•at againstll
the peoples who are progres,-ing to-

wtirdtls political t d IllIo ''(ll l'hii( " I ' el -

frnchisen ento this is pyou can'sibl

rvoteises aalt the a iittoiers of mthe

ill adventure, They will no loner

spri agle to lead the nece.sitie of n -

tional d(lfense, tnd the necis( itites of
capitalist defense a0e ]1ot of :I witlile
1 rouscre e ethli asito The Dilyh

IUt.H's. O Bu the cotrifry, the work-
,rs will lpre'eive clearly that they are

b,'ing throw \' ag'ainsi ono anothher

onl!y inl order Bust, their chains lmint

he: riveted, and ilhe domttinat ion of!
(heir mastl, er•, < s lidated.+'

Io Popullire, the organ of [ l te " t a --

jority sociali::ts reflect'; as follows on

the prvalent policy tovrard Ger-

iliany:
"The French pr ess is: divided he-

tween its hlut;ed of klisacrint and its

aninio:ity to socialisnm. liet we\ e a,
k: i:,eri,'tul which would destroy all

liberties, . nti a sociiis: t which

woulld ruin all privileges, th eir
choiiet is natth ill advance. They are
discovering latent synipat!hies with

the deposed monarchs who, after all,

maintained a crtrhi| social ordert -I
or disorder and there area too aVny

noi -ts of rest'emblal e bt twe'lu der-t

man absolution and the Tstris'i

w\hich our greatest jots [lit ls have
l',t without pro fit ex" oll'd, for
tihtt to deny to 1ho former all th.

respec: t. they gave "he la tter. ]lini

k the 1ht• Austrian anlti German rev-

nat1ions within the houndary which

divides a (aricartrn'e of {|' in ernal y

suit: is the pre-o<-ti', pation) of l111lly

I 'renichmnen, in whore the soul of ht-

holy alliance still lives. * * *
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